. Russia authorities accuse
& Ukrainian security

= services of hombing St.
Petershurg cafe

Water ministry, USAID
sign $22min deal :
for SCADA system
development

Jordan, Germany
announce meeting in
Munich on two-state
solution in May
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Water ministry, USAID sign $22min

Amman

The Ministry  of
Water and Irrigation
and the United States
Agency for International
Development (USAID)
signed an agreement
on Tuesday to upgrade
supervisory control and
dataacquisition (SCADA)
systems: with a combined
funding of $22 million.

The 4-year agreement
is part of the Fixed
Amount Reimbursement
Agreement (FARA)
projects packe with $20
million  provided by
USAID plus a $2 million
contribution from the

Water Authority of Jordan
(WA)).

The deal was signed
by  Acting  Secretary
General of WAJ Rami
Abu Rawaq and USAID's
Water and Environment
Office Director Andrew
McKim.

During the ceremony:

Water Minister Mohamed
Najjar said upgrading
SCADA systems:

which are software and
hardware elements that
allow organizations to
control local and remote
processes and monitor:
gather. and process real-
time data; will increase

deal for SCADA system development

coordinated efforts
between various water
sector institutions to
tackle water challenges
and help prepare policies
and models for data and
information governance.

He thanked USAID for
their continuous support
stressing that the effective
partnership between the
two parties continues to

improve water supply
performance: protect
limited resources:
provide technical

support: advance network
infrastructure: and reduce
water loss.

Abu Rawaq said the

agreement includes a
review of the ministry's
strategic plan to
enhance the water sector
capabilitiesand finalize the
automation of monitoring
and control processes to
boost the efficient use of
scarce water resources in

the Kingdom.
Furthermore: the

deal also  stipulates

activating the central

water loss control unit
and control centers in
water authorities and
companies and upgrading
the ministry's computer
center to accommodate

added databases.

2 civilians killed in Israeli
attack on Damascus

Amman

Two civilians were killed
early Tuesday in an Israeli
air strike on the southern

suburbs of Damascus:

Syria: the Syrian Arab News

Agency (SANA) reported.
The missiles used in the

strike
were
from
Golan

caused damage and
reportedly  launched
the  Israeli-occupied
Heights: according to

a military source. "Syrian air
defenses had confronted the
missiles and shot down most of
them," the source continued.

Jordan,

2023 Gl (5) slagy¥
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UN talk

cooperation for youth

Amman

Minister of Youth Mohammad
Nabulsi and the United Nations
Resident Coordinator in Jordan
Sheri ~ Ritsema-Anderson  on
Tuesday discussed youth-related
cooperation: including enhancing
their participation in public life and
decision-making.

During the meetinge Nabulsi
spoke about Jordan's national youth
strategy and the ministry's political
and  economic  empowerment
programs. in addition to the
Kingdom's promotion of a culture
of volunteering by launching the Al
Hussein bin Abdullah IT Award for
Voluntary Service and incentives
for volunteers.

He pointed to Jordan's role in
heading a committee to prepare an
Arab strategy for youth. security:

and peace under UN Resolution
2250 on Youth: Peace: and Security
(YPS). adopted by UN Security
Council in 2015.

The minister praised the
partnership with the UN and
its  agencies: especially  the

United Nations Children's Fund
(UNICEF). and its support for
implementing programs to enhance
youth skills and the development
of incubators for innovation and
creativity. For her part: Anderson
reiterated the UN's assistance for
the ministry to achieve its vision
and the active participation of youth
in Jordan at various levels. She
commended the ministry's role in
backing international efforts toward
implementingthe Youth: Peace. and
Security agenda through a Jordanian
national action plan.

Ministry entitled to control
commodity prices, says Shamali

Amman

Minister of Industry. Trade and
Supply and Minister of Labor Yousef
Shamali on Tuesday emphasized
that the ministry has the authority to
step in and take control of the basic
commodity prices by the law's long
armq pointing out that the ministry
had previously implemented price
controls on certain products; such
as chicken.

Speaking to the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) Shamali emphasized
that Jordan's strategic reserve of
various commodities is safe and
comfortable: especially wheat and
barley: indicating that the reserve is

sufficient for local consumption for
more than 13 months. as goods are
imported from multiple origins.

"The prices of food commodities
have turned a corner in their road
to recovery." he said: referencing
the impact of both the Covid-19
pandemic and global geopolitical
conditions. According to the
minister: the government has pulled
outall the stops to rein in the surge of
global prices on the domestic market
and safeguard commodity reserves:
particularly during the COVID-19
outbreak. He cited the drop and
steady prices of goods over the past
few months as evidence.

Extremist settlers break
into Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Tuesday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.

A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers

carried out today’s raids through
al-Magharebah Gate in successive
groups under the heavy protection
of Israeli policec who restricted
Muslim worshippers’ access to the
mosque.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards and provocatively performed
their Talmudic rituals." it added.

JORDAN, GERMANY ANNOQUNCE MEETING IN
MUNICH ON TWO-STATE SOLUTION IN MAY

Berlin

Jordan and Germany's
foreign ministers Monday
met in Berlin and agreed
to hold the Munich Group
in Berlin in May to discuss
the two-state solution to
the Israeli occupation of
Palestinian Territories.

A statement issued
following the discussions
stated that Jordan and

Germany see eye to eye
on the importance of the
Munich Group efforts which
builds on the Aqaba Summit
in Jordan to address the
deterioration in the occupied
Palestinian Territories.

The talks focused on ways
to strengthen the strategic
partnership between the
Jordan  and  Germany
through more cooperation
in investment: tourismu
defence and education.

The two ministers
reviewed opportunities to
increase cooperation in the
water and renewable energy
sectors  since  Germany
represents one of the largest
supporters of Jordan in these
sectors.

Jordan Foreign Minister

Ayman Safadi talked about
Jordan's three strands of
reforms: politicali economic
and administrative reform
programmes.

On the Ukrainian crisis:
Safadi said Jordan calls for
an end to the war respect
for international law:. the
United Nations Charter and
Ukraine's sovereignty and
territorial integrity.

In the joint press
conference that followed
the meeting: Safadi praised
the "positive spirit" that
prevailed in the talks he
had with his German
counterpart.

"What we talked about
today is a conversation
between partners: between
two  countries  working
together to realise security:
stability and peace in our
region." he added.

Safadinoted that Germany
is an "essential” partner of
Jordan's. He commended
the “strategic" ties and
"strong friendship" between
the Kingdom and Germany:
which this year celebrate
the seventy years since
the countries exchanged

diplomatic missions.

"We are at a crossroads.
We either allow racists and
extremists to formulate the
future path. and this is a
path that will certainly take
us to more conflict and more
violence; towards disaster: or
we work together.

"We who want peace.
We want to stop this
deterioration and for the
sake of calm and in to find
a real political horizon to

re-start serious and effective
negotiations to resolve the
conflict based on the two-
state solution...." Safadi
said.

Henoted Jordan's "special"
role in safeguarding Muslim
and Christian sanctities in
occupied Jerusalem: adding
that protecting the holy sites
is a "basic priority" for His
Majesty King Abdullah II.

Safadi condemned the
hateful speech of the Israeli

finance minister. who stood
on a podium that shows a
purported map of "larger"
Israel with the Palestinian

occupied territories and
Jordanian territories and
alleged the Palestinian

people do not exist and
are a recent "invention."
urging the international
community  to come

together to counter hate
speech.

"These statements are
racist. inflammatory:
extremist: denying  the
existence of the Palestinian
people  denying  their
identity. denying  their
culture. denying  their
civilisation; all from a
platform that contained

an alleged map of Israel
that includes the occupied
Palestinian territories and
includes the Hashemite
Kingdom of Jordan" he
said.

Safadi commended
Germany for its ‘clear"
position against racismu

incitement and extremismu
noting the "need" to respect
the international law.

On Syriac Safadi said

Jordan calls for ending the
Syrian crisisc not managing
it. because the repercussions
of that are catastrophic for
the Syrian people and the
region.

For her parti Federal
Foreign Minister Annalena
Baerbock said Jordan and
Germany enjoy "strong" ties
and noted the "importance"
of  coordinating  with
Jordan to end the Israeli
occupation of Palestinian
Territories in the way of
realising regional stability
and security.

"Jordan is a key ally of
ours: and it is important that
we continue to work together

to  address  challenges."
Baerbock said.
She added that the

conflict has flared up in the
Middle East in the previous
months and weeks. praising
the Agaba and Sharm EI-
Sheikh meetings to stop the
deterioration in the occupied
Palestinian Territories.

"The two-state solution
remains the best solution
to the conflict between the

Palestinians and the Israelis;"
she added.
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Safadi, Varhelyi talk cooperation, ties

Brussels

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and  Expatriate
s« Ayman  Safadic on
Tuesday met in Brussels
with  EU  Commissioner
for Neighbourhood and
Enlargement: Oliver Varhelyi
¢ in a meeting held to discuss
ways to enhance "strategic"
Jordan-EU partnership and
development cooperation.

During the meeting
Safadi and Varhelyi affirmed
depth of the Jordanian-
European partnership and
the joint keenness to develop
itin all fields: and also agreed
to maintain contact and
consultation to implement
its priorities: especially in the
economic and investment
aspects.

The two sides noted this
effort aims to overcome
Jordan's economic challenges
and support development
programs that are a priority
in the Kingdom's economic

olicies.

P Safadi valued the development projects: such European funding for the
partnership and support asthe National Water Carrier National =~ Water  Carrier
programs  provided by Project and the investment Project (Aqaba-Amman).
the FEuropean Union to platform. In addition: the two sides
Jordan. which contribute to Safadi and  Varhelyi agreed to prepare to hold
developing  infrastructure discussed cooperation the investment platform
of the national economy: programs in the water and conference to support the
and launching major energy  fieldsc especially Kingdom's economy in

Health ministry to administer
Bivalent booster doses nationwide

Amman

Ministry of Health on Tuesday
began to administer Bivalent Pfizer-
BioNTech COVID-19 Vaccine at
the ministry's vaccination centers
across the Kingdom.

In a press statement: Secretary-
General of the Ministry of Health
for Primary Health Care and
Epidemiology:  Ra'ed Shboul:
announced 100.000 doses of the
bivalent vaccine were delivered
to Jordan: which is administered
as a booster dose to people who
previously jabbed twice by any
Corvid-19 vaccines.

The ministry. he noted: received
the vaccine shipment as a donation
from the French government to

contribute to the national campaign
to vaccinate against Covid-19: in
which the vaccination rate reached

Jordan this year. which
comes in the context of

an investment program
launched to support
Jordan.

Varhelyi announced

launch of the joint Jordan-EU
investment platform during

his visit to Amman last year:
with a value amounting to 2.5
billion euros.

Safadi thanked Varhelyi
for completing procedures
for disbursing the last
installment of the soft loan
provided by the European

LOCAL

Union to Jordan in 2020: at
a value of 700 million euros.

In a related context. Safadi
and Varhelyi also discussed
opportunities to provide new
European support to Jordan
through a new grant and soft
loan.

Safadi and  Varhelyi
reviewed  the  progress
made in implementing the
outcomes of the 14th meeting
of Jordan-EU Association
Councilc which was held at
the Dead Sea in June 2022
for the first time outside
institutions of the European
Union: which reflects "deep-
rooted: strong" Jordan-EU
partnership relations.

The meeting also
discussed  refugee-related
issues: as Safadi called on the
international community to
continue providing aid and
assistance to refugees and

host countries: according
to a Foreign Ministry
statement.

Safadi also lauded support
provided by the European
Union to help the Kingdom
address refugee burdens.

Safadi and  Varhelyi
discussed a number of
regional issues and efforts
to resolve regional crises
and establish security and
stability.

Next Thursday deadline for Jordanian
nurses» applications to work in Germany-BA

about 75% of the target group in the Amman Germany  within  this in Germany. a bachelor's degree in
Kingdom. "Triple Win" program Program while the process The  "Triple Win" nursing: a valid profession

Recentlyc Shboul noted World ill continue to receive is still open. programi which is run practice permit issued
Health Organization  (WHO)  ,pplications from The German federal by GIZ/ aims to ensure by Jordanian Ministry
recommended the need to take the jordanian nurses wishing government: represented provision of long-term job of Health: and necessary

booster dose as a "high" priority
for the elderly and young people
who suffer from chronic and
immunocompromised diseases and
health personnel working on the
front lines. People who wish to take
thebooster dose can go to vaccination
centers across the Kingdom: which
are constantly announced on the
health ministry's social media
accounts, he pointed out.

Lavrov to chair UNSC
meeting on Middle East

New York

Russian Foreign Minister
SergeyLavrovwillchairaUnited
Nations Security Council open
debate on the Middle East on
April 25. Russia’s Permanent
Representative to the UN Vasily
Nebenzya said late Monday.

In a press conference
Nebenzya said the meeting
will focus on the stagnation of
the Palestinian-Israeli conflict
resolution and the escalation of
tensions.

"Also. Lavrov will chair
another debate on 24
Aprili  featuring effective

multilateralism through the
defense of the principles of the
Charter of the United Nations.
It will focus on how to build a
new multipolar world order
based on sovereign equality
while maintaining the global
balance of power and ensuring
the conditions for humanity’s
steady advance." Nebenzya
added.

to work in Germany. as
part of its second round:
scheduled to continue to
next Thursday. German
Federal Employment
Agency (BA) announced.
The agency: in a press
statement. said a total
of 240 nurses submitted
applications to work in

by BA« in partnership with
the German Agency for
International Cooperation
(GIZ) and the Ministry
of Labor within the
framework  of "Triple
Win" program: recently
announced nurses'
applications holding a
bachelor's degree to work

opportunities in Germany.
After joining work: the
program works to support
integration of nurses into
the German workplace: the
statement said.

Setting conditions to
submit applications; the
BA said applicants must
have Jordanian nationality:

certifications.

The BA called on
applicants interested to
read information and apply
for jobs through the link:

(https://cloud-71.
datenbanken24. de/apps/
giz_bewerber/public. nsf/
DataForm?openform&Inte
rn&FN=F2).

Russia authorities accuse Ukrainian security
services of hombing St. Pet

Moscow

Russian
authorities
Monday accused
the  Ukrainian
security  service
of involvement in
the bombing of a
cafein downtown
Petersburg
yesterday. which
killed a military
correspondent
and injured 32
others.

The National
Anti-Terrorism
Committee
stated:  "Those
who carried out
the bombing
were carrying out
the plans of the
Ukrainian special
security services:"
noting that the
Ukraine security
service used in
the bombing
employees of
the banned anti-
corruption fund
in Russia.
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