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Industry ministry launches

Amman

The  Ministry  of
Industry. Trade. and
Supply on  Sunday
unveiled a  strategy
to boost Jordanian
businesses' export
capacities and capitalize
on the various trade and
economic  agreements
Jordan has signed.

Duringthelaunching
ceremony: Minister
Yousef Shamali
said  the  national
export  strategy is
an essential step
toward implementing
the Economic
Modernization Vision:
a  cross-government
action plan that seeks to
bolster the economy by
providing one million
job opportunities over
10 years and attracting
multiple investments.

He stated that the
20232025- strategy
aims to increase and

diversify national exports:
hunt for new markets:
highlight the quality
and competitiveness of
Jordanian products: and

Ejabi workshop highlights mechanisms to

maintain the sustainability
of exporting companies.
The strategy's executive
plans will be finalized by
the end of March: said
Shamalic revealing that
a new trade information
platform will be launched
this week to help embark
on the strategy. along
with an electronic trade
strategy that promotes
untraditional marketing

tools.

The minister
explained that national
exports grew by 34
percent during the past
year. indicating that
the national economy
is recovering from the
ramifications of the
Covid pandemic and
global circumstances.

He attributed the
increase in trade balance

20232025- export strategy

deficit to the import
of raw materials and
semi-finished goods.

More than 16 percent of
imports are crude oil: the
value of which jumped
by 55 percent in 2022
compared to 2021. he
added.

During the ceremony: a
discussion on the strategy
and several economy-
related topics took place.

benefit from 4th Industrial Revolution

Amman
The European Jordanian

for Business
(Ejabi)(the

training arm of Amman
Chamber of Industry
(ACI)c held a training
workshop: dubbed:
"Concepts of the Fourth
Industrial Revolution
and Enhancing Readiness
for its Implementation
in the Industrial Sector."
in partnership with
the Danish-supported

success ).
' project. attended by 60

"Najahna (our

1

participants.
In a statement on
Sunday. ACI Head:

Fathi Jaghbir. said Ejabi's
management is "keen" to
cooperate with Jordanian
experts to benefit from
their expertise and
knowledge in developing
the local industry.

For his part. Ejabi
Chairman: and ACI
Vice Presidentt Tamim

Qasrawic said workshops
seek to develop human
competencies in industrial
companies: as their topics
are based on the industrial
sector's needs. which would
contribute to developing
worker performance and
efficiency.

Ejabic he noted: seeks
to obtain a concession
from multiple local and

international training
institutions and  signs
partnership  agreements

with a number of Jordanian
international

and
universities.

This future effort aims
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PM instructs authorities to
monitor goods availability,
prices ahead of Ramada

Amman

Prime  Minister Dr. Bishr
Khasawneh directed ministries
and concerned institutions to fully
prepare for the holy month of
Ramadan: follow up on all issues
related to commodity availability:
monitor prices and food safety. and
alleviate burdens on citizens.

Chairing a Cabinet session on
Sunday: the PM stressed the need to
constantly ensure stock sufficiency
of basic commodities and their
availability in adequate quantities
in the local markets.

He also directed to intensify
operations of the relevant
monitoring authorities and their
workers to monitor commodity
prices. prevent overpricing and
speculation  ensure foodstuff
safety and implement health
requirements: stressing that citizens
should feel impact of these gov't
monitoring efforts on the ground.

PM noted the "important” role
played by the civilian and military
consumer institutions in providing
commodities and food supplies
at reduced prices and making
"competitive" offersc which would
contribute to controlling prices
ensuring available commodities and
alleviating burdens on citizens.

In addition the PM directed
necessity of coordinating with
administrative governors on charity
campaigns: scheduled to be held
during the holy month in all their
forms. in a bid to prevent any
irregularities that may occur in this
regard.

The Council of Ministers was
briefed by Minister of Industry:
Trade and Supply: Yousef Shamalic
about the ministry's preparations: in
coordination with other ministries
and relevant institutions. on goods
stocks and market monitoring
measures.

Noting all basic commodities are
available for "comfortable periods
" at stable prices Shamali said no
manifestations of overpricing or
exaggerated prices were observed in
the local market.

The ministry: alongside
competent supervisory authorities:
is constantly monitoring markets
and establishments. and will work
to intensify monitoring during
the coming days and throughout
Ramadan( Shamali said.

The ministry. he noted: owns
“strict" tools to control any
violations: primarily overpricing
monopolizing goods: or violating
foodstuft safety and citizen health.

Cabinet approves 2023
Sectoral Skills Councils Bylaw

Amman

A Cabinet session held Sunday:
headed by Prime Minister Dr. Bishr
Khasawneh( approved the Sectoral
Skills Councils Bylaw for 2023.

The system aims to regulate
provisions to establish sectoral
skills councils: set mechanism to
hold their meeting; take decisions:

make recommendations: carry out
tasks and determine their financial
resources.

In addition: Council of Ministers
also approved recommendations
recommendations of the settlement
and conciliation committee; to
settle pending cases between 577
companies and taxpayers.

Senate endorses new

to launch programs that
help Jordan's industrial
sector keep pace with
the rapid changes in the
business world: primarily

agreements  with  the
American University of
Missouric UK  Durham

University and German-
Jordanian University: he
added.

Competition Law

joint Legal and Labor committee
for further scrutiny. In their
final versioni  Competition
Law amendments aim to
combat monopolistic practices
and protect and promote fair
competition in accordance with
international best practices in
this field.

Amman

The Senate on Sunday approved
the new Competition Law: as
referred by the Lower House: in
its session chaired by its President:
Faisal Fayez: and in the presence of
the Cabinet.

The senators also agreed to
return Social Security Law to its

PM STRESSES COMPLIANCE TO IMPLEMENTING

Amman

Prime Minister Dr. Bishr

Khasawneh called on

concerned authorities
strictly ensure compliance
with the

of national

structures in

Kingdom's

and
the

over strict adherence

implementation according
to engineering plans. The
PM said implementation of
the national construction
codes to the new buildings
protection
as well as their residents to
a "large" extent from any
risks due to any natural

ensures their

conditions: primarily
earthquakes: or potential
cracks; or moving soil Tawfiq Krishan( Minister of

that prevents construction
operations. The PM made
the remarks at a meeting
held at Prime Ministry on
Sunday: attended by Deputy
Prime Minister and Minister
Administration

of Local

implementation
construction
codes (NCC) on buildings

regions
and beef up monitoring

NATIONAL CONSTRUCTION CODES

various

all

T " pe—
Li—— . ] —
= e . =

to

all

to

Public Works and Housing
Maher Abu Samen: Interior

for the old buildings: the

- B r
| ——————r
T -: -
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PM stressed the necessity
of conducting an overall
survey on their conditions

Minister ~Mazen Faraya. in the Kingdom's various
and Greater Amman regions to determine areas
Municipality (GAM) Mayor and neighborhoods that
Yousef =~ Shawarbeh. As have a risk degree. launch

a plan to deal with any

regions: stressing

——— i
r: |

il i

e
e

——

— : that "this issue will not be
e — underestimated at all." The
fo— = d PM referred to past large-
—

scale surveys and studies that

e e —

incidents and identify the
required intervention from
the concerned authorities.
In addition: the PM called
on the ministries of Local

Administration: Public
Works  and  Housing
Interior and the GAM: in

had been conducted within
GAM boundaries for old
buildings: especially those
over 50 years old.

In this regard: he stressed
the need to complete these
survey studies in a scientific
way to identify areas and
neighborhoods: where
buildings do not conform to
the requirements contained
in the Jordanian National
Building Law. The PM was
briefed by the ministers
and GAM Mayor about
the measures currently
being taken to ensure that
buildings conform to the
national building codes:
in a bid to identify areas:
in which buildings could
pose a threat to public and
residents' safety and take

cooperation with National
Centre for Security and Crisis
Management (NCSCM) and
law enforcement agencies:
to ensure implementation

of requirements set by the necessary legal measures
Jordanian National Building and violations against non-
Law in the Kingdom's compliant entities.
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PM inaugurates new finance ministry building

Amman
Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh commended

the efforts of the Ministry
of Finance in maintaining
financial  stability  and
adopting prudent policies in
dealing with public finances
after the inauguration of
the ministry's new building
in Shmeisani in Amman on
Sunday.

In a meeting with
the Minister of Finance
Mohammad  Ississ and
other officials the Prime
Minister underscored that
these prudent policies have
maintained the standard
of living:  particularly
protecting the middle class
from the repercussions of
global crises.

The ministry's efforts. he

indicated: have exceeded
the target figures for public
revenues without raising
taxes and maintained the
Kingdom's standing on
global credit ratings at
either a fixed rate or higher:
pointing to the success of
the five revisions of the
economic reform program
with the International
Monetary  Fund  and
maintaining an acceptable
inflation rate.

Khasawneh stressed the
need to continue enhancing
performance and address
any issues to achieve national
goals and serve the national
economy: instructing the
ministry's staff to continue
working on programs to
automate  services and
facilitate procedures.

Election commission briefs German envoy
on campaign targeting youth, women

Amman
The  Independent  Election
Commission (IEC) on Sunday

briefed the German Ambassador
Bernhard Kampmann on its
awareness campaign which focuses
on educating young people and
women.

According to a statement:
Chairman of the IEC Musa
Maaytah told the envoy that the
campaign aims to increase political
participation by carrying out a series

of measures: such as implementing
the "Ana Usharek" (I Participate)
extracurricular ~ program  and
holding a political week in
jordanian universities: in addition
to training new voters: including
school students. For his part. the
German ambassador lauded the
commission's  efforts. stressing
support for the commission's efforts
to encourage all groups: especially
youth and women: to take part in
politics.

Madaba sees 300-pct increase in
tourist numbers in past 2 months

Madaba

A total of 96,286 tourists visited
Madaba governorate in the first
two months of 2023, compared to
20¢423 in the same period last year:
up by 300 percent.

In a statement to the Jordan News
Agency (Petra)c Madaba Tourism
Director Wael Janineh said the
majority of visitors were from
the United States. Italy. France:

Spain( and South Korea. He noted
that  tourist-graded  businesses
in Madaba increased to 113.
including 20 hotels: 30 restaurants:
27 workshops: 31 stores( 5 travel
agencies. and 569 hotel rooms that
can accommodate 1.135 people.
He said the Madaba Tourism
Directorate is mulling a plan to
organize tourist-attractive events
and rehabilitate public facilities.

Princess Basma patronizes annual
Arab Women Media Center ceremony

Amman

Her Royal Highness
Princess Basma bint Talalk
Honorary President of the
Arab Women Media Center:
on Sunday patronized an
annual ceremony held on the
occasion of Arab Media Day
and the 25th anniversary of
its founding: under the title
"Towards a Digital Media that
Promotes Change."

In a speech: Princess
Basma congratulated Arab
women journalists on their
day. pointing to the early
beginnings of the center some
25yearsago and its goals to train
and qualify Arab journalists
to carry out their mission with
professionalism. honesty and
proficiency. despite various
economic: social and political
challenges and circumstances.

She stressed the importance
of the center's efforts in
highlighting the concerns
and issues of Arab women:
particularly journalists and
its role in fostering dialogue:
meetings and  exchanging
opinions and experiences
between female journalists
from various Arab countries:
which reflects the use of media

to defend women's
and advance their role in the

rights

community.

Princess Basma pointed to
the accreditation of the center
in 2002 by the United Nations
Educational:  Scientific and
Cultural Organization as an
Arab center for media training;
lauding the center's initiatives
and programs and its role
in networking with many
Arab and international media
organizationsc in  addition
to its ongoing efforts to
provide the necessary training
opportunities  for  media
students in universities and
fresh graduates.

FM to chair delegation for 3rd round of
Jordanian-Japanese strategic dialogue

Amman

Deputy Prime Minister
and Minister of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates
Ayman Safadi is chairing
a delegation that will take
part in the third round of

the Jordanian-Japanese
strategic ~ dialogue  on
Monday: March  13th

ahead of His Majesty King
Abdullah II's visit to Japan
next April.

Safadi will meet with
Japanese Prime Minister
Kishida Fumio and other
Japanese officials to discuss
relations and a number of
regional and international
issues: foremost of which
is the Palestinian cause and
efforts to resolve the Syrian
crisis.

During the visit; Safadi
will give a lecture on
Jordanian foreign policy at
the Middle East Institute of
Japan and speak with the
Foreign Correspondents'

Club of Japan about
Jordanian-Japanese
relations; Jordanian

foreign policy priorities
and the Kingdom's efforts
to resolve regional crises.
In November 2018
Jordan and Japan agreed
to hold strategic dialogues
between their respective

foreign ministers
on a regular basis to
discuss mechanisms

for developing ties and
coordinate positions on
regional and international
issues of common interest.

ASEZA seizes ship for dumping
waste water in Agaba port

Aqgaba

Aqaba Special
Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA) demanded

the Jordanian Maritime
Commission (JMC) to
seize (MSC ALANA2)
ship for dumping a
yellow substance in Gulf
of Aqaba waters pending
investigations to  asses
ecological damage and
calculate the required
compensation before
leaving the port.

In a statement on
Sunday. ASEZA received
a tipoff from its operations
and control room at 2am
stating that yellow-colored
materials were dumped
in the sea water by MSC
ALANAZ2 ship: which was
docking at the container
terminal and ASEZA
ecological team moved
immediately to follow up
on the incident.

Jointtechnicalinspection
team comprised of ASEZA
JMC: and the Naval Force
reported that the ship:
upon its departure from
the container port berth:
dumped waste water from
the ship’s tank( as clearly
seen in photos and videos
from surveillance cameras:
the statement added.

At the beginning of

the
captain denied that this

investigation. ship's
substance was dumped
from the vesseli which
was contrary to evidence
provided by the joint
technical inspection team.

After confronting the
captain with evidence: he
admitted that the chief
engineer made an error by
opening the valve on the
tank pump: which led to
discharging waste water in

the sea: the statement said.

As a quick measure:
the ASEZA sent a letter to
JMC to seize the ship in
accordance with the rules
in force.

In addition: a meeting
was held today by ASEZA
Environmental =~ Damage
Assessment Committee
to identify quantity of
the pollutant material to
calculate the ecological
financial compensation for

the incident. according to
instructions.

The case was referred to
the public prosecutor and
in the event that the ship left
Aqaba port as a matter of
urgency: it will be allowed
to leave after depositing
a  financial = guarantee
decided by the ASEZA to
cover all financial claims
resulting from the incident
as a compensation for
environmental damages.
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