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Tender floated for Jordan-
Irag economic city project

Amman
Minister of Industry:
Trade. and Supply

and Minister of Labor
Yousef Shamali and Iraqi
Minister of Industry and
Minerals Khaled Battal
Al-Najm on Sunday
announced a tender to set
up a joint Jordanian-Iraqi
economic city on the
two countries' common
border.

The tender includes
finalizing studies: designs
and engineering matters
as well as drawing up
plans on the economic
city's development:
financing: management:
investment: promotion:
operation and
maintenance. The Iraqi-
Jordanian Company for
Industry. which will carry
out the project: called on
interested  international
parties specialized in the
construction of economic
cities; development zones
and free zones to bid.

The ministers said the

project is key to bolster

bilateral economic
cooperationy achieve
development and

integration in a number
of fields: provide job
opportunities attract

investments and revitalize
a host of sectors.

They pointed out that
the project was the fruit
of summits between His
Majesty King Abdullah
I Iraq's Prime Minister

al alll

———

and Egypt's president:
whose main focus was
economic cooperation
and addressing challenges
related to food security:
supply chains and
economic productivity.

Minister: Preparation in teaching key
toward distinguished education system

Amman

Preparing teachers
before starting their career
is of utmost importance to
arrive at a distinguished
and effective educational
system¢  Minister of
Education and Minister
of Higher Education and
Scientific Research Azmi
Mahafzah stressed.

Addressing a symposium
organized Saturday by the
Amman Group for Future
Dialogues on enhancing
the status and role of
Jordanian teachers in line

FUEL

AMMAN

litre in March.

The committee also decided that the price of
kerosene will remain unchanged in Aprili and
will continue to be sold at JD0.620 per litre.
The price of gas cylinders: used for cooking
and heating purposes: will remain at JD7 as
usualc according to the committee’s decision:
made in line with the Royal directives.

The committee; which meets monthly to

adjust domestic prices

price changes in the international market: said
that it referred to international oil prices to set

the prices for April.

Also on Friday: the Energy and Minerals
Regulatory Commission (EMRC) decided
to maintain the “differences in fuel prices”

category on monthly

February at zero fils per kilowatt-hour (kWh).

with international best
practices for selecting:
preparing and training
teachersc Mahafzah said
Jordanian universities have
a key role in this process
through devising teacher
training and rehabilitation
programs.

Universities also
needed to develop special
programs to  prepare
teachers and introduce
study plans. programs and
qualified teaching staff
for this purpose: he said
noting the experience of

The government’s fuel pricing committee
on Friday decided to lower the price of diesel:
unleaded 90- and 95-octane gasoline and
maintain the prices of kerosene for April.

Using the price formula for pricing fuel
derivatives. the committee said that diesel saw
a decrease of JDO0.025: and it will be sold at
JD0.785 in Aprili down from March's JD0.810.

The committee also decided that the price
of unleaded 90-octane gasoline will go down
in April to JD0.940 per litre compared with
JD0.945 in March. The price of unleaded
95-octane gasoline will also decrease in April
to JD1.180 per litrec down from JD1.185 per

consistent with oil

electricity bills for

the Queen Rania Teacher
Academy.

Mahafzah  said  the
ministry aspires to appoint
teachersafter qualifyingand
engaging them in training
programs and amending
relevant legislation: adding
that it is in cooperation
with four local universities
for this goal.

The ministry. he added:
has also amended the
teacher ranking system
including qualification and
preparation and improving
their economic condition.

stressing the importance
of continuous professional
development of teachers
based on multiple activities
and updating curricula
to keep pace with global
advancement.

Head of the Amman
Group for Future
Dialogues Bilal Al-Tal
pointed to an initiative by
the group that focused on
strengthening the status
of the teacher as part of
an integrated strategy
to revamp the national
education system.
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Parliamentary committee
debates draft protection of
personal data legislation

Amman
The Parliamentary Economy and
Investment Committee Sunday

started a debate of the draft personal
data protection law for the year
2022.

The draft is one of the key laws
on processing personal data
Head of the committee MP Omar
Nabir told the meeting: which was
attended by Minister of Economy
and  Entrepreneurship =~ Ahmed
Hanandeh( Minister of State for
Legal Affairs Nancy Namrouqa: and
National Center for Human Rights
Facilitator Reem Abu Dalbouh.
He called for sending all proposals
and comments to the committee for

further study.

Hanandeh said the draft law is
a key requirement in the digital
transformation age: stressing the
need for legislation to protect
personal data and a mechanism to
enforce the law.

For her part: Namrouqa reviewed
the reasons behind the draft law:
which came in fulfillment of the
rights and freedoms stipulated
in the Jordanian constitution: so
that the Kingdom will be among
the countries to regulate the
digital environment and protect
personal data with the ease in
collecting: keeping and processing
information.

Health Ministry monitors
Marburg Virus Disease spread
in Tanzania, Equatorial Guinea

Amman

The Ministry of Health said
Sunday it is monitoring the spread
of Marburg Virus Disease (MVD)
in Tanzania and Equatorial Guinea.

As part of the national strategy
to combat epidemics: the ministry
is constantly following up on any
developments related to viruses
and epidemics in general: in order
to deal with them: the ministry's
Undersecretary for Primary Health
Care and Epidemiology Raed
Shboul said in a press release.

He said the issue of the MVD: a
rare but severe hemorrhagic fever
which affects both people and
non-human primates will top the

agenda of the next meeting of the
Jordanian National Committee for
Epidemics.

Shboul explained that the virus:
which was detected in just the two
countries: according to the World
Health Organization: is one of the
zoonotic diseases that is transmitted
to people through infected animals
such as monkeys and fruit bats.

Infected humans can spread
Marburg virus to other humans
through exchange of blood or body
fluids (e.g. respiratory droplets:
urine. sweat saliva: semen: feces:
vomit. and breast milk) through
broken skin or mucous membranes:
he added.

Canada to provide JD63min loan
for vocational education in Jordan

Amman

The Senate approved on Sunday a
draft law ratifying a loan agreement
with Canada; under which the
North American country provides
some JD63 million (120 million
Canadian dollars) in support for
the Jordanian vocational education
system.

Approved during a session led by
Senate President Faisal Fayez and
attended by Prime Minister Bisher

Khasawneh: the loan is to bolster
the government's strategic plan
for vocational education reform
particularly finances for workshop
laboratory renovations and
vocational school maintenance as
well as purchasing new equipment.

The Jordanian and Canadian
governments signed a soft loan
agreement last January on the
sidelines of the visit of His Majesty
King Abdullah II to Canada.

E DROP IN APRIL
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King meets Bahrain monarc

Bahrain

His Majesty King
Abdullah and Bahrain King
Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa
held a meeting on Saturday
that covered bilateral ties
and the latest regional and
international developments:
according to a royal court
statement.

During their meeting at Al
Sakhir Palace and attended
by His Royal Highness
Prince Hashem bin Abdullah
IT and Bahrain Crown Prince
Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa, who is also prime
minister of Bahrain the two
leaders stressed the deep-
rooted ties between the two
countries and keenness to
bolster them. They noted
the importance of advancing
bilateral cooperation and
maintaining  coordination
on issues of mutual concern:
in service of shared interests
and Arab causes.

King Abdullah expressed
pride in the strong ties with
Bahrain« as King Hamad

commended Jordan’s
positions towards Bahrain.
The Bahraini monarch

also praised Jordan’s pivotal
role in defending Arab
causes. foremost of which
is the Palestinian cause: and
promoting joint Arab action.

King Abdullah and King
Hamad exchanged views on
regional developments and
expressed support for efforts

to reach political solutions
to crises in the region. His
Majesty attended an iftar A
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hosted by
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senior

meeting. Earlier. His
Majesty arrived at Sakhir Air

King Bahraini officials attended Base: where he was received
by King Hamad¢ Crown well as Jordan’s Ambassador
Prince Salman( and a number

of senior Bahraini officials: as

to Bahrain Rami Wreikat.

IMIF agrees $15bin loan to Ukraine - HRH Prince Feisal appointed Chair of |0C
Working Group on safeguarding in sport

Amman

The International Monetary Fund
(IMF) Saturday said its executive
doard approved a $15.6 billion
financing package for embattled
Ukraine over four years as part of
1 $115 billion international support
package.

According to Euro News: the
IMF stated that the new stream
of funds would release about $2.7
billion immediately to Ukraine. It
expressed its expectation that the
decision would help collect large-
scale financing from donors and
international partners for Ukraine.

Police arrested 931 in 524 cases in March

Amman

The Anti-Narcotics Department
(AND) arrested 931 suspects of
drug pushing in 524 cases in March
according to the Public Security
Directorate (PSD). The PSD media
department reported that as part of
'qualitative” operations to bring to

justice drug dealers and mules: the
police arrested 931 suspects. adding
thatsomeofthearrestedareclassified
as "dangerous.”" AND organised 829
educational activities in March of
several courses: lectures: workshops
and seminars in partnership with
academic and media agencies.

Kiev orders 100 armored vehicles
from Poland with EU money

Amman

Ukraine has ordered 100
Rosomak multi-role armoured
vehicles from Poland with
funding from the EU and the
US: according to what was
announced by the Polish Prime
Minister; Mateusz Morawiecki

Saturday.
According to Euronews:
Morawiecki said from the

production site of the armoured
vehicles in southern Poland: "I

received an order yesterday
from Ukrainian Prime Minister

Denis  Shmyhal for 100
Rosomak armoured vehicles
that will be manufactured
here."

The Polish Prime Minister
added that the order would
be financed by the EU directly
to Poland and American
financing obtained by Ukraine
without specifying the value of
the contract.

Amman

HRH Prince Feisal al
Hussein: International
Olympic Committee
(IOC) Executive Board
(EB) Member and Jordan
Olympic Committee
President:  has been
appointed as the Chair
of a new IOC Working
Group focused on
coordinating safeguarding
in the Olympic Movement

in recognition of his
leadership in the field.
At a conference on

Friday in Lausanne with
all 36 IFs in attendance:
as well as the Association
of  Summer  Olympic
International Federations
and the Association of
International Olympic
Winter Sports Federations:
IOC President Thomas

Bach  announced  the
formation of the Working
Group: which will consider
the best approach to
establishing independent
safeguarding systems and
structures at the national
level:  ensuring that
resources are directed to
where they are most needed
to support athletes and
build safeguarding capacity
in sports organizations.

Prince  Feisal = was
appointed to head the
group following  the

significant progress made
under his guidance in this
area over many years.
In his capacity as Chair
of the IOC Prevention of
Harassment and Abuse
in Sport Working Group:
Prince  Feisal oversaw
the IOC’s assessment in

October 2022 with all
International Federations
(IFs) on the Summer and
Winter Olympic Programs
to determine the current
status  of safeguarding
and to establish the key
challenges faced.

Prince Feisal said: "I am
honored to have been given
the opportunity to lead
the IOC’s new Working
Group on safeguarding
by President Bach and the
IOC Executive Board. I
look forward to working
alongside representatives
from both IFs and National
Olympic Committees
(NOCs) as we focus on
implementing  consistent
safeguarding measures
across all sports; at all
levels. "

"The is a critically

important program that
I am very passionate
about and to see all the
IFs respond to the IOC’s
assessment last October
shows  how  seriously
Olympic stakeholders are
taking it. This is validation
for the work that has
already been done in the
fight for safe sport: but we
are committed to doing
more and this Working
Group will play a key
role in helping safeguard
increasing numbers of
vulnerable athletes around
the world/"the  Prince
added.

"We all  have a
responsibility to ensure that
everyone has access to safe:
inclusive. and accessible
sporting  environments:"
the Prince noted.

Jordan exports to US grew 22% in January

Amman

Jordanian exports to the
United States grew by 22.1
percent in January to about
JD118 million: compared
to JD96 million in the same
period last year: according
to Department of Statistics'
foreign trade data.

It showed the value of
the Kingdom's imports
from the United States also
increased in January by
38.2 percent to reach about
JD150 million: compared
to JD109 million in the
same period in 2022.

The volume of trade
between Jordan and the
United States in January
was at about JD268
millioni compared to
JD205 million in the same

period last year. while the
Kingdom's trade balance
deficit with the United

States reached  about
JD32 million in January:
compared to JD13 million

in the same period of the
previous year( according to
the figures.
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