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189 French tourists arrive
in Agaba on charter flight

Amman

A charter tourist plane
carrying 189  French
tourists on Wednesday
landed at King Hussein
International Airport
(KHIA) in Aqaba
inaugurating a tourist air
bridge for 2023 season to
attract tourists to Jordan
from France with support
of Jordan Tourism Board
(JTB).

Minister of Tourism
and Antiquities; Makram
Qaisic  stressed the
importance of French
tourist market to Jordan:
adding that visitors' tours
to the Kingdom's tourist
and archaeological sites
support local tourism
and increase volume of
the Kingdom's economic
revenues.

For his partc JTB
Director General: Abdul
Razzaq Arabiyat. said
launch of this tourist
route; with an average
of 14 trips until end
of the current season:
supports tourism to the
Kingdom and affirms
its recovery. pointing

to increasing tourist
activity for Jordan from
charter flights.

to receive more charter
flights in the coming days:
indicating that the JTB is

in the aviation sector
and harness this effort
to stimulate economy by

This step. he noted: working to attract more attracting "important”
came in light of JTB's flights to Amman and investments and
efforts to attract charterc Aqaba directly. to visit stimulating tourism to
low-costi and  regular the Kingdom's tourist and Jordan's market; which
planes  from  several archaeological sites. are two 'vital" factors
countries  directly to These trips would to achieve prosperity of
Aqaba's King Hussein increase number of Jordanian economy.
Airport. referring to the tourists from Romania Operation of these

"fruitful” cooperation with
Agqaba Special Economic
Zone Authority (ASEZA)

to Jordan: in addition to
other European countries:
he added.

lines is expected to
contribute to stimulating
tourist movement to

and KHIA. He stressed JTB's Amman: Aqaba and other
Arabiyat  said the keenness to provide Jordanian touristareas: he
Kingdom is scheduled “healthy" competitiveness pointed out.

Smotrich»s statements violate intl
norms, says House committee

Amman
Israeli Finance Minister:
Bezalel Smotrich's

recent statements breach
international norms and
the peace agreement signed
between Jordan and Israel:

Lower House Foreign
Affairs Committee said.

In a statement on
Wednesday: the committee

affirmed Smotrich's state.’
behavior is deemed "a
reckless. inciting  act

which would neither harm
Jordan nor affect brotherly
Palestinian people's rights
to live in their independent
' These stances are
made by an hardline right-
wing Israeli government

that harbors extremist
beliefs towards Arabs and
Muslims across the world:
calling on the government
to take a position on these
irresponsible  statements:
the committee pointed out.
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JCDC, U.S. WRAIR, HJFMRI talk
infectious disease research cooperation

Amman
Head of Jordanian National
Centre for  Epidemics and

Communicable Diseases Control
(JCDC): Raeda Qutob: on
Wednesday discussed with a
delegation from Walter Reed Army
Institute of Research (WRAIR)
and Henry M Jackson Foundation
for the Advancement of Military
Medicine (HJF) Medical Research
International (HJFMRI). joint
cooperation In the field of emerging
infectious disease research.

According to a JCDC statement:
the meeting also  discussed
cooperation within One Health
approach to enhance disease
monitoring.  development of
preventive measures and clinical
research: future cooperation in
the fields of scientific research and
monitoring on emerging diseases:
building worker capacities in the
field of combating pandemics and
communicable diseases in various
national institutions.

Qutob noted the center is looking
forward to launching cooperation
with the two U.S. bodies in areas

related to JCDC's main tasks:
primarily supervising development
and implementation of strategies
to control antibiotic resistance:
specifically in the common diseases
field. and steps to coordinate
monitoring efforts within One
Health approach and network with
global efforts in this regard.

This cooperation also seeks to
research. which would contribute
to preparing evidence-based health
policies to control pandemics
and communicable diseases. she
pointed out.

JCDC: she noted: seeks to create
an e-platform that collects relevant
research data in a coordinated
manner to be made available to

relevant stakeholders: primarily
researchersc  policy makers:
program plannersc media and

the publicc which would facilitate
cooperation between the relevant
national institutions.

For her parti WRAIR's Chief
Science Officer. Dr. Karen
Patterson: expressed willingness
to cooperate with JCDC in various
fields.

Jordan)s banking system (solid;»
maintained monetary stability -CBJ

Amman

Deputy  Governor of the
Central Bank of Jordan (CBJ)
Ziyad Ghanama: affirmed the
Kingdom's "solid" banking system
and its monitoring and preventive
measures that contributed to
maintaining monetary stability.

Speakingataworkshop organized
by Jordan Businessmen Association
(JBA) Tuesday  evening: in
cooperation with National Portfolio
Securities (MHFZ). Ghanamanoted
Jordan's banking sector. despite
the difficult economic conditions:
managed to maintain its "good"
stability and credit ratings. whether
globally or internally: under CBJ's
instructions.

During the dubbed:

event;

Impact of Collapse of Some
American Banks on Jordanian
and Global Economy:" Ghanama
noted CBJ is "keen" to reassure
the private sector to activate the
bank's various instructions and
procedures to maintain stability of
the banking sector: in cooperation
with various regulatory authorities
as an integrated system aimed at
maintaining monetary stability:
under "prudential" monitoring.

Meanwhile Jordan Securities
Commission (JSC) member: Adel
Bino: said Jordanian economy has
multiple measures that could be
taken to protect the Kingdom's
banking sector in case any
unexpected effects occur due to the
current U.S. banking crisis.

INSURANCE INCLUSION, AGRICULTURAL
RISK FINANCING PROJECT LAUNCHED

Amman

The Ministry of
Agriculture on Wednesday
launched an insurance
inclusion and agricultural
risk financing project in
partnership with the United
Nations Development
Program (UNDP). the
German Government. and
the Insurance Development
Forum.

The project: initiated
through  the  UNDP's
Insurance and Risk Finance
Facility (IRFF). aims to
increase the role of insurance
and risk financing in
development and highlight
the importance of integrated
solutions for insurance: risk
financing: and investment.

It also seeks to enhance
the resilience of start-ups:
smallholders: and producers
against production risks
and climate change effects:
encourage the private sector
to participate in agricultural
sector development:
increase farmers’ access to
financing: and strengthen the
Central Bank of Jordan's role
in establishing institutional
governance  related to
inclusive insurance and risk-
financing and conducting
financial inclusion policies.

During the ceremony:
Agriculture Minister

)

Khaled  Hneifat  said
the National Plan for
Sustainable  Agriculture
has helped develop the
agriculture sector despite
prolonged regional and
climate crises that urged
a system that reduces
risks  in  agricultural
investments.

He said the project aligns
with national reforms and the
need to shift to a sustainable he

accounts for environmental

society
and research and scientific

The National Plan for

Representative in Jordan:

Sustainable Agriculture. said the project is a safety
went on( has net for people from crises:
activity  that addressed numerous adding that the Program

the UNDP's

challenges through direct

Resident

will help address barriers

changes and government financing and hindering the achievement
youthc women: partnerships with global of Sustainable Development

institutions; organizations. Goals (SDGs).
Randa Aboul-Hosn: The project's launch came

at a time local and global

communities are combining
efforts to achieve the SDGs
to strengthen the protection
of vulnerable communities
from socio-economic;
climate; and health-related
disasters by significantly
increasing the role of
insurance and risk-financing
in development.
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Amman
His Majesty King
Abdullah on Wednesday

met at Al Husseiniya Palace
with heads of the Senate’s
permanent committees. and
stressed the importance of
their experience as national
figures in improving
legislation and supporting
modernisation tracks.

King Abdullah
commended the Senate’s
cooperation with the House
of Representatives and the
government to guarantee
the success of the economic:
administrative; and political
modernisation tracks:
urging coordination with
the government to follow
up on the commitment of
ministries and institutions to
implementation.

According to a royal court
statement. His Majesty called
for continuously reaching out
to the public and the media
to deliver messages clearly to
Jordanians.

Turning  to
developments: King
reaffirmed Jordan’s
unwavering position towards
the Palestinian cause:
highlighting that all the efforts

regional
the

JAF foils attempt to infiltrate,

2023 4131 (23) yusdd!
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that the Kingdom undertakes
and the meetings it takes part
in are aimed at supporting the
Palestinians: bringing calm
to the Palestinian Territories:

and safeguarding Islamic
and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.

First Deputy President of
the Senate Samir Rifai said
the chamber’s permanent
committees work in light
of the reform vision of

Lol
King meets heads of Senate
permanent committees

His  Majesty: reaffirming
the importance the King’s
keenness to follow up on
the  implementation  of
modernisation plans.

Rifai also  highlighted
Jordan’s role in working
towards calm in  the
Palestinian Territories.

For their partc heads of
the permanent committees at
the Senate gave an overview
of their current mandates

and presented a number of
suggestions to develop the
various sectors and improve
services.

They underscored
the importance of the
modernisation tracks
and ensuring their

implementation: noting the
significance of empowering
women and young people
and raising their political
awareness to ensure active

engagement in  political
modernisation.

They also called for
promoting vocational

training and education to
keep up with labour market
demand: stressing  their
commitment to keeping
channels of communication
open with the public to
understand their needs and
concerns.
The

attendees  spoke

LOCAL

about current efforts to
amend the Senate’s internal
rules of procedure to
develop performance in
coordination with the House
of Representatives: stressing
the importance of working in
tandem with other branches
of authority.

They also commended
His Majesty’s approach to
foreign policy and steadfast
position in defending Arab
causes: foremost of which is
the Palestinian cause.

The senators condemned
the recent actions of an
Israeli minister. describing
them as a flagrant violation
of international law and
the 1994 Peace Treaty and
stressing the need to counter
such extremist ideologies
and bolster Jordan’s national
front.

They expressed support
for the King’s efforts in
safeguarding Islamic
and Christian holy sites
in Jerusalem: under the
Hashemite Custodianship.

Royal Hashemite Court
Chief Yousef Issawi and
Director of the Office of
His Majesty Jafar Hassan
attended the meeting.

Cabinet establishes two municipalities

smuggle weapons, narcotic pills

Amman

The Southern Military Zone
Wednesday thwarted a group
of people's attempt to infiltrate
borders and smuggle a "large"
amount of weapons; ammunition
and narcotic pills coming from the
army's western front.

In a statement: an official military
source in General Command of the
Jordanian Armed Forces (JAF)-
Arab Army said rapid response
patrols were deployed and rules of
engagement were appliedc which

led to the smugglers' retreat.

After intensively searching the
area: 127 pistols of different types:
248 cartridge holders and 176
Captagon pills were found: and the
confiscated items were transferred
to the competent authorities.

The source said the JAF will
deal "firmly" with these attempts to
protectJordan's borders and prevent
any infiltration or smuggling
operations and will keep vigilant
to foil any endeavor to tamper with
Jordan's national security.

Ministry marks
World Water Day
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Amman

The Ministry of Water and
Irrigation: in cooperation with
the German International
Cooperation Agency (GIZ).
celebrated World Water Day:
a day marked annually by the
United Nations on March 22
to highlight the importance
of fresh water. During the
ceremony:. Minister of Water
Mohammad Najjar said the
celebration reaffirms the
ministry's commitment to
maintaining water sources
and providing high-quality
water in cooperation with civil
society institutions. He added
that the ministry's priorities
are to decrease water loss:

promote water rationalization
methods:  and leverage
cutting-edge technologies
to ensure sustainable water
use in agriculture. industry:
and homes. The ministry is
forging ahead with plans:
innovative  solutions and
projects to enhance the water
sector's performance. stated
Najjar.

On the ceremony's sidelines:
the minister opened a national

water exhibitioni  during
which brochures were given
away  encouraging  water

rationalization( water sources
protection from pollution and
theft: and water-harvesting
methods.

in Bani Obeid, Rajm al-Shami districts

Amman

A Cabinet meeting
chaired by Prime Minister:
Dr. Bishr Khasawneh:
decided to approve the
establishment of  two
municipalities in northern
Bani Obeid district and
Amman's Rajm al-Shami
area; based on provisions
of Article (21/a) of Local

Administration Law. No.
(22) of 2021.

The decision comes in
response to the citizens'
demands in both regions:
as Bani Obeid district has
so far no municipalities:
aimed to  facilitating
provision of services to
their local community.

On the other hand:

the Council of Ministers
approved 2023 draft visa
bylaw: aimed to set validity
periods of visas issued by
Ministry of Interior and
Jordanian missions abroad:
as well as their validity
to enter the Kingdom
according to the number
of traveler trips and visa
duration and type.

The Cabinet also okayed
an amended bylaw to
regulate and  monitor
e-invoicing  affairs  for
2023, for the purposes
of approving e-invoices
issued by the national
e-billing  program: or
for any application to be
operated to get rid of paper
bills.

House begins debate of 2022
Companies Law amendments

Amman

During a session held
Wednesday: headed by
Lower House Speaker:
Ahmed Safadic and
in the presence of
the  Cabinet: deputies
began deliberations of
2022 Companies Law
amendments.

The House approved a
slew of the draft's articles
as referred from its

Economy and Investment
Committee;  after an
extensive discussion.

The House voted to
return to the original text
sent by the government
related to Article 4( Clause
2¢ Paragraph "G." which
states: "Companies Control

Department (CCD)'s
controller must announce
registration of any

. . "
company on its website.

The bill's mandating
reasons feature 29 articles
aimed to facilitate and
streamline procedures
related to  conducting
corporate  business  to
spare time; effort and costs
for companies and their
shareholders.

In addition( the draft
contributes to enhancing
competitiveness of the
Kingdom's business

environment and
stimulates registration of
companies and foreign
investments.

Under the amendments:
stability —of  legislation
related to venture capital
companies is ensured
while giving suspended
and inactive companies the
opportunity to rectify their
status in accordance with
this new law.

Senate Palestine committee decries
Israeli finance minister)s statements

Amman

The Senate's Palestine
Committee denounced the
recent statements made
by Israeli Minister of
Finance in Netanyahu-led
government.

In a statement on
Wednesday: the committee
said the Israeli minister's
statements  reflect the
Israeli government's "true"
position: which deliberately
snubs outcomes of Aqaba

and Sharm  al-Sheikh
meetings aimed at stopping
escalation and freezing
settlement operations.

The committee's head:
Nayef Qadic said the
hardline Israeli minister's
stance reflected deep hatred
towards the Palestinian
people and a clear
insistence on ignoring the
Palestinians' presence.

Locallyc Qadi stressed
Jordan's "firm" position

in support of Palestinian
people's rights to establish
their independent state on
the Palestinian national
soil with Jerusalem as its
capital and on June 4. 1967
borders: calling on Israel
to withdraw from West
Bank and Jerusalem lands
"completely.”

In a related context: he
called on the Palestinian
people to unite and work
with the Arab countries

to restore their rights and
preserve their legitimate
historical reconciliation.

Qadi also expressed
pride in  the "firm"
Jordanian position

expressed by His Majesty
King Abdullah II on all
occasions: in relation to
the Palestinian cause and
the historical Hashemite
Custodianship over
Jerusalem's Islamic and
Christian holy sites.
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