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JNCW calls on enhancing innovation-
driven womens capabilities

Amman

The Jordanian National
Commission for Women
(INCW)  called on
enhancing women's skills
to engage in innovation in
the science and technology
fields: citing growth of the
Kingdom's information
technology sector.

In a statement on the
occasion of International
Women's Day (IWD). the
JNCW said integration
of technology allows
employment remotely
and gives women the
opportunity « especially
in the Kingdom' s
governorates: to engage in
the labor market without
battling  transportation
hardships to reach cities:
which have concentrated
jobs.

In addition: technology

access  helps  women
workers in handicrafts
and household products
to market their products
more quickly and
extensively: the statement
said.

In this regard.
JNCW indicated that
the global theme for
2023 Women's Day
:"DigitALL: Innovation
and  technology for
gender equality.”
highlights women's
role in the technology
and science fields and
ways to enhance their
participation in these
areas to achieve the global
goals of sustainable
development.

At the national level:
the statement said
according to the United
Nations E-Government

Survey 2022 Jordan made
“remarkable” progress in
the E-Participation Index
(EPI): jumping 81 ranks to
67th place internationally:
compared to 148th in
2020.

The Kingdom also
jumped to the 6th place
in the Arab world
compared to 12th ranking
in the 2020 report. while
regarding Human Capital
Index (HCI)¢ Jordan
advanced 7 places to rank
108 compared to 115th in
2020.

According to
2018 statistics of
Jordan's  Ministry  of
Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship:
women alumni in the
communications and
information technology

(CIT) fields stood at

51%. while rate of women
employed in this industry

reached 33%.

Jordan's women
empowerment needs
"comprehensive and

participatory" efforts with
all concerned authorities
in various fields: without
neglecting  any “true”
opportunity for their
empowerment; the NCW
noted.

This

goal could be

achieved in the future
especially in light of
Jordan's "supportive"

political will for women:
which was reflected in
launching a legislative
environment to enhance
women role in public
life and increase their
political and economic
participation: the
statement added.

Jordan participates in World Olive
Oil Exhibition 2023 in Madrid

Baqga'a

Six Jordanian companies
participated in the 10th
World Olive Oil Exhibition
2023 in Madrid: Spaine
with the support of Centre
for the Promotion of
Imports (CBI) at the Dutch
Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

In a statement on
Wednesday: National
Agricultural Research
Center (NCAR) said
participation aimed to
enhance opportunities for
marketing Jordanian olive
oili as Madrid exhibition
is one of the largest

international fairs.

During the exhibition:
NCAR Director General;
Nizar Haddad: highlighted
the importance of olive oil
produced from historical
Al-Mahras cultivar and
its  historical value: as
one of the oldest genetic
olive genotypes in the
Mediterranean basin.

Meanwhile, head of
the Jordan Olive Products
Exporters Association
(JOPEA). Fayyad Zyoud:
said the exhibitioni which
is slated to run for two
days. is a global window

for marketing the best olive
oil varieties. noting that 6
Jordanian companies took
part in the fair.

Jordan's first
participation in the event
aimed at increasing global
awareness of the advantages
of Jordanian olive oil
displaying high- quality
productsc promoting Al-
Mabhras olive on the global
map: and attracting global
investments for this sector
and transferring scientific
expertise to Jordan to
highlight local experiences:
Zyoud said.

On the fair's sidelines:
JOPEA Executive Director:
Ruba Dughmush: held a
session for 30 international

tasting experts to taste
participating Jordanian
olive oil.

NCAR: in cooperation
with Mercy Corps and
JOPEA ( with the support
of the Dutch government:
is launching an extensive
campaign to promote
historical Al-Mahras
trees to protect. invest
and preserve their added
value and launch new
products.

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah on
Wednesday accepted the credentials
of a number of newly appointed
ambassadors to Jordan: during a
ceremony at Basman Palace.

King Abdullah accepted the
credentials of ambassadors
Khalifa Bin Mohammed Bin

Khalid Al Nahyan of the United
Arab  Emiratess Wilfredo C.
Santos of the Philippines: Erdem
Ozan of Tirkiye. Kim Dong-gi
of Korea: J.A.D.S. Priyangika
Wijegunasekera of Sri Lanka:
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King accepts credentials of
new ambassadors to Jordan

Mohamad Nasri Abdul Rahman
of Malaysia; and the Holy See’s
Ambassador Archbishop Giovanni
Pietro Dal Toso:« Apostolic Nuncio.

His Majesty also accepted
the credentials of non-resident
ambassadors Mohammad Habibu
Tijani of Ghana: Ingrid Amer of
Estonia; and Anne Meskanen of
Finland.

Royal Hashemite Court Chief
Yousef Issawic and Minister of
State for Prime Ministry Affairs and
acting Foreign Minister Ibrahim
Jazi attended the ceremony.

Petra celebrates
International Women»s Day

Amman

Director General of the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) Fairouz Mubideen
congratulated the agency's female
staff on the occasion of International
Women's Day: which is celebrated
annually on March 8th. During a
meeting with Petra's journalists and
administrative staff on Wednesday:
Mubideen stressed the important
role of Jordanian women in their
various social: economic and political
positions. This occasion: she said: is a
reminder to all of usc women and menq
that empowering women in all fields:
but particularly in the innovation:
science and technology areas: props up
the achievement of development and
modernization, which the Jordanian
state aspires to and strives to achieve.

The agency will spare no effort to
provide a supportive work environment
for all of its employees and enhance
their professional skills by providing
equal opportunities in various fields:
the Director General underscored
noting that Petra is open to any
suggestions and ideas in this regard.
For their part, attendees expressed their
appreciation for the organization of
this meeting to celebrate this occasion.
This year's International Women's Day
is held under the theme "DigitALL:
Innovation and technology for gender
equality." to highlight the role of
women in innovation: technology and
science: and tackle means of enhancing
women's participation in these areas to
achieve the Sustainable Development
Goals

JORDAN A ‘UNIQUE STAND-ALONE

AMMAN

inbound  travel

TOURISM DESTIN

The North American |
market

has been a great source of
revenue for Jordan: which
managed to establish itself
as a “unique stand-alone
tourism destination”: said
President of the United
States Tour  Operators
Association (USTOA) Terry
Dale.

Founded in 1972
USTOA is a voluntary trade
association representing

the tour operator industry
with members accounting
for a “sizable portion” of the
North American market:
according to its website.

In an exclusive interview
with The Jordan Times on
Saturday. Dale noted that
a recent survey conducted
with the participation of
the active members of the
USTOA showed that Jordan
made the list of the top 10
“hot” tourist destinations in
2023 and was identified as
one of the top 10 emerging
destinations that are forecast
to “gain popularity” in 2023.

Representatives of
USTOA member companies
recently  visited various
tourist  destinations  in

Jordan: including Wadi
Rum¢ the Dead Sea: Petra
Jerash and Umm Qais;
among others: according to
Dale.

He noted that these visits
were  mostly  navigated
through the Meaningful
Travel Map of Jordan
“pioneered” by the Jordan
Tourism Board (JTB).

This project: which was
launched in 2018 enables
tourists to “enrich” their

trips with 12 stops at
innovative social enterprises;
“it aims to promote
authentic and sustainable
tourism experiences that
profit local communities.”
Malia Asfour. director of
the Jordan Tourism Board
North America; told The
Jordan Times.

Dale stressed that USTOA
is committed to “sustainable
tourism and responsible
travel practices” with most

members integrating formal
policies and metrics to
measure the social and/or
environmental impacts of
provided services.

JTB Director General
Abdulrazzaq Arabiyat noted
that 880 sites highlighting
local experiences are
currently under evaluation
to be integrated within the
Meaningful Travel Map:
which has  “markedly”
contributed to generating

jobs in the
tourism sector.
“Jordan is blessed
with a competitive edge
among other countries
through allowing visitors
to enjoy diverse terrains
and landscapes within the
proximity of five hours.” he
told The Jordan Times.
Jordan: represented by
the Jordan Tourism Board
North America (JTBNA): a
division of JTB that aims to

Kingdom’s

ATION — USTOA

“position and market Jordan
in North America” has been
a member of USTOA since
1998. This cooperation
aims to highlight Jordan’s
ability to offer travellers
“safe. diverse. personalised
and well-rounded travel
experiences” that introduce
its history. culture: cuisine
and people: Dale said.

He also pointed out
that this type of tourism
contributes to  building
long-term relationships

with tourists and ensuring
repeated visits.

USTOA brings in
approximately 85 per cent of
the tour operator business to
Jordan: according to Dale:
who said that revenue to
Jordan in 2019 from the
North American market
reached $430 million.

“Although the cost of
travel packages in 2022
increased by roughly 10 per
cent due to inflation and
changes in airfare and hotel
ratesc consumers weren’t
deterred from coming to
Jordan.” he added: noting
that USTOA  members
report a worldwide recovery
in sales of 87 per cent from
2019.
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Amman
His Majesty King Abdullah
on Wednesday expressed

pride in the role and
achievements of Jordanian
women:  stressing that

Jordan cannot move forward
in the politicali economic

and administrative
modernisation tracks
without the active

engagement of women.

At a meeting with women
entrepreneurs at Basman
Palacec King  Abdullah
expressed best wishes to all
Jordanian women on the
occasion of International
Women’s Day.

His Majesty highlighted
the importance of women-
led entrepreneurial projects
in improving the livelihoods

FM chairs Cairoys meeting to
face Israels policies, measures

King reiterates pride in
achievements of Jordanian women

of families and women: in
addition to enabling women
to enter the labour market in
various sectors.

The King said women
are key partners in Jordan’s
progress:  calling for
supporting women and
enhancing their participation
in economic sectors: as
well as in leadership and
administrative positions.

The meeting covered
means of advancing
entrepreneurial projects
as pivotal economic

opportunities for young men
and women: where they can
unleash their potentials and
innovation.

His Majesty called for
supporting entrepreneurial
projects and mitigating any

challenges they may face.

Attendees highlighted
their experiences: pointing
to the impact of their projects
on society in generali and
on women in particular
with the King expressing
admiration of their success:
dedicationc and active
participation.

The small- and medium-
sized enterprises that His
Majesty was briefed on are
in the fields of construction:

educational software for
children agriculture:
tourism¢  industry:  and

traditional crafts.

Royal Hashemite Court
Chief Yousef Issawi and
Director of the Office of
His Majesty Jafar Hassan
attended the meeting.

Cairo

Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriatesc ~ Ayman Safadis
on Wednesday chaired the 6th
meeting of the Arab Ministerial
Committee tasked with taking
action to confront illegal Israeli
policies and measures in the
occupied city of Jerusalem: ahead
of the 159th regular session of
the Arab League Council at the
ministerial level.

Addressing the meeting: Safadi
reviewed the committee's efforts
and its movements in mobilizing
international support to stop the
illegal Israeli measures in occupied
Jerusalem.

The FM also touched on efforts
aimed at creating a "true" political
horizon( which allows resumption
of serious and effective negotiations
to achieve a just and comprehensive

peace based on the two-state
solution.
This processc he noted: is

embodied in establishment of an
independent: sovereign Palestinian
state with East Jerusalem as its
capital on June 4¢ 1967 lines
to live in security and peace

alongside Israel: in accordance with
international law: international
legitimacy resolutions: and the
Arab Peace Initiative.

During the meeting: Safadi noted
the Kingdom: under His Majesty
King Abdullah II's leadership:
will continue to make all efforts
to protect Jerusalem's Islamic
and Christian holy sites within
the framework of the Hashemite
custodianship to preserve the holy
city's Arab: Islamic and Christian
identity.

Safadi presented developments
on Israel's violations in Jerusalemu
the committee's efforts since its
5th meetingc and moves taken
by the member states with world
influential countries to confront
Israeli practices targeting occupied
Jerusalem: its people and its Islamic
and Christian sanctities.

In this regard: he said the latest
endeavor was the meeting hosted
by the Kingdom in the port city
of Aqaba aimed to achieving de-
escalation on the ground: stopping
unilateral ~measures: preventing
further violence: and preserving
Jerusalem's historical and legal
status quo fully.

[ncreased womens economic participation
enhances employment rates- ACC

Amman
Amman Chamber of
Commerce (ACC) Head:
Khalil Haj Tawfiq. said
there are about 9,000 ACC-
registered establishments:
in which women are
partners: while 3,274
businesses are owned by
businesswomen.

Congratulating women
on the occasion of
International Women's
Day (IWD): which falls
on March 8 annually. he
stressed the importance of
Jordanian women's role in
various fields. especially
in economic areas( which
improves  growth  and
employment rates.

Inastatement. henoted ACC
launched a businesswomen
committee aimed at providing
support to chamber's female
members: identifying their
concerns and needst and
supporting them to get elected
for the chamber's board of
directors in the future.

He also stressed the
importance of empowering

businesswomen in various
commercial sectors to develop
their businesses and raise
level of their enterprise
competitiveness and  their
economic participation.

This effort. he noted: would
also engage women in decisions
that have an economic impact:
which would help respond to
business owner 's needs and
challenges.

The ACC's businesswomen
committee “truly"  reflects
Royal vision: which supports
women's role in society and
Jordan's economy: he said
adding that the chamber is keen
to providing job opportunities:
employment and training for
women.

Supporting women in the

business entrepreneurship
field and increasing their
participation in the labor

market would have a "positive"
impact on their families and
lives: reduce unemployment
ratesc and contribute to
raising growth rates of the
national economy: he pointed
out.
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Safadi greets Jordanian

women on IWD occasion

Amman

Lower House Speaker:
Ahmed Safadi and
Parliament members on
Wednesday congratulated
Jordanian women on the
occasion of International
Women's Day (IWD).
lauding  His  Majesty
King Abdullah IT's
attention to achieve their
empowerment.

In a statement, Safadi
noted Jordanian women
made "remarkable"

achievements in the various
positions: adding that over
years of hard worki women
proved their capability to
positively influence their
communities.

Safadi said Jordan is
marking this  occasion
and continuing its march
with resolve based on His
Majesty's  visionc which
clearly defined national
priorities in the next stage.

In this regard: he noted
Jordan's political: economic

and administrative
modernization paths
primarily seek to serve
development goals and
empower the Kingdom's
youth and women: which
would help empower new
leaders to vigorously run
state institutions and have an
active presencein Parliament
and future governments.
Referring to a slew of
reforms in Jordan's political
system at the beginning of
its bicentenniali he noted

the largest package aimed to
empower women and youth:
in a bid to expand base of
popular participation in
decision- making. Safadisaid
women  parliamentarians

demonstrated a  "high"
capability  in  carrying
out their oversight and

legislation tasks: referring
in this regard to their "great
effort” in House Women and
Family Affairs Committee
and Jordanian Women
Parliamentarians Forum .

Senate committee calls on achieving inter-
Palestinian unity to face Israels policies

Amman

The Senate's Palestine
Committee. headed by
Nayef  Qadic reiterated
its position calling on
realizing inter- Palestinian
reconciliation and unity

to face blatant Israeli
aggression.
In a statement on

Wednesday: the committee
referred to its direct follow
up on Israel's Kkilling
operations against the
Palestinian people in the
West Bank: Jerusalem and

Gaza in conjunction with
Israel's army and Jewish
settler  incursions into
cities of Nablus: Jenin and
Hawara. which injured
many people in the West
Bank.

In this regard: the
committee noted hundreds
of extremist Jewish settlers
stormed Jerusalem's Al-
Agsa Mosque and carried
out provocative activities
and Talmudic rituals
under protection of Israeli
police.

According to its
statement; the committee
decried Israel's measures
against the  defenseless
Palestinians which would
undermine a just settlement
to end Arab-Israeli conflict
by establishing a Palestinian
state with Jerusalem as its
capital on June 4 1967
borders. Simultaneously:
the committee referred to
"remarkable” efforts made
by Jordan's diplomacy to
achieve a solution that
meets Palestinian people's

aspirations and restores their
full rights of sovereignty:
dignityc and independent
will. The committee also
lauded His Majesty King
Abdullah II's  positions:
the Hashemite custodian
over Jerusalem's holy sites:
and his sincere calls to
reach a just settlement of
the Palestinian cause by
returning to the negotiating
table. as was the case in the
recent Aqaba meeting: which
Israel's government refused
to implement its agreement.

Inclusive education
conference kicks off

Amman

The Ministry of
Education and the German
Agency for International
Cooperation (GIZ) have
gotten together to hold
a conference that tackles
inclusive education
practices and  applied
research in the Jordanian
education system.

The 2-day Inclusive
Education in Jordan
Conference which

commenced Wednesday:

brought together
policymakers. donors:
academics: educational
experts: researchers:

school principals: teachers:

parents¢ and support and
advocacy professionals
to present economically
feasible and innovative
methodologies for
creating a friendly learning
environment in Jordanian
public schools.

During the
conference's opening
ceremony: held under

the patronage of HRH
Prince Mired Bin Raad:
the education ministry's

Secretary General
for Administrative
and Financial Affairs

Najwa Qubeilat said the
government: alongwithits
nationaland international

partners: is committed to
achieving the Sustainable
DevelopmentGoal4(SDG
4)¢ which seeks to ensure
inclusive and equitable
quality education and
promote lifelong learning
opportunities for all.

GIZ-Jordan  Regional
Director Elisabeth Gerbach
stressed the importance
of unifying Jordanian and
international principles
by ratifying the Jordan
Declaration on Inclusion
and Diversity in Education:
which  guarantees the
inclusion of all categories
of children: especially those
at risk of exclusion.

During interactive
sessions at the conference:
international and local

educational experts will
work to provide evidence-
based results on the
importance of inclusive
education: especially in
early childhood: address
challenges of students
with  disabilitiesc and
share success stories about
inclusive education:
in addition to several
practices that will be
presentedbyorganizations
participating in an
exhibition held on
the sidelines of the
conference.
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