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Jordan witnessing evolution in political
modernisation: Hanss Seidel official

Amman

The regional
representative  of  the
Jordan office for Hanss
Seidel Foundation: Kristof
W. Duwaerts: Friday
said( "Jordan is witnessing
remarkable development
in the political
modernisation system
and is moving towards the
goals set to enhance the
role of youth and women
in partisan and political
participation."

In an interview with
the Jordan News Agency:

Duwaerts said modern
Jordanian legislation
allows young Jordanians
to actively participate in
partisan and political life
and move civil society
towards drawing the
contours of the future
it wants and facing
challenges.

He added that the
goals of Hanss Seidel
are in tandem with the
objectives of the Jordanian
government in increasing
and strengthening the
participation of women

and youth in public work:
adding that this would
be through programmes
implemented by the
Foundation in partnership
with the government and
governmental and CSOs.

He noted that
the Foundation
sought to achieve the
recommendations of
the Royal Commission
to reform the political
system since it established
several programmes
and projects to educate
Jordanians about the new

partisan laws and the need
to participate in decision-
making and policies.

He said the Foundation
supported the training
of 4,500 public officials
and active youth on good
governance: Integrity and
combating corruption.

Duwaerts noted that the
Foundation would launch
the "She Can" project next
month. It aims to create
and establish a national
pressure platform for
women  defenders of
remote areas in Jordan.

New York grand jury indicts
Trump in hush money case

New York
A grand jury in
Manhattani New  York

City. voted last night to
indict previous President
Donald Trump: the first
such indictment against an
American president.

The jury heard evidence

in the so-called hush money
investigation alleging that
in the run-up to the 2016
electionc Trump's former
personal attorney. Michael
Cohen: paid a woman in
the adult entertainment
industry $130.000 for her
silence about an alleged

affair she had with Trump
in 2006. The jury consists
of citizens chosen with
great care from among the
city’s residents. based on
eligibility and impartiality:
with a panel for each case
separately by the court.

A spokesman for the

Manhattan Attorney
General's Office stated: "We
contacted Trump's lawyer
to  coordinate  Trump's
surrender to the Manhattan
Attorney General's Office."
adding that "guidance will be
provided when determining
the date of the summons."
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Pakistan: Ramadan food package
distribution stampede kills 11

Amman

Atleast 11 people were killed and
several others injured on Friday
in a stampede during a free food
distribution campaign in Karachi.
southern Pakistan.

The incident occurred while
people were gathering at a dyeing
factory in the city's industrial area
to collect food rations as part of

charity campaigns that Karachi
residents. according to Pakistan's
"Geo News" channel. Medics and
police officials told Geo News that
among the dead in the incident were
eight women and three children.
The latest tragedy comes days after 4
older people were killed in a similar
stampede in the Pakistani province
of Punjab last week.

Kerosene prices fixed, diesel,
gasoline prices come down

Amman

The  Petroleum  Derivatives
Pricing Committee Friday reduced
the selling price of diesel fuel to 785
fils per liter down from 810 fils and
the price of 90-octane gasoline to
940 fils per liter down from 945 fils

and the price of 95-octane gasoline
to 1180 fils per liter down from
1185 fils. It decided to fix the price
of kerosene for the month of April
at 620 fils per liter and to keep the
price of a gas cylinder at JOD7 per
cylinder.

UAE envoy confirms
«depth> of Jordan-UAE ties

Amman

The UAE Ambassador to Jordan
Sheikh Khalifa Al Nahyan: hosted a
Ramadan on Thursday evening with
the participation of Senate Speaker
Faisal Fayez and the head and
members of the Emirati-Jordanian
Brotherhood Parliamentary
Committee.

Al Nahyan confirmed the "depth"
of relations between Jordan and the
UAE.

For their part. Fayz and members
of the Brotherhood Committee
expressed their "pride” in the level of
relations between the two countries
and their keenness to improve
them.

MAHAFZAH LAUDS DONORS SUPPORT TO
PROVIDE EDUCATION ’F@R REFUGEE CHILDREN

Amman

Minister of Education:
Mahafzah
donors'

Azmi
commended the

continued support for the
Jordanian government in
its endeavor to fulfill its
commitments to ensure
"fair" access to high-quality
education  for  refugee
children in Jordan.
Mahafzah made the
remarks during his visit
accompanied by heads
of international missions
from Australiac Canada:
European  Union (EU)
Germany: Norway: United
Kingdom and US Agency for
International Development
(USAID) to Dhahiyat Prince
Hasan Elementary Mixed
School: which  supports
Syrian refugee children: in
a bid to highlight the "key"
achievements made under
Accelerating  Access to
Education Initiative (AAI).
The AAI . through its
various activities: supported
about 151:668 Syrian refugee

children: and approximately

other nationalities; to get

a quality education: as the
3.790 refugee children of main focus of the initiative

was to ensure that refugees

-
e,

and  vulnerable

education:

aba @r««ﬁm-

D)

in Jordan have access to
according  to

groups an  Education  Ministry
statement.
Mahafzah also referred

to a "key" achievement of
the AAI's second phase: as
1595 Jordanian children:
388 Syrian refugee peers:

and 30 refugee children of
other nationalities were
supported: in  addition
to supporting the pilot
program in 60 schools
for 2(013 children with
disabilities and learning
difficulties.

The initiative's efforts
were not only limited to
hiring inclusive education
staffi but also sought to
provide more educational
materials and audiovisual
and kinetic medical aids( the
statement noted.

In addition. the
initiative aimed to develop
"institutional” exam and
monitoring guidelines
aimed to integrate children
with disabilitiesc  and
train administrative and
educational workers in
all schools on inclusive
education  conceptsc the
statement added.
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King congratulates UAE president
on recent appointments

Amman

HisMajestyKing Abdullah.
in a phone call on Friday
with United Arab Emirates
President Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan:
expressed congratulations on
the appointment of Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan as crown

prince of Abu Dhabi.
According to a royal
court statementc  King

Abdullah also congratulated
the UAE president on the
appointment of Mansour bin
Zayed Al Nahyan as UAE
vice president: and Sheikh
Hazza bin Zayed Al Nahyan
and Sheikh Tahnoun bin
Zayed Al Nahyan as deputy
rulers of Abu Dhabi.

His = Majesty  wished
them all success in service
of the UAE( under Sheikh
Mohamed’s leadership:
stressing the deep-rooted
ties between Jordan and the
UAE.

Israeli police kill Palestinian
in occupied Jerusalem

Occupied Jerusalem

A 26-year-old Palestinian
was shot dead by Israeli police
Friday night at a gate of the Old
City of Jerusalem: prompting
the occupation forces to close all
entrances to Al-Agsa Mosque/
Haram Al Sharif compound.

Eyewitnesses told Petra reporter
in Ramallah that Israeli forces
stormed the holy esplanade: closed
its doors: hemmed in worshippers
and guards after they shot a man
near the Chain Gate: killing him
instantly.

Police also closed Al-Sahira and

Damascus Gates: barring entry to
the Old City.

According to a police statement:
the man. who came from the Arab
Beduin town of Hura in Negev
attacked a policeman and managed
to fire shots from a policeman's
gun which he tried to grab during
a struggle. and policemen at the
site fatally shot him. However:
witnesses and family members
denied the police allegations: saying
he was killed in cold blood at close
range without posing any danger:
and demanded the release of video
footage of the shooting.

Huawei revenue in
2022 at $92bln: Report

Amman

Huawei has released its
2022 annual report with steady
operations throughout the
reporting year as the company
netted USD92.37 billion in
revenue and USD5.12 billion in
net profits. The report: entitled
Steady Operations: Sustainable
Survival and Development:
notes that Huawei continues to
strengthen investment in R&D:
with an annual expenditure
of USD23.22 billion in 2022,
25.1% of the company's annual
revenue.

The total R&D expenditure
over the past ten years to more

than USD140.55 billion.
“In 2022 a challenging
external environment and

non-market factors continued
to take a toll on Huawei's

operations". said Eric Xuw
Huawei's Rotating Chairman
at the company's annual report
press conference.

"Amid this storm: we kept
racing ahead: doing everything
in our power to maintain
business continuity and serve
our customers. We also went
to great lengths to grow the
harvest." Xu added.

Huawei's CFO  Sabrina
Meng said "Despite substantial
pressure in 2022 our overall
business results were in line
with forecast. At the end of
2022, our liability ratio was
58.9%: and our net cash balance
was USD 25.35 billion. "

LOCAL

Petra posts record
number of tourists in Q1

Petra
The ancient city of
Petra posted a record

number of visitors in the
first quarter of the year
as more than 300.000
people made it to the red
rose cityc most of them
foreign tourists¢ according
to Petra Development
and  Tourism  Region
Authority (PDTRA) Chief

Commissioner  Suleiman
Al-Farajat.

The number of visitors
in the first quarter was the
highest in the Petra tourism
history with 324,350
people: including 292,350
foreigners; marking an
increase of 35 percent over
the same period in 2019; he
told Petra in an interview
Saturday.

Al-Farajat  said  the
month of March set a
record for the first time
as 143,962 people entered
the site. including 131.116
foreigners. about 91
percent.

He said that the US
nationality came first as
23,746 Americans visited
the tourist attraction in
March: followed by Italy:

16,108 France: 13(962 and
Germany 13.565.

The rise in numbers
means more direct income
to local communities:
he pointed out; adding
that many of PDTRA
future projects will focus
on expanding areas
benefiting from tourism
and improving services and
infrastructure.

UNESCO calls stronger
ethical codes for Al

Amman

UNESCO Friday urged
countries to implement its
recommendation issued in
2021 to regulate AI after
Elon Musk and hundreds of
experts called for stopping
the development of Al
programmes for six months:

warning of "great risks to
humanity.”" "The world
needs stronger ethics for
Al and this is the challenge
we face today." UNESCO
Director-General Audrey
Azoulay said in a statement.
The 193 UN member states
unanimously approved

in November 2021 the
"first global normative
framework for the ethical
use of artificial intelligence."
which is a "road map for
countries that describe
how to make the most of
the benefits of AI while
minimising the risks arising

from this technology."
according to UNESCO.
"The time has come to
implement strategies and
regulations at the national
levelc and we must turn
words into action:" Azoulay
said in a statement posted
on UNESCO's website.

US House: Impeachment of Trump has
caused irreparable damage to the country

Washington

US House of Representatives Speaker
Kevin McCarthy Friday said the decision
to impeach Donald Trump
"irreparable damage" to the country at a
time when allies of the former president
launched a fierce attack on Democrats:
according to the Washington Daily News.

McCarthy accused the Manhattan
Attorney Generali Democrat Alvin Bragg:
of " irreparably damaged our country in
an attempt to interfere in our upcoming
presidential elections in 2024."

He added: "The American people will
not tolerate this injustice; and the House
of Representatives will hold Alvin Bragg
and his unprecedented abuse of power

accountable.”

Ron DeAntisc Donald Trump's main
competitor for the Republican nomination
in the 2024 US presidential election. said
that the accusation of former President
Trump is "contrary to American values."
according to the Washington Daily.

caused
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