First charter flight

of newly-opened
Romania-Jordan route
lands in Aqaba

PM checks on Military,
Civilian Consumer
Corporations, markets
ahead of Ramadan

Jordan condoles
Ecuador over
earthquake
victims
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FM, Danish counterpart
talk cooperation, region

Amman

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates
Ayman Safadi and his
Danish counterpart
Lars Lokke Rasmussen
on Monday Monday
discussed  over  the
telephone cooperation in
various fields. especially
the economic partnership
and coordination on
regional and international
issues  of common
interest.

During the phone call;
Safadi valued Denmark's
support of  Jordan
under the Danish-Arab
Partnership Program
(DAPP)( as well as aid
for refugees through the
United Nations Relief
and Works  Agency
for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) and the
Jordanian response plan
to the Syrian crisis.

The ministers
reaffirmed their countries'
commitment to advancing
ties and  increasing
coordination on regional

and international issues

of joint interest; foremost
of which is the Palestinian
cause.

Safadi spoke about
Jordan's efforts to stop
escalation in the occupied
Palestinian territories and

start serious and effective
negotiations to achieve a
just and comprehensive
peace based on the two-
state solution( pointing
to the outcomes of the
Agaba and Sharm el-
Sheikh meetings: which

he noted: were the first

political engagement
between Palestine
and Israel in vyears.
Numerous  agreements

signed during the two
meetings underlined a
commitment to cease
unilateral measures and
violence and respect
signed agreements and
the historic status quo in
Jerusalem: Safadi stated.

On  the  Ukraine
crisisc  the ministers
underscored the need to
respect the international
law: the United Nations
Charter and Ukraine's
safety and sovereignty.

They agreed to meet
as soon as possible for
talks over cooperation in
various fields. Denmark
provides $8.15 million in
annual aid to UNRWA,
and has offered $135
million through the APP
Last yearc and has also
raised its contributions to
the Jordan Response Plan
to the Syrian Crisis from
$8.12 million in 2021 to
$27 million in 2022.

Ministry receives medical equipment
under EU»s Care project

Amman
A shipment of medical
equipment for  health

clinics in Ajloun: Tafileh.
and Mafraq was delivered
to the Ministry of Health
by the Care project: a
€22-million  EU-funded
initiative by the Spanish
Agency for International
Development Cooperation
(AECID). Director of
the ministry's Primary
Health Care Department
Riyadh Shayyab said the

new medical equipment

Amman

would greatly improve
primary health services
by allowing patients to get
treatment more quickly and
at a higher quality. Head
of Cooperation at the EU
Delegationto JordanPatrick
Lambrechts emphasized the
project's positive impact on
citizen well-being: noting
that providing new medical
equipment to the Ministry
of Health confirms EU's
commitment to improving
the quality of public health
services ~and  making

healthcare accessible to all.

Santiago Moran
director of the AECID
officec  emphasized the
importance of supplying
primary healthcare services
in Jordan with the necessary
medical equipment:
explaining that theinitiative
is a collaboration between
governments with  the
goal of bolstering Jordan's
health sector capacities
with EU funding through
Spanish cooperation. The
3-year "Care"  project

funded by the EU Regional
Trust Fund in Response
to the Syrian crisisc aims
to upgrade primary
healthcare services: provide
equipment. devices and
systems and build the
capacity of health workers.
It was also launched
to combat and manage
non-communicable

diseases (NCDs)
through primary
healthcare services in

the Mafraq: Ajloun: and
Tafileh governorates.

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates on Monday
expressed its deep condolences
to Ecuador over victims of a
magnitude 6.8 earthquake that
struck the country's south: leaving
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Jordan condoles Ecuador
over earthquake victims

more than a dozen people dead and
hundreds injured.

The Ministry voiced Jordan's
sympathy with Ecuador. extended
condolences to the families of the
victims and wished the injured a
speedy recovery.

Education minister tours
Madaba Productive Kitchen

Madaba

Minister of Education Azmi
Mahafzah Monday visited a
productive kitchen in Madaba
part of the World Food Program's
(WFP) Healthy Kitchen Project to
provide nutritious meals to pupils
and promote healthier eating habits
among Jordanian children.

The project not only provides
students with healthy alternatives:
but creates jobs in community-
based productive kitchens as well.

The minister was accompanied

by the Chinese and German
ambassadors to Jordan
representatives of the Italian
embassy and the WFP. and

Director General of the Royal
Health Awareness Society (RHAS)
Amal Ireifij. Touring the kitchen's
facilities to look firsthand at its

HRH PRINCE EL HASS5&N
CELEBRATES 76TH BIRTHDAY

centred around the theme of

allow Red Sea littoral states:

-~

products. Mahafzah stressed the
ministry's commitment to creating

an attractive and encouraging
education environment and the
positive impact of food programs on
students' health and achievement.

He thanked the WEFP and
donor countries for supporting
the project: noting the ministry's
efforts to expand food programs
that encompass as many schools as
possible. especially underprivileged
communities.  The Madaba
productive kitchen: with a staff
of 300 local women: houses two
facilities producing 18,000 meals
daily: adhering to the Jordan Food
and Drug Administration's health
standards. The ministry's meal
distribution plan targets some
84,000 pupils from kindergarten to
sixth grade.

Programme: and various

Today. Monday: marks
the 76th birthday of His
Royal Highness Prince El
Hassan bin Talal.

His Highness continues
to actively  contribute
through a broad range of
development initiatives and
community  engagement
centred around the
following core themes:
environmental innovation
and conservation; inter-
faith dialogue; and the
advancement of  our
regional commons based
upon the concept of human

dignity.

In particularc  the
impacts of climate
change: geopoliticsc and
epidemics: alongside the
decline of responsible

internationalism: have been
high on HRH’s agenda.
HRH’s commitment to
combating the effects of
such events was evident in
HRH’s participation in the
13th Bosphorus Summit

"The Great Transformation:
Driving Forces of Global
Change"c during  which
HRH emphasised the need
for a creative rearticulation
of our global systems.
Central to this rearticulation
is regional - and indeed:
international — cooperation
towards a saferi more
sustainable; and inclusive
world citizenry.

HRH has also continued
to invest time into
advancing regionali de-
politicised¢ and science-
based solutions to climate
change. HRH’s leading
role in the inauguration
of the First International
Conference on the Red
Sea Ecosphere this year
highlighted the importance
of regional cooperation
towards the protection of
our marine environment:
for the betterment of all.

This includes the
development of a Red Sea
Commission which would

along with neighbouring
countries: to come together
and devise a roadmap for
the advancement of our
regional creative commons.
During the conference:
HRH also advocated for
the initiation of a Red
Sea barometer. a shared
knowledge hub that would
make  data  accessible
as a public good( to all
stakeholders in the region.
Alongside HRH’s
involvement in the sciences
and environmental
conservation in the region:
HRH attended a book
launch for Frontiers of the
Roman Empire. in which
HRH similarly reiterated
the importance of creating
an interdisciplinary
institution for the cultural
heritage of the Mashreq.

HRH highlighted
the critical role of the
humanities: natural and

social sciences in human-
centred: people-people

diplomacy and planningc People".
discussing the role of This conference was
archaeology in bringing co-organised by the

together different peoples:
united by their shared
historical heritage: together
to discuss ancient practices
as solutions for modern
problems: such as water
management.

Building upon HRH’s
longstanding commitment
to cross-cultural dialogue:
HRH also participated
in the International
Mediterranean  Dialogues
Conference in Rome: in
which HRH promoted
increased integration across
the Mediterranean: drawing
upon the region’s history
as a gateway of social and
economic convergence.

HRH’s participation
in this event was
complemented by

attendance at the opening of
the 37th Annual Conference
of Human Dignity and
Humiliation Studies: "From
United Nations to Unite

World Dignity University
Initiative and the Royal
Institute ~ of  Interfaith
Studies: an institute focused
on instilling common values
and ethicsc strengthening
relations between people
of different religions: and
promoting coexistence.
This work was elaborated
upon in an article by HRH
published in Middle East
Eye which distinguished
between free speech and
hate speech: emphasising
the need for "responsibility
of expression” that embraces
cultural complexity
and aims for cohesion
rather than  exclusion.
Fundamental to human
dignity is food security:
another critical issue with
which Prince Hassan has
been heavily involved over
the past year. participating
in various meetings with
WANA:( the World Food

other UN agencies to
ensure security for all across
multiple intersecting areas:
water. energy. food: and
ecosphere. On the topic of
providing aid for the region’s
most vulnerablec HRH also
presented a case for the
birth of a Global Zakat Fund
as a practical expression of
dignity and human fraternity
that enhances the collective
spirit and goodwill of the
people. HRH’s vision of the
fund is based on enhancing
the effective capacity of zakat
to provide underprivileged
people with food: medicine:
education: housing:
and income-generating
activities. In the year ahead:
HRH looks forward to
continuing his participation
in the aforementioned
initiatives. whilst welcoming
the birth of new ideas:
conversations. and  steps
forward in the pursuit of a
dignified and empowered
global citizenry.
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PM checks on Military, Civilian Consumer
Corporations> markets ahead of Ramadan

Amman

Prime Minister Bisher Khasawneh
Monday paid a visit to the markets of
the Military and Civilian consumer
Corporations in the Amman districts of
Mugablain and Ras Al-Ain ahead of the
start of the holy month of Ramadan.

The Prime Minister commended the
corporations for their key role to keep a
sufficient stock of consumer goods and
supplies to the public at reasonable prices in
all their branches that are spread across the
Kingdom.

stock of staple commodities is in sufficient
supply for long periods.

The Prime Minister talked with shoppers
and listened to their complaints about the
availability of various items and prices:
congratulating them on the advent of the
holy month of fasting.

During his tour: the prime minister was
briefed by Director of the Military Consumer
Corporationi Col. Mohammad Hadid
and Civil Consumer Corporation Director
Salman Qudah: who said all food items are
in sufficient supply at affordable prices in all

He assured the public that a strategic

Project launched to enhance public
sector integrity, accountability

Amman

The Economic Cooperation
Organization (ECO) an
Asian  political and economic
intergovernmental  organization.
in cooperation with the Integrity
and Anti-Corruption Commission
(TACC) and with European Union
(EU) funding: launched a 3-year
project to boost integrity and
accountability in Jordanian public
administration. The project is
titled: Together for a responsible
and transparent administration

in Jordan. Chairman of IACC
Muhannad Hijazi thanked the ECO
and the EU for their cooperation on
the project: which will positively
impact ministries and government
bodies. During the launch
ceremony. Head of Cooperation
at the EU Delegation to Jordan
Patrick Lambrechtsc and Head of
the MENA-OECD Governance
Programme Miriam Allam stressed
the project's key role in supporting
the public sector and protecting
public money.

Gunman arrested in police chase

Amman

A gunman was arrested on
Monday after a chase by a police
patrol in eastern Amman according
to the Public Security Department's
media spokesman.

He said police were tipped off
about a fake plate vehicle in an East

Amman neighborhood and tried to
stop the driver: who drew a gun and
fled the scene. The man was chased
and arrested after colliding with
a police car and another vehicle:
he added. An initial investigation
found the driver was wanted and his
gun was seized: he added.

Royal Navy rescues tourists in Agaba

Amman

Royal Jordanian Navy personnel
on Sunday rescued 19 tourists after
their boat capsized off the southern
Aqaba coast.

The navy received a mayday

call from the tourist vessel and
immediately dispatched an
ambulance boat to the scene and
evacuated all those who were on
board: it said: adding that there
were no injuries.

First charter flight of newly-opened
Romania-Jordan route lands in Aqaba

Amman

A Romanian charter plane
carrying 167 tourists landed
at King Hussein International
Airport in Aqaba on Monday:
marking the start of flights
on the newly-opened
Jordan-Romania air route; in
cooperation with the Jordan
Tourism Board (JTB).

Minister of Tourism and JTB
Chairman: Makram Qaisic said
the new air service: including
11 charter flights by the end
of the season: is part of the
JTB strategy to boost tourists

number.

Abdul
Director-General of JTB:
said the Board seeks to attract
tourists from Romania and

Razzaq Arabiyat,

other European countries
through direct low-cost flights
to Amman and Aqaba.

The JTB is committed
to creating "healthy
competitiveness" in the

aviation sector to stimulate
the economy. he stated
predicting that tourism will
gain momentum: thanks to the
new air service.

branches across the governorates.

Jordan, Turkiye cooperate in
archival documentation, tourism

Amman

The Royal Hashemite
Documentation Center
signed a  cooperation
protocol on  Monday
with Turkiye to exchange

archival documents
and enhance the skills
of Ottoman language

archivers.

The protocol was signed
by the Center's Director-
General Muhannad

Mubaideen and Director
of States Archives of the
Presidency of Turkiye
Ugur Unal.

The agreement stipulates
strengthening cooperation
and conducting research
according to each party's
legislation by exchanging
samples  of  archiving
documents:  experiences:
and  publications and
organizing meetings and

exhibitions on archiving
systems. according to a
statement.

Minister of Tourism
Makram Qaisi met
with Unal on Sunday to
discuss cooperation in
maintaining and restoring
archival materials;
exchanging expertise and
developing services in
tourist and archaeological
sites.

The two officials
also tackled means
of maintenance and
restoration of the 25
Hejaz Railway stations
and the 15 Ottoman
castles in Jordan.

Qaisi afirmed  the
deep  Jordanian-Turkish
relations and commitment
to enhancing cooperation
in the tourism and
archaeological domain.

Latest precipitation raises
seasons average to 90%

Amman
Downpours  increased
to 90 percent Jordan's

long-term annual average
of 8.1 billion cubic meters
since the start of winter:

totaling 113.1 percent of
rainfall recorded in 2022
according to  Ministry
of Water and irrigation
figures.

The ministry said the

highest downpour of 35.2
millimeters (mm) was
recorded in Irbid in the last
24 hours.

A total of 1.5 million
cubic meters (mcm) was

channeled into dams across
the Kingdom: raising their
storage to 118 mcm: about
41.9 of their total 280.759
mcm capacity. added the
ministry.

General industrial index
up by 12pctin 2022

Amman

Jordan's general industrial index grew by
12.2 percent in 2022 reaching 127.6 points
compared to 2021 according to Jordan
and Amman Chambers of Industry (JACI)
President Fathi Jaghbir.

The general index:. issued by JACI's
strategy and studies department: showed
that the improved industrial performance
was mainly driven by the exports index:
a component of the general index that
achieved the highest growth of 37.3 percent
in 2022.

The questionnaire index (feedback
of industrial business owners) and the
industrial production index also went up
by 10 percent and 2.8 percent: respectively:
contributing to the general index's increase:
added Jaghbir.

The employment index. he continued:
edged up by 2.3 percent: showing the
industrial sector's potential to generate jobs
and reduce unemployment in the Kingdom.
He noted that all ten industrial sectors
expanded in 2022. The general industrial
index showed that mining industries came
first with a 29.3 growth rate due to high
demand for their products.

The packaging and office supplies
industries came second with a 15.9-percent
increase: followedbychemicaland cosmetics
industries with 14.9 percent: foodstuff
with 13.6 percent. engineering with 12.1
percent. plastics with 9.6 percent: furniture
with 7.8 percent: leather and knitting with
2.8 percent. and medical industries with 2.5
percent. The general index was drawn up
according to global practices by merging
six sub-indexes: exportsc production:
employment: establishments: and capital.
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