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Jordams exports to European Union
countries up 73 pct in January 2023

Amman

The Kingdom's exports
to the European Union
countries grew in January
2023 by 72.9 percent to
reach about JD22 million
compared to JD13 million
during the same month of
last year.

According to foreign
trade data issued by the
Department of Statistics:

Jordan's imports from
European Union
countries increased in

January 2023 by 13.3
percent amounting to
JD246 million compared
to JD217 million during
the same month of last
year.

According to  the
data; the volume of
trade exchange between
the Kingdom and
the European Union

countries increased last
January to reach about
JD268 million compared
to JD230 million during
the same month of last

year.

The data also showed
that the Kingdom's trade
balance  deficit  with
the European Union
countries stood at JD224
million in January 2023
compared to JD204
million in January 2022.

Italy topped the list
of European countries
in terms of Jordanian
exports to the European
Union countries in
January 2023 with JD6
million in exports. while
Germany topped the list
of countries from which
Jordan imports with
about JD58 million in
imports.

|IEC: April 20 is deadline for parties
to apply for status correction

Amman

The Independent
Election Commission's
(IEC) Board of
Commissioners ~ Monday
set April 20 as the deadline
for political parties wishing
to correct their status
to submit documents
before the mid-April date
designated by the law.

Article (40/b) of the
Political Parties Law No.
(7) of 2022 stipulates that
the parties established
before the law went into
force shall correct their
status in one year from the
date of validity: according
to paragraph (a) of Article
(11)¢ through a general
conference: otherwise

the party will be dissolved

under the provisions of this
law. This requires fortifying

the legal deadline with a
time frame that enables

the IEC to implement the
provisions of the law with
fairness and competence:
the IEC said in a statement.

It stated that
designating  this  date
came as a prerequisite to
ensure applications are
considered within the set
time frame in order to
complete the enforcement
ofthe provisions of the law.

The 20th of this month
deadline is to enable
parties looking to reconcile
their situation to hold their
general conference within
the set period and to give
ample time for parties to
carry out their legal duties
and responsibilities within
the law: the Commission
stressed.
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Crown Prince visits JAF
General Command

Amman

His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah
IT on Monday visited the General
Command of the Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army (JAF). Crown
Prince Al Hussein met with
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff

Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneitic and was
briefed on a number of operationals
training and logistical issues of
concern to JAF. The Crown Prince
expressed pride in JAF personnel for
their invaluable role in safeguarding
the homeland and maintaining its
security and stability.

Palestinian killed by Israeli
troops at Jenin checkpoint

Ramallah

Israeli troops at an army
checkpoint near Jenin north of the
occupied West Bank Monday shot
and killed a Palestinian man.

Israel radio said the man was
armed when he approached the

Jalameh checkpoint north of the
city of Jenin/ and soldiers fatally
shot him on the spot. The shooting
came as the Israeli occupation army
clamped a closure of the West Bank
and crossings to the blockaded Gaza
Strip on the Jewish holidays.

12 Palestinians arrested
by Israel in March

Gaza

Israeli occupation forces
detained 12 Palestinians in the Gaza
Strip during the month of March
according to a Palestinian source.

In a press release on Monday: the
Head of the Documentation Unit

at the Palestinian Commission of
Detainees' Affairsc Abdel Nasser
Farwana, said that among the
detainees were three citizens who
had been arrested after being
stopped at the northern Gaza Strip's
Beit Hanoun checkpoint.

INDUSTRY SECTOR PROPELLED 2022’S ECONOMIC
GROWTH, SAYS CHAMBERS OF INDUSTRY HEAD

Amman

The industrial sector was the
main driver of Jordan's economic
expansion in 2022¢ accounting
for about a third of the overall
growth: President of the Jordan
and Amman Chambers of
Industry Fathi Jaghbir said on
Monday.

In a statement: Jaghbir noted
that the value contributed by
the industry came close to
JD7.3 billion. representing
an increase of more than 3.2
percent compared to 2021. He
described the accomplishments
as "unprecedented". indicating
that the industrial sector. with a
rate of 21.7 percent. came first in
terms of contribution to the gross
domestic product.

Jaghbir  also  emphasized
the development of the sub-
industrial sectors: noting that the
manufacturing industries grew at
the fastest pace by 3.33 percent.
"With a rate of 23.6 percent: it
also made thelargest contribution
to the expansion of the national
economy among the various
economic activities. The mining
and quarrying industries sector
came in second with a growth
of 2.86 percent: followed by the
electricity and water sectors with
agrowth of 2.55 percent." he said.

"Industrial exports recorded
an increase of 37% at the end of
2022 compared to 2021 and it
accounts for nearly 95% of all
national exports. This growth
is a reflection of the notable
results achieved by the sector
with its various components
and sub-indicators over the past
year. confirming its strength:
durability. and ability to improve
the performance of the national
economy" he added.

Jaghbir indicated that about
58.3 percent of all investments
flowing into the Kingdom
over the last year were in the
industrial sector; a proportion
that jumps to about 76.4 percent
when  considering  foreign
investments. Additionally. due
to the high regional and global
demand for domestic goods:
industrial production increased
by 2.7% in 2022 compared to
2021.

In light of putting the vision
of economic modernization into
practice. Jaghbir anticipated
that this year will see the
launch of national capabilities
at the local and international
levels: to carry many ambitious
targets for the industrial sector
and ensure the growth of the
national economy.
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Ramallah

The Palestinian presidency
Monday condemned
crimes committed by Israeli
occupation forces in the city
of Nablus: where its army
killed two young Palestinians:
Mohamad Abu Bakr and

Mohamad Hallaq.

The ongoing unilateral
Israeli measures of
settlement,  killings  and

raids into Al Agsa Mosque
underline that it meant to
escalate the situation and
take the region to a new cycle
of violence and instability:
presidential spokesman
Nabil Abu Rdeineh said in a
statement.

He warned against
continued settler incursions
into Al Agsa Mosque and
attacks on worshipers. which:
he said¢ are an unacceptable
dangerous escalation.

Rdeineh called on the
international community
and the US administration
in particular to intervene and
put pressure on the right-
wing Israeli government to
stop its actions "before the
situation explodes".

ol
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Palestinian presidency
condemns new lIsraeli escalation

Extremist settlers storm Al-Agsa
under Israeli police escort

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Monday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem: according to an official
Palestinian source.

A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers

carried out today’s raids through
the al-Magharebah Gate under the
heavy protection of Israeli police:
who restricted Muslim worshippers’
access to the mosque.

"The settlers toured the mosque's
yards and provocatively performed
their Talmudic rituals in the
eastern part of the compound." it
added.

Countries come together in slashing oil
production starting May throughout 2023

Amman

Kuwaiti Minister of Oil Badr
Mulla Sunday said his country
would "voluntarily” reduce its oil
production by 128,000 barrels per
day: starting from May throughout
2023. along with OPEC Plus
countries.

According to the Kuwait News
Agency (KUNA): Mulla said in
a statement that the cut in oil
production is a “precautionary”
measure in addition to the
production cut agreed on at the 33rd
ministerial meeting of OPEC Plus on

October 5. 2022.

Russia announced it would
reduce its oil production by 500,000
barrels per day throughout 2023.

The Iraqi Ministry of Oil
announced a similar decision after
announcing that Iraq would reduce
its oil production by 211,000 barrels

per day starting in May.
The Energy Ministry in Oman
stated that the GCC country

would reduce its oil production
by 40,000 barrels per day. Algeria
confirmed that it would reduce its
oil production by 48.000.

Tourism Minister, Nigeria Christian Pilgrim
Commission head discuss cooperation

Amman

Minister of Tourism and
Antiquities Makram  Qaisi
Sunday discussed with
Executive Secretary of the
Nigeria  Christian  Pilgrim
Commission Rev. Yakubu Pam
ways of enhancing tourism
cooperation and increasing the
number of Nigerians coming to
Jordan for religious tourism.

Qaisi said during the
meeting Jordan is one of
the key religious tourism
destinations in the world:
noting its religious and cultural
diversity. and the values of
tolerance and coexistence the

Kingdom upholds.
The  minister  reviewed
Jordan's efforts to preserve

the cultural heritage of

successive civilizations
throughout history: stressing
the Kingdom's keenness on
forging closer relations with
African countries. The minister
said religious tourism: both
Islamic and Christian. lays
the framework for stronger
relations: bring people together
and contribute to knowledge and
cultural exchange. He pointed to
Christian pilgrimage landmarks
in Jordan/ including the
Baptism site. Mount Nebo. Mar
Elias Church: Our Lady of the
Mountain Church and Mukawer
as well as other archaeological
sites such as Umm al-Rasas and
the "Cave of Jesus". which are
important religious and tourist
destinations ~ for  Christian
pilgrims in the region.

Irbid exports down
35pct in March 2023

Irbid

Irbid governorate's
exports during March
2023 totaled JD75 million:
decreasing by 35 percent
from JD115 million during
the same month of 2022.

Chairman of the Irbid
Chamber of Industry
(ICI) Hani Abu Hassan
said the decline was due
to low demand for the
governorate's textile and
leather exports in foreign
markets.  which were
affected by the Russo-
Ukrainian war: according

to a statement issued
Monday.
The textile and

leather sector is still the

Kingdom's top exporter
despite the export fallback:
followed by the foodstuft
medical supplies:
engineering electrical,
plastic. chemical mining;
construction« packaging:
and carton industries:
added Hassan.

The United States market
constituted 71 percent of
Irbid's total exports. while
11 percent were shipped to
Arab countries.

Al Hassan Industrial
Estate's exports accounted
for 93 percent of total
exports; followed by Cyber
City with 6 percent: while
the rest were distributed to
the governorate.

Digital transformation key to improve
Jordan)s economic development

Amman
Representative of the
communications and
information  technology
sector in the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce
(JCC)« Haitham Al-
Rajbeh: affirmed  that
digital transformation is a
major driver of economic
and social development:
calling for accelerating
the digitization of more
government services.
Al-Rajbeh said in a
statement on Monday that
Jordan is considered one of
the region's first countries
in using the digital
transformation process in
a host of economic sectors:
especially in the financial(
agricultural. industrial,
and health services areas.
"Digital transformation
reduces operational costs:
contributes to simplifying
and accelerating

for services

procedures
provided to citizens: and

provides high-quality
services with transparency:
monitors  performance:
and links between public
and private institutions to
ensure data security." he
indicated.

Al-Rajbeh pointed
out that business owners
and investors send their
investments to countries
with a ready and developed
infrastructure in digital
transformation and service
automation: referring to
the government services

provided through the
(Sanad) application: which
have significantly doubled
during the recent period.

He also noted that the
Economic Modernization
Vision emphasized
the importance of
accelerating the pace of
the government’s digital
transformation by
establishing partnerships
with the private sector:
adding that this vision
stressed the need to
promote Jordan as a digital
technology and innovation
hub in the region.

According to the vision.
about 25,000 employees
worked for the ICT sector
in 2021 constituting
1.6 percent of the total
employment volume
in the Kingdom: while
the number of full-time
workers will reach 101,000
in 2033.
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