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18 water management pilots by Jordanian
entrepreneurs in Jerash, Mafrag

Amman
The Jordanian start-
ups that participated

in "Scaling up Water
Innovation for Climate
Security" project installed
18 water management
pilots in northern
governorates of Mafraq
and Jerash to consolidate
sustainable development

goals and water
conservation.

The Swedish
International
Development Agency
(SIDA)-funded  project
is being implemented

by the United Nations
Development Programme
(UNDP) in cooperation
with the Royal Scientific
Society (RSS).

The project is part of
"The Climate Facility to
Achieve the Sustainable

Development Goals:
Climate Action for
Human  Security in
the Arab Region"
regional project.
The project aims to
produce replicable
and expandable
environmental
models for long-
term sustainable
development.

To realise the

Sustainable Development
Goal SDG 9¢ "Industry:

Innovation and
Infrastructure." RSS and
UNDP seek to build
resilient  infrastructure:
stimulate inclusive
sustainable local
manufacturing enabling
environment and

encourage innovation for
local hosting communities
in consultation with the
hosting communities and

refugees.

The contribution
to food security and
promoting  sustainable

agriculture is one of the
priorities of the project
through enhancing ways
to preserve agriculture
and improve crops.

The project contributes

to achieving gender
equality and women
empowerment by

targeting and empowering
women and youth
associationsin the targeted
host communities as
change agents carrying
out activities under the
project.

It supports climate
change adaptation
measures by leveraging
water  efficiency and
smart agriculture
technologies contributing
to the  achievement
of  sustainable  water
management.

Climate security may
be achieved indirectly by
supporting opportunities
for youth: as one of
the  change  agents
so as to contribute to
addressing the scarcity
of water resources that
would cause additional
tensions between local
communities and
between refugees and host
communities¢ said the
project team.

Small-scale innovative
water solution
technologies were piloted
in Mafraq and Jerash
by small-medium-sized
enterprises (SMEs) and
entrepreneurs in water
innovationc under the
supervision of the project
team.

These

SMEs were

empowered to contribute
to  addressing  water
and  climate  change
challenges in their

communities added the
team. The project will
create job opportunities
for Jordanian host
communities and Syrian

refugees in Mafraq and
Jerash.
Founded in 1970 as

a national organization
to actively advise and
support the development
of Jordan with sound

technical and  policy
advice: and consultations:
the  RSS  undertakes
specialized and accredited
testingc research work
with local industries and
universities. consultations
for the private and public
sectorsc and works in
partnership with regional
and international
organisations.

The RSS strives to
support entrepreneurship
and develop awareness
and training programmes
to engage national
institutions and
local communities in
addressing national
challenges:  particularly
water and agriculture.

UNDP is the UN global
development network
advocating  change. It
assists countries to acquire
knowledge: experience and

resources to support people
build a better life. Through

its activitiesc UNDP
focuses on sustainable
development: democratic
governance and peace-
building; building
resilience to climate
and  disasters; women

empowerment. knowledge
societies:  energy.  the
environment and youth.

Healthcare workers discuss live-saving
potential of national telemedicine system

AMMAN

The introduction of
a national telemedicine
system could connect
thousands of  patients
living in rural areas with
healthcare services and
protect frontline healthcare
workers.  helping  them

focus on acute cases: say
experts.

Ali is 33 years old and
lives in Irbid. He was born
with a rare disease and uses
a wheelchair.

“Transportation for
disabled individuals in
Jordan is a struggle.” Ali

told The Jordan Times.

Ali has routine medical
check-ups in Amman
approximately 80km
south of his home. Every
three months he has to
rent a private car and ask
friends to take off work to
drive him to the doctor's

clinic.

“Aside from the fact that
people with disabilities in
Jordan need transportation
and infrastructure. online
doctor's appointments
would be a huge relief to
myself and people around
me." said Ali.
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RCJA: Israel should be held accountable
for Al-Agsa Mosque incursions

Amman

Secretary-General of  Royal
Committee for Jerusalem Affairs
(RCJA)c  Abdullah Kanaan
said Israeli daily incursions into
Jerusalem's Al-Agsa Mosque is a
crime as part of Israel's growing
attacks in the holy city and occupied
Palestine « which callson holding Tel
Aviv accountable internationally.

Kanaan, in an interview with
"Petra.” on Wednesday: said
Israel's Judaizing policy reveals
the true face of its extreme right-
wing government. adding that its
leadership: programs and alliances
are based on mythical Zionist
allegations: aimed to divide Al-Agsa
Mosque temporally and spatially:
establish the alleged temple; and
Judaize every inch in Jerusalem.

RCJA sees activities to Judaize
Jerusalem are becoming more
dangerous: especially alleged Jewish
holidays: which fuel hatred and

extremism and sees heinous racist
crimes against the Palestinians: he
pointed out.

In additionc he called on
launching urgent international
intervention to protect Palestinian
people and their rights to worship
and self- determination.

Kanaan added: "If Israel wants
peace: it must urgently stop all its
violations. abide by all international
resolutions related to Palestine; and
avoid tampering with Jerusalem's
existing historical situation. "

Jordan-run Islamic Endowments
Department in Jerusalem is the only
body with exclusive authority to
manage Al-Aqgsa Mosque affairs. he
said.

Jordan; he noted: will remain the
historical custodian over Jerusalem's
Islamic and Christian sanctities and
will maintain its firm support and
defense for Palestine and Jerusalemx
regardless of the sacrifices made.

EBRD president says Jordan»s economy
showed resilience to global shocks

Amman

PresidentoftheEuropeanBankfor
Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) Odile Renaud-Basso has
said that the Jordanian economy
showed resilience to global shocks:
including the Covid-19 pandemic:
inflation and the war in Ukraine.

In an interview with the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) on Tuesday:
the EBRD president said the
Kingdom managed to contain the
fallout from the war in Ukraine
on its food supplies: thanks to its
strategic stockpiles.

Renaud-Basso indicated that the
outlook for the national economy is
positive but there are still challenges
that must be dealt with namely
high unemployment which now
stands at 22 percent.

She stressed that attracting more
foreign investment is essential
to achieving the desired growth
rates. pointing out that Jordan has
strong assets. as evidenced by its
skilled human capital and strong
administrative capabilities.

The EBRD president highlighted
the bank's operations in Jordan and
said the bank provides finance and
technical assistance to spur private
sector investments and growth.

Renaud-Basso underlined that

the bank's main focus areas align
with the main themes of Jordan's
Economic Modernization Vision.
including the water-food-energy
nexus as well as public-private
partnerships.

She also spoke about the EBRD's
support and finance of green and
sustainable projects: citing the
bank's Green Star Venture which
is aimed at supporting innovative
early-stage ventures with green
technology and solutions in the
EBRD's countries of operation.

The president of the EBRD
emphasized that the primary
element  that  will  govern
competition and competitiveness
will be whether or not a project
or product is environmentally
friendly.

Since the start of its operations
in Jordan in 2012 the EBRD has
invested more than €1.9 billion in
the country through 71 projects.
Under the EBRD’s Municipal
Resilience Refugee Response
Framework: a total of €180 million
of EBRD financing and €130 million
in grants has been mobilized to date.

The Bank’s priority in Jordan is to
support sustainable energy: finance
private enterprises and promote
infrastructure reform

EBRD PROVIDES €30-MILLION GRANT TO CONSTRUCT
WASTEWATER TREATMENT FACILITY IN AL GHABAWI

Amman

The Ministry of
Planning and International
Cooperation announced
Tuesday an additional a
€30-million grant from
the European Union (EU)
through the European Bank
for  Reconstruction and
Development (EBRD): to
finance the construction
of a greenfield wastewater
treatment facility in Al
Ghabawi on the outskirts of
the capitali Amman.

Minister of Planning and
International Cooperation:
Zeina Toukan( said that
the total financing for the
project amounts to €71.3
million funded by the
aforementioned grant. and
a €41.3-million soft loan
provided by the EBRD.

Toukan added that the
funding will contribute to
the construction of a modern
wastewater treatment plant
in the Al-Ghabawi area: in
order to improve the level of
services provided to citizens:

and develop the water and
sanitation system¢ in line
with government priorities
within the Executive Program
20232025- to the economic
modernization vision.

The project will contribute
to raise the efficiency of
the wastewater treatment
system in Jordan. address
environmental risks and
any health damage in the
surrounding area, and
rehabilitate  capacities in
refugee hosting areas.

The  agreement  was
signed in the presence of
EBRD  President  Odile

Minister of

Renaud-Basso:
Planning and International
Cooperation: Zeina Toukan

Minister of Water and
Irrigationi Mohamed Al
Najjar and EU Ambassador
to Jordan Maria
Hadjitheodosiou.

Minister Toukan said: "I
would like to sincerely thank
the EBRD for the concessional
support extended to this
priority project. I would
also like to thank the EU
for offering this significant
grant of €30 million: which
provides a more flexible and
speedy response to the urgent

needs to support investment
projects. Indeed: EBRD in
Jordan has been a true success
storyc which  translated
into concrete projects on
the ground supporting key
sectors and areas in Jordan."

In turn. Minister of Water
and Irrigationc Muhammad
Najjarc said that the Water
Authority / Ministry of Water
and Irrigation will establish a
wastewater purification plant
transported by tankers in
the Al Ghabawi area; 20 km
east of the capitali Amman
with an estimated capacity
of 24,750 cubic meters per

day. by which the station
would receive waste water
tanks instead of the primary

treatment plant in Ain
Ghazal area.
President Renaud-Basso

said: "We are very proud
to support the government
of Jordan in improving and
increasing the capacity of
Jordan’s wastewater services
through the construction of
the Al Ghabawi septic tank
facility. This investment
will not only provide better
services for households
not connected to the main
system: but it will also

support  the  country’s
resilience to the refugee
crisis through additional
infrastructure capacity while
mitigating environmental
harm in the surrounding
communities. "

European Union
Ambassador to Jordan
Maria Hadjitheodosiou
said: "The  Al-Ghabawi
wastewater project is
not only a wastewater

treatment facility; it will set
an example on resources’
efficiency and combine the
possibility to exploit sludge
further in waste-to-energy:
as well as the possibility for
contributing to composting
Such  projects contribute
to the improvement of the
lives of people living in these
communitiess and  offer
opportunities for training
and employment: in addition
to contributing to Jordan’s
efforts for meet its Nationally
Determined Contributions
(NDCs) in climate change
action.
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Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah
on Wednesday met Lebanese
Foreign Minister Abdallah
Bou Habib at Al Husseiniya
Palace.

The meeting covered the
deep-rooted bilateral ties and
means to expand cooperation
across all fields.

King Abdullah reaffirmed
Jordan’s ongoing support for
Lebanon and the Lebanese

people.
The meeting also covered
the latest regional and

international developments:
foremost of which is the
Palestinian cause.

Moreover: discussions
addressed the situation of
Syrian refugees and the
burden shouldered by host
countriesc as well as the
need for the international
community to step up its
support.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadic and Director of the
Office of His Majesty Jafar
Hassan attended the meeting.

=]

Army chief, lraqi defense
minister talk military cooperation

Amman

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Stafft Maj. Gen. Yousef Huneiti
Wednesday received Iraqi Defense
Minister Thabet Abbasi and the
accompanying delegation.

During the meeting: Huneiti
discussed with the Iraqi delegation
the future of the two armies'
military cooperation and the latest
developments on the regional and
international arenas in a way that
serves interests of the two countries'
armed forces.

Huneiti said: " Jordanian-Iraqi
relations constitute a model to be
followed in facing various challenges

and difficulties;" adding that
cooperation continues with Iraqi
armed forces in all military fields.
by harnessing mutual expertise and
capabilities.

For his part. the Iraqi defense
minister stressed the "deep-rooted”
bilateral relations: lauding Jordan's
"pivotal”rolein combating terrorism
and extremism and establishing the
region's security and stability.

Huneiti and the Iraqi delegation
were briefed on the projected
cooperation areas in a manner
consistent with the nature of
developments taking place in the
region at various levels.

[ndustry ministry implemented 183
market inspection tours- Ofhicial

Amman

Since the beginning of
Ramadan: Ministry of Industry:
Trade and Supply has carried
out 183 market inspection
tours: including 2:804 visits to
establishments: to follow up on
compliance with price caps set
for poultry products.

In a statement to "Petra"
on Wednesday: the ministry's
media advisor: Yanal

tickets

said 149
were issued: including 30 for

Baramawy:

violating announced price
ceilings. Theministry. henoted:
will continue its intensive field
tours to markets on a daily
basis to monitor commodity
prices. During daily follow-up.
many commodities especially
vegetables: mainly cucumber
and meat varietiesc saw a
"significant" drop in prices.

—

LOCAL

King meets Lebanon FM

PM: Gov't pays attention to
protect, achieve citizens' interests

Amman
Prime Minister; Dr.
Bishr Khasawneh: said

the government has not
made any amendments
to the Student Support

Fund system: nor to
any  procedures  and
mechanisms related to

granting student grants
and loans in this regard.

The premierc during
a Lower House session
Wednesday: announced
that the government has
allocated an additional
JD12.5 million in 2023
for the Student Support
Fund: at the request of
Parliament.

He pointed out that the
government "successfully”
covered 100% of university
studentsc who applied to
benefit from grants and
loans from the fund during
2022.

Khasawneh said:
government is  proud
for working diligently.
round the clock to
facilitate citizens' life." in
implementation of His
Majesty King Abdullah II's
directives as a key basis for
tulfilling its constitutional
oath.

The PM added: "The
government exhibits
concern and fear over
citizens' interestsc which
refutes allegations that
it takes measures in the

"The

opposite direction."

In addition PM affirmed
that the government: with
House speakership and its
permanent office; reached

a clear" mechanism
regarding medical
exemptions provided for
eligible citizens who are not
covered by health insurance
services.

Khasawneh pointed
out that about 4.000 to
5.000 medical exemptions
were issued to ineligible
people: and half of them
were covered by civil or

military health insurance
services.

Regardingthe diplomatic
corps system¢ the PM
noted this system governed
diplomats' appointments
in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates for
decades: and amendments
are made to it like any
other regulation through
Ministerial Legal
Committee in Legislation
and Opinion Bureau.

The diplomatic
corps system is the
controlling mechanism for

appointing diplomats in a
"competitive" framework at
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates: he added.

He also stressed
that Cabinet and the
government "do not pay a
price secretly or publicly”
in return for approval
of  legislation. adding
that: "the gov't distances

itself from this matter
within the framework
of its constitutional

responsibility and within
framework of our national
culture.”

Highways’ Patrols continues Iftar initiative
to urge drivers to slow down at sunset

Amman

The Department of
Highways’ Patrols at Public
Security Department
(PSD) continued its "Slow
down; your Iftar is with
us"c initiative. which aims
to provide drivers with Iftar
meals at sunset during the
holy month of Ramadan
and urge them to be careful
and slow down while

driving in order to preserve
their lives.

Through its initiative:
launched at the beginning
of Ramadan: the Highways’
Patrols Department
provided  datesc water:
and Iftar meals to drivers
on highways. in addition
to allocating dining tables
for those who wish to rest
at the integrated stations

on highways: especially
for those who drive
long distances between
the  governorates. The

department leveraged this
occasion to emphasize
the social fabric and the
human nature of the PSD's
work: while performing its
important role in provide
advice and instructions
aimed at securing drivers

to reach their destinations
safely. The PSD said it
raised readiness in all
formations and  units;
focusing on educational
and advisory roles: to
ensure a safe environment
during the holy month of
Ramadan: urging drivers
to slow down and adhere
to traffic rules on internal
roads and highways.
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