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Qatar supports Jordan»s
initiative on Syria

Doha
Qatar said Friday that
it would support the

Jordanian initiative to be
launched in Syria; which
is based on a direct Arab
role that engages with
the Syrian government
in a political dialogue
aimed at resolving the
crisis and addressing its
humanitarian.  security
and political impacts.
"Qatar supports all
initiatives aimed at finding
comprehensive peace in
Syriac and supports all
Arab and international
efforts in this regard."
the Qatar News Agency
(QNA) cited spokesperson
of the Qatari Ministry of
Foreign Affairs: Majid bin
Mohammad al-Ansaric as
saying. He pointed out that
there are many initiatives
that have been launched

and that Qatar is involved is the Arab consensus saidthatthisactisaflagrant the establishment of its
in many of them aimed on these moves. On the violation of international independent state on
primarily at achieving the other hand: the Qatari norms and covenants. It the pre-1967 borders

aspirations of the Syrian
people. He explained that

Disabilities no bar:
fight stereotypes

AMMAN

B

the Qatari position on the
Syrian crisis depends on
two main determinants.
The first is that the regime
tulfills
of the Syrian people for
a political solution and
according to the Geneva 1
statement; and the second

Ministry of Foreign Affairs
strongly condemned the

research project conducted

the aspirations

Palestinian  people:
used a map of Israel that
includes the borders of the
Hashemite Kingdom of
Jordan and the occupied
Palestinian territories, and

urged the
community to

attitude of “sympathy and

5ol

and

cause

international

assume capital.

Young shutterbugs
through their lens

participants with a limited

rights of the brotherly
Palestinian people: and

with East Jerusalem as its

Amman

Deputizing for His Majesty King
Abdullah II; HRH Prince Faisal bin
Al Hussein attended the Hashemite
Scientific Councils.

This session: entitled "Awqaf of
His Majesty King Abdullah II Ibn
Al Hussein for Academic Chairs"

i

Israeli Minister of Finance its responsibilities and
statements. in which he oblige Israel to respect the
denied the existence of the international legitimacy

resolutions: while stressing
Qatar's firm position on the
justice of the Palestinian

the

legitimate

Amman

The women's national football
team ranked first in the Arab world
and thirteenth in Asia( according to

the classification issued Friday by
the

2023131 (26) ¥
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Hashemite Scientific
Councils open activities

and attended by Awqaf Minister
Mohammad  Khalaileh gathered
Muslim scholars and Islamic law
professors from Jordan: and other Arab
and Muslim countries. The Awqaf
Ministry organises the Hashemite
Scientific Councils every year during
the holy month of Ramadan.

Womenss football team
ranks 1st in Arab world

Football Federation (FIFA).
According to the classification:
the women's national team also
ranked 68 in the world.
The USA team topped the world
rankings and Germany ranked

Armed with cameras:
four disabled students took
on a mission to fight stigmas
and break down stereotypes
surrounding persons with
disabilities through offering
the public a glimpse into
their day-to-day lives.

Their efforts culminated
into a group art exhibition
titled “Through Our Eyes™
which ran at the Jordan
National Gallery of Fine
Arts (JNGFA) from March
13 until March 21.

The exhibition is part of a

by Sarah Benson: a lecturer
in inclusive and special
needs education at the
University of Birmingham
Dubai¢c in collaboration
with Mayada Al Natour: an
associate professor at the
Department of Counselling
and Special Education at
the University of Jordan.
As part of their research:
Benson and her co-
investigator Natour spoke
to students in many schools
across three governorates
and noticed a predominant

pity” towards people with
disabilities.

By giving this group of
young people cameras:
they were able to “control
the narrative” and tell
their own stories Benson
told The Jordan Times in a
recent interview.

“Their photographs
communicate a simple and
strong message: ‘We exist:
we matter. and we are just
like you’.” she added.

“Images transcend
language — indeed we had

use of oral language: who
were able to communicate
their stories.” by showing
instead of telling people
she continued.

Benson also pointed
out that  participants
documented things in their
everyday lives that made
them happy; they took
photos of their schools:
tamilies friends and others
who are kind to themy
which “demonstrates the
importance of community
and belonging”.

International

First group of Queen Rania’s Ramadan
Umrah mission departs Jordan

of charity associations and civil
society organizationsc a number
of volunteersi and women from
families of martyrs.
The duration of each group’s stay
in Mecca is 4 days and 3 nights.
The last group is due to complete its
pilgrimage and return to Jordan on
April 5.

Amman

The first group of Her Majesty
Queen Rania Al Abdullah’s mission
to perform Umrah has departed to
Saudi Arabia today.

The mission consists
women from across the kingdomu
including: military personnel. those
active in social service: beneficiaries

CBJ

Association

of 500

second.

25 BASIS POINTS &S OF SUNDAY

AMMAN
The Central Bank of
Jordan (CBJ) on Thursday
decided to increase the
interest rate of its various
monetary policyinstruments
by 25 basis points: effective

this Sunday.
The CBJ’s open market
operations committee

discussed the performances
of the national economy:
in addition to the latest

monetary and  banking
developments in the
Kingdom and their
repercussions on  the
expected performance in
2023; the Jordan News
Agency. Petra: reported.

To guarantee the

availability of appropriate
financing for the 10 vital
sectors of the economy: the
CBJ decided to continue

refinancing  the JD1.4
billion = programme  for
vital ~ economic  sectors

where interest rates remain
unchanged at 1 per cent
for projects Dbased in

u:‘._.n_.'hl'l e R | ot Y |
CENTRAL B&NKUFIJ:HDH\I

r ——

by T r

Amman. and 0.5 per cent
for projects located in other

governorates.
The committee also
decided to extend this

programme until the end
of March 2024. due to its
importance in supporting the
gradual recovery of Jordan's
economy: contributing to
the creation of more jobs and
ensuring adequate financing
for the economic sectors
targeted by concessional
lending terms.

The  committee  also
extended the JD700 million

programme supporting
SMEs: professionals:
craftspeople and  basic
commodity importers.

The programme: originally
intended to conclude at the
end of February. has been
extended until the end of
April. The project’s interest
rate will be maintained at
no more than 2 per cent
with loans to be repaid in 54
months: including a grace
period of up to 12 months
according to the committee.

The changes are intended
to address the pressures of

inflation amid rising global
inflation rates. which pushed
the average inflation rate
in Jordan to 4.2 per cent in
2022.

The committee
emphasised the solid
performance of all monetary:
banking and economic
indicators in the Kingdom:
as revealed by the latest
available  data primarily
the CBJ’s foreign reserves:
which have maintained a
high level at $16.7 billion
— sufficient to cover the
Kingdom’s imports of goods

and services for a period of
7.3 months.

Deposits also recorded an
annual rise of 6.1 per cent or
JD2.4 billion to JD42 billion
at the end of January 2023,
and credit facilities recorded
an annual rise of 8.9 per cent
or JD2.7 billion to JD32.9
billion during the same
month.

Jordan’s tourism industry
continued to  improve:
generating over JD4.1 billion
inrevenuein 2022 two times
higher than 2021’s figures:
whereas the tourism sector

continued its impressive
performance in the first two
months of 2023 achieving a
growth of 122.7 per cent.

The  Central Bank’s
preliminary estimates
indicate that foreign direct
investment inflows to the
Kingdom increased last year
to $1.1 billion a growth of
83.0 per cent compared with
2021. significantlyexceeding
previous expectations:
and  remittances  from
Jordanians working abroad
rose by 1.5 per cent last year.

All this was reflected
in the rise in the national
economy’s real growth rate
to 2.7 per cent in the first
three quarters of 2022
compared with 2.2 per
cent for the same period in
2021.

The CBJ will continue
to monitor local¢ regional
and global economic
developments: and will stand
ready to act proactively to
support monetary stability:
Petra added.
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Jordan condemns new lIsraeli

settlement construction
"‘Q_i.{;"‘ ﬁ_

Amman
The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and  Expatriates

Saturday denounced Israel's
announcement of a tender to
build more than 1:000 new
units in Jewish settlements
in the occupied Palestinian
territories.

Settlement activities are "a
flagrant and gross violation
of the international law and
United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2334."
said official spokesman of
the ministry Sinan Majali.

He reiterated that the
entire settlement policy is a

violation of international law
that undermines efforts to
achieve peaceand the chances
of a two-state solution based
on international legitimacy
resolutions.

Majali  stressed  that
unilateral actions by Israel
the  occupying  power:
including expansion  of
settlements; confiscation
of land and eviction of
Palestinians  are illegal
unacceptable and
condemned actions that are
in serious violation of the
international humanitarian
law.

Jordan Post, finance
company sign deal

Amman

Jordan Post Company (JPC)
and Money for Finance signed an
agreement Saturday to cooperate
in expanding the base of postal
services through offering financial
services to individuals.

JPC Board Chairman Sami Al
Dawood said the agreement was
in line with the national financial
inclusion strategy the Central Bank
launched in September 2016 which
underscored the citizens' right to
access financial services.

JPC has a strategy to benefit
from the advancement in digital
transformation to develop its
servicesc as modern methods
have been introduced to offer
electronic postal services: it said in a
statement. adding that Jordan Post
will launch e-commerce projects

in coming days: as well as expand
financial services through electronic
payment by e-wallet.

JPC Acting Director Hanadi
Al-Tayeb said services provided
by Money for Finance currently
cover 30 post offices: noting that
the JPC. which is fully owned by
the government: is implementing a
plan to expand the partnership with
the private sector.

She said the agreement allows
for the delivery of financial services
to various regions: especially in
governorates far from the capital.

Money for Finance General
Manager Bashar Maayeh said his
fintech company provides access
to financial support and offers
finance to individuals to meet daily
and emergency needs: including
commercial and Islamic loans.

100,000 worshipers perform 1st Friday
prayers of Ramadan at Al-Agsa Mosque

Amman

Nearly 100,000  worshipers
performed the first Friday prayers
of the holy month of Ramadan at
Al-Agsa Mosque: according to
the Islamic Awqaf Department in
Jerusalem.

"Thousands of our people from
Jerusalem: the 48 lands. and from
various governorates of the West
Bank: flocked since the early
morning hours to perform the
first Friday prayers of Ramadan in
the Al-Agsa Mosque: despite the
restrictions imposed by the Israeli
occupation forces:" the Palestinian
news agency said

This morning: the occupation
forces prevented dozens of
Palestinians from entering
Jerusalem through the Qalandia
military checkpoint: to perform the
first Friday prayers of Ramadan at
Al-Agsa Mosque. The occupation
police also closed intersections of
streets and main roads with iron
barriers and deployed about 200
additional personnel in the streets
and alleys of the Old City: and
impeded the arrival of worshipers
to Al-Agsa Mosque: and launched
a drone in its airspace; while its
personnel climbed the roofs of the
buildings adjacent to the mosque.

Actress Salma Hayek
visits Wadi Rum: Petra

Amman

American-Mexican actress
Salma Hayek posted pictures:
via her Instagram account
of her visit to Wadi Rum and
the city of Petrac one of the
Seven Wonders of the World:
accompanied by her husband:
Frangois- Henri Pinault.

Hayek postedi on her
social media accountsc a
set of photos in which she
expressed admiration  for
the charm of Wadi Rum
the beauty of Petra; and the
picturesque atmosphere that
she experienced during the
visit. "Wandering through the
ancient wonders of Jordan:
one step at a time" Hayek
commented on a picture she
took in Petra: southern Jordan.

the

"Inhaling
Jordan" Hayek also commented
on another picture in the Rose

magic of

City. expressing her great
admiration for Jordan and the
ruins of Petra: the nature of the
land and the mountains and
their charm.
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Medium emergency announced to
deal with weather conditions

Amman

Ministry of Public Works
and Housing announced
a "medium" state of
emergency: coinciding
with the expected weather
conditions affecting the
Kingdom: according to
information received from
Jordan Meteorological
Department (JMD).

In a press statement on
Thursday. the ministry
affirmed its readiness to deal
with the expected weather
conditions and address
observations received
round the clock through its
106 teams operating across
the Kingdom.

Minister of Public Works
and Housing and Minister
of Transport: Maher Abu
Saman¢ sent a circular to
its directorates and offices
in the Kingdom's various
regions to fully prepare to
face the expected weather

and conduct
periodic inspection tours
countrywide. the ministry
said. The ministry stressed
the need to maintain
continuous  coordination
with its partners: to work
on resolving and addressing

conditions

various observations
" . " .
immediately” to sustain
continuity  of  services
provided to citizens

according to the followed

government approach,
the statement said. The
ministry also called on

citizens to take caution of
low horizontal visibility in
the desert areas due to dust
and weak possibility in the
evening and night hours of
the formation of torrential
rains in southern regions:
the statement pointed out.

Spring-like weather on
unstable on Saturday

Friday,

Amman

Temperatures on
Friday are forecasted
to slightly rise. with

fair spring-like weather
prevailing across
the Kingdom:  the

Jordan  Meteorological
Department (JMD) said
in its daily update.

On Saturday: the country
will be affected by unstable
weather conditions:
bringing sporadic showers

in different regions that will
intensify in the afternoon:
mainly in the southern and
eastern parts; accompanied
by thunder and hail at
times.

Today: temperatures

in the capital Amman will
range between a high of 24
degrees Celsius and a low
of 13C at night. while the
port city of Aqaba will see
a fair 31C; sliding to 20C at
night.

FM, Tunisian counterpart discuss ties

Amman

Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadi today made a phone
call with his Tunisian
counterpart Nabil Ammar.
and congratulated him on
assuming his new position
as Minister of Foreign
Affairsc Immigration and
Tunisians Abroad.

The two  ministers
reviewed the solid and
historical relations
between the two countries:
and  expressed  joint
keenness to  enhance
broader cooperation in
various fields.

They also discussed
regional and international
issuesc  including the
Palestinian  cause; and
efforts to resolve crises in
the region.

Safadi

and Ammar

said they look forward
to working together to
develop relations between

the two countries. The
two ministers discussed
holding the third session of
the Political Thinking and
Consultation Committee in
Amman, prior to the tenth
round of the joint Jordan-
Tunisia Higher Committee

before year end. The two
ministers warned of the
seriousness of the extremist
racist ideology. expressed
by the Israeli Minister
of Finance: in which he

denied the existence of

the brotherly Palestinian
people and their historical
rights from a platform
carrying an alleged map

of Israel that includes the
occupied state of Palestine

and Jordan. The two
ministers condemned these
inflammatory statements

and stances. and urged the
international community
to denounce them.

The two  ministers
exchanged Ramadan
whishes.
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