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Azeri Embassy marks 30th
anniversary of relations with Jordan

Amman
Azerbaijan's embassy

in Amman Monday
celebrated the 30th
anniversary of diplomatic
relations with Jordan.

Ambassador Eldar
Salimov said during a
ceremony that Jordan
was among the first
countries to recognize
the independence of the
Republic of Azerbaijan in
1991. which was followed
by the establishment of
diplomatic relations in
1993.

He appreciated
Jordan's  support  of
Azerbaijani issues: noting
that relations have grown
in various fields over the
past three decades and
that his country "attached
special importance to
expanding  cooperation
across various sectors."

The envoy also referred
to the close relationship
between His Majesty King
Abdullah II and Azeri
President Ilham Aliyev:
adding that the mutual
visits by the leaders laid
the ground for cementing
tiesc noting that the

Azeri

embassy opened
in Amman in 2006 and
the Jordanian embassy in

Baku in 2007.
He said the joint
Jordanian- Azeri
higher committee was

established in April 2007
and its meetings provided

new opportunities for
enhanced cooperation
as 50 agreements

and memoranda  of
understanding were
signed in various fields.

Salimov  told  the
ceremony  that  the
volume of trade
exchange between the

two countries reached
$4.6 million last year
rising  26.2 percent
from the previous year:
indicating  that  the

figure does not reflect
the economic potentials
of the two countries but
efforts will be stepped up

in this domain.

The celebration

also featured a photo
exhibition at
embassy premises: which
documented the growth
of relations over the past
thirty years.

the

Jordan condemns Israeli governments
decisions to build new settlement units

Amman
Jordan on Monday
condemned the Israeli

government's decisions to
build additional settlement
units and to "legalize"
settlement outposts in the
occupied West Bank.

Spokesman  for  the
Ministry  of  Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates
Sinan Majali warned in
statement that such
Israeli measures could

lead to further escalation
and violence: urging the
international community
to take swift and decisive
action to put an end to such
practices which threaten
undermining all efforts
to bring about peace and

security.
Majali affirmed that
expanding settlement

construction and displacing
Palestinians from their
homes is a flagrant violation

of international law and
international  legitimacy
resolutions; foremost of
which is the UN Security
Council Resolution No.
2224. The ministry's official
spokesman stressed that
the unilateral breaches
carried out by Israeli as
the occupying power:
such as building and
expanding settlements:
confiscating lands and
displacing Palestinians:

are illegali rejected and
condemned practices
that represent a serious
violation of international
humanitarian  law. He
warned that such moves
undermine the foundations
of peace: efforts to resolve
the conflict and achieve a
just and comprehensive
peace: and the chances of
a two-state solution based
on international legitimacy
resolutions.

Amman

Thedeathtollfromthedevastating
earthquake that struck Turkiye and
Syria has surpassed 35.000 as hopes
of finding survivors are diminishing
a week after the disaster. which the
United Nations described as the
worst in the region in 100 years.

According to the Syrian Arab
News Agency (SANA). the death
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Turkiye-Syria quake: death
toll surpasses 35k

toll topped 5300 in the western
Asian country.

Turkiye's Anadolu Agency cited
the Minister of Health as saying

deaths reached 29.605 in the
country.
The UN’s emergency relief

coordinator, Martin Griffiths. has

warned that the final number may
double.

JHCO sends new aid
convoy to Gaza

Amman
The Jordan Hashemite Charity
Organization (JHCO):. in

cooperation with the Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army (JAF). on
Monday dispatched a humanitarian
aid convoy to the Gaza Strip.

A statement by the JHCO said
that the convoy comprises 7 trucks

carrying 5.440 food parcels: to be
delivered to the Jordanian military
field hospital in Gaza to distribute
this aid to eligible beneficiaries
in the coastal enclave. JHCO
Secretary-General: Hussein Shibli
said today's convoy to Gaza came as
part of the Qatar Charity's donations
to the coastal enclave.

RJAF SENDS 2 AIRCRAFT CARRYING
FAMILY-SIZED TENTS TO TURKEY

AMMAN

Following

in  Turkey

of UNHCR to the
earthquake-affected
areas. the Foreign

Ministry announced on

Saturday.

This batch is part of
10000 tents that will be
supplied via an air bridge

between
countries:
according to a ministry
statement. The ministry's
spokesperson: Sinan Al
Majalic stressed that the
Kingdom is continuing

assistance
affected by
the earthquake in both

established
the two

to provide
to those

countries.

Royal
directivestohelpthethose
injured and the families of
victims of the earthquake
that hit Syria and Turkey:
the Royal Jordanian Air
Force (RJAF) sent two
aircraft to Adana airport
carrying
480 family-sized tents
from the regional office
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Amman

The Lower House opened
adebate of the 2023 draft state
budget law during a morning
session Monday: which was
chaired by Speaker Ahmad
Safadi and attended by Prime
Minister Bisher Khasawneh
and cabinet members.

More than a dozen MPs
and parliamentary  blocs
took the floor to air their
views on the budget draft

FM: Jordanian girl dies in

2023 bldi (14) 5B
(3007) aualt

noting it came as the global
economy is in the grip of "an
unprecedented” recession in
decades with ramifications on
the national economy.

The lawmakers went over
the economic situation in
Jordan and the economic
hardship the citizens are
experiencing as well as
the need to create job
opportunities to alleviate
poverty and unemployment:

Turkiye earthquake

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates said Monday it
is following up on the condition

Lol
Lawmakers open debate of 2023 state budget bill

whose rates are "steadily
rising: threatening  their
future and undermining

social security."

They stressed support for
the Jordan Armed Forces-
Arab Army and security
services and raising their
salaries and the salaries of
civil servants and military and
civil retirees: better services
for their constituencies and
more financial allocations

to governorates to carry out
service projects: including
building schools: hospitals
and roads and sanitation.
The MPs also dwelt
on fighting financial and
administrative ~ corruption
and holding accountable
those proven to be involved
in graft cases; curbing abuse
of  officec reconsidering
appointments to  senior
positions and giving a bigger

oversight role to the Audit
Bureau.

Other lawmakers: who
addressed the chamber on
behalf of parliamentary blocs:
said this year's budget is no
different from previous years:
but carried an "additional”
deficit and rising debt service
as the public debt grew to over
JD40 billion: which is "a very
high ratio to GDP."

They  blasted  budget

of Jordanian citizens in Syria and
Turkiye after the earthquakes that
struck the two countries last week.
The Jordanian embassy in Ankara
confirmed the death of the Jordanian
girle who was residing in the city of
Antakya with her mother. and she
was buried there at the request of
her family: according to a ministry
statement. The Ministry renewed
its call for Jordanians in both Syria

LOCAL

figures. which "do notachieve
growth as they are based
on taxes'. urging tax cuts
and radical solutions "to the
economic crisis the country
is going through: and ease
the economic hardship the
citizens are living". They also
said the private sector is going
through a recession with
shrinking investments as a
result of "wrong" decisions
and policies.

Garment imports up 22pct in 2022

Amman Footwear imports compared to 964,000 garment imports would
Jordan's garment Picked up by 21.9 packages in  2021. have reached JD468
and Turkey to call for help on the jmports jumped by Percent in 2022 as well according to Customs million: providing some
numbers of the Jordanian Embassy 55 7 percent in 2022, topping JD55 millioni Department data. JD73 million in taxes.
in Damascus: (00963985425006)c  compared to 2021, with against JD45 million More than half of The increase in
(00963981501103). China taking the lion's in 2021¢ the figures Jordan's apparel and clothing imports does
(00963934780078): share. indicated. footwear imports were mnot reflect the reality
(00963954455455). Clothing imports China was Jordan's beingshippedinparcelsc and is not in line with
(00963988530797 )« the reached JD235 million top  destination for negatively affecting average  per  capita
Jordanian Embassy injn 2022, compared to footwear imports¢ traditional trade and expenditure: which
Ankara;: (00905353648518)c  JD192 million in 2021, taking over 61.3 percent traders paying high amounted to JD21 in
(00905384419586). according to statistics (some JD34 million) shipping costs: said the 2022 said Allan.
(00905417899641): by the Textile and of total imports: syndicate's President Thegarment: footwear
(00905012575198)  and the  Readymade Clothes followed by Turkiye: Sultan Allan. and textile sector: the
Operations Center Unit  gyndicate. JD6 million: non-Arab He stressed the largest commercial
(00962795497777): or e-mail (op. Forty-one percent, or Asian countries (except need to  reconsider industry in the country:
ctr@fm. gov.jo). JD97 million of textile Turkiye and China) JD9 regulations on imports groups about 11.000
importsc came  from million and European ofgoods by post parcelsc establishments across
China. followed by countries JD4 million. lift the customs duty on Jordan  with 63.000

FM urges Jordanians trying to leave
Ukraine via Romania to obtain a visa

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates Monday called on
Jordanians in Ukraine; who are
willing to leave the country and
return home across the Romanian
border: to obtain a visa from

Romanian consulates in Ukraine
before heading to land crossings.

The ministry urged Jordanian
citizens to contact the Kingdom's
embassy in Bucharest on the
hotline (0040723611711) for any
queries.

Amman, Jordan commerce chambers
donate $200K to Syrian earthquake victims

Amman
The Jordan Chamber of
Commerce and the Amman

Chamber of Commerce will each
donate $100.000 to support Syrians
affected by a powerful earthquake
that rocked northern Syria and
southern Turkiye about a week ago.
in coordination with the Jordan

Hashemite Charity Organization.

According to official
statements released on Sunday:
Khalil Hajj Tawfiq¢ chairman

of the two chambers. urged the
representatives of the commercial
and service sectors to provide cash
or in-kind donations to support the
humanitarian relief efforts.

[ndustrial production quantities
index up 2.69pct in 2022

Amman

The General Industrial
Production Quantities Index
increased by 2.69 percent
during 2022 reaching 92.27
points against 89.85 recorded in
2021.

The growth was mainly
attributed to a 2.35 percent
increase in quantities of
transformative industries:
a 3.94 percent in extractive
industries. and a 6.36 percent
in electricity: according to the

Department of Statistics' (DoS)
monthlyreportissued Monday.

The report indicated a
4.34 percent decrease in the
index during December 2022
retreating to 87.19 points
compared to 91.15 in December
2021. The monthly decrease
was due to transformative
industries going down by 3.10
percent. extractive industries
by 17.65 percent: and electricity
by 2.20 percent in the same
month.

Turkiye. JD54 million.

non-Arab Asian
countries (Turkiye
and China excluded)

JD57 million and Arab
countries JD17 million:
it said.

The number of
postal parcels entering
the Kingdom as per a
cabinet decision grew
in the past year by 24
percent. recording
1.196 million parcels:

garments and reduce the
sales tax on them to 8
percent.

Allan cited a study
that showed if postal
parcels were excluded
from the equation:

employees. the majority
of whom are Jordanians.
A total of 180 clothing
and footwear brands are
operating in the local
market according to the
statistics.

Finance Minister participates in 7th
Annual Arab Fiscal Forum in Dubai

Amman
Finance Minister:
Mohammad Al-TIssiss:

partook in the Seventh
Annual Arab Fiscal
Forum under the theme:
"Fiscal Sustainability
in the Arab World
beyond the COVID-19
Pandemic: Challenges and
Opportunities”s currently

held in UAE's Dubai.

Al-Ississ was invited to
deliver a speech on lessons
learned from the success of
the Jordanian experience
in managing financial
risks.

The Seventh Annual
Arab Fiscal Forum is being
organized and launched
on the sidelines of the

2023 edition of the World
Government Summit
(WGS2023). currently held
in Dubai.

The forum will
be attended by the
International =~ Monetary
Fund (IMF) Managing
Director: Kristalina
Georgieva: Arab finance

ministers and experts in

financial and economic
affairs.

On the sidelines of the
forum: Al-Ississ met with
Director  General and
Chairman of the Arab
Monetary Fund (AMEF),
Abdul Rahman bin
Abdullah Al Hamidy and
and a group of Arab finance

ministers.

Jordan Ambassador to Turkey visits Jordanian
Military Field Hospital in Kahramanmaras

Amman

Jordan Ambassador
to Turkey. Ismail Rifaic
on Sunday inspected the
Jordanian Military Field
Hospital / Turkey 1 in the
Turkish Kahramanmaras
province: which was sent

Israel shells several sites

Gaza
Israeli artillery and
warplanes early Monday
bombed a number of
Palestinian resistance posts
in the Gaza Strip: but no
casualties were reported:

upon royal directives on
Friday.

The ambassador briefed
by the commander of the
hospital  forcec Colonel
Mohammad Bani Hani; on
the hospital's equipment
and preparations to receive

according to Palestinian
sources.

The sources said that
the occupation jet fighters
fired a number of missiles
at a resistance post west of
Gaza.

medical cases and provide
health care. to treat the
injured and the families of
the earthquake victims.

The hospital includes an
integrated medical team
in addition to general
surgery clinics. orthopedics:

Meanwhile, Israeli forces
shelled an observation
point of the Palestinian
resistance north of Beit
Hanoun: and several other
points east of Al-Qarara
town: east of Khan Yunis:

arteriesc  blood vessels:
face and  jaws chest
nerves; cosmetic, children:

accident surgery: radiology
laboratory. pharmacy: two
operating rooms: ambulance:
emergency. and  various
medical and therapeutic aids.

in Gaza

in the southern part of the
coastal enclave.

Forits part theresistance
factions responded to such
attacks by shelling the
Israeli settlements near
Gaza border.

Hardline Jewish settlers storm Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem
Dozens of Jewish
extremist settlers early
Monday stormed the Al-
Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram
al-Sharif compound

in occupied East
Jerusalem.

A statement by
the General Islamic

Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that

the settlers carried out
today’s raids through
al-Magharebah Gate in

successive groups under
the heavy protection of
Israeli police.

"The settlers toured
the mosque’s yards and
provocatively  performed
Talmudic rituals amid a
state of anger inside the
compound:" it added.
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