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Local

i
King briefed on government programme to implement
economic vision in water, environment sectors

Severe weather forces

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah
on Tuesday was briefed on the
government’s  programme
to implement the Economic
Modernisation Vision in
the water. irrigation. and
environment sectors.

At a meeting held at
Al Husseiniya Palace and
attended by His Royal
Highness Crown Prince
Al Hussein bin Abdullah
II: King Abdullah stressed
the importance of focusing
on strategic projects:
such as the national water
conveyor to counter water

1j

and environment challenges
related to climate change.

His Majesty urged
enhancing the efficiency
of administering  water

resources and reducing the
loss of water: while effectively
countering violations against
the water network.

The King also called
for expediting recycling
projects and combating

littering: especially at tourist
attractions  noting the
importance of cooperation
among ministries whose
portfolios intersect to ensure
synergy in performance.

Prime Minister
Bisher Khasawneh
gave a briefing on the
priorities of the water and

environment ministries
within the economic
vision: highlighting the

overall framework of the
government’s programme
to implement the vision
and follow up on progress.

Water Minister
Mohammad  Najjar  said
the ministry’s priorities for
the coming few months
include implementing the
national water conveyor:
removing violations against
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the water network: reducing
water loss by 2 per cent
annually: and updating water
infrastructure.

Environment Minister
Muawieh Radaideh said
the ministry will work to
improve Jordan’s ranking
on environmental indices:
support green projects at
industrial ~ establishments:
focus on recycling and
administering waste
disposali enhance  green
infrastructure: continue
Juthoor afforestation project:
and improve water efficiency
in the agricultural sector.

Minister urges increasing womens

schools to close Wednesday

Amman
Minister of Education Azmi
Mahafzah Tuesday announced
that schools across Jordan will be
closed Wednesday for the second
straight day as severe weather
conditions continue to sweep the

Kingdom.

A number of universities were
also closed on Tuesday as forecasters
said a low pressure system: which
brought heavy rainfall and snowfall
in many regions: will deepen in the
coming hours.

Jordanian aid plane to
Turkiye, Syria jets off

Amman

Under royal directives to aid
those injured and the families of
the victims of the earthquake that
hit Turkiye and Syria: the first of
several aid planes took off Tuesday
evening: loaded with rescue
equipment: tents. logistical and
medical materials; in addition to
a highly trained Jordanian rescue
team that includes 99 people from
the Jordanian International Search
and Rescue Team: and five doctors
from the Jordanian Royal Medical
Services.

According to a statement released

Tuesday by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates: the Jordan
Hashemite Charity Organization
(JHCO) on Monday evening
reached out to the concerned
authorities in Syria and Turkiye:
and began making the necessary
preparations to send basic aid to the
areas affected by the earthquake to
take part in the rescue operations.

The JHCO is the only entity in
the Kingdom responsible for raising
and delivering aid: the statement
underscored: and any cash or in-
kind donations will be delivered
through the organization.

Sweidan: 400 aftershocks

after Turkey.

Amman
Some 400
have been

since  earthquakes
southeastern  Turkey
northwestern  Syria  early
Monday:  said Ghassan
Sweidan: head of the Jordan

Seismological Observatory.
All  aftershocks had a
magnitude of over 3 on the
Richter scale: he said: pointing
out that several tremors were
recorded in the Anatolian
Fault zones and were centered

aftershocks
recorded
struck
and

Syria quakes

on the Syrian-Turkish border:
as well as 80 45- strong
aftershocks in northern and
central Turkey. which were
recorded by Jordanian seismic
monitors.

About 140  aftershocks
struck after the first 7.6
magnitude earthquake that
occurred at 4:17 am Jordan
time: wuntil the second
7.5-strong  quake  struck
at 1:24 pm Jordan time:
which was followed by 260
aftershocks. Sweidan added.

participation in decision-making

Amman

Minister of Social
Development Wafaa
Bani Mustafa called for
increasing women's
participation in political
decision-making:  saying
it would guarantee
sustainable development:

democracy: and achieving
national interests.

The minister. speaking
at the third annual FemParl
MENA conference on
Tuesday. emphasized the
importance of the event as
a platform for participants
to network with their
regional and international
peers and share experiences
and best practices in the
field of women's political
economicc and  social
empowerment.

The Canadian Embassy
in Jordan organized the
conference: which brought

together lawmakers and
officials from  Jordan
Algeriac  Egypte  Iraq

Kuwait. Lebanon: Libya:
Morocco« Oman, Palestine:
Tunisiac and the United
Arab Emirates.

Bani Mustafa addressed
women's empowerment
in Jordan: noting that
the Kingdom has made
significant  strides on
multiple fronts to ensure
that women in Jordan are
able to fully participate
in public life. She went
on to say that in 2022
constitutional changes
were made to the election
and party laws in Jordan
to implement a royal

vision for a more inclusive
political system that would
give women and young
people a greater voice in

politics.

In 2019 Jordan
formed a national team
of 17 experts on the

issue of ending violence
against women in public
settings. In  addition
to the publication of a
guide on violence against
women in public life
which details preventative
measures on the nationals
parliamentary.  political
party. civil society. medias
and social networking
site levels. a hot line was
also established for the
filing of complaints on
violence against women
in the public life. The

Cybercrime Law No. 27
was issued in 2015 to
address crimes committed
in cyberspace. and the
Anti-Cybercrime Unit
was established in 2008
by the Public Security
Department. the minister
said. She noted that while
the technological revolution
has had many positive
effects on people's lives: it
has also had some negative
ones: and that people may
be more vulnerable to
exploitation and privacy
invasions in the online
sphere. The minister urged
women in public office and
decision-making positions
to address cyber violence by
blocking abusive followers
and moderating online
comments.

Jordans industry has «great» opportunities
in Canadian market, says JEA president

Amman
Jordan’s industrial
products  have ‘"great"

opportunities to enter the
Canadian market; thanks
to their high quality and a
free trade agreement (FTA)
signed between the two
countriesc the President
of the Jordan Exporters
Association (JEA)¢ Ahmad
Khudari: said in a statement
on Tuesday.

During a two-
day training course
organized by the JEA.

in  cooperation  with
the Canadian Trade
Facilitation Office (TFO)«
Khudari highlighted
the significance
of optimizing the
various and promising
opportunities provided
by the Jordan-Canada
FTA: which entered into
force in 2012¢ to increase
the Kingdom’s exports.
He emphasized that the
association is constantly
keen to hold training
workshops and specialized

seminars for Jordanian
companies with the aim
of increasing the benefit
from the FT As between the
Kingdom and many other
countries.

Khudari also appreciated
the TFO’s role in
implementing programs: in
collaboration with the JEA.
to help Jordanian firms and
businesswomen reach new
markets; mainly Canadian.

In turn¢ JEA Director
General Halim Abu Rahma
indicated that the training

workshop was attended
by representatives of 41
industrial companies in the
field of food processing and
cosmetics: stressing that the
association will continue
organizing activities and
participating in various
exhibitions.

National exports to
Canada soared 54 percent
in January-November
2022,  reaching JD71
million: compared to JD46
million in the same period
of 2021.

Joint Jordan-lraq committee
convenes in Baghdad Wednesday

Amman
The joint Jordanian-

Iraqi Higher Committee
on Wednesday opens a
two-day session in Baghdad
to  discuss  cementing
cooperation in economic
and other fields.

Minister of Industry:
Trade and Supply and
Minister of Labor Yousef
Shamali told Petra in an
interview that a host of

issues are on the agenda:
top of which are intra-
trade and removing
barriers to trade flow as
well as stimulating the
private sector to benefit
from opportunities
available in either
country.

Shamalic  who will
head the Jordanian side
to the meetings: said
that investment projects

will be launched: given
the "unprecedented"”
advantages and incentives
offered by the investment
environment legislation.
pointing to the many areas

available for business in
Iraq.
He added that the

meetings will follow up
on the progress of a joint
economic city  project:
trilateral Jordanian-Iraqi-

Egyptian ventures: as well
as cooperation in energy:
transport. customs: health:
food: trade: industry and
other fields.

A Jordanian-Iraqi
business forum will also be
held on the sidelines of the
meetings to tackle future
areas of cooperation at the
level of businessmen and
the private sector in both
countries: he said.
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King, Crown Prince visit King Hussein’s

tomb on 24th anniversary of his passing

Amman
His Majesty King
Abdullah: accompanied

by His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Al Hussein

bin Abdullah II. visited
the tomb of His Majesty
the late King Hussein
on Tuesday: on the
24th anniversary of his

X : IJ}i_i;"J g

wtp

passing.

King Abdullah and
Crown Prince Al Hussein
laid a wreath at the tomb
and recited verses from

"I
-

e

the Holy Quran.

Several Royal family
members: and  senior
officials and officers also
visited the tomb.

CBJ governor says dinar-to-dollar peg
«best» policy for national economy

Amman

Governor of the Central
Bank of Jordan (CBJ)
Adel Sharkas has said
that a fixed dinar/dollar
exchange rate. in place
since 1995 is the best and
most appropriate policy for
the Jordanian economy:
and is a cornerstone for
macroeconomic  stability
and sound monetary and
banking management.

Sharkas also emphasized
the importance of the
current exchange rate
policy in boosting the
competitiveness of national
exports and fostering
an investment- friendly
climate. The CB] governor
made the remarks during a
meeting with the members

well as representatives of
the Jordanian Businessmen
Association.

Sharkas explained that
the recent decisions by the
Central Bank to increase
the benchmark interest
rate on monetary policy
instruments were made
to keep inflation under
control and to maintain
the allure of the dinar
as a competitive saving
vehicle: thereby cementing
the country's monetary
stability. He noted that
current global forecasts
consistently predict interest
rates will fall in 2024.

The governor of the
Central Bank also stated
that changes in interest
rates should not be reflected

months: depending on the
pricing cycle specified in
the contract between the
borrower and the lender.
Here. he mentioned
that the central bank had
increased the benchmark
interest rate by 450 basis
points since March 2022
while lending rates at banks
had increased by no more
than 119 basis points.
Sharkas emphasized
the Central Bank's
"comfortable” foreign
reserve balance of JD17.2
billion. which is enough
to pay for the Kingdom's

imports of goods and
services for about 7.5
months. Following the

interest rate hike: the CBJ
governor added: dinar-

of the Jordan and Amman
commerce

chambers as

immediately on loans: but
should take three to six

denominated

with local banks grew by 7

percent to a total of JD42.1
billion while credit facilities
picked up by 8.5 percent to
JD32.6 billion.

Khalil Haj  Tawfiq:
president of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce:
asserted that the rise in
interest rates increased
the cost of borrowing
for citizens and business
owners. and he wurged
the Central Bank to ask
commercial  banks to
delay loan payments for

individual and business
borrowers before
Ramadan. Haj Tawfiq

urged the CBJ to maintain
its funding for programs
that assist importers of
essential goods and to
maintain its commitment
to small and medium-sized
businesses.

Local

Panel session tackles
ecotourism in Jordan

Amman

A dialogue session on ecotourism
in the Kingdom discussed its
importance for the local economy
and highlighted the top priorities to
develop it on a local level.

The Migratory Soaring Birds
projectt funded by the Global
Environment Facility (GEF)
and implemented through the
United Nations Development
Program's BirdLife International.
in cooperation with the Ministry
of Tourism and Antiquities:
organized the panel discussion
under the title "Ecotourism in
Jordan."

Accordingto aministry statement
on Tuesday: participants discussed
the importance of ecotourism:
which provides additional income
to contribute to protecting natural
and environmentally important
areas, preserving biodiversity in
the region: creating jobs for local
residents with  nature-inspired
projects: helping people understand
the value of natural heritage. and
changing their perceptions towards
preserving nature.

The discussion also touched on
the needs and priorities for the
development of ecotourism in
Jordan: the mostimportant of which
is not disturbing the environmental
balance through human action
and avoiding the pollution or
destruction of the ecosystem: in
addition to the importance of
focusing on responsible investment
and cooperation between local
authorities to  preserve the
environment and reduce negative
effects of tourism.

Jordan: the participants noted:
has natural richness and diversity of
living: plant and animal organisms
and has taken serious steps to
protect its natural environment
by establishing models for natural
reserves of the biosphere and
establishinginter-tourism asamajor
development cluster for integrating
economic and social development
within environmental protection:
pointing out that there are ten
nature reserves in Jordan that
provide tourists with an exceptional
experience to enjoy nature and help
local communities.

Dust storm reduces visibility to
zero on desert road, says PSD

Amman

The Public Security Directorate
(PSD) said Tuesday that the desert
highway from Al- Abyad to Al-Hasa
Bridge was sealed due to heavy dust
that reduced visibility to zero as a
weather system expected to deepen
in the next hours.

It called on motorists to take extra
precautions and follow weather
forecasts as the low pressure system
that brought heavy downpours and
snow across the Kingdom is forecast
to strengthen amid warnings of fog

and low horizontal visibility: sliding
roads and flash floods.

The PSD also urged the public to
steer clear from valleys and advised
those living in low-lying areas: tents
ore mobile homes to move to higher
grounds due to flash floods and
torrents.

It also urged the public to
closely cooperate with public
security personnel on roads: follow
instructions issued by the PSD and
other concerned authorities and call
emergency rooms when needed.

JORDANIAN-IRAQI BUSINESS FORUM TO
KICK OFF WEDNESDAY IN BAGHDAD

Amman
The  Jordanian-Iraqi
Business Forum will kick
off Wednesday in the Iraqi
capitale Baghdad: with the
participation of business
owners and investors from

both countries.

The three-day forum
which will be held under
the slogan "Partnership for
the Future." is organized
by the Jordan Chambers of
Commerce and Industry and
the Jordanian Businessmen
Association.

The Jordanian delegation
participating in the forum
includes representatives
of companies operating in

various economic sectors:
including foodstufts.
communications:

information technology:
medicines: clothing
financial and  banking
services: insurance:
construction:  contracting;
real estate development:

tourism: agriculture,; mining
and plastic industries.

In light of the current
global economic situation:
the forum provides an
opportunity for the private
sectors of Jordan and Iraq
to work together to take
advantage of and make the
most of the opportunities
presented: thereby
advancing the strategic goals
and common interests of the
two countries.

The forum will be held
concurrently with the joint
Jordanian-Iraqi committee
meetings and will feature
bilateral meetings between
Jordanian and Iraqi
businesses as well as an
overview of investment
opportunities in the
Kingdom.

The delegation is one
of the biggest economic
delegations to visit Baghdad:
which reflects Jordan's desire
to forge close economic
ties with Iraq and support
initiatives launched by His
Majesty King Abdullah II
and and the Iraqi leadership.
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