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Bosnian Embassy celebrates
Independence Day

Amman

Embassy of Bosnia and
Herzegovina in Amman
on Tuesday celebrated
occasion of its country's
Independence Day: in
cooperation with Jordan-
Bosnia-Herzegovina
Association for Friendship
and Business.

Minister of State for
Legal  Affairsc Nancy
Namrouqa: and Acting
Ambassador of Bosnia
and  Herzegovina to
Jordan, Satko  Pitanja
attended the ceremony.

Congratulating Bosnia
and Herzegovina on its
independence Namrouqa
wished Bosnian people
continued progress and
prosperity: stressing the
"deep-rooted”  bilateral

Safadi,

delegation talk cooperation

Amman

Lower House Speaker:
Ahmad Safadic affirmed
Jordan's keenness;
under His Majesty King
Abdullah II's leadership.
to achieve Iraq's unity and
stability.

Jordan: he noted: will
maintain support to Iraq in
its endeavors to restore its

relations and the two
countries' endeavor to
strengthen ties.

For his part. the

Bosnian diplomat stressed
the "deep-rooted" bilateral

relations and keenness
of the two countries'
leadership to enhance

joint  cooperation in
various fields.

Meanwhile: the
association'shead: Khamis
Ashour( said celebration
of this occasion reflects
the "deep" bilateral
relationsc adding that
the association seeks to
strengthen ties and build
communication bridges to
promote mutual trade.

The association. he
noted: is working to
promote the Kingdom's

investment environment
to  businesspeople in
Bosnia and Herzegovina:
and opened the door
for Jordanian exporters
to discover export
opportunities there.

The association
organized a working visit
for its members to Bosnia
and Herzegovina last year
to explore investment
opportunities and
promote the Jordanian
investment environment:

he pointed out.
He announced the
association's plans to

organize a working visit to
Bosnia and Herzegovina
next May to exchange
expertise: exploreavailable
commercial opportunities
and strengthen business

relations. Al Rakhaa
Businessmen Association

Head: Fahd Taweelah:
which  organized the
ceremony. stressed the

association's keenness to
cooperate with relevant
bodies in promoting
Jordan's investment
environment: attracting
foreign investments to
the country and building
communication bridges

with businesspeople
across the world to
enhance Jordan's

economic position.

Enhancing joint trade
exchange serves the two
countries' economic
interests ¢ he  saids
referring to opportunities
to increase Jordanian
exports to Bosnia.

Kurdistan Parliament

%h

natural regional status and
role.

During his meeting
on Wednesday with a
delegation from Iraq's
Kurdistan Parliament:

headed by Chairman of its
Finance Committee: Ziyad
Jabbar: Safadi noted Jordan
and Iraq form "a depth for
each other." adding that

;?

. 'll'

Iraq and Jordan security
is complementary and
Iraq's stability is key to the
region's.

For his parti Jabbar
said Kurdistan values the
King's role. who always
exerts efforts to achieve
the region's security and
stability =~ and  provide
support and assistance to

A

ff/ Y

%

Iraq in various difficult
situations.
Meanwhile: Jordan's

House Finance Committee
headi MP Nimr Sulaihat:
stressed its keenness to
provide various forms of
cooperation with Iraqi
Kurdistan Parliament and
exchange expertise to serve
mutual interests.
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Crown Prince briefed on company
specialised in financial solutions

Amman

His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah II
on Wednesday visited ProgressSoft
Corporation’s  headquarters in
Amman and was briefed on its
financial and real-time payment
solutions.

Crown Prince Al Hussein listened
to abriefing on the services provided
by the company to more than 370
institutions in 24 countries.

The company. established in
1989, employs more than 500

workers in its offices in Jordan:
the United Arab Emirates; Oman
Kuwait: Qatar. and Nepal: including
300 employees in Amman.
ProgressSoft provides advisory:

traininge and software services
to banks and public and private
financial and banking institutions.

Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship Minister Ahmad
Hanandeh and Director of the
Office of the Crown Prince Zaid
Baqain accompanied His Royal
Highness on the visit.

House Finance committee, Kurdistan
Parliament delegation talk cooperation

Amman
Lower House Finance Committee
headi MP Nimr Sulaihati met

with Chairman of the Finance
Committee in Iraq's Kurdistan
Parliament, Ziad Jabbar. and his
accompanying delegation.

During the meeting Sulaihat
stressed the committee's keenness
to present various cooperation
to Kurdistan's Parliament and
exchange expertise to serve mutual
interests.

Sulaihat  also  briefed the
delegation on the mechanism to
approve financial bills. referred by
the government.

In this regard: he noted the
committee has powers to reject
amend or approve draft laws: to
be endorsed accordingly to their
constitutional stages and finally
published in the Official Gazette
and date to take effect.

Meanwhile: the House's Economy

and Investment CommitteecMP
Omar Niber: said Jordan's
Parliament seeks to exchange

expertise; calling on strengthening
joint relations: especially in trade
and economic fields.

For his part. Jabbar stressed
keenness to strengthen the two
parliaments' relations.

UFM ENDORSES €10.6MLN PROJECT TO
ADDRESS WATER SCARCITY IN JORDAN

Amman

The Union for the
Mediterranean (UfM) on
Wednesday granted the UfM
label to the Smart DESERT
projectc which aims to
address water scarcity in
Jordan while fostering the
economic  empowerment
of the vulnerable local and
refugee populations.

Funded by the French
Agency for Development
(AFD) for a total cost of 10.6
million euros: the project
proves a high potential
for replicability to other
countries of the region:
according to a statement:
of which the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) obtained a

copy.
The  Senior  Officials
of the Union for the

Mediterranean held today
their first meeting of the
year in Barcelona: Spain:
to discuss the main actions:
priorities and  strategic
orientations for 2023 and
unanimously endorsed the

new cooperation project.

Smart DESERT is
implemented in Jordan:
which is burdened by
extreme water scarcity:
where the related challenges
have been aggravated by an
increasing influx of refugees
since the year 2011. The
population’s growth has
caused additional demand
for water. resulting in local
shortages and: ultimately:
enormous  pressures on
the sewage network and
wastewater treatment plants.
the statement indicated.

Smart DESERT
disall clp amll

syl g ball S50 b gkl
L iy diuall
dpaledi il

dpapla il dschy i

g ol | jonn

Oarp

Striving for the economic  activities in the northern and the holding of regional
empowerment of vulnerable highlands. solidifying the conferences and working
populations (including the concept of sustainable groups on key issues such
refugee communities from agriculture: it added. as energy and climate
Syria and Palestine: as well Additionally: Senior change: food  security
as Jordanians in need) in  Officials were briefed on the disability: civil protection
the agricultural sectorc the 2023 priorities and activities youth entrepreneurship:
Smart DESERT project is of the UfM Secretariat in digitalization or  social

designed to achieve two key
objectives within the next
36 months: increased year-
round income and improved
working conditions for those
involved in farming-related

several key sectors. notably
the upcoming launch of
two grant schemes to fund
projects on green jobs and
trade. the presentation of
the UfM Youth Action Plan

economy: among others.

They also  discussed
the upcoming ministerial
meetings on Urban
Development (Croatias
May). Trade (Spain:

October):. Higher Education
(Morocco November):
additionally to the one on
Transport (which took place
online on February 9th).

The  UfM  Secretary
Generali Nasser Kamel
emphasized:  "In 2023,

protecting our populations
and building their resilience
will continue to be our top
priority. Amidst the current
regional context:  civil
protection and food security
remain high on our agenda:
while we strive toleave no one
behind: through an inclusive
growth with particular focus
on vulnerable populations
such as youth« women: and
people with disabilities. In
paralleli we will continue
promoting sustainability and
leading regional efforts in the
fight against climate change
and the environmental
crisis ensuring that our
region tackles not only the
challenges of today: but is
also well prepared to address
those of tomorrow."

He also briefed the Senior
Officials on the ongoing work
to launch the Mediterranean
Capitals of Culture initiative
within the framework of the
next edition of the Day of the
Mediterranean.

Launched in 2008: the
Union for the Mediterranean
is an intergovernmental
Euro-Mediterranean
organization. which brings
together all countries of the
European Union and 16
countries of the Southern
and Eastern Mediterranean.
This year will see a variety
of important initiatives
taking place: from multiple
ministerial meetings and

regional conferences to the
launch of two grant schemes
to fund green jobs and
trade-related projects. the
presentation of the UfM’s
Youth Action Plan and the
launch of the Mediterranean
Capitals of Culture initiative
in the framework of the
Day of the Mediterranean:
amongst others.



11|

2023 4131 (2) pusedd!
(3023) aualt

SN
//@/\}“\‘\\ o

=]

LOCAL

King visits JAF General Command on
anniversary of army leadership Arabisation

W R
Y

Amman

HisMajestyKing Abdullah.
the Supreme Commander of
the Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army:. on Wednesday
congratulated JAF  and
security agencies’ personnel
on the 67th anniversary of
the Arabisation of Army
leadership: which falls on 1
March.

During a visit to the
General ~ Command  of
the JAF. King Abdullah
commended the late King
Hussein’s bold decision and
the courage of Jordanians:
highlighting the occasion
as an opportunity to renew
determination to move ahead
with  modernisation and
countering challenges.

His Majesty saluted all
JAF and security agencies’
personnel. expressing pride
in their role in protecting the
homeland.

At a meeting attended by
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff Maj. Gen. Yousef
Hneitic General Intelligence
Department Director Maj.
Gen. Ahmad Husnic Public
Security Directorate Director
Maj.  Gen.  Obaidallah

Value of SDC-registered securities
stands at JD22bln last February-Data

Maaytah and senior officers:
the King said JAF and
security agencies have earned
Jordanians’ respect and have
an integral role in the nation’s

progress.

Maj. Gen. Hneiti said the
Arabisation of JAF leadership
remains connected to the
country’s  past. present

e
e

and future: describing the
decision as the beginning of
a phase of development and
modernisation of the army:
in line with national and

regional aspirations.

Hneiti gave a briefing
on JAFs  development
under the leadership of His
Majesty: including quality

Amman

A total of 7.4 billion securities
were registered at Jordan Securities
Depository Center (SDC) during
last February. with a total value of
nearly JD22 billion.

Jordanians' ownership amounted
to approximately 5 billion securities:
with a total value of about JD11.7

billion( while top ten non-Jordanian
nationalities owned approximately
1.6bln securitiess worth about
JD8.1 billion: according to a SDC
statement. Saudis ranked first in
terms of foreign investments: with
about JD1.2 billion with a total of
436 million securities at end of last
February: the statement said.

Akeed records 45
rumors in February

Amman

The Jordanian Media
Credibility Monitor "Akeed"
said it recorded 45 rumors
that circulated through local
media and social media
platforms during the month
of February.

The monitor's monthly
reportc which came out on
Wednesday: said this month
saw 5 rumors more than the 40
recorded in December.

Public affairs topped the
list of February rumors with
17. about 37.8 percent of the
total number. followed by
13 economic rumors (28.9
percent). 8 security rumors
(17.8 percent). 4 political
rumors (8.9 percent). and 3
health rumors (6.6 percent).

Forty-two. or 93 percent: of
the February rumors originated
from local sources: such as
social media platforms and
news websites: according to the
report.

Thirty-four ~ rumorsc 76
percent of the total number:
originated from local social
media; and 11 or 24 percent:
came from traditional media
outlets. it said.

The monitor urged social
network users to refrain from
sharing or re-posting any
content without a credible
source: noting that relying on
these sites for news without
considering content veracity
leads to a great deal of incorrect
and inaccurate news: rumors:
and misinformation.

improvements in terms of
equipment and training to
turther advance the army’s
capacities and the capabilities
of its personnel.

Industrial Support & Development Fund «vigorous:

driver for Jordams industry-Stakeholder

Amman
President of East Amman
Industrial Investors

Association (EAITA). Iyad
Abu Haltam, said Industrial
Support and Development
Fund constitutes a
"strong" driver for Jordan's
industry and provides
foundations to increase its
competitiveness locally and
in export markets.

During an  EAIIA's
session held: in cooperation

with Ministry of Industry:
Trade and Supply: to
introduce industrialists on
the fund's programs: he
noted the newly-launched
entity cameasagovernment
step to reduce production

burdens and operating
costsc  which impede
Jordanian industry's
growth. According to
an EAITA statement
on Wednesday.  Abu

Haltam stressed the need

to continue supporting
Jordan's industrial sector:
as the main driver to
achieve economic growth
and create jobs: referring
to its contribution to about
25% of the Kingdom's gross
domestic product directly
and support the country's
foreign exchange reserves.

Abu Haltam referred
to the fund's incentive
package. which  could
benefit industrial

companies to increase their
sales and exports: raise
their market share. enhance
energy  efficiency and
increase employment rate
of women and persons with
disabilities. The Cabinet
approved the fund's bylaw
for 2022 in implementation
of  the government's
economic action priorities
program 20212023-¢ with a
value of JD90 million over
three years.

Senate president meets
Bahraini, Mexican ambassadors

Amman

Senate President Faisal
Fayez met with Bahraini
Ambassador Ahmed
Al-Ruwaie and Mexican
Ambassador Roberto
Hernandez separately on
Wednesday to discuss

bilateral relations and
the region's current
situation.

During his meeting

with Al-Ruwaie. Fayez
expressed his pride in the
deep-rooted Jordanian-
Bahraini relations and
the high level they have
reached in  various
political and economic
fields. He spoke about
the current situation in
the region and Jordan's
endeavors to bring about
security and stability:
enable the public to
live free and safely. and
resolve the Palestinian

issue  according  to
the resolutions of
international legitimacy
and the two-state
solution.

For his parte Al-
Ruwaije  praised His

Majesty King Abdullah

II's role and efforts to
settle various regional
issues: reiterating
Bahrain's commitment
to bolstering ties with
Jordan: especially the
economic partnership.

During his meeting
with Hernandez: Fayez
commended the high-
level Jordanian-Mexican
relationsc which  are
based on mutual respect
and common interests
stressing the importance
of strengthening and
developing them in
various fields.

The meeting dealt
with several issues. the
foremost of which was
the need to increase
investments and trade
exchange and  build
partnerships in various
fields.

For his part
Hernandez praised His
Majesty King Abdullah
II's part in finding a

solution to  regional
issuesc reaffirming his
country's commitment

to strengthening ties with
Jordan in various fields.
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