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FM reiterates Jordans stance on
Palestinian cause in House session

Amman

Chairmen of the
Lower House Palestine
Committee. MP Fayez
Basbous: and its Foreign
Affairs Committee:
MP Khaldoun Haina
expressed condemnation
and denunciation of
Israel's actions in Al-
Quds Al-Sharifi which are
“criminal; terrorist and
violate all international
laws and human rights. "

During a  House
oversight sessiony
which was chaired by its
Speaker. Ahmed Safadi
and in the presence of

Minister  of
Affairs and Expatriates:

Ayman
Jordan's position on the

Foreign

Safadic  said

the steps to counter Israeli
practices
Palestinians of their right
to freedom: statehood and

that

deprive

not only with regard to
Al-Agsa Mosque: but
also with all Palestinian
lands. including
settlement  expansion.
house demolitions
and displacement of
Palestinians from their

homes. Continuing:
"Jordanian  diplomacy
worked and is still

working: not only as a
response to the Israeli
attacks on  Al-Agsa
Mosque: but is active
continuously as Jordan
firmly believes that if the
Palestinians do not restore
their full rights: the region
will never enjoy peace.”
Ending Israel's
occupation is the only
way to achieve peace: he

Prime  Minister =~ Dr. Palestinian issueis "clear." sovereignty and prevent
Bishr  hasawneh and referringtothe Kingdom's them from practicing
the Cabinet: the two wunaltered stances on their religious rituals
lawmakers demanded Palestine and Jerusalem's freely in accordance with
the need to take "firm" Islamic and Christian all international laws.

measures to confront sanctities. In addition he noted
Israeli hardline actions: Jordan: Safadi noted: Jordanian diplomacy is
which  threatens the was and will continue “aware" of the magnitude

region's security.
For his part. Deputy
Prime  Minister and

to support Palestinian

in this regard and take all

of the danger represented
people. make every effort by
aggressionsandviolations:

Israel's measures:

noted: indicating that de-
escalation is not a final
goal. but rather as a step
towards progress towards
a solution that restores the
full legitimate rights of the
Palestinian people.

Transport minister takes

AMMAN

Transport Minister Maher
Abu Al Samen on Tuesday

stressed the importance
of enhancing cooperation
between the management

of Queen Alia International
Airport (QAIA), all relevant
authorities: Royal Jordanian
(RJ) and currently operating
airlines to improve the
level of services provided to
travellers. especially during
peak times.

During an inspection
tour of QAIA: the minister
took a firsthand look at the
airport’s progress and the
quality of services provided
to travellersc which have

#C

significantly increased during
the current tourism season.

After hearing feedback
from operators: the minister
called for a meeting to be
held over issues faced by
"airport taxis". During the
tour. he was briefed on the
procedures for departing
travellers: including security
inspections: reservation desk
procedures and boarding
gate operations. He also
examined the journey of
arriving  travellers; from
arrival to baggage collection:
giving special focus to the
duration of the journey
and any obstacles facing
travellers.

inspection tour of QAIA
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Food industry adds JD4.5min to
GDP, says sector representative

Amman

The annual gross output of the
local food sector stands at more
than JD4.5 billion: accounting
for nearly a quarter of the total
industrial production: and packs
a 6 percent share of the Gross
Domestic Product: according to
the representative of the food and
catering industries and livestock
sector in the Jordan Chamber of
Industryc Muhammad Jaitan.

In an interview with Petra on
Wednesday: Jaitan revealed that over
the past five years: the sector has been
able to beef up its added value by an
average of JDL.5 billion annually.
This figure constitutes 20.3 percent
of the total added value of the entire
industrial sector. The food industry's
close association with multiple other
sectors means that each dinar spent
within its realm has a direct and
indirect impact equivalent to JD2.5
on the national economy: he said

adding that this¢ in turn: elevates
its contribution to 15 percent of
the Gross Domestic Product. both

directly and indirectly. Jaitan
revealed that the food industries
sector's export revenue totaled

approximately $855 million in 2022,
which reflects a remarkable growth
rate of 32 percent compared with the
previous year. It is noteworthy that
the sector's exports made up more
than 8 percent of the total Jordanian
industrial exports. He indicated that
the sector's exports have penetrated
over 110 markets worldwide. with
the lion's share being directed
towards Arab markets, and the Gulf
countries in particular. Recently:
the sector has also made forays into
new markets; including the US and
the EU. According to Jaitan: who is
also the vice- president of the Jordan
Chamber of Industry. the sector
employs  approximately 50,000
workers.

New Yemeni envoy
presents credentials

Amman

Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates for Diplomatic Affairs
Lina Hadid on Wednesday received
the credentials of Jalal Ibrahim

Faqira as an accredited and resident
Yemeni ambassador to Jordan.

During a meeting with Faqira
Hadid offered her well wishes on his
mission to boost relations between
the two countries.

DPA head, UNRWA official
talk employee affairs

Amman
Director General of the
Department of Palestinian

Affairs (DPA) Rafiq Kharfan and
Director of the United Nations
Reliet and Works Agency for
Palestine Refugees in the Near East
(UNRWA) in Jordan Olaf Baker on

Wednesday discussed several topics
related to UNRWA's framework in
the Kingdom. During the meeting;
the two officials discussed UNRWA's
employee affairs¢ including the
nepotism policy and the results of
a salary and appointments survey:
according to a DPA statement.

CEGCO reports ‘record»
JD25 million profit for 2022

Amman

The Central Electricity
Generating Company (CEGCO)
has announced it achieved "record”
profits in 2022, totaling JD25
million. During a meeting of
the company’s general assembly:
dividends amounting to JOD26
million at a rate of 86.67 percent of

the company's JD30 million capital
were approved to be distributed
among shareholders. The
company's stockholders received
lucrative returns thanks to the
achievement of the largest net profit
since 2013 said Moayad Samman:
Chairman of the company’s Board
of Directors.

EXPORTS UP 10PCT IN Q10F 202

Amman

Exports of factories and
businesses registered with
the Amman Chamber of
Industry (ACI) picked up
by 10 percent in the first
quarter of 2023 to JD1.814
billion against JD1.646
billion in the same period of
2022.

With the exception of the
plastic rubber and furniture
industries; which saw 4- 6
percent decline in exports
during the January-March
period of this year. most
industrial sectors saw an
increase in exports during
the reporting period ranging
between 3 and 20 percent
according to statistical data
obtained by the Jordan

News Agency (Petra) on
Wednesday.
India; the U.S.. Saudi

Arabia and Iraq accounted
for more than half of the
Chamber's exports during
the first 3 months of the
current year: accounting
for JD993 million.the data
revealed.

The Chamber's exports to
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India dropped by 14 percent period last year. increased by 57percentt American countries reached
during the first quarter Moreover. the  ACI's reaching JD50 million about]JD296 million.

of 2023 to JD321 million
compared to JD373 million
for the same period last year:
while exports to the United
States rose by 21 percent to
JD280 million from JD230
million.

The data also revealed that
exports increased during the
first quarter of 2023 to Saudi
Arabia by 12 percent: hitting
about JD203 million against
JD181 million for the same

exports to Iraq also rose
during the reporting period
to about JD189 million:
compared to JD155 million
for the same period last year:
a 21 percent increase.

The Chamber's exports to
Syria recorded a 12 percent
increase during the January-
March of the current year
at JD29 million; compared
to JD25 million last year.
Exports to Palestine also

during the reporting period:
compared to JD31 million
for the same period in 2022.

According to the
geographical distribution of
exports: the value of exports
to Arab markets in the first
three months of this year
amounted to JD722 million:
non-Arab Asian with JD602
million: African countries
with about JDI12 million:
while exports to North

Meanwhile: the value of
the chamber's exports to
South American markets
in the first quarter of 2023
stood at JD23 million
European Union countries
at JD66 millionc European
nations outside the EU at
JD33 million: and to other
countries with JD59 million.

The mining industries
contributed JD587 million
to exports: followed by the

chemical and cosmetics
industries  with  JD337
million and the engineering:
electricali and information
technology industries with
JD253 million.

The export value of the
catering: food: agricultural.
and livestock industries
reached JD207 million:
followed by the therapeutic
industries and medical
supplies sector with JD147
million, the leather and
textile industries with JD104
million: and the packaging;
paper: cardboard: and office
suppliesindustries with JD77
million. Exports from the
plastic and rubber industries
totaled JD65 millioni and
the construction industries
reached JD32 million: while
exports from the wood and
furniture  industries  hit
JD4 million. The Amman
Chamber of Industry was
established in 1962 and now
has 8:600 industrial members
employing 159,000 people.
The combined capital of
ACI-registered businesses is
approximately JD5 billion.
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RJ says 2022 performance «relatively good»

Amman scaled up by 72 percent:
Chairman of  Royal surmounting JD613 million.
Jordanian  (RJ)  Sa'eed in comparison to JD357

million in 2021. Moreover:
the company transported a
greater number of passengers
in 2022 amounting to
3  millions indicating a
staggering 92 percent
increase vis-a-vis 1.6 million
in the antecedent year.
Majali emphasized that
RJ is presently pursuing a
strategy that buttresses the
national endeavors aimed
at boosting Jordan's stature
as a tourist hub. He further
added that the company has
initiated a growth blueprint
and an all-encompassing
audit of the network of
destinations it  serves:
offering greater leeway in
the network segments and
augmenting flight frequency.
The company's CEO also
cited the introduction of
an additional 20 A320neo
aircraft as well as its move
to modernize its short-haul
service fleet by adding 10
brand-new Embraer E-Jet
E2 airliners. During the
online meeting: the General

Darwazeh on Wednesday
said the national carrier's
performance in 2022 was
"relatively good" across all
operational aspects: despite
significant challenges
encountered by the airline.

Speaking at the opening of
the company'sannual general
assembly. the RJ chairman
cited several reasons why the
flag carrier ended the past
year on a sour note: despite
making remarkable strides
in operational business.

According to Darwazeh:
the pandemic's long stay
until the first quarter of
2022, its  repercussions:
rising global fuel prices: and
the Ukraine-Russia war were
major culprits behind the
losses.

He highlighted that the
surge in fuel prices caused
the company to bleed out
a whopping JD98 million
dinars. This was a result
of the average fuel prices
skyrocketing by 69 percent:
especially in the Kingdomu

compared to the prices Assembly approved the
at foreign stations. The 67 percent of the cumulative is persistently examining: company's prospective operational and financial Board of Directors' report on
chairman noted that fuel losses - the government alongside the chief business volume and progress: propel the company the company's business and
costs form 50 percent of RJ's furnished the company with stakeholder - the Jordanian regulatory mandates. forward: and enhance resultsfor the fiscal year 2022
total variable operating costs. a sum of JD70 millioni as government - alternatives The CEO and Vice various performance metrics: the 2023 plan: the auditors'

He explicated thati in payments imputed towards to rectify the shortfall Chairman of the Board of including seat occupancy report. the annual balance
order to offset a portion the capital increase. in equity and foster Directorsc Samer Majalic rates and cost efficiencies. sheet. and the profit and loss
of the pandemic-induced Darwazah further capital augmentation. alluded to the company's Majali remarked that statement for the ending
losses - which accounted for asserted that the company commensurate with the drive in 2022 to realize the operating revenues fiscal year.

Fastern military zone fhwarts - 44k tourists flocked to Tafileh
infiltration, smuggling attempt
in 1st QTR 223-0ficial

smugglers. andsubsequentlyarrested
one smuggler. while the others
escaped: the source said: adding

Amman
The Eastern Military Zone: in
coordination with other security

agencies, thwarted an infiltration that a search of th.e area led to the Tafileh f ra = v X L ;
and smuggling attempt from Syrian dlSCOVeI:Y.Of narcotics: a ﬁrearm.and Tafileh governorate: - A ., s ) 7 P T
territory. an official military source ~ammunition. The source underlined ocated 183 ~ kilometers B A B,
in the General Command of the that the Jordan Armed Forc.es-Arab southwest of Amman /

Jordan Armed Forces-Arab Army Army will use full force against any  witnessed an  "active”

threat to the borders and prevent

announced on Wednesday. The
anyone tempted from tampering

army personnel applied the rules of

tourism movement during
the first quarter of 2023,

engagement and opened fire at the with Jordanian national security. compared to the same
period last year.

Tafileh Tourism

Director. Kholoud

Jaraba'a; said a total of
41,000 visitors flocked to
the governorate's tourist
sites during the first
quarter of 2023, compared
to 20000 tourists during
the same period last year.
In a press statement
on Wednesday: she said

Ministry: Awaiting response from
[raq on oil imports MoU renewal

Amman

The Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources on
Wednesday said that it was
awaiting a response from
Iraqi authorities regarding the
renewal ofa2021 memorandum
of understanding under which
Jordan buys some 10.000
barrels of crude oil a month
from Iraq supplied via tanker
trucks.

Under the MoU. signed
between the two countries in
2021 Jordan imports 10.000
barrels per day of crude from
the Kirkuk oil fields in northern
Iraq: at a discount rate of $16
per barrel from the average
price of Brent crude to account
for transport costs and quality
differences.

The actual loading of the
import of Iraqi crude oil

began in September 2021 but
was halted for logistical and
technical reasons. Therefore:
a deadline of 122022/31/ was
added to the MoU in order
to finish the contractual
quantities.

On December 15
Energy Minister Saleh
Kharabsheh formally
requested Iraq to extend the
MoU for a second time for
a period of three months:
starting on January 1. 2023:
and ending on March 31 2023
with the same contractual
terms. The Iraqi side approved
the request.

A total of 4.5 million barrels
were imported into Jordan
from Iraq between September
2021 and the end of March
2023 at a pace of about 9,992
barrels per day.

2022

this rise was due to the (JTB) contributed to are "promising:" in light implemented  programs
tourism sector’s recovery raising visitor number of the ministry's effortsc aimed to attract visitors to
from Covid-19 pandemic to the governorate's in partnership with  its attractions. She stressed
repercussions and archaeological and tourist the tourism sector. to keenness to  diversify

operation of flights through  sites  including Afra

low-cost airlines from new Hot Springs and Dana

destinations. Biosphere  Reserve: she
Intensive foreign said.

marketing campaigns In additionc  she

by the ministry and noted indicators for the

Jordan Tourism Board coming months of 2023

overcome obstacles.
Jaraba'a also announced
Tafileh Tourism Directorate
is planning to launch
promotional programs
for the city's tourist sites
through multiple ministry-

Tafileh's tourist product
by enhancing interest in
all tourism components:
developing more programs
and tracks. and supporting
efforts to launch tourism
investments in the region.

Saqqaf, Qatar energy
minister meet in Doha

AMMAN

Minister of Investment Kholoud Saqqaf
met with Qatari Minister of State for Energy
Affairs Saad Sherida Al Kaabi: in Doha: on
Tuesday: aboutbilateral relations and means
to enhance energy cooperation between the
two countries.

Meanwhile; Finance Minister Mohamad
Al-Tssiss and Tourism Minister Makram
Queisi on Monday separately met with
Qatari Minister of Finance: Ali Bin Ahmed
Al Kuwari: over bilateral relations between
Ammanand Doha: the Jordan News Agency:
Petra: reported.
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