US committed to
strategic partnership with
Jordan’,says top defense

department official
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: for JD1.8mln health

. center reconstruction
: project in Mafrag
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Amman

The US Deputy Assistant
Secretary of Defense for the
Middle East: Dana Stroul
has reaffirmed that the US
is committed to the strategic
partnership with Jordan
and noted that the two
countries have a very strong
relationship built on decades
of mutual commitment.

Describing US-Jordan
relations as a model for the
rest of the region: Stroul told
the Jordan News Agency
(Petra) in an interview
that the two nations would
keep looking for additional
avenues to strengthen their
already close ties.

Stroul is traveling with US
Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austinc who met with His
Majesty King Abdullah II.

She noted that President
Joe Biden's commitment to
Jordan's is shared by both
Republicans and Democrats
in Congress. She also said
that Secretary Austin made
the trip to Jordan to consult
with King Abdullah II
because the US considers
Jordan to be a key strategic
partner.

As the first leg of a trip to
the Middle East: Secretary
Austinisin Jordan: according
to Stroul to reaffirm US
commitment to the stability
and security of the region:
and Jordan in particular. and
to discuss mechanisms for
enhancing and strengthening
regional security: especially
given that Jordan has long
been a key leader in these

ol
«US committed to strategic partnership with

I‘H*

efforts.
The US official emphasized
that Secretary Austin is

aware that Jordan is in
a very dangerous region
with  numerous threats
and reiterated that the
Department of Defense is
committed to helping Jordan
achieve regional security and

stability.
She underscored that
Austin's  visit  is also

motivated by his belief that
the path to Middle East
stability and security will be
through multilateral security
cooperation: emphasizing
the importance of the Jordan-
US partnership.

Stroul  expressed  the
Department of Defense's
appreciation to His Majesty
King Abdullah for his visions:
courage: and commitment to

bringing world and regional
leaders together to work
toward common goals and
visions.

According to  Stroul
when it comes to bilateral
military  cooperation: the
US Department of Defense
is particularly proud of the
partnership between the
US Army and the Jordan
Armed Forces and said that
the Jordanian army is very
competent and has made
significant investments
toward modernization.

She stated that the seven-
year  Memorandum  of
Understanding between the
US and Jordan: which is
the longest one ever signed
between the two nations and
includes a significant amount
of military aid: is helping
to  strengthen  bilateral

cooperation between the two
countries.

According to Stroul: the
memorandum was made
because the US considers
the Jordan Armed Forces
to be a crucial partner to
work  with particularly
in the areas of maritime
security, counterterrorismu
and  regional  security:
emphasizing the role that
the Jordanian army plays
in preserving the region's
security.

She went on to say that the
deal gives Jordan $400 million
a year in security assistance:
as well as economic aid and
support for the refugees that
the Kingdom is graciously

hosting. It also outlines
areas of cooperation
like border security and

counterterrorism: Stroul also

Jordan», says top defense department official

said of the agreement.

Additionally: Stroul
reaffirmed that the US is
fully committed to Jordan.
pointing out that Jordan
plays a crucial role in the
region's security. stability:
and economic prosperity a
role that is highly valuable to
the US.

She also discussed one of
the most significant roles
that Jordan plays: which is its
ability to bring world leaders
together. citing a recent
meeting in the city of Aqaba
that brought together officials
from Jordan. Egypt. Israel:
the Palestinian Authority:
and the US in order to defuse
tensions in East Jerusalem
and the West Bank.

Stroul emphasized
the need for channels of
communication so  that
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we can quickly come
together. based on mutual
understanding and trust; to
reduce tension whenever it

arises'.
She noted that in another
meeting in Aqaba: His

Majesty the King convened
not only the region's leaders
but also world leaders to
discuss the threat posed by
the terrorist organization
"Daesh" across the Middle
East and the world.

Accordingtothe American
official His Majesty is aware
that a strong and stable
partnership everywhere can
contribute to the security of
the world.

"Jordanisaveryimportant
partner. and the US wants
to work with the partners
in a coalition to coordinate
technical:  political and
military assistance to achieve
common  goals,"  Stroul
added.

She indicated that the US
Department of Defense has a
national defense strategy that
outlines how to operate in
the Middle East and calls for
collaboration with allies and
partners to cement regional
security in light of terrorist

threats: drone strikes: and
maritime attacks.
Stroul stated that the

role of the US is to keep
expanding the opportunities
for collaborative work on
security, in addition to
responding to crises like the
Corona pandemic: in order
to improve the security and
stability of the region.

MINISTER LAYS CORNERSTONE FOR JD1.8MLN HEALTH
CENTER RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT IN MAFRAQ

Northwestern
Badia

Minister of Health Firas
Hawari on Tuesday laid
the cornerstone for a JD1.8
million reconstruction and
development project of the
al-Hamra Comprehensive
Health Center in the
Northwestern Badia region:
funded by the Qatar Charity.

Hawari said that
laying the cornerstone is
a testament to the deep-
rooted ties between Jordan
and Qatar as well as Doha's
commitment to supporting
the Jordanian Ministry of
Health's efforts to develop
the local health centers'
infrastructure to achieve
its goals: which include
upgrading the quality of
primary health care services
across the Kingdom. He
also commended the Qatar
Charity's grant. which has
made this project possible.

The center: he indicated:
is vital for citizens in Mafraq
as it provides health services
and maternal and child
services for more than
15:000 Jordanians and more
than 5,000 Syrian refugees.

For his parti Qatari
Ambassador to the Kingdom
Sheikh Saud bin Nasser
al-Thani underscored the
importance of the project to
serve members of the local
community and provide
basic health services.

Hestressed Qatar Charity's
pivotal role in addressing
humanitarian challenges
and contributing to the
achievement of Sustainable
Development Goals: in light
of the ongoing challenges:
most notably the Syrian

-

crisisc which has pressured
Jordan's infrastructure.

The Qatari ambassador
pointed to the projects that
the charity has implemented
in the Kingdom: which
have an estimated cost of
JD25 million in the form

of aid¢ shelter projects:
food: health educational
and social projects: in

addition to sponsoring more
than 6,500 orphans: poor
families. refugee families and
students.

He also highlighted plans

to pump about JD13 million
in projects this year and
expand its programs and
projects in various fields
foremost of which are
sustainability and economic
empowerment programs:
family rehabilitation

and training: the social
sponsorship program
development projects
and education projects
while continuing its relief
programs that serve the
Jordanian  society  and

refugee communities.
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King receives chief
of Italian Army staff

and defense cooperation: in addition to the
latest regional and international developments:
according to a Royal Court statement.

Regional and international efforts to counter
terrorism within a holistic approach were also

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah on Tuesday
received Chief of Italian Army Staff Lt. Gen.
Pietro Serino at Al Husseiniya Palace.

The meeting covered the strong ties between
Jordan and Italy and ways to bolster military

discussed: it said.

Women make up about 1
third of CARC workforce

Amman

About 34 percent of the Civil
Aviation Regulatory Commission's
(CARC) and 20 percent of the air
navigation workforce is women:
who managed to secure jobs in
the industry against the odds: said
CARC Board of Commissioners
Chairman. Haitham Mesto.

Addressing a meeting of the
Women’s Empowerment Team of
top CARC female employees: which
he chaired on Tuesday. Mesto
highlighted the need to increase
the percentage of women in the
commission and enable them to
acquire leadership roles.

"This advanced  progressive
step is a continuation of a tireless
national effort. and the culmination
of the initiatives and capacities of
CARC women workers". he said
adding that supporting women's
contribution is a key focus of the
commission. Mesto stressed the
need to continue the empowerment
and recruitment of skilled female
labor in the aviation sector:
commending the efforts of female
employees in various positions.

The Women Empowerment
Team was formed last month.
underscoring their key role in the
commission.

Labor watchdog urges improving
womenss working condition

Amman

The Jordan Labor Watch¢ an
affiliate of the Phenix Center for
Economic and Informatics Studies:
on Tuesday called for improving
the working conditions for women
in the private sector in terms of
both policies and on the ground
approach to enhance their overall
economic participation.

In a position paper issued on
International Women's Day. the
watchdog stressed the importance
of empowering women working
in Jordan in the organized and
unorganized sectors to enjoy their
rights. in addition to basic principles
oflabor and proper work standards.
The paper also indicated that
women's economic participation
rate in Jordan has been fixed over
the past ten years: reaching 14

percent in the fourth quarter of
2022 compared to 53.6 percent
for males during the same year.
The watchdog also recommended
reviewing the various strategies
and programs aimed at enhancing
women's economic role and labor
market participation in the relevant
government institutions and civil
society institutions.

On supporting stay-at-home
women's businesses the paper
called for creating an entity to
run¢ direct: support; and enhance
women's skills to develop their
projects and push forward their
economic participation.

On public transport. the paper
recommended enhancing the public
transport system to meet the needs
of women so that they can go to
their workplaces easily and safely.

Dutch embassy celebrates Shiraka alumni
on occasion of [nternational Women's Day

Amman

The embassy of the
Netherlands hosted a
networking event on Monday
to celebrate International
Women’s Day and its Shiraka
Alumni Network: the country's
flagship knowledge exchange
program for the MENA region.

The event was attended by
HRH Princess Dana Firas and
over 70 alums and leading
women from various sectors of
the embassy’s network.

In welcoming  remarks:
Dutch Ambassador Harry
Verweij shed light on the
importance of International
Women’s Day to take stock of
the progress made in the fight
against gender inequality.

"In Jordani we recognize
the recent efforts adopted
on political and economic

modernization and the special
attention that was paid to gender
inclusion:" said Verweij. adding
that "we stand ready to support
these plans and will continue
to work with our partners on
bridging the gaps in inequality. "
In addition: Verweij announced

that the Netherlands has
recently adopted a Feminist
Foreign Policy. which further
reaffirms the country's
commitment to contribute to
a better. more just world in
which women and men have
equal rights and opportunities.
“In Jordan: we will reinforce
our interaction and exchange
with all those who promote
this cause." he said. The envoy
welcomed alums of the Dutch-
funded Shiraka program. Since
the program's establishment
in 2012; over 500 Jordanian
civil servants and government
employees have been trained
in the Netherlands on various
topics. In a statement. the
embassy said the Netherlands
is offering another 10 courses
for Jordanian civil servants in
2023 alone in addition to two
tailor-made  government-to-
government programs that
will take place this year. The
first will train young Jordanian
diplomats in the Netherlands
for three weeks: and the second
will focus on Jordanian female
judges: added the statement.

=]

Jordanian, Tunisian companies meet
to explore cooperation prospects

Amman

The Amman Chamber
of Commerce (ACC)
hosted a meeting on
Tuesday that brought
together Jordanian and
Tunisian commercial and
service companies.

The meeting was held
as part of a visit to the
Kingdom by a delegation of
Tunisian businesswomen.

The Jordanian-Tunisian
trade volume is below
ambitions  despite  an
existing  potential  to
increase trade exchange:
ACC deputy chairman
Nabil Khatib told the
meetingc adding  that
Jordanian exports to the
North  African  nation
totaled JD12 million in
2022 mostly medicines:

mineral or  chemical
tertilizers: organic
compounds: flour. and
semolina.

Noting that the
delegation  of  female
business  leaders' visit
coincided with
International Women's
Day. he stressed that
boosting women's
participation in the
labor market can help

achieve higher economic
growth rates and increase
employment.

The ACC: he continued:
formed a  committee
of businesswomen
comprising business
owners and workers in
commercial and service
sectors in Amman to
enhance their economic
participation.

Khatib called for
raising opportunities in
trade. services( tourismq
transport: and logistics
sectors  urging the
delegation to benefit from
agreements Jordan has

signed with various global
economic blocs.
Head of the delegation:

Rauda Bensaber:
representing the Tunisian
Forum of  Maghreb

Women Pioneers said the
visit aims to look for areas
of cooperation with the
Jordanian private sector:
pointingtothe participation
of businesswomen from
Algeria.

The Tunisian embassy's
Charge D'affairs Mohamed
Ben Habib said Tunisian-
Jordanian relations are a
role model: deriving its
strength from a political
will from the two countries'
leadership.

He underscored the
importance of close
economic cooperation
between the Tunisian
and Jordanian private
sectors: which: he said:
will offer opportunities

for integration
diversify trade
exchange and allow
networking between

businesswomen and the
business community.

Habib said his country
is willing to see the
Jordanian private sector
participating in projects
in Tunisia. noting that
foreign participation is part
of the country's national
development plan for
20232025-.

The Tunisian delegation
comprised businesswomen
specialized in a wide
range of  industries:
including food packaging:
garment: olive oili pastry:
billboard manufacturing
and marketing: precious
stones: real estate:
construction:  cosmetics:
traditional confectionery:
sanitary materials and bank
financing.

Conference on peace,
humanity kicks off in Amman

Amman

The International Peace
and Humanity Conference:
which is organized by the
Shobak Women's Charity
Association: kicked off
on Tuesday in the capital
Amman, bringing together
heads of delegations from
several Arab countries.

The three-day
conference will tackle
several issues: top of which
is women and their leading
role in spreading the
culture of peace: under four
areas: empowering women
and the family; women
and their role alongside
men to redress the family
structure; building a model
and civilized society; and
contemporary Arab female
role models.

The conference aims
to consolidate the culture
of peace and peaceful
coexistence at the national
and global levels: work
in all areas of peace and
humanitarian aspects:
support the democratic
process: increase peace and
humanitarian initiatives:
ensure sustainable
development;  cooperate
with national and
international humanitarian
organizations: and
working side-by-side to
provide consultations on
rights legali medical and
humanitarian issues.

Patronizing the
conference on behalf of
the President of the Senate
Faisal Fayez: Senator Fadel
Hamoud  stressed the
importance of rejecting

incitement to hatred and
establishing a culture of

lovec compassion  and
peace  stemming from
the teachings of Islam

to address the obstacles
hindering peace in the
modern world.

In his speechi Hamoud
stressed the importance
of  cementing  Arab-
international relations:
forging cooperation
and severing the ties of

fanaticism and violence
to establish a fertile
environment for future

generations and to keep
striving for a more beautiful
and sustainable future.
Chairperson  of  the
conference Basma Hababah
said the conference is being
held to underscore the need
for contemporary societies
to coexist peacefully: noting
that this is the key to security
and building up a human

being politically. culturally:
economically and socially.
A number of heads of the
participating  delegations
gave speeches in which they
indicated that Jordan plays
an important role in peace
in the region: stressing that
His Majesty King Abdullah
IT maintains a firm position
in international forums
that stresses peace as the
only solution to resolving
international conflicts.
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