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Officials tackle health
sector financing strategy

Amman

The Ministry of
Health, the World Health
Organization  (WHO)
and the European Union
(EU) Mondayheldapanel
discussion on drafting the
health sector's financing
strategy and  results
of the national health
accounts (NHA) team
for the years 20182019-.
Jordan's health spending
in 2019 was JD2.2 billion
accounting for 7.1 percent
of the gross domestic
product: said Secretary-
General of the Ministry
for Epidemiology and
Communicable Diseases
Raed Shboul: adding that
the per capita share was
JD212.

He commended
the efforts of the
team of NHA( which
is a systematic:
comprehensive and
consistent  monitoring
tool of resource flows

in a country's health
system.
The  ministry.  the

EU and the WHO are
currently working on a

health financing strategy

to provide affordable
health services for the
publicc he added.

WHO representative in

Jordan Jamela Al-Raiby
said the NHA outcomes
will play a key part in
drawing up the financing
health strategy.

Yarmouk company, USAID ink
agreement to reduce water losses

Amman
The Yarmouk Water
Company and the

United States Agency for
International Development
(USAID) signed Monday a
$16.5 million support and
cooperation agreement to
reduce water losses: in the
presence of the Minister
of Water and Irrigation
Muhammad Najjar.

Under the agreement
which was signed by

will be implemented in
the company's operation
areasc which is  the
third phase of the Fixed
Amount Reimbursement
Agreement (FARA)
projects to reduce water
lossc with a $15 million
contribution from the
USAID: and $1.5 million
contribution from the
Yarmouk Water Company.

The agreement aims to
reduce water losses mainly

strengthening the
capabilities of technical
personnel in the field of
project management in line
with strategic visions to
reduce losses.

Najjar indicated that
the implementation of the
third phase will save about
3 million cubic meters
annually. thus improving
the water supply: pointing
to a national plan set in
place to reduce waste at a
rate of 12- percent annually
to reach 25 percent by

He hailed the effective
with  the
USAID and its ongoing

support for the water
sector to achieve its
goals and aspirations: in
addition to enabling the
sector to address various
challenges.

For his partc Hazaima
lauded  the  agency's
support in strengthening
the company's efforts
to reduce water losses:
especially  raising the
efficiency of  water
networks and resources:
improving their
management curbing
illegal water uses: and
switching to the monthly
meter reading system
currently in force.
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SPARK hosts event on local,
regional startup ecosystem

Amman
SPARK:anon-governmental
development organization

on Monday held its "Regional
Stakeholders Event" under the
‘From Innovation to Creation’
program¢ funded by the
European Union.

The two-day event is an open
discussion about the startup
ecosystem in the regional and
national contexts and how
existing programs and services
can be strengthened.

In addition: the event will
provide opportunities for
knowledge exchange between
SPARK’s regional partners
and external stakeholders on
innovation: policy and access
to markets.

The event also features
panel discussions on topics
like how startups can access
new markets and export their
goods and servicesc how
policy framework can create
an enabling environment for
startups or how to increase
foreign investment in Jordan
and the rest of the Middle
East.

The event
stakeholders

features key
active in
the Jordanian: Lebanese:
Palestinianc and  Tunisian
startup ecosystems: including
businesssupportorganizations:
experts: government
representatives and civil
society representatives.
Entrepreneurship is one of
the ministry's top priorities:
according to Lisa Habashneh:
director of the Investment
and Entrepreneurship
Department at the Ministry
of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship who
also noted that numerous
initiatives and projects already
exist to foster entrepreneurial
activity in Jordan.

She gave the example of
the Youth( Technology. and

Jobs projectt which aims
to start initiatives that aid
in the implementation of

entrepreneurship policy.

The purpose of this meeting:
according to Thibaut Moyer.
Deputy Head of Cooperation
and Head of the Economic
Infrastructure and  Trade
Section of the EU Delegation
to Jordan: is to strengthen

innovation. He emphasized
that the European Union is
committed to strengthening
cooperation with its neighbors
and networking with various
startup incubators.

He also stated that the EU
delegation's participation in
the event aims to increase
inclusion and allow for
business networking in order
to provide more opportunities
for youth and women in all
neighboring countries.

He said¢ "We started our
partnership with Spark: and
we hope that it will bear
fruit in supporting business
and creating opportunities.”
and that the EU's upcoming
program in Jordan to
support entrepreneurship
is being developed in
partnership with the Ministry
of Digital Economy and
Entrepreneurship to continue
supporting entrepreneurship.

SPARK's Regional Program
Director. Mourad Hentati: has
stated that the organization

is an international non-
governmental organization
(NGO) that supports youth

employment in the Middle East
region by bringing together all
stakeholders in the ecosystem
in one project. Spark has more
than 25 partner organizations
in the countries of Lebanon.
Jordan: Palestine: and Tunisia.

To strengthen the
startup ecosystem: he said:
the organization brings
together people from
government. business support
organizations: accelerators:
incubatorsc and local NGOs

from all over the world to
work on everything from the
innovation program to the
creativity program.

SPARK is a non-
governmental international
development organization
active in 14 regions of the
Middle East« North Africac and
Sub-Saharan Africa. It enables
youth: women: and refugees
to study« work: and grow their
own businesses in vulnerable
communities by  offering
higher education (vocational)
scholarships: entrepreneurship
development: and assistance
to small and medium-sized
businesses.

NORTH KORE A SAYS IT FIRED
ICBM &S WARNING TO US, SEQUL

the company's Director in the governorates of
General Hassan Irbid¢ Mafraq: Jerash and
Hazaima and USAID's Ajloun over a period of 2040.
Mission Director Sherry four years by maintaining
Carline water network nhetworks: improving partnership
development projects billing efficiencyc and
SEOUL Zone. with their analysis
North Korea said indicating it was capable of
Sunday it had test-fired an hitting the mainland United
intercontinental ballistic  States.

missile as a warning to
Washington and Seoul: saying
the successful "surprise” drill
demonstrated Pyongyang's
capacity to launch a "fatal
nuclear counterattack”.

In response. the US and
South Korea staged joint air
drills featuring a strategic
bomber and stealth fighter jets:
Seoul said.

North Korean leader Kim
Jong -un ordered the "sudden
launching drill" at 8:00 am
Saturday (23:00 GMT Friday)
and a Hwasong-15 missile:
a weapon first tested by the
North in 2017, was fired
from Pyongyang airport that
afternoon: the official KCNA
reported.

South Korea's military said
it detected an ICBM launch at
17:22 (08:22 GMT) Saturday:
which Japan said flew for 66
minutes before splashing down
in its Exclusive Economic

North Korea's leadership
hailed the test — the country's
first in seven weeks — saying
it showed "the actual war
capacity of the ICBM units
which are ready for mobile and
mighty counterattack”c KCNA
said.

The launch was “actual
proof” of the country’s
“capacity of fatal nuclear

counterattack on the hostile
forces”: it added.

The South Korean military
said Sunday it had staged joint
air drills with the United States
featuring at least one US B-1B
long-range bomber.

“The exercise displayed
the timely and immediate
deployment of the US extended
deterrence assets to the Korean
Peninsula:” demonstrating
the “overwhelming force” of
the allies. the ministry said in a
statement.

The sanctions-busting

North Korean launch came
just days before Seoul and
Washington are due to start
joint tabletop exercises aimed
at improving their response in
the event of a North Korean
nuclear attack.

Pyongyang had last week
warnedofan “unprecedentedly”
strong response to upcoming
drillsc which it describes as
preparations for war and
blames for the deteriorating
security situation on the Korean
Peninsula.

The  Saturday test is
significant as “the event was
ordered the day-of and so this
is not so much a traditional
‘test’ but an exercise”. US-
based analyst Ankit Panda told
AFP.

“We should expect to see
additional exercises of this
sort.” he added.

The exercise appeared to be
“Kim’s way of telling the US
and ROK that his country is
continuing to hone its ballistic
missile capabilities for eventual
use in a real-time scenario”

said Soo Kim¢ a former CIA
Korea analyst who now works
at management consulting firm
LMI.

“The weapons aren’t for
display only.” she told AFP.
“This layer of imminence
is probably intended to
intimidate the allies: notably
as they’re making efforts to
strengthen deterrence in the
Korean Peninsula.”

Park Won-gon: a professor
at Ewha University: said it
marked the first time that
North Korea had given a
detailed account of the order-
to-launch process.

“The clear indication of Kim
Jong-un’s order is significant.”
Park said. “The Sunday test
shows that these weapons are
all deployed for actual combat
and ready to launch at any
time.” But the nine-hour
process from Kim Jong-un’s
order to the actual launch was
“a long time”: Soo Kim said:
suggesting Pyongyang may face
“greaterchallengesinlaunching
in a realistic scenario”.
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Amman
His  Majesty King
Abdullah on Monday held
a meeting with Guinea-
Bissau President Umaro
Sissoco Embalo:  which
covered bilateral relations
and the latest regional and
international developments.
At the meeting: held at
Al Husseiniya Palace: King
Abdullah stressed keenness
to enhance ties between
Jordan and Guinea-Bissau

and  bolster economic;
politicali  and security
cooperation.

Discussions covered

efforts to counter terrorism
within a holistic approach
and continuing cooperation
between the two countries
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King meets Guinea-Bissau president
at Al Husseiniya Palace

T

LOCAL

President Sissoco Embalo in
appreciation for the visit and
to further strengthen the ties
between the two countries.

The Guinea- Bissau
president  presented the
Amilcar Cabral Medal

the highest honour in his
country: to the King: for his
efforts to bolster bilateral
ties and promote peace and
stability in the region and the
world.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadii Director of the Office
of His Majesty Jafar Hassan.
Youth Minister Mohammad
Salameh Al Nabulsic the
Escort of Honour: Planning
Minister Zeina Toukan
and a number of Guinea-
Bissau officials attended the

in this regard. through the
Aqaba Process initiative.
The meeting also
addressed recentregionaland
international developments:

crises.
President Sissoco Embalo

cooperation with Jordan:
commending the Kingdom’s

counter

terrorism through the Aqaba

extremism and

Order of the Renaissance
of the First Degree: which
granted
state and government; on

to heads of

meeting.

Earlier. an official

welcoming ceremony was
held at Al Husseiniya Palace
for President Embalo upon
his arrival.

Ministerial team begins Algeria trip

including efforts to reach expressed Guinea-Bissau’s role in coordinating  Process. is

political solutions to regional keenness on  bolstering international  efforts  to His Majesty bestowed the
Social Development Ministry: National platform
on people without family support to be launched

Amman The delegation is led by

Amman Children's Fund (UNICEF). A Jordanian ministerial Minister of Industry: Trade

Minister of Social Development —Noor Al-Huss?in Fqundatiom delegation  arrived in and Supply and Minister
Wafa Bani Mustafa announced FPrincess Taghrid Institute for Algeriaon Monday fortalks ©f Labor Yousef Shamali
Monday that her ministry. in Develgpment and Training: King  on cementing cooperation and comprises ministers
cooperation with partners, will Hussein Foundation/ Institute i economic and other ©f  agriculture. Khaled
launch a national platform on people ~ for Family Health: Jesuit Refugee fie]ds, Hanifat:  Energy and

Service: Jordan River Foundation:
International Medical Corps: Justice
Center for Legal Aid: SOS Children's
Villages and the Ministry of Digital
Economy and Entrepreneurship.

Mustafa pointed out that the
platform aims to draw up future
plans for those without family
support to improve their living
conditions: noting that the ministry
is the umbrella with the authority to
deal with this group in cooperation
with partners.

without family support.

The platform is to monitor and
follow up on data about each case
of lack of family support and find
the necessary interventions at every
stage of development of this segment
until their integration into society:
which will be devised and automated
through the Ministry of Digital
Economy and Entrepreneurship:
said the minister.

She was addressing a meeting
held at the ministry with the UN

Foreign ministry receives
credentials of Malaysia envoy

Abdul Rahman: as an accredited
and resident ambassador to the
Kingdom.

During the meeting: al-Hadid
wished the envoy success on his
mission to boost relations between
the two countries.

Amman
Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates for Diplomatic Affairs
Lina al-Hadid on Monday received
the credentials of the new envoy
of Malaysia Mohamad Nasri

7-truck aid convoy
heads to Syria

Jordanian-Syrian border centre
Jaber-Naseeb: according to the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates.

Ministry spokesman Sinan
Majali said Jordan continues
"to give a helping hand and

Amman

In implementation of royal
directives to help victims
of earthquakes in Syria and
Turkiye: the Jordan Hashemite
Charity Organization (JHCO)
Monday dispatched a seven-
truck convoy loaded with relief
supplies to affected areas in

assistance to the brothers
in Syria and Turkiye to deal

Syria. with the aftermath of the
The new aid will be delivered earthquakes and  provide
to quake-stricken areas in them with the necessary

northern Syria through the humanitarian needs".

The  delegation  will
follow up on His Majesty
King Abdullah's visit to
Algeria in December and
his talks with President
Abdelmadjid  Tebboune
and other senior Algerian
officials.

Mineral Resources: Saleh
Kharabsheh: Tourism and
Antiquities; Makram Qaisi
Health. Firas Hawari; and
Minister of Investment
Kholoud Saqqaf.

They were welcomed
upon arrival at Algiers

International Airport by
Algerian Industry Minister
Ahmed Zaghdar.

The discussion with
the Algerian side will
cover all issues to enhance
bilateral cooperation in
various fields¢ maximize
available opportunities
and implement the visions
and directives of the two
countries’ leaderships on
the need to further cement
cooperation and prospects
to achieve integration in

a number of sectors: said
Shamali.

He said the ministers
will hold a series of
meetings with the Algerian
Prime Minister and
members of his cabinet and
officials to carry out the
outcomes of the royal visit
and accelerate measures
to boost cooperation in

economic health tourismu
investment: energy:
agriculture and  other
fields.

KSA gains global renown with 54 successful
conjoined twins separation surgeries

Amman

(Petra/FANA)

The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is renowned for
setting the bar high for
international charity
and consistently ranking
among the top nations for

twins: the mostrecentbeing
Iraqi Siamese twins Ali and
Omar. Samah and Hiba
Sudanese twins. underwent
separation surgery in 1992,
along with the formation
of a specialized team for
such operations: according

charitable; humanitarian, to Dr. Al Rabeeah in an
and relief efforts. interview with the Saudi

The  separation  of FPress Agency (SPA)~
Siamese twins is one of He continued by saying
these areas; where the that after the surgery was

Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
has shown its international
renown and won praise
from other countries and
relevant organizations in
addition to the families of
the twins. Over the course
of 32 years: 54 sets of
Siamese twins have been

successfuli  Samah  and
Hiba lived in the Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia and earned
their master's degree.

As part of its
humanitarian  role. the
Kingdom has welcomed

Siamese twins of any race in
an effort to ease the suffering

successfully separated they and their families
thanks to the Saudi face. This is an aspect of
program for separating the Kingdom that has set
conjoined twins. and will continue to set an

These operations example for responding to

were first performed on
December 31: 1990: by the
King Salman Humanitarian

the pleas of twins' families
and easing their pain until
Saudi Arabia becomes a safe

Aid and Relief Centre haven for them. Conjoined
(KSrelief). under  the twins have no knpwn
direction of Dr. Abdullah scientific explanation.

bin Abdulaziz Al Rabeeah:
an Advisor to the Royal
Court and the KSrelief's
Supervisor General.

Since its inception: the
program has evaluated a
total of 127 Siamese twins
from 23 countries across

Contrary to popular belief:
conjoined twins only occur
in women who give birth
to identical twins from a
single egg and for genetic
reasons; and even then: it's
an extremely rare and tiny
percentage (less than one

three  continents and inathousand). o

performed 54 successful More cases of comomgd
surgeries  to  separate twins are  seen  In
Siamese and parasitic Populations with darker

skin tones. The incidence
of identical twins in Africa
is higher than in Europe;
in particular. the southern
regions of the continent
are more likely to see such
cases than the northern
regions. Pregnant women
should visit their doctors
regularly in the early stages
of their pregnancies to
monitor their health and
the health of their unborn
child. This is especially
important because the
detection of twins requires
a specific course of action;
in many cases twins can be
detected as early as 8 or 9
weeks of pregnancy:. which
is the critical time to assess
the effect on the mother's
health. Siamese  twins'
medical humanitariang
and social ramifications
have a negative effect on the
father and mother because
they become depressed
when they learn that their
children were born with
illnesses and  physical
defects. However: the Saudi
program for separating
Siamese twins has brought
optimism for a bright.
healthy future and restored
hope to these humanitarian
situations. It has also
lifted all burdens from the
shoulders of families of
conjoined Siamese twins.
Dr. Al-Rabeeah explains
that the Saudi program
for separating Siamese
twins evaluates each twin

individually: based on their
health condition: toidentify
the joint organs and their
condition: before selecting
the medical team that will
participate in the surgery.
For instance: adhesion to
the chest is determined by
the specialized team: where
the team specializing in
that field is chosen; thus:
each case is determined by
the locations of adhesion
in the twin organs. which
prompted the kingdom
to consolidate all these
specializations in  one
location. The program has
been able to successfully
separate 54 sets of Siamese
twins in this extremely
specialized area of
medicine: and the Kingdom
takes pride in having top-
notch national medical
expertise as well as cutting-
edge tools and equipment
that adhere to the most
recent scientific guidelines
in this specialized surgical
field.

It is clear that the
Siamese twins require a
variety of care following
their separation
operations: including
routine check-ups. This is
especially true given their
physical conditions: which
necessitate ongoing follow-
ups by the surgical team.
Twins who reside abroad
must communicate with
the skilled group in charge
of overseeing their surgery.
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