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JFDZ investments at JD2.2bin
to end of 2022-Data

Amman

Jordan Free and
Development Zones
Group (JEDZ)

investments are estimated
at a value of JD2.280
billion by the end of
2022 while volume of
its export-import trade
amounted to about JD4.5
billion.

According to  the

group's data obtained
by "Petra," JFDZ trade
movement show that

exports amounted to JD2
230 billion while imports
amounted to JD2: 260
billion.

A total of 3¢ 000 people
invest in JFDZ businesses
working in the trade
sectors. and industry and
services; employing about
29.000 workers: while its
total investment contracts
stand at 2.830: the figures
revealed.

Meanwhile revenues
generated as customs and
vehicle licensing fees in
2022 were estimated at
about JD400 million: data
indicated.

Based on axes of the
group’s strategy 2022-
2024 and its action
programs: a  number

of developments were
made in various levels:
in terms of improving
infrastructure services and
launching "vital" projects
in the free estates.

In this regard: a water
desalination plant was
established in Zarqa Free
Zone (ZFZ)c as well as
a rainwater drainage
channeli a solar energy
project for buildings:
development of a safe
retail system. In addition:
new 16 warehouses were
launched within Queen
AliaInternational Airport
(QAIA) free zone: 175

square meters each to
meet the increasing
investors' demand.

In terms of
information technology
aspectt a number of
e-services were launched
to help investors process

transactions remotely
with ~ "high quality
and  accuracy" and

measures were taken to
enhance security and
property safety system
at free zones: as work
in an advanced video
surveillance system was
launched: at a cost of
about JD850:000.

JBA, Sweden envoy talk
economic, investment ties

Amman

Thehead and membersof
the Jordanian Businessmen
Association (JBA) Saturday
discussed with Sweden's
Ambassador Alexandra
Rydmark prospects for
forging closer economic
trade and investment
relations  between  the
business communities in
both countries.

JBA President Hamdi
Tabbaa briefed the envoy
on efforts to promote key

noting the establishment
of a Jordanian-Swedish
business council on the
sidelines of the King of
Sweden's visit to Jordan in
November.

Tabbaa spoke of the
importance  of  work
programs to follow up on
the outcome of the royal
visit to raise the volume of
trade between the two sides:
which is still "modest". and
promote joint investments.

For her partc Rydmark

mutual visits in the middle
of the vyear. especially
the pharmaceutical and
medical care industries
and communications and
information  technology
sector.

She agreed that the
volume of bilateral trade
is still modest and needs
more work as Jordan does
not import directly from
Sweden: but  through
regional countries: noting
that the Swedish side
lacked information about

investment opportunities
in promising economic executive work programs: Jordan: urging networking
sectors in Jordan, Pparticularly  after  the between the
stressing its keen interest establishment of a joint communities.
promoting  Jordan’s business councili urging Marcus
foreign  relations, and the two sides to arrange Swedish

emphasized the need for

Commissioner for
Business:  referred to
the "successful" visit of
the Swedish Monarch:
pointing out that Jordanian
companies importing from
Sweden have remarkably
increased: which is a
"positive indicator".

The volume of trade
between the two countries
in 2021 was about $82.3
million of which $6.3
million in Jordanian
exports. mainly vegetables:
foodstuffs and chemicals:
while imports from Sweden
were at $76  million:
mostly  pharmaceuticals:
machinery and  wood
products.

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah has
received cables from senior officials
and officers on the occasion of
Al Israa wal Mirajc which falls on
Saturday: the 27th of Rajab: the

o | 10
King, Crown Prince receive cables
on occasion of Al Israa wal Miraj

seventh month of the Islamic lunar
calendar.

His Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin Abdullah
II received similar cables on the
occasion.

Foreign ministry condemns terror
attack in Pakistan’s Karachi

Amman

Ministry of Foreign Affairs and
Expatriates condemned the terror
attack that targeted a security
compound in the Pakistani city
of Karachi on Friday: resulting
in a number of casualties and
injuries. In a statement on

Saturday. the ministry affirmed
the Kingdom's solidarity with the
Pakistani governmentand people and
its rejection of all forms of violence
and terrorism. The ministry also
expressed sincere condolences and
sympathy to the victims' families:
wishingtheinjuredaspeedyrecovery.

2nd main bridge at al-Irsal
Intersection opens

Amman

The Ministry of Public Works
and Housing: in cooperation with
the Public Security Directorate: on
Saturday opened the second main
bridge at al-Irsal Intersection in
southern Amman. The completion
rate of the 476-meter bridge:
which connects al-Hurriya Street
to Airport Road and Naour( was
99 percent and more work will be
finalized for the official opening in
the near future: said the ministry.

The entire four-level intersection

includesa 650-meter concretebridge
for traffic coming from al-Quds
Street to Airport Road and the Dead
Sea in both directions: a 476-meter
concrete bridge for incoming traffic
from Al-Hurriyah Street to Airport
Road: a 130-meter: four-lane tunnel
in Both directionsi main roads
and concrete walls in addition to
rehabilitation of surrounding roads:
building sidewalks; a rainwater
drainage system and lighting and
safety works: according to highest
international standards: it said.

JD50 BANKNOTES ARRESTED

Amman
The Anti-Narcotics
Department (AND)

personnel arrested members
of a criminal network that
counterfeited a number of
the recently introduced JD50
banknotes: and attempted
to exchange them in
number of shops: the Public
Security Directorate (PSD)
spokesperson said Friday.
Police were tipped off on
unknown persons who deal
with fake JD50 banknotes
with a number of shops in the
Balqa governorate: Amman:

and the Rusaifa District:
the PSD  spokesperson
explained.

Headded thatinvestigative
teams in a number of AND
departments investigated the
case to track and arrest the
suspects.

The investigations and
information gathering led
the investigators to suspect
four people: all of whom were
arrested inside a vehicle in
Amman and an apartment
and they  seized 184
counterfeit banknotes worth
JD9:200 and an amount of
narcotic substances: the PSD
spokesperson noted.

During the interrogation:
the suspects admitted that
they had received these

counterfeit banknotes from
the main counterfeiter in the
Aqaba governorate and went
to Amman and the central
and Aqaba governorates to
promote that banknotes: as
they took advantage of the
limited exchange of the new
banknotes among traders
and their lack of knowledge
of it welli despite its poor
counterfeiting.

Police in the city of Aqaba
raided the location of the
main  counterfeiter and
arrested him. The police
seized inside the place a
number of  counterfeit
banknotes: printers; inks:
laptops: and equipment used
to counterfeit the banknotes.
the PSD  spokesperson
turther added

The PSD spokesperson
said that all the suspects
will be referred to the State
Security  Court's  Public
Prosecutor.

He wurged the public
to validate the banknotes
before receiving and
exchange them: especially
as they are easy to discover
due to the poor method of
counterfeiting.

He also called for directly
reporting any case of
banknotes suspicion via 911
emergency number
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Amman
Jordan's drug industry
sector occupies a "prominent

and pioneering” position
in the regioni and its
pharmaceutical ~ products

enter markets of 85 countries
across the world: according
to the Representative of the
Curative Industries and
Medical Supplies Sector at
Jordan Chamber of Industry
(JCL Fadi Atrash.

In the past decade
he said the sector made
"distinguished" results that
made it a milestone in the
national economy: especially

the pharmaceutical
industriesc which formed
a "true" success  story
worldwide.

In a statement "Petra” on
Saturday: he said the volume
of the sector's existing
production amounts to about
JD1.62 billion annually: and
its productivity constitutes
approximately 10% of the
total production of the
Kingdom's entire industrial
sector.

Meanwhile. he  noted
average growth rate of the
sector’s production during
the past decade reached 8.8%

annually.
Jordan's  pharmaceutical
industries and  medical

supplies account for 3% of the
gross domestic product. for
their added value production
operations amounting to
51% of the sector's total
production: or about JD828
million: which constitutes
12% of the total added value
of Jordan's industrial sector:
he said.
Atrash,

who is also

SN
//@/\}“\‘\\ o

ol
Jordan»s drug products exported to 85
nations worldwide-Stakeholder

Executive  Director and
board member of Amman
Pharmaceutical  Industries
(API) ( said the sector has
151 establishments; with a
registered capital of about
JD341 millionc while the
number of Jordanian factories
outside the Kingdom is 15
located in Saudi Arabia:
Algeria; Egypt: Morocco and
Sudan.

A "key" trait of the sector

of 10,000 workers: and 35%
of whom are female: he
noted.

Atrash said Economic
Modernization Vision
(EMV) makes Jordan's
medical  industries and

supplies sector a top priority
as a high-value business
and supporter of economic
growth.

EMYV also features multiple
initiatives and strategies to

and an increase number of
employees to 16,000 he said.

In this regard. Atrash
noted EMV also seeks to raise
the sector’s exports to reach
JD2.1 billion by 2033 by
adopting multiple priorities to
achieve this goal: by creating
"qualitative” pharmaceutical
industries and establishing a
center for drug research and
development.

According to Atrashi EMV

center for pharmaceutical
products by integrating
technologies: developing new
drugs: focusing on expansion
and entry into new markets:
and achieving drug security
for Jordan and the region.

As per Statistics of the

World Trade Center: the
Kingdom  has  multiple
export opportunities to

various countries across the
world in multiple industrial

LOCAL

Most of these export
opportunities are
concentrated in countries of
the North American region:
with a value of $174 million
and then Middle East
nations came second with
$85 million: he said.

United States is the
highest untapped market
for export opportunities
with a value of $164 million
then Saudi market with $52
million and China with $37
million: he noted.

Atrash estimated
value of Jordanian
export opportunities for
pharmaceutical ~ industries

within the African market to
exceed $100 million.

During 2022¢ he noted
exports of the medical
industries and  supplies
sector increased by 5.7%:
compared to 2021 to reach
JD692 million: accounting
for approximately 7.3% of
the total Jordanian industrial

exports.

In additioni he noted
exports of human
pharmaceutical  industries

hit JD599 million: while
veterinary medicines stood
at JD87 million and medical
supplies at JD14 million: or
2 percent of the sector’s total

exports.
Arab markets were the
"key" export destinations

for the sector during 2022
accounting for 86% of the
total exports: with a value
of JD602 million: while the

is its reliance on Jordanian

advance the sector: seeking

aims to attract investments to

manpower at various to make pharmaceutical the sector at approximately
administrative and technical industries (value added) JD1.1 billion within ten
levelsc who constitute more share of gross domestic years in a bid to upgrade the

than 98% of the total number

Brazil; 3 other Latin American nations
condemn Israeli settlement moves

Washington

Brazil: Argentina; Chile and
Mexico decried Israel's decision to
legalize nine settlement outposts
in the occupied West Bank:
which followed a series of attacks
in occupied East Jerusalem.

The Washington Post reported
that the Brazilian Foreign Ministry
issued a statement. which was
signed by the four countries

expressing its "deep concern” over
Israel's announcement on Sunday
that it would retroactively legalize
the outposts and greenlight the
construction of nearly 10.000 new
settler homes. "These unilateral
measures  constitute  serious
violations of international law
and the resolutions of the United
Nations Security Council" said
the statement.

JHCO sends new relief aid
to Quake- stricken Syria

Amman

The Jordan Hashemite
Charity Organization (JHCO)
Saturday sent a new seven-truck
convoy ofreliefaid to earthquake
victims in Syria: in coordination
with the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates and the
Jordan Armed Forces- Arab
Army.

"In implementation of royal
directives. the organization is
preparing two land convoys to
Syria in coming period: as well
as a relief plane to Turkiye:
according to the lists of needs
received from the two countries:
to be delivered to United Nations
organizations in Syria and
Turkish authorities"c the JHCO
said in a statement.

So farc more than 970 tons
of aid have been sent by Jordan
to areas hit by earthquakes in
Syria and Turkey through an air
and land bridge launched by the
Kingdom: said JHCO Secretary-

General Hussein Shiblic adding
that more land convoys will be
dispatched to Syria and relief
planes to Turkiye.

Shibli said his organization is
keen to give a helping hand and
providing assistance to those
affected by natural disasters:
adding that in-kind donations
are received within a certain
listc which changes pending
demand.

The aid includes family tents:
generators. supplies for children
and the elderly: infant formula:
parcels: foodstuffs. foldable beds:
heaters: blankets: mattresses and
pillows: flashlights. winter clothes
and footwear: mineral water:
medicines and medical supplies:
sleeping bags: sanitary parcels:
food containers. respirators first
aid and recovery bags and rubble
removal and rescue equipment.

The JHCO continues to
raise funds for victims in both
countries.

product atabout JD1.7 billion

industry to become a regional

sectors foremost are
therapeutic industries and
medical supplies: which were
estimated at more than $515
million for various nations.

United States was the top
non-Arab  partner:
imported drugs at a value
of about JD57 million: he
pointed out.

witch

Relatively sunny, cold weather forecast
almost countrywide to Tuesday-JMD

Amman Valley: the Dead Sea and On Monday: the weather
Temperatures  are Adgabac according to the will remain stable with
forecast to be slightly Jordan Meteorological southeasterly moderate
higher than their seasonal ~Department (JMD). winds.
average and the weather According to the JMD As for Tuesday:
will be sunny and relatively ~report. mercury will riseon  temperatures  will = drop:
cold in hilitops and and Sunday: however relatively while remaining slightly
plains. while it will be similar weather will prevail above  their  seasonal

countrywide.

pleasant in the Jordan

average and the weather

will be relatively cold in
hilltops and plains.

Temperatures in
Amman today will hit 17
degrees Celsius: dipping
to 4C at night. while the
port city of Aqaba will see
a fair 24C; sliding to 11C at
night.

UNESCO calls on countries to implement

mother Iangua-based education

New York T

UNESCO called on
countries to pursue a policy
of multilingual education.

on the International
Mother Language Day: the
UN organization advised
children to be taught in
their mother tongue during
the earliest years of their
schooling: which can be
combined with the official
language of instruction:
an approach known as
multilingual education.

UNESCO’s World
Inequality Database on
Education shows that

globally: children being
taught in a language they
speak at home are 30 per
cent more likely to read
with understanding by the
end of primary school than

those who do not speak the
language of instruction.
Evidence also shows that
learning in first language or
mother tongue education
improves children’s social

skills.
On Mother Language
Day. UNESCO also

reminds the world of the
importance of safeguarding
indigenous languages.

At least 40 per cent of the
more than 6,700 languages
spoken around the world
are threatened with
extinction in the long termx
due to a lack of speakers.
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