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JBA, Turkish envoy
talk economic ties

Amman

The Jordanian
Businessmen Association
(JBA) discussed Tuesday:
with the Turkish
Ambassador Erdem
Ozan means to develop
economic relations and
the role of the business
community in this regard.

According to a JBA
statement;  the two
sides stressed the need
to activate the joint
Jordanian-Turkish
Business Councili which
was established in 1994
to link the association and

the Foreign Economic
Relations ~ Board  of
Turkiye: in addition to
boosting cooperation in
medical tourism.

During the meeting:
the JBA President Hamdi
Tabbaa said that Jordan
had managed to weather
the storm of international
economic disruptions and
cement its reputation as
a secure investment hub
in the region: thanks to
its steadfast commitment
to maintaining a stable
investment environment.

Tabbaa indicated

that the association is
preparing to hold an
international conference
for French-speaking
business = owners  in
mid-May. calling on
the Turkish business
community to participate
and learn about existing
investment opportunities
in various sectors.

In turng Ozan
highlighted prospects for
investment cooperation
pointing out that his
country is interested in
investing in the Kingdom.

He also pointed to the

embassy's commitment
to cooperation to network
between the business
communities in Jordan
and Turkiye: stressing the
role of the joint business
council in revitalizing
trade and investment
relations. The ambassador
lauded Jordan's support
for his country during
the  earthquake and
the provision of aid
noting that Turkiye was
negatively affected by the
lossesitsuffered asaresult.
which means its economy
needs time to recover.

Local administration ministry unveils
participatory gender audit report

Amman

The Ministry of Local
Administration on
Tuesday  released the
results of its Canadian-
funded participatory
gender audit. a tool used
for assessing progress
towards gender equality.

The objectives of the
audit include assessing the
extent to which the gender
perspective is integrated
into the policies: strategies:
initiatives documents: and
budgets of the ministry:
documenting good
practices and identifying
areas for improvement in
the efforts to mainstream
the perspective of social
cooperation to achieve
gender justice in the
ministry and build
institutional commitment:
in addition to building a
baseline for the ministry's
development on gender

issues.

During a workshop:
Secretary-General of the
ministry Hussein Muhaidat
underlined its commitment
to enhancing legislative
response to achieve justice

and equal opportunities
for both genders in line
with  the international

agreements that Jordan has
committed to with the aim
of promoting equality and

preventing gender-based
discrimination among
employees.

He pointed out that
the launch of the report
which  was  conducted
in cooperation with the
Federation of Canadian
Municipalities' Jordan
Municipal Support Project:
was a culmination of efforts
aimed at reducing the
gender gap in the ministry.

Director of the Jordan
Municipal Support Project
Gaby Senay stressed the
importance of cooperation
with the ministry on several
issues and projects aimed
at improving the work
environment: pointing
out that the participatory
gender audit aims to
achieve gender justice at
work and provide equal
opportunities for all.

Amman

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh Tuesday met with
President of the European Bank for
Reconstruction and Development
(EBRD) Odile Renaud-Basso and
an accompanying delegation.

During the meeting: the Prime
Minister lauded the bank's support
in a number of sectors: announcing
the signing of a 30-million-euro
grant agreement with the bank
at the Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation today
for the construction of a water
treatment plant in the al-Ghabawi
area.

He underscored the partnership
between Jordan and the EBRD:
pointing out that the bank is one
of the most important partners and
supporters of Jordan's public and
private sectors.

2023 4137 (29) sla¥!
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PM, EBRD president
talk partnership

The Prime Minister stressed
the importance of Renaud-Basso's
visit to enhance cooperation and
to look firsthand at the investment
environment in the Kingdom
expressing hope for further
investments in many vital areas.

Khasawneh pointed to plans
to pass a law for partnership
between the public and private
sectors to overcome the obstacles
that result from the current law
to the implementation of many
development and service projects.

For her partt Renaud-Basso
indicated that the bank is looking
forward to expanding its operations
and investments in the Kingdomu
stressing the bank's interest in
many projects that Jordan intends
to implement; especially in areas
of energy: water: clean energy:. and
green economy.

Unified ticket sales at
JD4.3mlin in 2 months

Amman

Sales of the wunified ticket
electronic system topped JD4.374
million during January-February
of 2023, up from JD2.706 million
in 2019 which is tourism's "golden
year". according to the Ministry of
Tourism. A statement on Tuesday
said some 60.000 tickets were
sold during January-February:
compared to 37.235 tickets sold in
the same period of 2019.

A JD70 ($99) ticket allows
for visiting over 40 tourist and

archaeological sites and exempts
tourist groups and people of all
nationalities from entry visa fees:
provided that the ticket is purchased
before entering the Kingdom.

Launched in late 2015¢ the
ticket system contributed to an
increase in the number of tourists
to the Kingdom: prolonged their
stay and motivated them to visit
many archaeological sites¢ which
increased the Kingdom's income
from the sector: the statement
added.

TAKING & STANCE, JORDAN'S FIRST BLIND JUDO TEAM BREAKS BARRIERS

AMMAN

Jordanian Suleiman Al
Arini, an international judo
coach and referee: has taken
on a mission to train the first
blind judo team in Jordan.

Arini decided to start
this project when he
was refereeing a judo

tournament in Egypt. where
he noticed that there were
blind judo competitors from
different Arab countries.

He started by reaching
out to the principal of
the Abdullah bin Umm
Maktoum School for blind
students: who welcomed the
idea.

After gaining approval
from the Ministry of
Education and the Jordan
Paralympic Committee: the
team¢ which is currently
made up of five fighters:
began training in June 2022.

The training is conducted
at the Jordan Judo Federation
free-of-charge: according to
Arini.

In an interview with The
Jordan Times; he noted
that judo is popular among
blind and visually impaired
athletes: as “it’s one of the few
competitive sports in which
they can participate without
major accommodations”.

To provide the best
learning environment for his
blind students. Arini relies
on verbal instructions. “I try
to be as descriptive and exact
as possible:” he said.

Whether they are sighted
or visually impaired: the
teaching process depends
on each individual athlete’s
strengths and weaknesses:
he added.

However: in order to
allow blind students to be as
“self-sufficient” as possible:
it’'s essential to make sure
that they are aware of their
surroundings by describing

the room and allowing
them to explore it before the
training begins: Arini said.

He also pointed out that
his students do not only train
and compete among each
other; they’re also integrated
into regular judo classes
whenever possible.

Judo  helps  visually
impaired persons attain
independence of movement
by improving their
coordination. balance and
speed; “it even teaches them
how to fall safely. which can
help them better adapt to
obstacles they might face in

everyday life”. he added.

Aside from improving
physical health and
overall fitness: the sport
also promotes teamwork:
discipline and self-
confidence: Arini said.

Mohammad Arab. 17

started training with coach
Arini last year and he already
has plans to “make Jordan
proud” by participating in
and winning international
tournaments in the future.

“I train for one and a half
hour three times a week( and
I love every minute of it”
he told The Jordan Times:

Al [

noting that practising the
sport has helped him step out
of his comfort zone.

Arab’s father said that
his son “found himself in
judo”.

“I am beyond proud.
With the help of his coach:
Mohammad has enough will
and drive to commit to this:
and hopefully score wins in
international competitions:”
he told The Jordan Times.

Alaa Abu Khadra; a
student at the University of
Jordan’s Faculty of Sports
Sciences: started training
with Arini last November

and won her first silver
medal in January after
competing with sighted
fighters.

In an interview with The
Jordan Times: the 21-year-
old said that during the time
leading up to the match: she
felt “scared and anxious”.

“Before the match: I kept
calling the coach for tips and
reassurance. Going through
with it — despite my fear —
definitely changed me; I am
braver and I have more faith
in what I am capable of.”
she said.

Unlike most sports:

which can require a personal
attendant and spaces that
meet certain requirements:
Judo involves “minimal”
accommodations for persons
with visual impairments:
according to Abu Khadra.

“Still it was really hard at
firste but step by step I felt
more confident and at ease.
Now nothing is stopping
me from making it to
international tournaments;”
she said.

Arini’s  current team
members are between the
ages of 16 and 21. His future
plans involve establishing a
summer judo camp for blind
children.
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Queen Rania attends Bisat Al Reeh Exhibition
opening, visits Islamic Arts Biennale in Jeddah

Jeddah

Her Majesty Queen Rania
Al Abdullah attended the
opening of Bisat Al Reeh’s
22nd annual exhibition at
the Jeddah Superdome on
Monday night. held under
the patronage of Her Royal
Highness Princess Adelah
bint Abdullah bint Abdulaziz
Al Saud.

The Princess is the
Chairwoman of the National
Charity Foundation for
Home Healthcare (NHHCF)
"We Care" Board of Trustees:
and the exhibition’s proceeds
gotowards funding programs
under the NHHCEF. which
aim to provide medical care
for those in need.

Held over a period of six
days. Bisat Al Reeh is part
of Saudi Arabia’s Ramadan
events organized by the
Saudi Ministry of Culture:
and is host to more than
170 local and regional
participating entities from
over 15 countries.

Welcoming Her Majesty:
President of Bisat Al
Reeh Exhibition and Vice
President of the National
Charity Foundation for
Home  Healthcare "We
Care". Abeer Qabbani: stated
that the Queen’s attendance
lends great significance
to the exhibition and
emphasizes its global reach:
which is evident in a strong
international  participation
in this year’s iteration.

Alongside 150 participants ~ products: and fashion items.

from across the globe( Jordan

Later that evening: Her
Setting itself apart as Majesty

River Designs made its debut one of the most popular inaugural

Biennale:
also visited the over 300 works
Islamic ~ Arts These include 40 pieces

as a vendor this year. with
a display of handcrafted
heritage items.

Participants at this year’s
exhibition will showcase a
variety of home and lifestyle
products including home
accessories: jewelry. food

Army Chief inaugurates Sheikh Mohammed

events in the kingdom: the

Biennale in Jeddah produced

exhibitionc whose opening by Diriyah Biennale
was attended by a number Foundationc a  nonprofit
of prominent inviteesc organization established

boasts a series of activities
that allows visitors to
interactively browse the
displays and artwork.

bin Zayed Al Nahyan Brigade HQs

in 2020 by the Ministry of
Culture.

CEO Aya Al Bakree gave
Her Majesty a tour of the

created by international
institutions and over 200
heritage items produced
locally that feature a
number of valuable
historical artifacts from
the Two Holy Mosques.
Themed ‘Awwal Bait’

meaning First House in
reference to the Holy Ka’bah
in Mecca: the first edition
of the Islamic Arts Biennale
features over 60 established
and emerging artists from
around the globe; over 60
new commissions; 280
artifacts and over 15 never-
before-exhibited works of
art.

While in Saudi Arabia:
Queen Rania will also
travel to Mecca to perform
the Umrah pilgrimage and
hold an Iftar banquet for
a number of Jordanian
women who are part of
Her Majesty’s Ramadan
Umrah mission consisting
of 500 women from across
Jordan.

Palestinian FM decries stepped up raids

by Jewish radicals into Al Aqsa Mosque

Ramallah the temporal and spacial
The Palestinian  division of the compound.
Foreign Ministry one of Islam’s holiest

Tuesday condemned an
announcement by so-called
"Temple Mount" group
that it had agreed with
Israeli police to extend the
hours of their incursions
into Al-Agsa Mosque as "a
dangerous escalation” and

shrines.

"This colonialist;
Judaizational and racist
move; which was made
at the behest of far-right
minister in the occupation
government: Itamar
Ben Gvirc is a dangerous

arena’c the ministry said
in a statement; warning
against any such steps
and their repercussions:
particularly during the holy
month of Ramadan.

The Palestinian ministry
pointed out that the Israeli
government seeks to
appease its extremist allies
to resolve its own crises at
the expense of the rights

of the Palestinian people:
foremost of which is the
introduction of radical
changes to the status quo
at Al- Agsa Mosque and the
Jerusalem sanctities.

It called for US decisive
action to pressure the
Israeli government to halt
all unilateral and illegal
measures; 'before it's too
late".

Amman

Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef
Hneiti Tuesday inaugurated
the command headquarters of
Sheikh Mohammed Bin Zayed
Al Nahyan Rapid Intervention/
High Readiness Brigade.

During a ceremony attended
by British Ambassador Bridget
Brind. brigadecommander Col.
Nidal Husban gave a briefing
on the tasks and duties carried

out by the brigade: progress
of operational: training and
logistical programs and future
plans to raise its efficiency and
readiness.

The army chief,
accompanied by senior officers
of the Jordan Armed Forces:
toured facilities at the premises:
which was newly built as
part of a modernization and
administrative  development
plan of various army units.

an attempt to perpetuate escalation in the conflict

Jordan, France talk investment cooperation

Amman

Minister of Investment the coming period.
According to a statement

Kholoud  Saqgaf and

Grandmaison

cooperation between

Jordan and France during rooted

relations:

Jordanian-French expressing her aspiration
representing
a solid foundation for a
newly-appointed ~ French issued by the ministry on kickstart towards broader
Ambassador Alexis Tuesday: the meeting shed
discussed light on French investments
strengthening investment i the Kingdom and tackled
and development means to expand them.
Saqqaf stressed the deep-

to further increase French
investmentsin Jordan during
the coming period. French

horizons in development: investments in  Jordan
particularly in investment.
She pointed out "great
investment opportunities in  of
Jordan for French investors."  energy: logistics: and trade.

amount to approximately
$1.7 billion. mainly in sectors
telecommunications:

Livestock in Ruwaished vaccinated against enterotoxemia

Ruwaishid

The Mafraq Agriculture caused by the absorption enterotoxemia: said

Department

carried out a vaccination {rom the intestines.

campaign of livestock

in  Ruwaished against to protect the health of

Tuesday ©f a large amount of toxins ~ department's

Ibtihal Khreishah.  of
aims adding that pastures were
assessed and the necessary forage mixes and grazing.

enterotoxemia, a condition sheep and goats from instructions were given
the
director

to farmers in the eastern
region to curb the spread
infectious  diseases
resulting from a change in
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