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Agreements signed to lease lands
overlooking King Talal Dam-JVA

Amman

Secretary- General
of the Jordan Valley
Authority (JVA): Manar
Mahasneh¢ on Sunday
signed a set of agreements
with local investment
companies and local
community to lease 53
dunums to establish
tourism development
projects: in presence of
Minister of Water and
Irrigationi Mohammad
Najjar.

Under the agreements:
land plots with a view on
King Talal Dam (KTD)
lake were leased: aimed to
achieve the area's tourism
and environmental
development.

Speaking at the signing
ceremony: Najjar  said
the agreements seek to
develop all KTD's areas:
bylaunching development
projects; creating  job
opportunities for people
of the dam's neighboring
lands: and preserving the
area from ecological and
and tourist dimensions.

For her partc Mahasneh
said JVA is working

with all its capabilities
to implement Royal
directives: in accordance
with government plans
aimed at developing
areas under its
jurisdiction. enabling
local communities to
achieve development:
providing an "attractive"
investment environment
and establishing projects
that employ local labor.

JV A Mahasneh
noted: is working to
find national investment

Other 19 dunums were
leased to another local
company to build chalets:

opportunities through a  tourist restaurant
local companies and and a horse staple and
local community to children's playground:
establish tourism while 15 dunums were
projectsc as a local leased tolocal individuals
investment company to establish makeshift
has leased 19 dunums to tourist  facilitiesc log
build restaurants; a small cabins and  children
hotelc  chaletsc water playgrounds: Mahasneh
playgrounds and parks.  pointed out.

CPF to hold 1st youth-centered
communication forum

Amman
The Crown  Prince
Foundation = (CPF) is

gearing up to hold its
first forum under the
title "Communication
(Tawasul): A Dialogue on
Reality and Aspirations"
on Saturday April 29¢ at
the King Hussein Business
Park.

The forum is slated
to deliberate on a range
of  national concerns
that resonate with the

yearnings of the youth.
The event aims to create

an interactive platform
for exchanging insights
and concepts with
representatives from

official¢ private; and civil
entities. as well as diverse
youth organizations. in
order to shed light on the

realities and hurdles faced
by young people.

With over 500
attendees expected: the

forum endeavors to

deliver a minimum of 20
comprehensive  sessions
that encompass an array
of crucial and multifarious
national subjects: ranging
from politics¢ economics:

engagement for all and
the  reinforcement  of
democratic principles.

" The CPF has been
playing an influential role
withyoung menandwomen

and business to society. in local communities
lawc  educationi and as part of its strategy to
media. expand its field outreach:

In addition the forum which requires finding
strives  to exemplify platforms for networking;
the significance of dialogue and creating
communication as a various opportunities.” said
powerful instrument the CEO of CPF. Tamam
in promoting civic Mango.
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Jordan, Saudi Arabia talk
cooperation in injured
servicemen's services

Amman

His Highness Prince Mired
bin Raad( head of the Hashemite
Commission for Disabled Soldiers
(HCDS) ¢ and Saudi Ambassador
to Jordan: Nayef bin Bandar Al-
Sudairic on Sunday discussed joint
cooperation and  coordination
aspects in the field of care and
rehabilitation services provided for
people with disabilities and injured

servicemen.

The meeting highlighted
Jordan's expertise in the field of
serving injured military personnel
and people with disabilities: as
well as reviewing the nature of
HCDS's tasks: its achievements
and future plans to serve and
care for beneficiaries and their
families: according to a commission
statement.

House committee, Egyptian
envoy talk cooperation, ties

Amman
First Deputy Lower House
Speaker and  Chairman  of

Jordanian-Egyptian Parliamentary
Brotherhood Committee; Ahmad

Khalayleh: stressed the "deep-
rooted: historic" Jordanian
-Egyptian relations.

During the committee's

meeting on Sunday with Egyptian
ambassador to Jordani Mohammed
Samir. Khalayleh said the two
countries share similar positions on
the Palestinian cause.

Khalayleh added that the House
has accomplished multiple reform
legislations and laws that would
develop Jordan's political life and
enhance the participation of the
Kingdom's youth and women.

He also stressed that this
committee seeks to strengthen

bilateral relations in various
fields and overcome Jordanian
community in Egypt and the

Egyptian expatriates in Jordan.

Meanwhile; the committee's
members stressed the necessity of
transferring Egypt's expertise to
Jordan in the field of using natural
gas. which contributes to reducing
Jordan's high energy bill. For his
partc Egyptian envoy said bilateral
relations are "distinguished and
deep-rooted:" adding that Egypt has
a "long" experience in using natural
gas. which would reduce energy bill
for the industrial zones: stressing the
importance of overcoming obstacles
facing the two countries' investors.
During the meeting: he stressed
convergence and similarity of the
Egyptian and Jordanian positions on
the Palestinian issue.

Deal signed to donate iftar
meals to 400 families

Amman

The Jordan Hashemite Charity
Organisation (JHCO) and the
American Near East Refugee Aid
(ANERA) signed an agreement on
Sunday to distribute food coupons
and meals during the current holy
month of Ramadan. The campaign
is handing out vouchers for 400
families that can be spent in the
Military Consumer Corporation's
branches spread throughout the
Kingdom: said a JHCO statement.
A total of 5,250 hot iftar meals will
be distributed in coordination
with JHCO's local charity partners
to families in their homes or the

partners' headquartersc  added
the statement. JHCO Secretary-
General Hussein Al Shibli said the
initiative seeks to alleviate financial
burdens on low-income families:
especially during Ramadan: when
expenses are doubled. ANERA's
representative in Jordan Carina
Aoun said the agreement aims to
enable vulnerable families to meet
their urgent basic needs: especially
with the increasing population:
adding that ANERA has expanded
its efforts to provide hot meals
and food vouchers to Palestinian
and Syrian refugees in addition to
Jordanian host communities.

JORDANIANS HIT STREETS TO PROTEST
ISRAELI VIOLATIONS IN JERUSALEM

AMMAN

Hundreds of Jordanians
from across the political
spectrum took to the streets of
Downtown Amman to protest
the Israeli incursions into Al
Agsa Mosque in Jerusalem:
calling for Arab countries
to take immediate action to
protect worshippers at the
holy site.

Chanting  slogans  in
support of Al Agsa Mosque
and for urgent unified Arab
actioni hundreds of angry
demonstrators took part in the
march: which was broadcast
live on social media following
Friday prayer.

Israel imposed  tight
entry restrictions at Al Agsa
Mosque: expelled worshipers
from the mosque and detained
many Palestinians. according
to several international news
agencies.

However.  despite the
tightening of restrictions and
the violence imposed by the
Israeli occupation authorities
over 140.000 Palestinians

performed  Isha (evening
prayer) and Taraweeh (special
Ramadan prayer) in the
courtyards of Al Aqsa Mosque
on Friday: the Jordan News
Agency: Petra reported.
Marches were also held
in various governorates on
Friday condemning Israeli
attacks and violations in
Jerusalem. according to Petra.
Protesters commended
the Jerusalemites’ strength
and the steadfastness against
the violence of the Israeli

occupation. to express solidarity with

Israeli forces stormed Palestinians as they struggle
Al Agsa Mosque and used to safeguard Al Agsa from
excessive force to expel Israeli aggression.

Palestinians from the Al Agsa
compound. Whoever refused
to evacuate the mosque was
detained; this is unacceptable:
said Dima Saeed: one of the

protesters. Nsour added.
“Israeli occupation violates Nsour noted that
international resolutions; Jordanians stand in solidarity

covenants and treaties.” Saeed
added.

Saeed called for immediate
action by all Arab nations

and rulers to “put an end”
to these ongoing violations.
“Arabs keep their part of
the international covenants:
unlike Israeli occupation:” said
Saeed.

“We call on Arab leaders to
hold an urgent meeting to stop
Israeli provocations.” Saeed
added.

Talia Nsour. one of the
demonstrators  protesting
in downtown Amman
told The Jordan Times that
she took part in the rally

“We want to send a message
that all Jordanians stand ready
to protect Jerusalem from
Israeli schemes to Judaise the
third holiest site in Islam.”

with Palestinian resistance and
demand that the government
take immediate action to
protect Palestinian lives.
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MoU to be sighed to extract

LOCAL

phosphate in Risha area-Energy Ministry

Amman a
understanding (MoU) with

the Arab Mining Company
AMC) tomorrow to mine

The Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources
is  scheduled to  sign

Sabri stresses importance of Jordanss V|d eo
role in defending Al-Agsa Mosque

Occupied Jerusalem

Head of Supreme Islamic
Commission (SIC) in Jerusalem
aind Al-Agsa Mosque Preacher:
sheikh Ikrima Sabric stressed the
mportance of Jordan's role at all
evels in caring for Al- Aqsa Mosque:
supporting it and defending it
dolitically: referring to Jordan-run
[slamic Endowments Department's
fforts in the occupied city of
lerusalem in this regard.

In exclusive statements to "Petra"
ceporter in Ramallah on Sunday:
sabri noted synchronization of
>xtremistsettlers'incursionsinto Al-

memorandum of

Agsa Mosque with Jewish holidays
is a "new-old" policy harnessed by
hard-line Jewish groups to establish
a presence within the mosque's
courtyards.

Noting Al- Agsa Mosque is a clear
and exclusive right for Muslims
alone: he added that all Judaizing
schemes against it are doomed to
fail.

He also called on orchestrating
Palestinian and Islamic efforts to
foil the Israeli government and its
extremist settlers' plans to realize
their goals aimed to divide Al-Agsa
Mosque temporally and spatially.

122, 000 tourists visited Jerash
since beginning of 2023- Official

Jerash

Since the beginning of 2023,
a total of 122,253 local and
foreign tourists visited Jordan's
northern archaeological site of
Jerash.

In a statement to "Petra"
on Sunday:. Jerash Tourism
Director: Firas Khattbeh: said
the city witnessed an "active"
tourist movement from various
foreign and local nationalities.

He added that number of
tourists increased by 100%:
compared to previous years:
which stood at 44% in 2022.

Jerash Tourism Directorate
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is "constantly" working to
improve visitor services and
intensify inspection tours on
tourist facilities: in cooperation
with the city's Public Safety
Committee to ensure quality of
tourism services: he said.

The directorate he noted: is
"keen" to implement plans to
increase tourist stay: stimulate
tourism undustry and increase
visitor number: which would
reflect "positively" on the
economic  sector. especially
since the city is known for its
craft market and several sites
frequently flocked by tourists.

phosphates in Risha region
on the Kingdom's eastern
borders.

The memo is the first of its

kind in the field of phosphate  Sunday. by a decision issued by
ore exploitation in Jordan's The Amman-based Council of Arab Economic
eastern region: according Arab Mining Company Unity (CAEU) at Arab
to a ministry statement on was established in 1975 League.

games industry growing

despite barriers, say experts

Amman

The video games
industry in Jordan and
the Arab world has grown
remarkably. despite facing
several obstacles in recent
years. according to experts.
This news highlights the
sector's resilience and its
potential for continued
growth in the future.

They told the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) that
the Jordan Gaming Lab
is playing a crucial role in
supporting the video game
industry by educating the

younger generation about
its  significance. Despite
this. the industry continues
to encounter obstacles:
including employee
turnover and a scarcity of
skilled personnel.

In  alignment
the 2023 Economic
Modernization Vision's
executive program: the
MinistryofDigital Economy
and Entrepreneurship
has made supporting the
video game industry and
streamlining its procedures
a top priority.

with

The Ministry initiated a
study of the most effective
global practices in the
video game industry in
March. with the findings
set to be released in
April. Additionally. the
ministry is collaborating
with the Jordan Olympic
Committee to develop
regulations for the sector.

Rama Rawwash: Media
And Communications
Manager at King Abdullah
II Fund For Development
(KAFD)( said the Lab: a
royal initiative launched

by KAFD in 2011 recruits
under-9-year-olds who
are interested in the video
games industry.

The Lab providesmodern
facilities: hardware:
software: training courses:
and  workshops  while
linking its members with

local and international
companies.

Other  experts have
highlighted the need for
developing university
curriculas passing

legislation: and attracting
investments in the domain.

Jordanian Christians
mark Palm Sunday

Amman
Jordanian Christians
on Sunday celebrated

Palm Sunday. the first
day of Holy Week and
the Sunday before
Easter,  commemorating
Jesus Christ's entry into
Jerusalem.

In churches across the
Kingdomu worshippers
lifted olive branches: palm
fronds: and candles: their

voices ringing out in unison
as they chanted the holiday
hymns. At the Our Lady
of Carmel Church in the
al-Hashemi al-Shammali
district of Amman: Bishop
Jamal Daibes: the Latin
Patriarchal Vicar. was at
the helm of a spirited mass:
followed by a sermon in
which he highlighted the
essence of Palm Sunday:
which commemorates the

arrival of Jesus Christ into
Jerusalem as a triumphant
leader. bearing a divine
message of redemption:
reconciliation: and love.
At the S. Heart of
Jesus Church: located in
Tlaa  Al-Aliic northwest
of Amman, Father Rifaat
Badr¢ the church's pastor:
led the Palm Sunday mass
and delivered a sermon in
which he emphasized that

on Palm Sunday: Christians
carry olive branches and
palm fronds as they hold a
profound connotation of
peace. According to Badr.
the gesture of holding up
an olive branch signifies
an unwavering longing for
peace in the Holy Land:
especially in the city of
Jerusalem: which: he said:
is still yearning for peace
and serenity.

Jordan condemns ongoing
Israeli raids in Al-Aqsa Mosque

Amman

Jordan on Sunday condemned
ongoing incursions by Israeli
settlers into the Al-Agsa Mosque/
Al-Haram Al-Sharif under the
protection of the Israeli occupation
police. and said such acts are a
violation to the historical and legal
status in the holy compound as well
as its sanctity.

In a statement; Spokesman for
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates: Sinan Majali said the
144-dunum Al Agsa Mosque is a
pure Muslim holy site and that the
Jordan-run Jerusalem Awqaf and
Agsa Affairs Department is the sole
authority tasked with supervising
all its affairs.

According to the official
spokesperson: the Israeli
government is responsible for
the recent escalation of tensions
in Jerusalem and the occupied
Palestinian territories.  The
spokesperson also warned that the
situation may further deteriorate if
Israel continues to incite tensions
at the Al-Agsa mosque and harass
worshippersduringtheholymonth.

The spokesperson reiterated
that Israeli being the occupying
authority. has a legal obligation to
abide by international laws: stop
any actions that would violate the
sanctity of the holy sites and put
an end to any attempts to alter
the established historical and legal
status of the Al-Agsa Mosque
compound.
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