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King meets with Japan
National Diet leaders

Tokyo

His Majesty King
Abdullah on Tuesday
met in Tokyo with
leaders of the Japanese
National Diet: House of
Representatives Speaker
Hosoda Hiroyukic and
House of Councillors
President Otsuji
Hidehisa.

The two meetings
covered means of
enhancing the deep-
rooted relations and
strategic partnership
between Jordan and
Japan: according to a
royal court statement.

King Abdullah stressed
the importance of
bolstering parliamentary
coordination between the
two countries: especially
in economic and
investment-related fields.

His Majesty expressed
appreciation for Japan’s
support for Jordan: which
enables moving forward
with politicali economic:

and administrative
modernization tracks:
and implementing

development projects.

The latest regional
and international
developments were also
discussed: foremost of
which is the Palestinian

cause. with the King
calling for de-escalation
in the Palestinian
Territories.

His  Majesty  said
Jordan’s efforts seek to
support the Palestinian
position: reach calm( and
safeguard Islamic and
Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.

For his partc House of
Representatives Speaker
Hosoda commended
Jordan’s plans to develop
and diversify  energy

resources; and establish
water desalination
projects. He highlighted
the importance of
cooperation between
Jordan and Japan in the
field of technology: calling
for encouraging Jordanian
students to study related
disciplines in Japanese
universities.

He also called for
enhancing  cooperation
in tourism to encourage
Japanese tourists to visit
Jordan. Forhispartc House
of Councillors President
Otsuji highlighted
the importance of
parliamentary cooperation
between the two countries:

stressing Japan’s
keenness to enhance its
strategic partnership

with Jordan in various
fields. Furthermore: he
commended Jordan’s
efforts in hosting refugees
and providing them with
basic  services: calling
on the international
community to support
Jordan in dealing with
the refugee crisis. Deputy
Prime  Minister and
Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadic Director of the
Office of His Majesty Jafar
Hassani and  Jordan’s
Ambassador to Japan
Lina Annab attended the
meetings.

Zain, Himmeh w Lammeh initiative
sigh MoU to preserve environment

Amman

Zain  Jordan  signed
a Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU)
with the "Himmeh w
Lammeh" initiative:
which operates under the
umbrella of the Jordan
Inbound Tour Operators
Association.

According to a Zain
statement on Tuesday: the
agreement aims to raise

public awareness of the
importance of preserving
the environment and
cleanliness in public and
tourist places. forests and
parks in the Kingdom
among adolescents: adults
and employees of the public
and private sectors.

The Memorandum of
Understanding was signed
by the CEO of Zain Jordan
Fahd al-Jassem and the

Vice-Chairman of the
Board of Directors of the
JITOA Awni Kawar.

This step comes within
the framework of Zain's
commitmentto establishing
effective partnerships to
serve the environment and
society and achieving the
Sustainable Development
Goals that Zain adopts
in all its programs and
initiatives; the statement

indicated.
Kawar said that the
associationy

aimed at adopting
sustainable solutions that
address indiscriminate

dumping of waste and the
resulting damage to the

environment and people.

with  the
efforts of the Himmeh
w Lammeh initiative, is
looking to work using
a participatory method

2023 glunti (12) slagy¥1 ‘ 6
(3064) auali

King thanks JICA for support to
development projects in Jordan

Tokyo

His Majesty King Abdullah on
Tuesday expressed appreciation for
the development support provided
by Japan International Cooperation
Agency (JICA) for projects in
Jordan.

At a meeting in Tokyo with JICA
President Tanaka Akihiko. attended
by His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II
King Abdullah commended JICA’s
effortsand projectsin Jordan: adding
that it sets an example of successful
partnership in development and
economic programs: said a royal
court statement.

His Majesty said there are
additional opportunities for
cooperation with JICA( especially
in energy. water. tourism: and
education within the Economic
Modernization Vision: in addition
to capacity-building  programs
for public employees: in line with

administrative modernization.
For his partc JICA President
Tanaka highlighted the importance

of the agency’s partnership
with Jordani commending the
Kingdom’s efforts in hosting

refugees as a model in respecting
their human dignity and providing
them with essential health and
education services.

He expressed JICA’s interest in
development projects in Jordan
in tourism and waterc and in
developing cultural and training
programs: pointing to ongoing
discussions on the last installment
of a soft loan to support Jordan’s
state budget.

Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi
Director of the Office of His Majesty
Jafar Hassan: Planning Minister
Zeina  Toukan: and Jordan’s
Ambassador to Japan Lina Annab
attended the meeting.

UJ president, Chilean
envoy talk cooperation

Amman

President of the University of
Jordan (UJ) Nathir Obeidat met
with Ambassador of Chile Jorge
Alejandro Tagle Canelo on Tuesday
to discuss cooperation between
the university and Chilean higher
education institutions.

The two sides spoke about
exchanging  faculty = members:
researchers. and students in Arabic
language studies and political
science.

Obeidat stressed the importance
of building effective strategic
partnerships  with  stakeholders
locally: regionally. and globally to
exchange experiences for the benefit
of the university: its students. and
its academic staff.

Canelo indicated the possibility
of signing a memorandum of
understanding with the University
of Chile. stressing his desire
to establish strong academic
cooperation with Jordan.

LEATHER, TEXTILE SECTOR HAS EXPORT
POTENTIAL WORTH $500MLN, SAYS EXPERT

Amman

The leather and textile industry. which
enjoys royal support: abounds with export
potential worth nearly $500 million:
said Representative of the Leather and
Knitting Industries Sector at the Jordan
Chamber of Industry Ihab Qadri.

However. he added that the sector
needs to unleash its full capabilities
and address barriers hindering it from
growing further.

Qadri told the Jordan News Agency
(Petra) that the Kingdom becomes an
important destination and a landmark
for clothing manufacture and supply
thanks to its strategic location. free trade
agreements. shorter supply time: and
numerous incentives for investment and
foreign trade in the country.

Exploiting these export opportunities
requires picking up production and
promotional campaigns in global
markets: he explained.

He also stated that the sector houses
1,004 institutions with a capital of
$300 million and investment worth $1.1
billion.

The sector has 86.000 employees: of
which 26,000 are Jordanians: making it
the top employer with 27 percent of the
industry sector's total workforce.

Qadri pointed to the free trade
agreements signed with the United States

and other global economic blocs and the
relaxed rules of origin agreement with
the European Union: which are a "great
opportunity for the sector."

The leather and textile sector opened
29 productive branches during the
last decade: providing some 8.500 job
opportunities for Jordanians. It also
generates approximately 3.000 new jobs
annually.

The industry's exports grew by 20.9
percent in 2022 to reach $2.3 billion: of
which the US got the largest share at 81.7
percent. contributing by 2.4 percent to
the Gross Domestic Product through
its annual added value of around $1.2
billion.

Going over some of the sector's
challenges: he noted the lack of Jordanian
garment and footwear specifications:
high shipping and raw material costs. and
"flooding" the local market with imports
of clothing products that compete in
price with the local product.

Furthermore: unqualified workers:
customs estimation and postal parcels
that are exploited for personal gains:
weak financing programs that stand in
the way of production and technology
development; and the scarcity of
marketing are all hindrances to the
industry's advancement: Qadri pointed
out.
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King meets Japan emperor

Tokyo

His Majesty King Abdullah
on Tuesday met with Their
Majesties Emperor Naruhito
and Empress Masako of
Japan at Tokyo Imperial
Palace.

At the meeting: attended
by Her Majesty Queen Rania
Al Abdullah and His Royal
Highness Crown Prince
Al Hussein bin Abdullah
II. King Abdullah lauded
the deep-rooted friendship
between Jordan’s  Royal
Hashemite = Family and
Japan’s Imperial Family. and
the strong ties between the
governments and peoples of
the two countries.

The meeting covered
the advanced partnership
between Jordan and Japan
in various fields: in addition
to recent regional and
international developments.

Crown Prince discusses bilateral
cooperation with Tokyo governor

Crown Prince meets founder of Japanese
bio-tech, environment solutions company

Tokyo | Vi ] | _| B HE ]

His Royal Highness i i Hill
Crown Prince Al Hussein { i
bin Abdullah II on
Tuesday met with the
founder and president of
Euglena; Mitsuru Izumox
whose company specializes
in biotechnology and
environment-related
solutions.

The meeting covered
means of cooperation in

agriculture: healthcare

and  nutrition: biofuel

) ~ production: environmental

TOkYO that  Jordan’s entrep'reneurshlp sustainability. and support

His Royal Highness Crown €cosystem has  contributed to  for research and education
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah 1T ~accelerating the growth of Jordanian  jpjtjatives in micro-algae  Japanese startup to focuson applications. Director of the Office of the
on Tuesday met Tokyo Governor Startups: becoming the fastest ,pq biotechnology. research and development Jordan's = Ambassador Crown Prince Zaid Baqain

growing startups in the Middle
East. Planning and International
Cooperation Minister Zeina
Toukan and Director of the Office
of the Crown Prince Zaid Baqain
attended the meeting.

Koike Yuriko to discuss bilateral first of various
cooperation and means to bolster
partnerships in technology:
entrepreneurship. and educational
and cultural exchange programs.

Crown Prince Al Hussein noted

Euglena is the to Japan Lina Annab and

Local startup launches incubator to
support female entrepreneurs

micro-algae attended the meeting.

Jordan to partake in STAL

Amman fresh ideas and projects applications for the first as part of the company's
Canada neXt mO nth Mraytic a safe and in  manufacturing and incubator programs early social responsibility toward
natural cosmetic startup selling cosmetic products. last month and has received the community of women

Amman

Jordan is participating in the
18th edition of SIAL Canada:
the largest Canadian agri-food
industry fairc which will open
in Toronto on May 9th.

Through the Jordan
Exporters Association (JEA).
major Jordanian industrial
companies  specialized in
Arabic sweets: spices: thyme:
nuts: and coffee will partake in
the event: said a JEA statement
on Tuesday.

Ahmad Khudaric JEA
President: said the exhibition
is an opportunity for Jordanian
companies to team up with new
trading partners. especially
those with which Jordan has
free trade agreements.

He added that SIAL is a
prominent international food
expo in North America that will
see a sizeable global turnout of
food vendors.

The JEA is organizing
Jordan's participation in the
3-day conference for the tenth
consecutive time due to its
significant role in promoting
Jordanian food  products:
which achieved high quality

and competitiveness: said JEA
Director General Halim Abu
Rahma.

Jordan and Canada signed
a free trade agreement in 2009
and entered into force in 2012
as the first free trade agreement
signed by Canada with an Arab
country.

Trade between the two
countries amounted to JD116
million in 2022. of which
JD80 million were exports
to Canada: varying between
textile materialsc machinery:
electrical equipment and food
and plant products.

launched in 2016¢ launched
Tuesday a virtual business
incubator to support women
entrepreneurs. who  have

Founder and CEO of the
company Romouz Sadeq
said in a statement that the
company began receiving

about 250 applications from

women entrepreneurs.
She added that the launch
of the incubator comes

entrepreneurs and toward the
beauty industry in general and
to contribute to enhancing
local manufacturing.

|IOM secures $754k Japanese grant

Amman

The government of
Japan provided a $754.953
grant to the International
Organization for
Migration  (IOM) to

strengthen Jordan’s
border management at the
northeast border.

Through this funding:
IOM will implement
a project to support
Jordanian Armed Forces
(JAF) in establishing and
upgrading their capacity to
provide emergency urgent
trauma care at the North-
East border area.

Activities under the
Japan-funded project
will include constructing

field medical
at the north-east border
and providing capacity-
building training to JAF
and Royal Medical Services
(RMS) personnel in urgent
trauma care and Health,

facilities

Border: and  Mobility

Management (HBMM)
framework.

"Due to instability in
Jordan’s neighboring

region( the Government of
Japan recognizes the urgent
need for JAF to increase
their capacity to offer

for Jordan_>s _borde_r management

urgent trauma care along
the north-eastern border."
said Japanese Ambassador
Jiro Okuyama: adding
that through the new
collaboration with IOM.
these critical needs shall be
addressed: enabling JAF to
provide effective and life-
saving interventions for
its members and Syrian
refugees as well.

The IOM's Chief of
Mission in Jordan: Tajma
Kurt: said that supporting
medical  capacities  to
provide emergency health
care along the northeastern
border region has become
an urgent need more than
ever.
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