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LOCAL

Queen Rania Hosts Iftar
for Jordanian Youth

Amman

Her Majesty Queen
Rania Al Abdullah hosted
an Iftar banquet at Al
Husseiniya Palace on
Sunday for a group of
accomplished Jordanian
youth from across the
kingdom welcoming
men and women from
youth initiatives. startup
owners: volunteers:
entrepreneurs:
journalists. and
media figures.

After breaking the fast
Her Majesty wished the
young men and women
a blessed Ramadan and
thanked those who shared
their joy on the recent
wedding of Her Royal
Highness Princess Iman
bint Abdullah II.

"His Majesty and I
always take great pride

local

nation’s
and everything they do
to create change in their
different fields:" the Queen

in our

youth

said¢ adding that they
are particularly proud of
young people’s new ideas:
passion: dedication. and

love for their country.

She also wished them
continued success in their
work and endeavors.

Gov’t renewable energy fee ‘threatens
progress’ in sector — stakeholders

AMMAN

Stakeholders are calling
for the cancellation of
a recent  government
decision to impose fees on
renewable energy users
representatives said on
Sunday.

In a statement made
available to The Jordan

Times on Sunday. the
EDAMA Association
for Energy. Water and

Environment said that the
government’s decision to
impose a JD2 per kilowatt-
hour fee on wusers with
renewable energy systems
will  negatively  impact
the economy and deter
individuals from installing
renewable energy systems.

“When the legislation is
unstable, it reduces trust

between investors and the
government: and thus they
give up investing in Jordan.”
EDAMA Association
Member Hanna Zaghloul
told The Jordan Times.
Citizens who implement
renewable energy within
their homes as a cost-
saving ~ measure; often
choosing to use the savings
for other priorities such as
their children’s education.
will also lose this money:
Zaghloul said. President of
Jordan Environment Union
(JEU) Omar Shoshan said
that the decision constitutes
a “negative indicator” for
investment in the renewable
energy sector due to the
instability =~ caused by
fluctuations in government
policies. Such  practices

limit the provision of new
green job opportunities in
the sector: he added.
Thedecisionruns counter
to the Green Growth Plan:
the Nationally Determined
Contributions to Reducing
Emissions and the
Economic Modernisation
Vision: Shoshan added.
Renewable energy
constitutes ~a  crucial
component of the
Jordanian energy mix and
energy independence: as
the country relies heavily
on imports of oil and
natural gas. The renewable
energy sector in Jordan has
witnessed steady growth
over the past decade:
attracting investments of
over $5 billion and creating
thousands of direct and

indirect job opportunities:
according to the EDAMA
statement. “The sector’s
role in putting Jordan on the
regional and global map for
renewable energy cannot
be ignored. This sector has
contributed to improving
energy security. reducing
greenhouse gas emissions:
and the country’s efforts to
combat climate change.”
the association said.

The  statement also
noted that the decision
was taken consulting the
private sector. adding that
the decision threatens the
progress made in recent
years in developing Jordan’s
renewable energy sector:
according to a statement
issued by the association on
Sunday.
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Jordan»s oil bill at
JD303mlin in January 2023

Amman

The Kingdom's bill of crude oil
derivatives and mineral oils spiked
by 56.6 percent in January 2023
to reach JD303 million compared
to JD193 million in January 2022
accordingtoDepartmentofStatistics
(DoS) figures. Fuel and mineral
oils topped the list of the Kingdom's

imports of oil derivatives in January
2023 amounting to JD109 million.
followed by crude petroleum with
JD76 million: petroleum gases with
JD61 millionc diesel with JD54
million: and lubricants with JD3
million: according to foreign trade
data released by the department on
Monday.

Jordan»s national exports
up by 3.8% in January

Amman

The Value of Jordan's total
exports increased during January
of 2023 by 2.2 percent to reach
JD589.9 millioni compared to
JD577 million in the same period of
2022 the Department of Statistics
(DoS) announced on Monday.

According to the DoS monthly
report on the Kingdom’s foreign
trade: the value of national exports
increased in January of this year
by 3.8 percent: or JD543.2 million:
compared to JD523.5 in the same
month last year.

According to the report. the

"ﬂ'

value of re-exports amounted to
JD46.7 million during January
2023 marking a 12.7 percent drop
compared to 53.5 percent recorded
in the same period of the previous
year. As for imports: their value
amounted to JD1.641 billion in
January of this year. signaling
an increase of 21.8 percent
compared to JD1.347 billion in the
corresponding month of 2022.

Jordan's trade balance deficit
edged up 36.4 percent in January
2023; reaching JD1.051 billion
against JD770 million in the same
month of 2022.

INDUSTRIAL ENTERPRISES MOVE TO
LEVERAGE ENERGY EFFICIENCY PROGRAM

Amman
Industrial

business
owners seeking to reduce

costs and carbon footprint
are showing keen interest
in a  newly-launched
energy efficiency program
aimed at energy-extensive
industrial sub-sectors.
The program appears to be
gaining traction: attracting
a growing number of
participants.

An ongoing energy sector
support initiative funded
by USAID has developed
the Energy Efficiency for
Industrial Productivity
Program (Kafaa). This
program focuses on three
specific  industrial ~ sub-
sectorsc chosen based on
various criteria; including
their potential for expansion.
energy consumption: export
capacity. economic and
social impact: and suitability
for energy efficiency
solutions.

Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources data

that within a

indicates
month of its launch in late

February of this year. the
program has already enabled
industrialists to implement
energy-efficient  solutions
and sustainable management

practices.

According to  some
industrialists who  have
implemented Kafaa-

supported energy solutions:
the program has helped them
achieve a 90% reduction in

costs.

Expressing gratitude
for the USAID's support
to Jordan's energy sector:
Energy = Minister  Saleh
Kharabsheh emphasized
his ministry's commitment

to providing all possible
assistance to help the
industrial sector prosper.
The program will be
executed in multiple phases
spanning from 2023 to
2028. The initial phase in

2023 will concentrate on the
food: finance: agricultural
livestock: engineering
electricali  ICT. chemical
and cosmetics sectors. while
future phases will consider
additional sectors based
on market demand and
potential for implementing
energy solutions.

The industrial sector
plays a crucial role in the
Jordanian economy: directly
contributing 25 percent of
the national GDP.

The industrial sector
accounts for over 90 percent
of Jordan's exportsc which
expanded by almost 10
percent in 2019. reaching
approximately 140 nations
across the globe. Jordan's
industrial sector comprises
approximately 18,000
establishments: spread
across all governorates of
the Kingdom and employing
around 251.000 workers:
mostly  Jordanians. This
accounts for 21 percent of the
total Jordanian workforce.



11|

Amman

Minister of Interior Mazen
Faraya Monday discussed
during a meeting with
Canadian Ambassador Tarik
Khan Jordanian-Canadian
relations and prospects of
further enhancing bilateral
cooperation.

Faraya stressed the
importance of developing
relations in the economic and
political fields "in a manner
to achieve the two countries'
interests". commending
Canada's support to Jordan's

A general strike grips
Israel amid political chaos

its alert level after "losing control”
on demonstrators: according to
Israel's Channel 12 television. The
controversy has split the army after
hundreds of reservists said they
were refusing military service.
Further deepening the chaos:
officials close to Justice Minister Yariv
Levin quoted him as insisting that
judicial reforms will not be halted.
Netanyahu was meeting coalition
leaders to discuss suspension of
the legislation: according to Israeli
media. He had summoned far-right
National Security minister Itamar
Ben Gvir for a meeting after the latter
threatened to quit the government
if the judicial overhaul did not go

Amman

A general strike called by Israel's
union federation
brought the country to a standstill
Monday to protest the government's
controversial plan to revamp the
judicial system: which touched off

largest trade

countrywide demonstrations.

Universities: Ben Gorion Airport
and workers across many sectors
said they were joining the strike and
the Bar Association closed the courts
until further notice: ratcheting up
the pressure on Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu following his
decision to fire his defense minister
Yoav Gallant: who openly opposed

the judicial overhaul.

The army has also heightened

U.S. expresses deep concern
over events in Israel
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Interior Minister, Canadian
envoy talk ties, Syrian refugees

reform and development
programs and  projects.
Jordan's efforts to deal with
the refugee crisis had in
many times outweighed the
Kingdom's capabilities and
sapped its resources due to
the large number of Syrian
refugees: the minister said
adding that the refugees
needed more support from
world nations and concerned
organizations. Farayacalledon
the international community
to focus on local communities
that hosted refugees and

through.

shared with them health and
education  resources and
services. through launching
productive projects to ease the
burden on these communities
and enable them to carry out
their humanitarian role. For
his part. the Canadian envoy
reaffirmed his country's keen
interest to bolster relations
with  Jordan: hailing the
Kingdom's  political ~ and
economic reforms and its
hosting of Syrian refugees
despite the economic hardship
the Kingdom faces.

LOCAL

Deal signhed to provide loans
for 750 university students

Washington
The United States
government late  Sunday

expressed its serious concern
about the situation in Israel
following the dismissal of
the defense minister. who
demanded to freeze the
mechanism for amending the
judicial system: according to
the Washington Post.

U.S National Security

Council spokesperson
Adrienne Watson said in a
statement. "we are deeply
concerned by today’s
developments out of Israel:
which further underscore
the urgent need for
compromise. "

"We continue to strongly
urge Israeli leaders to find
a compromise as soon as

possible." she added.

Amman

Jordan's Hayat
Educational Fund (HEF)
and the International
Islamic Charitable
Organization (IICO)

in Kuwait signed an
agreement on Tuesday to
provide loans to more than
750 Jordanian students.
The deal was inked
by IICO Jordan Office

Director Mustafa Awwad
and HEF's Administration
Body Secretary Ibrahim
Bayoudh: in the presence

of Chargé d'affaires at
the Kuwaiti embassy in
Amman Mubarak Al-
Hajri.

Bayoudh  said  the
maximum  amount of

the zero-interest loans
is JD1:000 and with low

installments. adding that
students in in various
Jordanian universities or
colleges can benefit from
the loans.

He thanked Kuwait
for its support of "such
important  humanitarian
initiatives" that enable
students to pursue their
studies and be productive
members of society.

Awwad said it is a
revolving loan: meaning
once a student pays back
the amount. the money will
be given to another student
and so on to benefit as
msny students as possible.

During the ceremony:
several students spoke
about their experiences
with the Fund and the
support they received.

Japan continues support for Jordan’s
border management through IOM project

AMMAN
The Government
of Japan has allocated
$754.953 to the

International Organisation
for Migration (IOM) to
support strengthening
Jordan’s border
management  at  the
country’s North-Eastern
border.

Through this funding:
IOM will implement
a project to support
Jordanian Armed Forces
- Arab Army (JAF)
in  establishing  and
upgrading their capacity
to provide emergency
urgent trauma care at the
North-East border area
according to a statement
from IOM.

Activities under the new
Japan-funded project will
include the construction
of field medical facilities at
the North-Eastern border:
as well as the provision of
capacity building training

in urgent trauma care
and Health: Border and
Mobility Management

(HBMM) to JAF and Royal

Medical
personnel.

Ambassador of Japan
to Jordan Jiro Okuyama
said: “Due to instability
in Jordan’s neighbouring
region. the Government of
Japan recognises the urgent
need for JAF to increase
their capacity to offer
urgent trauma care along
the North-Eastern border
area.

Services (RMS)

Through  the  new
collaboration we have with
IOM: these critical needs
shall be addressed: enabling
JAF to provide effective and
life-saving  interventions
for its members and Syrian
refugees as well.”

Tajma Kurt: chief of
Mission at IOM Jordan
said: “Given the strong
commitment of JAF in
upholding the territorial
integrity of Jordan against

the increased presence of
smugglers at the North-
Eastern border: as well as
a need for the readiness
of JAF to respond to any
other potential emergency
situations ~ that  might
arise in the area( support
to increase the medical
capacity to provide urgent
trauma care along the
North-Eastern border
area has never been more
urgent.”
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