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JFDZ hands over 16 investor contracts
to develop QAIA»s free zone

Amman

Jordan Free and
Development Zones
Group (JEDZ). a
government-owned
company: has started
handing out 16

investment contracts to
firms specialized in the
transit and export trade
sector: as part of a drive
to  promote investor
opportunities in Queen
Alia International Airport
(QAIA)'s free zone.
According to a JFDZ
statement on Sunday:

the group referred to a

promotion campaign
for a number of investor
opportunities: which

targets the transit trade
sectors and companies
working in exporting
food: pharmaceutical and
agricultural products:
whose activity requires
speedy handling and
shipping:  within an
infrastructure  equipped
according to the latest
global standards.

JFEDZ Director
General: Abdul Hameed

Gharaibeh: said 45% of
the new contracts are
foreign investment. while
55% went to Jordanian
private sector companies:
indicating  that these
investments would
contribute to providing
new job opportunities for
Jordanian youth.
Gharaibeh noted
QAIA's free zone has
become at "the forefront"
in Jordan's free estates:
as an investor destination
by various investment
sectors: thanks to the new

tax exemptions launched
in  Jordan's newly-
endorsed Investment
Environment Law.

In addition: he referred
to Royal directives: which
reflected positively on
enhancing smart services:
infrastructure and
performance of the JEDZ's
unified service center.

Due to increasing
demand: he noted JFDZ
administration will
announce similar new
investment opportunities
in the coming months.

Number of overnight visitors to Jordan
jumps by 135pct in Jan-Feb of 2023

Amman

The number of
visitors to the Kingdom
has jumped during
January and February of
2023 to reach 940.000
visitors( an increase of
135.5 percent compared
to the figure reported
in the same period in
2022.

A monthly report issued
Sunday by the Ministry of
Tourism and Antiquities
showed a 119.5-percent
increase in the numbers
of overnight tourists in
January and February
of 2023, amounting to
765352 touristsc compared
to 348692 tourists in
January and February of
2022.

To put the numbers in
perspective. the number
of tourists in January
and February 2019. the
tourism  sector's  best-
performing year: stood at

742,920 visitors: going up
to 842,647 visitors in 2020,
while in 2021 the number of
tourists amounted to about
122,279. On a monthly
level; the number of visitors

in February 2023 amounted
to 435.927. an increase of
132.5 percent compared to
187.460 visitors during the
same month of 2022.

The number of overnight

tourists  increased  in
February by 118.4 percent
to reach 356(326 tourists
compared to 163,139
tourists during the same
month in 2022.
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4,800 monitoring visits made
to tourist, industrial facilities
in 2022-Trade Ministry

Amman

Ministry of Industry. Trade
and Supply carried out 4,800
monitoring visits to tourist and
industrial establishments during
2022.

In a statement on Sunday:
director of the ministry's monitoring
and inspection unitt Mohammad
Khalidic said concerned authorities
paid visits to economic businesses
to verify compliance with food

safety. occupational health, and
environmental requirements.

The  ministry's  Awareness
Guidance and Monitoring
Committee of Food Factories
carried out about 800 visits to
foodstuft factories during 2022 in
the governorates of Amman Zarqa
and Madaba: Khalidi pointed out.

Meanwhile: he noted the
committee carried out about 4,000
visits to tourist facilities last year.

Liquefied gas price sold to
industrial sector unchanged
as last February- Ministry

Amman

Ministry of Energy and Mineral
Resources kept the wholesale price
of liquefied petroleum gas sold to
the industrial sector during March
unchanged similar to last February:
at JD722.74 per tonne.

In a statement on Sunday
Ministry of Industry. Trade and
Supply will bear the difference in
petroleum gas cost due to the one-

off price hike in March. aimed to
alleviating burden of production
costs ravaging the local industry.

This decision was taken
despite the increase in global
prices of liquefied petroleum
gas. which was reflected locally:
amounting to JD844.69 per
tonne. according to Petroleum
Derivatives Pricing Committee:
the statement said.

JTB held travel fair in India

Amman

Jordan Tourism Board (JTB)
organized a travel exhibition in
India's Bangalore and Mumbai
in the presence of the Kingdom's
embassy staff in Delhi.

According to a JTB statement on
Sunday: the fair aims to highlight
Jordan as a tourist destination and

focus on promoting the Kingdom
to Indian wedding party organizers.

Attended by Indian major
party firms. the event also aims
to promote Jordan's tourist and
archaeological sites by shooting
films in the Kingdom: especially
in the port city of Aqaba and Dead
Sea: the statement said.

Foreign ministry receives
credentials of Vatican envoy

Amman

Secretary- General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs Lina Hadid
on Sunday received the credentials
of the apostolic nuncio to Jordan

Giovanni Pietro Dal Toso: as an
accredited and resident ambassador
to the Kingdom. During a meeting
with Dal Toso. Hadid offered her
well wishes on his mission to boost
relations between the two countries.

DOCTORS WITHOUT BORDERS CENTRES
MENTAL HEALTH IN TREATMENT

AMMAN

The medical assistance
Doctors
(MSF)

provided by
Without Borders

patients from Syria. Iraq:
Yemen and Gaza through
a monthly programme:
according to Almnezil.

is guided by the belief that
“there’s no health without
mental health”. according

to a specialist at the
organisation.
In a recent interview

with The Jordan Times:

MSF Mental Health
Activity Manager at the
Reconstructive Surgery
Programme in Jordan:
Da’ed  Almnezili noted
that treatment only
begins  after  ensuring

patients’ preparedness and
psychological wellbeing.

Twenty-one-year-old
Yasmeen from Yemen: who
sustained a burn injury
shared the details of her
ongoing treatment journey
with MSF. which began in
2018.

“I was in a really bad
psychological state. I didn’t
leave the house or even
my room. I couldn’t bring
myself to face people.”
Yasmeen told The Jordan

Times.

“I was angry at everyone
for what happened to me.
Whenever I saw my sisters in
good health: I felt frustrated
and resentfuli” she said.

Yasmeen noted that MSF’s
focus on mental health and
psychological well-being
made the treatment process
“much easier”.

“The help I received
restored my hope in life and
in myself.” she said.

“When I received the
phone call informing me that
my file had been accepted
by MSF»¢ I couldn’t speak
and fell into tears. Every
time I remember that phone
calli my eyes overflow with
tears of joy.” she continued.

Almnezil noted that MSF
aims to deliver “integrated
healthcare services”.

“Our psychological
department is always
involved in the treatment

journeys of
who sustained
injuries.” she said.
The mental health expert
pointed out that such
experiences can take a toll on
people’s mental wellbeing:
leading some to develop
negative  body  image:
damaging their self esteem.
“Suffering traumatic
injuries can even cause
patients to harbour feelings
of resentment towards

patients
traumatic

people who are in good

healthe impacting  their
relationships  with  their
friends and families” she

said.

MSF helps patients find a
way to adapt to their injuries
and move past them; “we
help them focus on their
abilities more than their
disabilities”: she said.

The organisation’s
reconstructive surgery
hospital in Amman receives

Any patient who arrives
atthe hospital must undergo
a psychological evaluation
using “standardised
tools”c she saidi noting
that MSF’s staff takes into
consideration that some
patients might not be ready
to talk about their mental
health.

MSF also implements
a peer support. or peer
counselling:  programme
through which individuals
who underwent a successful
recovery  journey  help
patients with an injury that
is similar to theirs Almnezil
added.

“This is likely to provide
patients with a much
needed emotional support:
allowing them to relate to
someone else’s experiences
and feel understood. It also
promotes independence:
self-acceptance and more
successful reintegration into
society.” she said.



2023 131 (6) wa¥!
(3027) aualt

SN
//@/\}“\‘\\ o

11 o)l
Man dies of neck stabs in Amman-Police

@lde

Amman object: following a dispute at according to a security injured person was rushed and then succumbed to his an investigation into the
A quadragenarian person 2 barber shop in Amman's source. to Amman's Bashir wounds. The killer and the incident is underway: the
died of neck stabs by a sharp Nazzal neighborhood: The source said the Governmental Hospital:  crime tool were seized and source announced.

Jordan Valley farmers ‘exhausted’ from
mounting debt crisis —Union leader

18th National Robotics
Competition launched

Amman

Activities of the 18th National
Robotics Competition (NRC)
were launched Saturday:
organized by King Hussein
Foundation's Jubilee Center for
Excellence in Education (JCEE).
in cooperation with Ministry of
Education: aimed at stimulating
students to increase interest in
science and technology.

According to a JCEE statement
on Sunday: 68 teams from public

and private schools and scientific
centers from 7  governorates
took part in the championship:
supervised by about 96 teachers:
with participation of 416 students.

Participants in the competition
acquire practical experience by
innovating solutions to problems
facing robot technology users and
inspiring students from 9 to 16 years
old to unleash robot-based critical
thinking: programming: and design
skills. the statement said.

International Maritime Exercise kicks
off activities at Naval Force Command

Amman

The Naval Force and Royal Boats
Command on Sunday launched
activities of the International
Maritime Exercise (IMX 2023)
which are scheduled to be
carried out by the US Fifth Fleet
Command with the participation
of 43 countries: in addition to 15
representatives of various maritime
forces.

The exercise aims to orchestrate
maritime military concepts among
the participating countries and
strengthen the naval security system
by employing guided systems in
the wvarious tactical operations:
especially for "Visit. Board: Search:
and Seizure (VBSS) teams and
remotely operated underwater
vehicle (ROV): which are controlled

by Jordanian Operations Center
for Unmanned Systems (JROC):
according to a Command statement

on Sunday.
The exercise features multiple
joint  naval drillss primarily

operations to combat naval mines
with guided systems: maritime
search and rescue activities:
maritime field medical evacuations:
exchange expertise in operating
modern unmanned boatsi and
training VBSS teams: the statement
said.

Carried out in the Red Sea
Arabian Gulfi Gulf of Oman and
western Indian Ocean: IMX 2023
activities are thus viewed one
the largest and most important
naval exercises at the regional and
international levels.

Royal Hashemite Court announces
date of Princess Iman’s wedding

Amman

The Royal Hashemite Court
made a statement on Sunday:
announcing the date of Her
Royal Highness Princess Iman's
wedding.

Following s
statement:

"The Royal Hashemite Court
is pleased to announce that the
wedding of Her Royal Highness
Princess Iman bint Abdullah

the full

II and Mr. Jameel Alexander
Thermiotis will take place on
12 March 2023.

The  Royal  Hashemite
Court extends its sincere
congratulations  to  Their

Majesties King Abdullah II and
Queen Rania Al Abdullah on
this occasion: and wishes Her
Royal Highness Princess Iman
and Mr. Thermiotisalifetime of
happiness. "

AMMAN

Jordan Valley farmers
are calling on authorities
to postpone agricultural
loan installments due to
mounting losses: which
have accrued over the
course of the last several
agricultural seasons.

Jordan’s farmers are
suffering from seasonal
losses due to climate-

change-induced weather
disruptions. The length
of the rainy season in
Jordan has changed: as
has the quantity of rainfall
that helps water seasonal
produce. Farmers also
report sharp decreases in
the amount of rainwater
harvested.

Compounding the
dramatic changes in rain
patterns are temperature
extremes: ranging from
severe cold and frost
during the winter and
unprecedented heat waves
during the summer.

“It is estimated that
over 13,000 Jordan Valley
farmer are stuck in debt
and will be sued for their
inability to pay off their
debt:” Adnan Khaddam
president of Jordan Valley
Farmers Union( told The
Jordan Times.

Farmers are
“exhausted” Khaddam
added: noting that this
year in particular. farmers
suffered from horrific
losses due to a sharp
decrease in prices.

Meanwhile; consumers
beg to differ. claiming that
this winter. the prices of
fruits and vegetables were
significantly higher than

usual.

According to Khaddam:
the majority of the profits
from produce sales go to
retailers.

“Retailers are the ones
who benefit from the
increase in production( but
don’t reflect the reduced
prices on the final price
that the consumer pays.”

Khaddam noted.
“We are calling on
the Agricultural Credit

Corporation to postpone
all installments for farmers
due to the difficult financial
conditions they are
suffering,” Khaddam said.
Farmer’s indebtedness
has become a new
challenge: in addition to
many existing challenges

such as marketing costs:
high  production costs:
energy costs. water scarcity
and many other obstacles
that push the sector towards
a “dead-end”( he said.

“The agricultural sector
in the Jordan Valley has
reached a dangerous and
pivotal point.” Khaddam
added.

Farmers are lost: facing a
choice between continuing
to produce and incur
losses: securing their loan
installments or providing a
living for their children.

Khaddam urged
authorities to take proper
and timely measures to
prevent the agricultural
sector from falling apart
and to keep farmers “alive”.

“Authorities are turning
a blind eye on Jordan
Valley farmers.” farmer
Ahmad Furat told The
Jordan Times.

Furat added that
increasing production
costs: low selling prices:
accompanied by  debt
installments: are a difficult
combination. putting
farmers on the edge of
solvency.

“Changeinrain patterns:
extreme weather and water
scarcity are bringing in
more challenges for Jordan
Valley farmers.” Furat said.

The current situation is
“forcing many to quit and
stay home wait for social
development  aid”. the
farmer added.

UN welcomes finalization of Intl
agreement on biological diversity

New York
UN  Secretary-General

Antonio Guterres
commended delegates
for finalizing a text to
ensure the conservation
and sustainable wuse of
marine biological diversity
of areas beyond national
jurisdiction: according to
a statement by Guterres'

spokesperson late
Saturday.

"This breakthrough
- which covers nearly

two-thirds of the ocean --
marks the culmination of
nearly two decades of work
and builds on the legacy
of the United Nations
Convention on the Law of
the Sea." it stated.

"This action is a victory
for multilateralism and for
global efforts to counter the
destructive trends facing
ocean health; now and for
generations to come" it
said¢ adding it is crucial
for addressing the triple

planetary crisis of climate
change. biodiversity loss:
and pollution.

"It is also vital for
achieving  ocean-related
goals and targets of the 2030
Agenda for Sustainable
Development: and  the
Kunming-Montreal Global
Biodiversity Framework:"
the statement noted.

The Secretary-
General commended
all parties for their

ambition: flexibility. and

perseverance: recognizing
the critical support
of non-governmental
organizations: civil
society: academic
institutionsc and  the
scientific community.

The Secretary-General
looked forward to
continuing working with

all parties to secure a
healthieri more resilient:
and more productive

ocean: benefiting current
and future generations.

Jordan partakes in UN»s conference
on least developed countries

Doha

Together with the other
46 nations designated by
the UN as least developed:
Jordan is attending the
Fifth Conference on the
Least Developed Countries
(LDC5). which began on
Sunday in Doha: Qatar.

The 5-day conference:
held once every 10 years:

is an opportunity for
concerted international
efforts to accelerate
sustainable  development
in the least developed
countries.

Partnerships will be
renewed during  the
conference to overcome
structural challenges:
eradicate  poverty. and

achieve internationally
agreed development goals.
The population of the
46 countries categorized as
LDCsbythe United Nations
exceeded 1.3 billion people:
or 14 percent of the world's
total  populationi who
suffer from the aftermath
of  health: geopolitical
and climate crises such

the Russo-
and the

as Covid-19
Ukrainian war:
fight  against  climate
change. The conference
was postponed two
times because of Covid.
Thousands of experts and
activists are expected to
partake to ensure that
former  promise-holders
keep their promises.
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