High tourist arrivals
herald a promising
year for sector -
representatives
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Border Guard foil
- drug smuggling
attempt from Syria
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Workshop offers Madaba
schoolchildrena glimpse
into city’s heritage
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3rd phase of regional energy-efficient
buildings project kicks off in Amman

Amman

The Royal Scientific
Society (RSS). in
partnership with
Guidehouse Germany
GmbH: kicked off the

third phase of the Build_
ME project: Accelerating
0-emission building
sector ambitions in the
Middle East and North
Africa (MENA) region.

The launching
ceremony was attended
by representatives
of  ministries; banks:
local and international
financing institutions:
energy specialists:
contractors: and
Jordanian universities:

according to an RSS
statement.

The project's first phase
began in 2016 and focused
on understanding the
market and the main
barriers to the uptake of
highly efficient buildings
in Egypt. Jordan. and
Lebanon.

The second phase of
BUILD_ME centered on
developing different tools
to close these gaps: such
as benchmarks: building
energy performance
(BEP) calculation tools:
and demonstration
project databases and
training national trainers
on such devices.

During the current
third phase/ these new
instruments will be
used to facilitate the
financing of energy-
efficient building
projects.

At the ceremony: Build_
ME project manager
Riadh Bhar introduced
the objectives of the third
phase of the project: with
a recap on phases one
and two¢ and presented
the (Building Energy
Performance Tool): which
was developed during the
second phase of the project
and will be applied during
the third.

RSS and Guidehouse

launched a  national
dialogue with all
stakeholders to discuss
mechanisms and tools
that would facilitate access
to local and international
financing channels to
provide financial support

for energy-efficient
buildings.
The Royal Scientific

Society is implementing
the Build ME project
in  partnership  with
Guidehouse and with
the support of the
International Climate
Initiative (IKI) of the
German Federal Ministry
for Economic Affairs and
Climate Action.

Lawmakers pass
competitiveness, labor bills

Amman

The Lower House on
Monday  passed  draft
laws amending the
competitiveness and labor
laws during a session
chaired by Speaker Ahmad
Safadi and attended by
cabinet members.

The lawmakers endorsed
the competitiveness
bill as referred by the
Economy and Investment
Committee: including a
proposal to set up a special
committee headed by
the Minister of Industry
and Trade with a number
of specialists from the
public and private

sectors as members. The
"Competitiveness  Affairs
Committee” will be tasked
with ratifying the general
competitiveness plan and
studying the various tasks
stipulated in this law as
well as drafting any other
relevant  legislation or
regulations under the law.
Minister of Industry:
Trade and Supply Yousef
Shamali told the chamber
of the importance of the
law: which underscores the
government's commitment
to sending legislation to the
houseafter thepassageofthe
investment  environment
bill as a translation of

the Kingdom's economic
vision.

The key reason behind
the amendment is to
enhance the protection
and promotion of free and
effective competition in the
market through reviewing
regulations prohibiting
practices that undermine
fair =~ competition  and
preventing dominance by
any institution.

The legislation also
regulates the economic
concentration  processes:
stiffens the penalty for
violations and curbs the
concept of dominant
institution.

The labor law
amendment for the year
2022 was passed as referred
by the House's Labor
and Social Development
Committee to help the
Labor Ministry carry out
programs for employment
of Jordanians. regulate the
labor market and ensure
more legal protection for
workers through stiffening
penalties for violations of
the Labor Law.

It also aims to address
the disorganized labor
market; regulate incoming
labor and gradually replace
foreign  workers  with
Jordanian job seekers.
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ACC to meet with delegation of
Tunisian businesswomen Tuesday

Amman

The Amman Chamber of
Commerce (ACC) will hold
a meeting on Tuesday with
a  delegation of  Tunisian
businesswomen representing

companies and trade and service
sectors to explore prospects of
forging partnerships between the
Jordanian and Tunisian private

sectors. The delegation comprises
businesswomen specializedinawide
range of industries: including food
packaging: garment: organic olive
oil¢ pastry: billboard manufacturing
and marketing: precious stones:
real estate, construction: cosmetics:
traditional confectionery: sanitary
materials and bank financing: the
ACC said in a statement.

4 Palestinians injured by
Israeli fire south of Jericho

Ramallah

Four Palestinians were wounded
by Israeli forces' fire during an early
Monday raid in Aqabat Jaber camp:
south of the West Bank city of
Jericho: according to a Palestinian
source.

The Palestine Red Crescent
Society (PRCS) said in a statement
that violent confrontations erupted
between Palestinian youths and
Israeli soldiers when large numbers

of occupation army troops stormed
the camp. leaving four locals
injured.

"The injured were transferred to
the Jericho Governmental Hospital:
where they were listed in fair
conditions:" the PRCS added.

Also today: Israeli forces carried
out a large-scale arrest campaign
in various West Bank cities and
occupied Jerusalem: and detained
13 Palestinians

Hardline Jewish settlers
storm Al-Aqgqsa Mosque

Occupied Jerusalem

Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers on Monday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem: according to an official
Palestinian source.

A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers

carried out today’s raids from al-
Magharebah Gate under the heavy
protection of Israeli police: who
restricted Muslim  worshippers'
access to the mosque and seized
many of their identification cards.

"The settlers provocatively toured
the Mosque’s yards: and performed
Talmudic rituals in the eastern part
of the compound." it added.

Zelensky calls for protecting energy
facilities, infrastructure in Ukraine

Moscow

Ukrainian President Volodymyr
Zelensky on Monday called for
strengthening the protection of
Ukrainian energy facilities and
restoring damaged infrastructure

before the next heating season
starts. "We are working on all
scenarios and will do everything
to be ready to face any threat next
winter." Zelensky said in his latest
address in the capitali Kyiv.

HIGH TOURIST ARRIVALS HERALD A& PROMISING
YEAR FOR SECTOR — REPRESENTATIVES

AMMAN

The first two months
witnessed
tourist

of 2023
unprecedented
footfalli  according

sector representatives. who

to

proving to be one of the
most promising sectors in
Jordan.” Qasem added.
Qasem  attributed the
increase in tourist footfall
to the international
promotional campaigns

expressed hope that the total
number of visitors to Jordan
would exceed six million

this year.
Around 940,000 tourists
visited  Jordan  during

January and February —
a 135.5 per cent increase
compared with the same
period in 2022 according to
a statement by the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities
made available to The
Jordan Times.

“The total number of

tourists — both domestic
and international — who
visited the northern

governorates of Jordan
during the past weekend
is estimated to be around
18.000.” Tourism Ministry
Spokesperson Ahmad Refai
told The Jordan Times.

Refai highlighted that this
number is a “record high”
for the local tourism sector:
adding that the majority
of tourists visited Jerash:
Ajloun and Umm Qais.

The numbers recorded so
far this year have exceeded

those in 2019¢ which was
then considered “a golden
year” for the tourism sector:
according to Refai.

During the first two
months of 2019¢ a total of
742,920  tourists  visited
Jordan: followed by 842.647
in the same period of 2020.
Tourism declined drastically
in 2022 reducing the footfall
to 399.094¢ according to
statistics from the Tourism
Ministry.

The ministry’s monthly
report showed a 119.5
per cent increase in the
numbers of overnight
tourists in the January-
February period of 2023
amounting to 765:352
touristsc compared with
348.692 tourists in the first
two months of 2022.

The current numbers tell
of a prosperous year for our
local tourism sector.” Refai
added.

Refai noted that the
Golden Triangle — Wadi
Rum: Petra and Aqaba
— is currently witnessing
a remarkable arrival of
tourists.

Mohammad Al Qasemq
Jordan Hotel Association’s
spokesperson( told  The
Jordan Times that the
association is expecting the
number of tourists in 2023 to
exceed six million.

“The occupancy rate in

Dead Sea hotels reached 85
per cent this past weekend:
while Agaba’s hotels reached
70 per cent occupancy:’

Qasem added.
Qasem stated thati in
January and  February:

Madaba saw a 300 per cent
increase in tourist footfall.
“Over 86:000 tourists visited
Madaba during the first
two months of 2023:” said
Qasem.

“The tourism sector is

launched by the Jordan
Tourism Board: in addition
to on-the-ground public-
private partnerships as well
as the operation of low-cost
carriers that are currently
servicing Jordan.

“Our aim is to turn
tourism in Jordan from a
seasonal to a year-round
activity.” said Qasem.

“In 2022 the tourism
sector proved to be one of
the most important sectors
for our local GDP: providing
a total of JD 4.1 billion.”
Qasem stated.

Qasem added that the
government is urged to
accelerate  the  growth
of the tourism sector by
incentivising  investment
a process that begins with
simplifying procedures:
reducing operational costs
and¢ most  importantly:
encouraging youth to enrol
in  vocational  training
programmes designed to
equip the sector with a highly
skilled workforce.
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Vehicle clearance at free zone 93% up in two months

Amman

Electric vehicle clearance
at the Zarqa Free Zone saw
an increase of 93 percent in
the first two months of the
year. compared to the same
period of 2022 as demand
for hybrid cars tripled
according to latest figures.

Jihad Abu Nasser:
representative of  the
automobile sector at the
Jordan Free Zone Investor
Commission: said in a press
release Monday that the total
number of vehicles cleared
over the January-February
period stood at 9.434
including 2174 gasoline-
powered: 1.152 diesel: 2:463
hybrid and 3.645 electric
vehicles.

Nasser referred to a 300
per cent growth in hybrid
vehicle clearance rates in the
past two months. compared
to the same period last year.

Some 5:820 vehicles were
re-exported in the first
two months of the year:
compared to 5.745 vehicles
in the same period last year:
he said.

Border Guard foil drug
smuggling attempt from Syria

Amman

Northern Military Zone troops
Monday thwarted a dawn attempt
to infiltrate the border and smuggle
in drugs from Syria: said an official
military source at the General
Command of the Jordan Armed
Forces- Arab Army (JAF).

Border = Guard  forces: in
coordination with the Directorate
of Military Security and the Anti-
Narcotics  Department. tracked
a group of smugglers trying to
trespass the frontier from Syria. and
launched rapid response patrols that

applied the rules of engagement:
injuring them and arresting one
member of the group: while the rest
fled deep into Syrian territory: it said
in a statement.

After a search of the area: 126
palm-sized sheets of hashish
and 20.000 Captagon pills were
found and sent to the competent
authorities; it said. The source
vowed that JAF will continue deal
with full force and firmness with any
threat at the border or any attempt
to undermine the Kingdom's
security or intimidate its people.

Drop in temps
forecast for three days

Amman

A tangible dip in
temperatures is  forecast
on Monday returning to

their seasonal averages and
bringing  relatively  cold
conditions in the highlands:
while it will be moderate in
other parts of the Kingdom:
the Jordan Meteorological
Department (JMD) said in its
daily update.

Clouds at low altitudes are
also forecast to form in the
northern and central regions:
with a chance for light and
scattered showers in the
northern areas. Winds will be
northwesterly briske blowing
dust at times.

The weather department
warned of poor horizontal
visibility in the highlands and
the eastern areas due to dust
and fog formation.

Over the next two days:
mercury levels will continue
to dip. triggering relatively
cold conditions in much of the
country. except in the Jordan
Valley: the Dead Sea: and
Aqaba where it will be pleasant:
with low clouds.

Today: temperatures in
the capital Amman will range
between a high of 18 degrees
Celsius and a low of 6C at night:
while the port city of Aqaba will
see a fair 27C; sliding to 14C at
night.

Japan provides $65k grant to provide medical
equipment for Palestinian refugee camps

Amman

Under its Grant
Assistance for Grassroots
Human Security Projects
(GGP): the government of
Japan provided a $65.677
grant to the Jordan Medical
Aid  For  Palestinians
(MAP) society to send
medical equipment for the
Marka refugee camp.

According to a
statement released by MAP
on Monday: the contract
was signed by Japanese
ambassador Okuyama Jiro

and Chairman of MAP
Michael Sayegh.

It said the grant will
improve service quality
of its medical center in
the Marka camp (locally
known as Hittin Camp)
by  providing  x-ray:
electrocardiography:
and electromyography
devices.

Sayegh  said MAP
will continue providing
laboratory equipment and
supporting clinics of its
medical centers to offer the

best services: expressing
appreciation for Japan's
constant support.

For his part Jiro said
a neurology department
can be established and

more comprehensive
services will be provided:
thanks to the new
equipment, limiting
financial burdens on
patients who need to

be transferred outside
the camp due to lack of
equipment and health
insurance.

Since 1993, the
government of  Japan
provided more than $10
million in support for
157 projects of Jordanian
non-governmental

organizations:
schools  hospitalsc and
municipalities.

MAP has been providing

primary health care since
1990 through clinics in
Palestinian refugee camps
in Jordan. To date: it has
been able to treat more
than 1.950.000 patients.

Workshop offers Madaba schoolchildren
a glimpse into city’s heritage

AMMAN

As part of a joint
initiative to engage the
local community with its
heritage through different
educational programmes:

two American scholars
on Saturday organised
a workshop for

schoolchildren in Madaba.

Two co-directors of
the Madaba Regional
Archaeological Museum
Project: (MRAMP)
Douglas Clark of La
Sierra  University  in
Riverside: California;
and Suzanne Richard of
Gannon University in Erie:
Pennsylvania;  organised
the event at the Madaba
Regional  Archaeological
Museum (MRAM).

The workshop is part of a
joint initiative of MRAMP:
Petra  National = Trust
(PNT) and the Department
of Antiquities to engage
the local community in
heritage preservation: said
Clark.

The PNT is
governmental
profit organisation
established in 1989
and is the first national
organisation in Jordan
for cultural preservation:
focusing on the UNESCO
World Heritage site of

a non-
and non-

Petra; noted Huda Amarin
from the PNT.

Amarin added that the
PNT. with its national and
international partners; has

implemented  specialised
programmes based on the
needs of both the sites and
the communities.

“The  approach  of
the PNT and its team
of experts include
involvement in projects
related to archaeological
conservation. ecotourism
development; socio-
economic development and
education.” said Amarin.

She noted that
through its education

outreach and awareness
programmes. the PNT
aims to build tomorrow’s
community leaders who
can work towards and
advocate  for  effective
and sustainable cultural
heritage management and
preservation.

The trust is proposing
to implement three
consecutive half-day
workshops: targeting the
712-10 (9- and 1315- age
groups: and seeking three
groups of 15 participants:
totalling 45 female and
male childreni noted
Richard.

“Schools take pupils to

museums. but they just
come in( look around and
leave without knowing
much about the objects and
their historical context.”
Amarinc who is an officer
at PNT. said.

“We have mosaics
outside and  cultural
heritage that should be
shown to schoolchildren.”
Amarin said.

PNT and MRAMP
collaborate to teach youth
about cultural preservation
and cultural heritage
Clark said. Furthermore:
MRAMP focused
on archaeologically
preparing an endangered
urban area; the Madaba
Archaeological Park West
(II)¢ for the construction of
a new regional museum to
make accessible and display
archaeological ~ materials
from the Madaba region:
Richard  said. During
COVID-19, MRAMP
focused more on virtual
reality. completing virtual
tours of the architectural
concept design of the
new museuny and the US
Department of State and
the US embassy in Jordan
to include specialists in
producing 3D virtual tours
of various sites of interest
in Madaba: Clark noted.
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