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Jordan, Belgium talk economic ties

Amman
The

(JBA) on
Ambassador
and

trade

in those efforts.

According to
statement:

the
Hamdi
highlighted
role in
promoting investment

a JBA
President of
association

Tabbaa
the JBA's

opportunities

available in the most
economic
sectors in the Kingdom
commitment
to enhancing Jordan’s
position abroad and

promising

and its

its foreign relations
at the international
level.

He also pointed to
investment opportunities
available in the tourismu
and financial
sectors: noting that the

energy

Jordanian
Businessmen Association
Tuesday
discussed with the Belgian
Serge
Dickschen strengthening
investment
relations between the two
countries; and the role of
the business community

port city of Agqaba: in

particularc has  many
investment opportunities
and logistical services to
create a link with the ports
of Belgium.

Dickschen: for his part:
expressed commitment to
cooperating with the JBA
to develop his country's
economic relations
with Jordan: search for
untapped opportunities:
and increase trade
exchanges and joint
investments in accordance
with the historical ties

that are "based on mutual
respect.”

Jordan: he explained:
has a prominent regional
position and has
competitive advantages
in terms of the investment
environment:  especially
stability and excellence
in entrepreneurship with
many success stories of
startups that branched out
globally.

He wunderscored the
importance of increasing
trade and investment
exchange: expanding and

diversifying
base: and activating the
role of
cooperation
networking between the
private sector institutions
in the two countries.

the export

businessmen:
and

According  to  the

association; the value of
trade exchange between
the two countries in 2021
amounted to approximately
$169 million:
$35 million were exports
to Jordan that included
clothing; aluminum: and
chemical products.

of which

Lower house speaker
receives Saudi delegation

Amman

Speaker of the Lower
House of Parliament
Ahmed Safadi on Tuesday
received the head and
members of the Saudi-
Jordanian Parliamentary
Friendship Committee at
the Saudi Shura Council.

Jordan Safadi
emphasized: stands by
Saudi Arabia and the Arab
Gulf states in their efforts
to defend their borders and
lands and ensure the safety
of their citizens. stressing
that Jordan's security is an
integral part of the Arab
Gulf states' security.

The  challenges the
Arab world faces «call
for  cooperation  that
strengthens pan-Arab

|

solidarity:
the significance of uniting
efforts in support of the

highlighting

fundamental causes of
the Arab people: with the
Palestinian cause at the
forefront. For his part

Chairman of the Saudi-
Jordanian  Parliamentary
Friendship Committee
Ibrahim al- Qannas said that
the two nations have a long
historyand strongbond that
their leaders are constantly

working to strengthen.
The Saudi delegation
praised Jordan's defense
of the Palestinian cause
under King Abdullah's
leadership and His
Majesty's custodianship of
the Muslim and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem.
The Saudi ambassador
to Amman: Nayef bin
Bandar al-Sudair. said that
Jordan plays a significant

role in supporting
the  Palestinian  cause
through the Hashemite

Custodianship of Islamic
and Christian holy places:
adding that "Jordan is our
most important ally in the
region and our entry point
to support our Palestinian
brothers".

2023 bl (15) sla¥!
(3008) auall

16

Jordan, Germany discuss
judicial cooperation

Amman

Minister of Justice Ahmad
Ziyadat on Tuesday welcomed a
German delegation led by State
Secretary in the Federal Ministry
of Justice Angelika Schlunck for a
discussion of judicial cooperation.

During their meeting: Ziyadat
stressed the strong relations
between the two countries' justice
ministries; noting a memorandum
of understanding (MoU) signed
last year to exchange expertise
and enhance legal and judicial

cooperation. The German official
said the MoU entails holding
meetings and workshops as well
as mutual visits. The two sides
tackled cooperation within the
framework of a project currently
being implemented to increase
the efficiency and effectiveness
of criminal procedures in Jordan
in line with the justice sector's
20222026- plan. The project also
emphasizes the importance of
employing technology to develop
the justice system.

Fayez meets Kuwaiti
ambassador over cooperation

Amman

President of the Senate Faisal
Fayez met Kuwaiti Ambassador Aziz
Al-Dihani on Tuesday to discuss
prospects of enhancing Jordanian-
Kuwaiti ties "to serve the interests
of the two countries and Arab and
Islamic issues".

Fayez commended the deep-
rooted and high-level relations
in  politicak economicc and

investment fields. Going over the
regional situation: the Senate head
underlined Jordan's commitment to
working towards achieving security
and stability in the Middle East:
noting His Majesty King Abdullah's
efforts to solve various issues in
the region. The ambassador said
Kuwait is keen on cementing
relations with Jordan in economic
and other fields.

Israeli army Kills teenage
Palestinian in occupied West Bank

Ramallah

Israeli troops fatally shot a young
Palestinian in the northern West
Bank early Tuesday: bringing to 48
the number of Palestinians killed
by the occupation army and Jewish
settlers since the start of the year:
according to the Palestinian Health
Ministry.

A large military force raided the

refugee camp of al-Fara'a; north of
the city of Nablus and laid siege to a
house: touching off a clash with local
youth during which soldiers used
live rounds: critically wounding
17-year-old Mahmoud Al Abidi in
the head: Palestinian sources said.

Abidi later succumbed to his
wounds at a local hospital: they
said.

Police bust
transnational drug ring

Amman
Police officers have arrested

the members of a transnational
drug smuggling ring after a three-
month investigation and stopped
them from smuggling 800,000
narcotic pills into a neighboring
country.

A Public Security Department
spokesman said in a statement on
Tuesday that anti-narcotics agents
have been investigating the local
ring. which has connections to a

larger regional smuggling network:
for the past three months.

The police were able to track
down the members of the ring
and the locations where they had
stashed the narcotics in Amman,
Mafraq¢ Zarqa. and the Russifeih
district the spokesman continued.

After simultaneous raids on
the ring's hideouts: five people
including four Arab nationals were
ultimately detained and the drugs
were seized.

FLOATING UNIVERSITY» DOCKS IN AQABA

Aqaba

SemesteratSea (SaS)(acruise-based study-
abroad program administered by the Institute
of Shipboard Education (ISE) in Fort Collins:
Colorado: arrived in Aqaba on Tuesday.

More than 623 male and female students
from various American universities and
colleges are traveling on the ship for the
duration of an entire semester in order to
pursue their research specializations in the
nations they are visiting.

In a press release. Peter Marji. director
of tourism for the Aqaba Special Economic
Zone Authority: said that the floating
university hosts students from 60 different
countries studying 75 different disciplines.

The studentsc he added: will have the
opportunity to conduct in-depth interviews
with locals and visit tourist sites: like Petra:
Rum: the Dead Sea; and Mount
Nebo: all of which will enrich their scientific

Wadi

research and studies.

In 1963. the University of the Seven Seas:
also referred to as the "Floating University."
set sail from the port of New York.

The ship was changed in 2015 and two
cruises: one in the spring and one in the falk
were now scheduled annually. While the
autumn trip concentrates more on Europe:
Africac South and Central America: the
spring trip typically explores Asia; Africa and

a few European ports.
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Moderate state of emergency
declared due to severe weather

Amman
The Ministry of Local
Administration Tuesday

declared a moderate state country. o
of emergency across the The MlnlStrY callgd
Kingdom starting Tuesday ©n oOperations rooms in It

afternoon until Thursday as
unstable weather conditions
are expected to affect the

WHO: Turkiye, Syria quake worst
natural disaster in Europe in a century

London
The World Health Organization

(WHO) said Tuesday that the
earthquake that so far left more than
37.000 people dead in Turkiye and
Syria is the worst natural disaster
in the WHO European region in a
century.

"We are still learning about its
magnitude its true costis notknown
yet. and recovering and healing will
take time and a phenomenal effort"
WHO Regional Director for Europe
Hans Kluge told a press conference.

Kluge said the health body
“initiated the largest deployment
of emergency medical teams" in
the 75-year history of the WHO
European region.

He pledged that the WHO "will
remain steadfast. alongside the
people of Turkiye and Syria; for as
long as it takes".

The WHO's European region
comprises 53 countries: including
Turkey. Syria is a member of
the WHO's neighboring Eastern
Mediterranean region.

Lower House debates state
budget bill for 2nd day

Amman

For the second day in a row: the
Lower House Tuesday debated
the draft state budget law for the
year 2023 during a session chaired
by Speaker Ahmad Safadi and
attended by Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh and cabinet ministers.

Sixteen lawmakers addressed
the chamber during a morning
session¢ bringing the total number
to 38, plus six parliamentary
blocs: in the marathon discussion.
They assailed the bill for the fiscal
deficit and high debt service: being
short on plans: programs and a
strategy to spur growth and ease
the burdens on citizensc who are

facing economic hardship: and the
policy of raising interest on loans.
They called on the government to
"realize the gravity of the current
stage" and economic and political
challenges posed to Jordan: support
the education: health: tourismu
agriculture. water and industrial
sectors and the infrastructure:
attract foreign capital and protect
local investments: as well as fight
corruption and curb misspending.
The lawmakers presented the
demands of their constituencies:
includingjob opportunities for youth
support of farms. infrastructure
projects and municipalities and
building schools and health facilities.

CSB launches job
competencies project

Amman
The Civil Service Bureau

(CSB) on Tuesday launched
the first stage of the Job
Competencies Project:
which aims to enhance the
competencies of employees in
several relevant fields.

During a workshop held to
introduce the German Agency
for International Cooperation
(GIZ)-funded project: the CSB
Acting President Mubarak
Khalayleh said competency
is a crucial component in
managing and improving the
selection of human resources
to ensure employees' ability to
carry out the job's tasks.

He added that the job
competencies guide in the
civil service was developed
in collaboration with the
European Commission and
accredited in 2016 and that
the CSB began integrating the
concept of job competencies
in 2011 by launching a
competencies matrix.

Additionally: job description
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cards that precisely outline
the qualifications needed for
appointment were created for
executive positions such as
director generals: he noted.

In 2021 and 2022 Khalayleh
continued: the CSB conducted
competency-based job exams
for openings in the health
and education sectors and a
website was launched to inform
people about the technical
and  professional  aspects
of the exam. Leader of the
Public Administration Reform
Jordan Project  Johannes
Uhl said the workshop aims
to collect quantitative and
qualitative data from human
resource  departments on
job competencies in need of
development.

The workshop was attended
by representatives of 12 civil
service departments as part of
sectors prioritized by the public
sector modernization roadmap:
water: transportation: socialc
finance:  and investment
environment.

municipalities
service councils in Amman
the governorates and districts
to be on alert to deal with
weather-related accidents.

asked municipalities

and joint

to ensure that machinery:

condition of ferries and main

emergency rooms

of the

equipment and emergency roads. Ministries of Public Works
response teams are ready and .The  Ministry urged and Interior. the Civil
to follow up on the situation municipalities to coordinate Defense Directorate; the
in valleys where flash floods with administrative Armed Forcesand the Greater
can form: as well as the governorsi operations and Amman Municipality.

Deal inked to launch
electronic drug leaflet system

Amman

Director General of
the Jordan Food and
Drug Administration
(JEFDA) Nizar Mbhaidat
and the Director General
of the Bio Signal Medical
Supplies Company Kamel
al-Saleh on Tuesday inked
an agreement to build
an electronic drug leaflet
system.

The agreement. Mhaidat
indicated: aims to enable

citizens and people with
disabilities to access drug

information directly
and easily by building
an integrated electronic

system to computerize the
data on the paper leaflets
for the JFDA-registered
medicines by using
QR CODE technology
and DATA MATRIX
technology.

He pointed out that the
system: which is the first

of its kind in the region.
includes the launch of
several services. such as
sending and receiving
electronic drug leaflets
and obtaining approval by
the JFDA: in addition to
a smartphone application
that works using electronic

intelligence  technology
and augmented reality
technologies (XML
Reader) to read and
browse electronic

drug leaflets by health
organizations: patients
and medical staff.

Other services that the
system provides include a
text-to-speech reader for
all the languages in the drug
leaflet to enable the visually
impaired: the elderly and
the illiterate to read them
and provide interactive
videos and images to help
understand the medical
content. he added.

About 450 children in Jordan
diagnosed with cancer every year

Amman

Official statistics and
medical professionals
estimate that between 400
and 450 children: both
Jordanians and foreigners:
are diagnosed with cancer
every year in Jordan.

On the occasion of
International ~ Childhood
Cancer Day: which is
observed annually on
February 15 around
the worlde Dr. Eyad
Sultan Chairman of the
Department of Pediatrics
at the King Hussein
Cancer Center: said in an
interview with the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) that
the causes of childhood
cancers are often unknown
and that genealogy studies
help determine risk factors
in only about 10 percent
of cases. Cancer incidence
rates for children under
15 are roughly 1015- per
100,000 globally: he said.

Leukemia; lymphoma
and brain tumors are
the most common types
of childhood cancer: he
said¢ adding that survival
rates for these diseases
are improving and are
currently estimated to be
between 80 and 90 percent
for some types of leukemia
and lymphoma.

Sultan elaborated by
saying that childhood
cancer symptoms are both
unique and shared with
other diseases: and that
anyone noticing a symptom
that lasts longer than two
weeks should see a doctor:
possibly more than once.

He stated that the
majority of a child's
symptoms: including
paleness: poor appetite:
inactivity. high  fever:
headache: bone and back
pain or the development of
somelumpsintheabdomen
and other parts of the body:
in addition to weight loss:
excessive  sweating: the
appearance of bruises: and
a skin rash. are brought on
by a lack of platelets.
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He emphasized the
importance of dispelling the
myth that cancer is always
a terminal illness: taking
into account the significant
scientific and technological
advancements that directly
increased cure rates locally
and globally. He cautioned
against turning to
alternative medicine. which
is still a reason for delaying
treatment in some cases.

According to  Dr.
Amjad Adnan Jumaian: a
consultant psychiatrist and
pediatric and adolescent
psychiatrist. there is a close
and strong relationship
between psychiatry and the
treatment of children with
cancer because the child
and the family are exposed
to anxiety: depression: and
isolation upon learning
that the child has cancer.

He  highlighted the
value of psychiatry and
behavioral therapy: noting
that research and studies
have shown that a strong
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psychological  immunity
correlates with a healthy
physical immune system
and aids in recovery in
many cases.

Jumaian said that due
to the difficulty children
have in communicating
their problems: suffering;
or trauma: play therapy
specifically through
drawing is  just as
important for children as
pharmaceutical treatment.
"As a method and entry
point into the child's
treatment; we frequently
turn to playing with kids to
spot their internal problems
that impede growth and
mental health", he added.

Ahmed  Masafa; the
Director of  General
Education and the Ministry
of  Education's media
spokesperson: has stated
that all students who have
been ill are welcomed back
into their schools. and
that students with medical
conditions are counted so

that they can be included
in school activities and
their parents can be kept
updated on their health

throughout the school
year.
He said that in the

event of an emergency:
school administrators and
teachers are prepared to
assist students with serious
illnesses  like  cancer:
diabetesc and  kidney
failure. Furthermore. he
said¢ schools coordinate
closely ~ with  nearby
medical facilities and civil
defense to ensure that these
students are cared for.

The International
Childhood Cancer
Day (ICCD) is a global
collaborative =~ campaign
to raise awareness and
promote an increased
appreciation and deeper
understanding  of  the
challenges  faced by
children and adolescents
with cancer: the survivors
and their families. The
ICCD spotlights the need
for more equitable access
to treatment and care for
all children with cancer:

everywhere.
Every year. more than
400.000 children and

adolescents below 20. are
diagnosed with cancer. The
rate of survival depends
on the region with 80
percent survival in most
High-Income  Countries
but as low as 20 percent
only in Low and Middle-
Income Countries. The
Target Goal of the WHO
Global Childhood Cancer
Initiative is to eliminate
all pain and suffering of
children fighting cancer
and achieve at least 60
percent survival for all
children diagnosed with
cancer around the world
by 2030.

This  represents  an
approximate doubling of
the current cure rate and
will save an additional one
million children’s lives over
the next decade.
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