STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES
TREAD TOUGH TERRAININ
ACADEMIC JOURNEY
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NATIONALECONOMY
MAKES STRIDES TOWARD
RECOVERY IN 2022 :
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UK calls for respecting status
quo of holy sites in Jerusalem

London

The United Kingdom
called for the de-
escalation and respect
for the current status
arrangements for the
holy sites in Jerusalem.
stressing its "appreciation
for Jordan's important
role as custodian of the
holy sites in Jerusalem."

"The UK calls on
all parties to respect
the historic status quo
arrangements at the Holy
Sites of Jerusalem and
to cease all provocative
actions." said  James
Cleverlys UK Secretary

for

of State
Commonwealth
Development Affairs. "The
UK is a strong supporter
of freedom of religion or
beliefand calls for places of

Foreign.
and

worship to be respected:"
Cleverly  added. "We
value Jordan’s important
role as custodian of the
holy sites in Jerusalem
and condemn the Israeli

police violence at the Al
Agsa Mosque:" Cleverly
emphasized. "Israel and
the Palestinian Authority
must take steps to
honour the commitments
agreed at Sharm el-
Sheikh and  Aqaba/"
the British  Secretary
noted. "Peace will only
be sustainable if both
Israelis and Palestinians
recommit themselves to
a negotiated settlement
leading to a two-state
solution of a secure
Israel side by side with a
viable Palestinian State."
Cleverly concluded.

Trade exchange volume between Jordan,
Japan hits JD309 million in 2022

Amman

The volume of trade
exchange between Jordan
and Japan grew by about
JD309 million last year:
compared to about JD279
million in 2021.

The value of national
exports to Japan increased
by approximately
JD62 million last year:
compared to about JD23
million in 2021¢ according
to statistical figures.

The value of the
Kingdom's imports from
Japan decreased to about
JD247 million last year:
compared to about JD256
million in 2021.

According to  the
figuresc the Kingdom's
trade balance deficit with
Japan decreased to about
JD185 million last year:
compared to about JD233
million in 2021. As for
2023, the value of national
exports to Japan in January
2023 amounted to about

JD3 million« compared to
the same period last year:
which amounted to about
JD4 million.

The value of the
Kingdom's imports from

Japan in 2023 amounted
to about JD24 million:
compared to about JD25
million for the same period
last year. According to the
figures: the volume of trade

exchange between the two
countries in January 2023
amounted to about JD27
million: compared to JD29
million for the same period
last year.

Irbid

A 15-year-old boy on Friday died
from electric shock at his family's
home in Kafr Awan/ in Koura
District. west of Irbid.
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15-year-old boy dies of

electrocution in Irbid

Civil defense cadres rushed the
boy to the hospital: but he arrived
dead: then his body was transferred
to the northern region's forensic
center: a police source said.

Jordanians across Kingdom protest
Israeli attacks on Al-Agsa Mosque

Amman

Protests and marches were staged
Friday in various governorates and
in the capitali Amman. condemning
attacks and violations of the Israeli
occupation authorities against the
holy Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-Haram
Al-Sharifi and attacking worshipers
inside.

Protesters  called for an
immediate cessation of the violation
of the sanctity of Al-Agsa Mosque
by settlers; extremists and the
occupation  police: urging the
international community to take a
firm stance to protect the holy sites
and support the worshipers and
defenseless Palestinians who are
subjected to attack daily: stressing

the need for a unified Arab position
to confront Israeli practices that
violate international covenants and
laws. Protesters also underlined
the importance of continuing the
Hashemite custodianship over
Islamic and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem: lauding the Hashemites'
role in protecting the holy sites and
preserving the holy city's legal and
historical status quo.

Protesters commended the
steadfastness of worshipers
stationed in Al-Agsa Mosque and
its courtyards: and the steadfastness
of the people of Jerusalem against
the Israeli occupationi which
violates international resolutions:
covenants and treaties.

Prince Mired attends
Hashemite Scientific Councils

Amman

Deputizing for His Majesty King
Abdullahi HH Prince Mired bin
Raad: chief royal councilor at the
Royal Hashemite Court: on Friday
attended the 110th session of the
Hashemite Scientific Councils.

The session: entitled "Al Imam
Al-Hafiz Jalal Al-Din Al-Suyuti"
was held in King Abdullah I
Mosque's Islamic Cultural Center.

within the Hashemite Scientific

Councils held annually by the
Ministry of Awqafi Islamic Affairs
and Holy Sites during the blessed
month of Ramadan: under the
title "Endowments of His Majesty
King Abdullah II Ibn Al Hussein
for Scientific Chairs." The Awgqaf
Ministry organises the Hashemite
Scientific Councils during Ramadan
every year. entitled "Endowments
of His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn
Al-Hussein for Scientific Chairs."

STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES TREAD
TOUGH TERRAIN IN ACADEMIC JOURNEY

AMMAN

The absence of a culture of
acceptance among students:
combined with a lack of
shadowteachersandresource
rooms: remain obstacles that
students with disabilities face
in their academic journey:
parents say.

Infrastructure meant for
students with disabilities
in over 12 schools in
the Kingdom has been
renovated: including ramps:
handrails and washrooms:
according to an official
from the Higher Council
of Persons with Disabilities
(HCD).

Classrooms for students
with special needs have been
placed on the ground floor
to ease their movement in
response to parents reporting
a “lack of understanding of
their children’s true needs”.

Yasser« a 15-year-old
student who was diagnosed
with muscular atrophy at
two years old: is an orphan
and has four siblings.

Although he is 15 he is
currently in the fifth grade:
and had to drop out of school
for two years due to a lack of
accessible infrastructure at
school.

“The Ministry of Social
Development provided him
with an electric wheelchair”
Yasser’s mother told The
Jordan Times.

Yasser’s mother wused
to carry him to and from
school every day. When
Yasser grew up: she became
unable to carry him and
had to request an electric
wheelchair from the Ministry
of Social Development.

“Roads  are  bumpy:
potholes are everywhere:
and there are no sidewalks.”
she noted.

Yasser’s mother lives with
her five children in the Jerash
refugee camp: and she walks
her son to school every day
“against his will”.

“Yasser doesn’t want to
go to school; his classmates
bully him all the time.

They broke his wheelchair
so many times and I can’t
afford to repair it” Yasser’s
mother said.

Although Yasser’s school
has ramps and handrails:
and his classroom is on the
ground floor. the teachers
are incapable of catering to
the needs of students like
Yasser: his mother said.

Yasser’s classroom has
40 students and only one
teacher and there are no
shadow teachers or resource
rooms at the school: Yasser’s
mother said.

Yasser’s mother can't
afford to hire tutors; nor
can she send him to an
educational centre for after-
school hours.

The Jordan Times also
spoke with the mother of
10-year-old Mohammad: a
young boy with a disability.

Mohammad’s mother
lives with her four children
and disabled husband in
Zarqa: and she pushes her
son Mohammad to school in
his wheelchair on a bumpy:
unpaved street with no
sidewalk.

“We live off of a JD50
monthly allowance from
the Ministry of Social
Development.” she told The
Jordan Times.

Mohammad. was
diagnosed  with  pelvic
paralysis at birth. He is
currently in the third grade.

“Mohammad is not
happy. He knows he’s
different and he feels that
the rest of his classmates are
better than him.” she told
The Jordan Times.

Ongoing bullying and
teachers’ ignorance of his
case is “frustrating”. she
said.

“Mohammad is treated
just like the rest of his
classmates; his educational
level is not taken into
consideration.” she added.

Mohammad does not
have access to a shadow
teacher who can explain the
subject in a way in which
he can fully comprehend.
“I don’t blame the teacher:
she can barely keep up with

the rest of the students and
manage her classroom;
she doesn't have extra time
to explain everything to
Mohammad.” she said.
However: she encouraged all
teachers to educate students
about accepting differences
and valuing friendship.

Esar Zawahreh:  the
inclusive education director
at the HCD: said that there
is continuous coordination
between the council and
the Ministry of Education
on improving educational
conditions for  students
with disabilities: especially
regarding the financing of
renovations to make schools
accessible.

“By the end of this year:
30 public schools will be
fully equipped to meet the
needs of inclusive education
programmes;” she said
noting that the project is
implemented in cooperation
with the German Agency for
International Cooperation
(GIZ).
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Workshop stresses boosting
protection from violence

Amman

A workshop organized
by the National Council
for Family Affairs (NCFA)
and the United Nations
Population Fund on
Saturday at the Dead Sea
underscored the importance
of commitment to
implementing the 20212022-
plan of national priorities to
strengthen the protection
system from gender-based
violence: violence against
children and  domestic
violence.

The participants in the
workshop« which was held

follow-up report on the plan
and its achievements during
20212022-¢ recommended

continuing
to discuss a monitoring and the

of the plan and for the
concerned authorities such
as the ministries of social

monitoring

implementation health

Tourism board launches promotional
campaign in 8 European countries

Amman
The Jordan Tourism Board (JTB)
launched a promotional campaign

in Europe. targeting Poland:
Slovakiac the Czech Republic
Bulgariac Romania,  Hungary:
Greece and Cyprus.

In a statement on Saturday:
Minister of Tourism and Antiquities
and Chairman of the Board of
Directors of the JTB Makram Qaisi
said that the launch aims to increase
tourist numbers. stressing the
importance of the campaign and
its impact. For his part. Director
General of the JTB Abdul Razzaq
Arabiyat pointed out that the one-
month long campaign was launched
within the framework of stimulating

tourism to introduce tourist sites in
the Kingdom.

The vision of the campaign. he
indicated¢ will reach hundreds
of millions of views in those
countries: reflecting positively on
the tourist’s desire to visit Jordan
pointing out that low-cost airlines
and charter flights to Jordan from
those countries will help increase
the number of visitors.

Arabiyat explained that the JTB
published promotional materials
in all the languages of the targeted
countries at distinctive locations:

including train stations. malls
shopping  centersc means of
transportation and other key
locations.

development:
in addition to the
Public Security Department
to carry out their roles in
monitoring the

justice and

activities

of the various sectors and
following up on coordination the
with donors to approve the
plan and its priorities within
its programs.

Secretary-General of
Council Muhammad
Miqdadi said that the plan
aims at providing greater
access to cases of violence

within an

provides

justice:

integrated
institutional framework that
quality services
and  included different
sectors such as social and
health services: police and
coordination and
partnership. awareness and
the legislation sector.
Miqdadi indicated that
this workshop aims at
pinpointing the challenges:
finding the reasons behind
not achieving some goals
laid out in the plan: as well
as implementing corrective
measures in that regard to
strengthen the system of

protection against gender-

based violence: violence
against children and domestic
violence.

National economy makes
strides toward recovery in 2022

Jordan's Palestinian camps
denounce Israel's crimes

Amman

National economy has
made an important stride
toward economic recovery

in 2022  performing
positively on many
important economic
indicators: especially

external ones despite the
crises and difficulties that
afflicted the global and
local economies over the
past few years.

According to statistical
data for various economic
indicators in 2022
obtained by the Jordan
News Agency (Petra). the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) grew at constant
market prices during the
past year by 2.5 percent
while tourism revenue
increased during the past
year by 110.5 percent;

Amman government's insistence on
Popular services committees impl.ementing its  plans

in Jordan's Palestinian camps Judaize Jerusalem.

denounced Israel's criminal Locally. the committees

actions in Palestine. valued His Majesty King
In their press statement Abdullah II's firm position in

issued Saturday: Jordan's 13
Palestinian camps noted their
follow up of barbaric crimes
committed by Israeli army and
settlers against the Palestinian
citizens( as well as assault on
Al-Agsa Mosque: Palestinian
homes: cities: and villages: and
property destruction. which
developed in a blatant manner
during Ramadan: with the
storming of Al-Aqsa Mosque

and attacks on worshipers.

The Israeli government wiitle ! According to a JCC
breaks all religious. moral and ~the legal and historical right of statement released
human values and international ~Hashemite custodianship over Saturday:. the two sides
laws; the statement noted: the I‘slamic and Christian holy discussed cooperation
referring to  the Israeli Sitesin Jerusalem. mechanisms in multiple

economic issues of

international

rejecting Israeli policy:referring
to his calls for Arab League and
community to
stop Israel's crimes committed
against the Palestinian people

resolutions to achieve a just and
comprehensive peace in the
region on the basis of the two-
state solution: while preserving

Amman

First Vice President of
the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce (JCC). Jamal

and ' .AI'QUdS Al-Sharif's Rifaic discussed  with
sanctities. Panamanian ambassador

In addition: the committees to Jordan: Jose Ulises
Falled o implerpgnting Lescure. ways to enhance
international legitimacy joint economic and trade

relations and role of
commerce chambers in
this regard.

reaching $5.816 billion.

Additionally. remittances
from Jordanian expats
increased in 2022 by 1.5

percent amounting to
$3.452 billion.
Foreign reserves with

the Central Bank of
Jordan amounted to $17.3
billion: which is sufficient
to cover the Kingdom's
imports of goods and
services for a period of 57-
months. Moreover. bank
facilitations stood at JD32.6
billion in 2022, an increase
of JD2.6 billion from the
previous year. while bank
deposits grew by the same
amount to reach JD42.1
billion.

According to statistical
data,  foreign direct
investment inflows to the
Kingdom rose last year to

$1.1 billion a growth of
83 percent from the figure
reported in 2021.

In the tourism sector:
travel data issued by the
Airport International
Group revealed that the
number of passengers that
passed through the Queen
Alia International Airport
increased last year to about
7.83 million passengers:
an increase of 71.9 percent
from the figure reported in
2021.

On unemployment in
Jordan: the unemployment
rate decreased during the
last quarter of 2022 by 0.4
percent compared to the
same period in 2021 while
in the third quarter of last
year the rate dropped by
0.2 percent to reach 22.9
percent.

common interest; and the
importance of launching
a plan to develop trade

exchanges and strengthen
joint partnership.

Rifai and Lescure

Meanwhile: the
Consumer Price Index
(CPI); a measurement of
inflation increased in 2022
by 4.23 percent amounting
to 106.79 points compared
to 102.46 points in 2021.

As for foreign trade in
2022 national exports grew
by 33.8 percent amounting
toJD8.081billion compared
to JD6.038 billion in 2021.

The value of the
Kingdom’s imports during
the past year amounted
to JD19.375 billion: an
increase of 26.7 percent
from the JD15.295 billion
reported in 2021.

The Kingdom's trade
deficit increased¢ during
the past year. to reach
22.4 percent. standing at
JD10.585 billion compared
to JD8.651 billion in 2021.

: Jordan, Panama discus
strengthening economic relations

also  discussed sectors
of common interest:
especially seafood: Dead
Sea  products. drugs:
potash and phosphates:
the statement added.

During the meeting
the duo stressed the need
to hold a joint business
forum: prepare a study
on exports and imports
and sectors of common
interest: exchange
information on  joint
investment opportunities:
and establish a Jordanian-
Panamanian business
council.
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