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Hawari urges support of Arab
Board of Health Specializations

Amman

Minister of Health Firas
Hawari Saturday called for
supporting the Arab Board
of Health Specializations
(ABHS) to develop the health
sector in the Arab countries
and improve health services
for their people..

Jordanian peacekeepers

Hawaric who is ABHS
acting chair¢ was addressing
a symposium¢ part of the
board's forum held in the
Dead Sea to celebrate the 45th
anniversary of its founding
and new graduates.

The minister stressed the
importance of expanding

in Mali return home

Amman

The second batch of the Jordanian

contribution to UN efforts to
stability

maintain security and

specializations: accreditation
quality assurance: medical
education and training
measurement and evaluation
as well as continuous
professional development.
Haifa ~Abu  Ghazaleh
Assistant Secretary-General
and Head of the Social Affairs

Sector at the Arab League:
reaffirmed support for the
development of the work of
the ABHS: one of the key
achievements of the Council
of Arab Ministers of Health
since its establishment in
1978. She said she looked
forward to more cooperation

to bolster the health
sector in least developed
Arab  countries through

professionaldevelopmentand
capacity building of clinicians
and health workers.

Abu Ghazaleh urged Arab
governments to pursue the
improvement of primary

healthcare as a top priority:
and thanked Jordan for
hosting the ABHS in its
temporary headquarters in
Amman. The forum is held in
Jordan from 9 to 12 February:
under the patronage of His
Royal Highness Crown Prince
Al Hussein Bin Abdullah II.

Under Royal directives.. JAF
dispatches field hospital to Turkiye

rapid deployment force Mali 2
returned home early Saturday at
the end of its mission with the
United Nations Multidimensional
Integrated Stabilization Mission in
Mali (MINUSMA).

The peacekeepers were welcomed
at Queen Alia International Airport
by Director of the Royal Engineering
Corps Brig. Gen. Imad Khamaiseh.

The Jordanian UN contingent
in Mali is part of the Jordan
Armed Forces- Arab Army (JAF)'s

and provide humanitarian aid in
countries ravaged by wars: disasters
or crises under the United Nations
flag.

JAF has participated in the
peacekeeping effort in the African
nation since July 2018 providing
ground support at Gao Airport in
the north of the country.

The first batch of the ground
support unit Mali 2 returned home
in early January at the end of its
mission.

Intaj, Saudi «Glimpse into
Future> company signh MoU

Amman

Information and
Communications Technology
Association of Jordan (Intaj)
signed a memorandum of
understanding (MoU) with the
Saudi company: "Glimpse into
Future." to achieve cooperation in
studying investment opportunities
for Jordanian entrepreneurial
companies.

According to an Intaj statement
on Saturday: the memo was inked
on the sidelines of the "LEAP
Tech Conference 2023 which
was recently held in Saudi Arabia:
in the presence of the Jordanian
Minister of Digital Economy

and  Entrepreneurship. Ahmed
Hanandeh.

The MoU was signed by Intaj
CEO« Nidal Bitar: and the director
of the Saudi company: Manahi
Masoud.

Speakingatthe signing ceremony:
Bitar said the memo "significantly”
empowers Jordanian startups to
enter the Saudi market and find new
investment opportunities.

He pointed out that Intaj will
continue its efforts to support
Jordanian-Saudi IT sectors'
partnership.

For his partc Masoud stressed
the "pivotal" role of the Jordanian IT
sector in the region.

Maximum electricity load reached
4,090mw on Thursday: NEPCO

Amman

The National Electric Power
Company (NEPCO) said that
the maximum electricity load
on Thursday amounted to 4.090
megawatts (mw) and the load
during the daytime jumped to

3740 mw.

These figures are the highest
recorded in the Kingdom
compared to the maximum

electricity = load  recorded
Tuesday with 4060 mw:
according to NEPCO.

Amman

Under Royal directives:
Chairman oftheJoint Chiefs
of Staffi Maj. Gen. Yousef
Huneitic gave instructions
to prepare and dispatch an
integrated Jordanian field
hospital to Turkiye: to help
treat the injured as a result
of the violent earthquake
that struck areas in the
country's southern areas.

Huneiti met the hospital
staff upon their departure:
and conveyed the greetings
of His Majesty King
Abdullah the Supreme

Commander of the Jordan
Armed Forces-Arab Army
(JAF): urging them to be
the best ambassadors of
JAF and to work in the
spirit of one team in the
mission land( and not to
hesitate in providing service
to those in need.

"The  field  hospital
was equipped in record
time and under the
direct supervision of the
Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staffi as time in
such circumstances is an
important factor. and this

reflects the high readiness
of our armed forces to deal
with such circumstances
and developments.”
JAF Director of Military
Operations: Brigadier
General Hassan Shanatwah
said.

The  field  hospital
which was transported via
the Royal Jordanian Air
Force (RJAF) aircrafts
includes an integrated
medical team consisting
of 110 doctors. nurses and
administrators: in addition
to general surgery clinics:

orthopedics. arteries: blood
vessels faceand jaws: chest:
nerves. cosmetic, children:
accident surgery: radiology

laboratory: pharmacy:
two  operating rooms
ambulance;  emergency:

and various medical and
therapeutic aids.

JAF senior officers: the
Foreign Ministry Secretary
General;  the Turkish
ambassador and the
Turkish military attaché
in Amman bade farewell
to the aircrafts carrying the
field hospital.

Hopes fade as Turkey-Syria

quake toll at 17,500

ANTAKYA(
Turkey

Hopes were fading on
Thursday for rescuing
survivors of the earthquake
in Turkey and Syria
which has killed over
17.500 people in one of
the deadliest tremors in
decades.

Bitter cold hashampered
the four-day search of
thousands of flattened
buildings and the 72-hour
mark that experts consider
the most likely period to
save lives has passed.

Relatives ~ were  left
scouring body bags laid
out in a hospital car park
in  Turkey's southern
city of Antakya to search
for missing relatives; an
indication of the scale of the
tragedy.

"We found my aunt. but
not my uncle." said Rania
Zaboubic a Syrian refugee
who lost eight members
of her family. as other
survivors sought loved
ones' bodies among the
corpses.

The 7.8-magnitude
quake struck as people slept
early Monday in a region
where many people had
already suffered loss and
displacement due to Syria's
civil war.

An official at the Bab
Al Hawa border crossing
told AFP that an aid
convoy reached rebel-
held northwestern Syria
Thursday: the first since
the earthquake that has left
survivors sleeping outdoors
due to aftershock risks.

A decade of civil war
and Syrian-Russian aerial
bombardment had already
destroyed hospitals:
collapsed the economy and
prompted electricity. fuel
and water shortages.

Temperatures in the

Turkish city of Gaziantep

plunged to minus five
degrees  Celsius  early
Thursday: but thousands of
families spent the night in
cars and makeshift tents —
too scared or banned from
returning to their homes.

Parents walked the
streets of the city — close to
the epicentre of Monday’s
earthquake —  carrying
their children in blankets
because it was warmer than
sitting in a tent.

Some people have found
sanctuary with neighbours
or relatives. Some have left
the region. But many have
nowhere to go.

Gyms: mosques: schools
and some stores have
opened up at night. But
beds are still at a premium
and thousands spend the
nights in cars with engines
running to provide heat.

“When we sit down
it is painful and I fear for
anyone who is trapped
under the rubble in this.”
said Melek Halicic who
wrapped her two-year-old
daughter inablanketas they
watched rescuers working
into the night.

Turkish President Recep
Tayyip  Erdogan. after
mounting criticism online
over the initial disaster
response; visited one of

a—

- I--:.

the  hardest-hit  spots:
Kahramanmaras: and
acknowledged problems.

“Of course.  there
are  shortcomings. The
conditions are clear to see.
It’s not possible to be ready
for a disaster like this.” he
said on Wednesday.

Officials and medics
said 14,351 people had
died in Turkey and 3:162
in Syria from Monday’s
7.8-magnitude tremor:
bringing the confirmed
total to 17.513. Experts fear
the number will continue
to rise sharply.

“We are now racing
against the clock to save
lives together.” EU chief
Ursula von der Leyen said
on Twitter.

Despite the dimming
hopes for rescues:
thousands of local and

foreign searchers have not
given up in the hunt for
more survivors.

Two dozen children and
some of their parents from
northern Cyprus — 39
Turkish Cypriots in all —
were on a school trip to join
a volleyball tournament
when the quake hit their
hotel in southeast Turkey’s
Adiyaman.

Their home region’s
government has declared
a national mobilisation.

hiring a private plane so
they could join the search-
and-rescue effort for the

children.

Ilhami Bilgen: whose
brother Hasan was on the
volleyball ~ team: looked

at the frightening pile of
concrete slabs and heavy
bricks that used to be the
hotel.

“There’s a hollow over
there. The children may
have crawled into it”
Bilgen said. “We still
haven’t given up hope.”

Dozens of nations:
including China and the
United States have pledged
to help: and search teams as
well as relief supplies have
alreadyarrived. In Brussels:
the EU is planning a donor
conference in March to
mobilise international aid
for Syria and Turkey.

The European Union
said the conference would
be held in coordination
with Turkish authorities
“to mobilise funds from the
international community
in support for the people”
of both countries.

The bloc was swift to
dispatch rescue teams to
Turkey after the massive
7.8-magnitude earthquake
struck the country on
Monday close to the border
with Syria.
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Foreign Ministry following up,
contacting with Jordanians in Turkey

Amman

The Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriate
Affairsc through  the
Ministry's Operations
Center Unit and the
Jordanian Embassy in
Ankara, is following up
on situation of Jordanian
citizens  residing  in
Turkey: as a result of the
recent earthquakes.

In a statement:
the ministry's official
spokesperson: Sinan
Majalic said the unit
contacted a Jordanian
citizen residing in the
Kingdom: who said he
received a call from his
ex-wife. who is currently
residing in the Turkish
city of Antakya: informing

him that the building in
which she was staying
alongside their daughter
had collapsed as a result
of the earthquake and that
their daughter is still under

rubble.
The consular team
in Antakya has been

contacted to follow up
on the situation with
the competent Turkish
authorities; Majali said.

Majali also noted efforts
of the consular team
operating in Antakya are
still continuing to follow
up search efforts for the
two missing Jordanian
citizens: in coordination
with the Turkish
authorities; rescue teams
and hospitals.

Majali said Jordanian
embassy in Ankara has
secured evacuation of
three Jordanian families:
in addition to seven
Jordanian students from
the affected areas to
the city of Ankara: and
secured housing for them
in the accommodation
centers approved by the
municipality of Ankara.

In additioni he said
evacuation of five other
people has been secured
from the city of Gaziantep
to Ankara and then to
the Kingdom. Travel
documents were also
secured for a number
of people wishing to
leave Turkey and help
them  secure  airline

reservationsc he  said
adding that the cultural
attaché at the embassy in
Ankara contacted students
enrolled at universities in
the earthquake-affected
areas to check on their
conditions. Majali called
on Jordanian citizens
residing in Turkey to call
for help round the clock
on the following hotline
numbers of the Jordanian

embassy in  Ankara:
(00905353648518).
(00905384419586¢
(00905417899641).
(00905012575198).

or through the
operations center unit at
(00962795497777). or

e-mail (op.ctr@fm.gov.
jo)-

Agriculture Ministry launches vaccination
campaign to contain foot and mouth disease

Amman

The first phase of the
action plan for controlling
the spread of foot and
mouthdiseasewaslaunched
Friday in the vicinity of the
outbreak hotspot within
the areas of Al-Dhulail
northeast of Amman: and

Al-Khalidiya: northern
Jordan.
The vaccination

campaignbeganintheareas
surrounding the hotspot
and the most vulnerable
to infectionc which were
identified according to the
plan to deal with the spread
of foot and mouth disease.
The plan also includes
surrounding areas far from
the hotspots and then the
areas closest to the center of
the hotspots.

Minister of Agriculture:
Khalid Hneifat; told the

(Petra) that the his
ministry took into account
the biosecurity measures
during the vaccination
process. through the use
of special clothing in
each farm and the use of
disinfectants before and
after entering the farms
that were vaccinated and
included all participants:
vehicles and equipment:

in addition to avoid
duplicating teams and
assigning a team for each
farm.

Hneifat added that this
vaccination is the first stage
of the process of containing
the  disease; indicating
that the second stage will
include the animals closest
to the epicenter of the
disease. and these measures

are aligned with locking
down the affected area and
the permanent sterilization
tracks for vehicles entering

and leaving the main
roads.
He noted that the

Ministry of Agriculture
is scheduled to receive
experts in epidemiology
from the reference
laboratory in Italy to
verify and follow up on
the ministry's measures in
containing the disease.

All measures: Hneifat
emphasized. were carried
out under the supervision
of an expert from the
World Organization for
Animal Health (WOAH)
and in cooperation with the
private sector.

The second batch of the
special vaccines is expected
to arrive early next week:
Hneifat concluded.

Dams stor
115mcm so

Local

age increased to
far-Water ministry

Amman said the Kingdom's dams storage

The Ministry of Water rose to 115 million cubic meters
and Irrigation/Jordan  Valley (mcm)c or 41% of their total
Authority (JVA) on Saturday capacity.

Robber of money exchange shop
in Irbid detained for 14 days

Irbid
The Irbid Public Pros

charged a suspect who robbed a

money exchange shop in
on Thursday: with a felony

aggravated robbery: according to
Article 401 of the Penal Code.

The Public Prosecutor d

to detain the suspect for 14 days:
subject to renewal: noting that
the aforementioned felony carries

a minimum penalty of five

imprisonment.

Police arrested the suspect in
record time and found part of
the amount of the stolen money:
amounting to JDI11.000¢ in his
possession. A video clip. which
has gone viral Thursday: showed
the suspect jumping behind the
counter¢ brandishing a sharp tool
threatening employees in the shop:
stealing the money and fleeing the
scene.

ecutor
Irbid

of an

ecided

years'

IRAQ CONSTITUTES PROMISING MARKET
FOR JORDANIAN ICT COMPANIES: J@@

Jordan  News  Agency
Baghdad
Representative
the Information

Chamber

drive towards
transformation.

"Iraqi is a key market for
Jordanian ICT companies:
especially with the Iraqi
government's drive towards
transformation:
as it has great expertise
that qualifies it for this
Rawajbeh
said Fiday in a statment on

digital

transformation:"

and
communications technology
(ICT) sector at the Jordan
of Commerce
(JCC). Haitham Rawajbeh:
said there are promising
opportunities for Jordanian
companies to leverage in
Iraq in light of the country's
digital

of

the sidelines of the Jordanian

economic delegation's  joint cooperation: especially the Jordanian companies countries. He indicated that institutions to participate in supportive of many countries
current visit to Baghdad. in  electronic  signature: capabilities and extensive theJCC will work to organize it. in the region by providing

He pointed out that cyber security and artificial expertise in the ICT a conference and exhibition Rawajbeh added that solutions to their various
the Jordanian companies intelligence: and building sector: and their role in inIraqspecialized in the ICT Jordanian companies economic and service sectors

operating in the ICT sector
held bilateral meetings with
their Iraqi counterparts. to

discuss opportunities

Iraq¢  according

for

digital capabilities for Iraqi
government personnel.

Rawajbeh: is fully aware of

to countries in the

providing solutions in digital
transformation for

especially the Arab Gulf

many
region:

to inviting

sector. in which companies
interested in the Iraqi market
will participate: in addition
government

growth and have

operating in the ICT sector
have come a long way in
terms of development and

and today: they export many
of their services in software
field to many Arab and

become foreign countries.
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