Arab media
leaders forum
kicks off in
Amman

Rainfall raises
precipitation to
56pct of annual
average

Radical
settlers break
into Al-Aqgsa
Mosque
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NEIDC reviews tasks of health
emergency respons teams

Amman
The National
Epidemiology and
Infectious Diseases

Centre (NEIDC) recently
discussed status of rapid
response teams in various
national institutions and
development of their
work.

According to a NEIDC
statement  issued on
Sunday: its head: Raeda
Qutob. said the meeting
aims to provide a "clear"
understanding of the
rapid response teams and
their role in protecting
society from health risks.

The meeting;

which  was attended

by representatives of
agriculture: environment:
and water ministries:
in addition to Royal
Medical Services (RMS):
comes within NEIDC's
action plan in developing
national response teams
for health emergencies:
the statement said.

The statement added
that  discussions also
went over the necessary
steps to identify staff
of the national rapid
response teams in various
institutions and launch
operationsina "timely and
effective” manner based
on scientific evidence.

The participants

discussed the necessary
steps to  build a
comprehensive database
of rapid response
teams at the national
levele primarily human
resources: logistical
capabilities and main
criteria to develop health
emergency response
teams at the national
level.

The center: in
cooperation with
Ministry of Health and
all concerned authorities:
developed an  action
plan to deal with the
rapid response teams:
build and improve their
capabilities and efficiency:

its statement announced.

This effort primarily
focuses on  updating
guidelines: strategies:
policies and the teams'
standard operating

procedures: building their
capabilities and aligning
their work mechanisms
with the latest scientific
developmentsc ~ NEIDC
said.

In addition: the center
called on all concerned
authorities to cooperate

and coordinate their
efforts to achieve
the common goal of

protecting public health
and  ensuring  rapid
response teams' efficiency.

PM directs public departments to adhere to
Article (43) of Investment Environment Law

Amman

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh on Sunday
circulated to all ministries:
government departments:
institutionsc and  public
bodies to fully adhere to
the provisions of Article
(43) of the Investment
Environment Law No. (21)
of 2022 which regulates the
registration and licensing of
economic activities.

Article (43) of the law
stipulatesthefollowing: "The
official entities that grant
licenses shall observe the
provisions of this Chapter
in connection with all
requirements, conditions:
and procedures related to
the granting of licenses
and harmonizing their
legislations in a manner to
comply with the provisions
of the said chapter within a
period of six months from
the effective date of the
provisions of this Law".

In the circularc the
Prime Minister stressed the
need to take into account
the provisions of the
chapter of the Investment
Environment Law
regarding the registration
and licensing of economic
activities in all matters:
including the requirements:
conditions. and procedures
of  granting  licenses.
“The  relevant  official
entities shall complete the
transactions related to the
Comprehensive Investment
Service within a period not
exceeding (15) workingdays
from the date of receiving
the application that meets
the requirements. In the
event that the official entity
is late in providing its
response before the end of
the said period: this shall
be considered an automatic
approval to complete the
transaction.” the circular

added.

Amman

Director of the Industrial
Support and Development Fund
at the Ministry of Industry:
Tradec. and  Supplyc Rami
Hammad: announced that JD30
million has been earmarked per
year as a budget for the fund
to support all manufacturing
industrial sectors across the
Kingdom.

During a training workshop at
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JD30 min allocated for Industrial Support
and Development Funds budget

the Amman Chamber of Industry
on Sunday. Hammad said that
the fund constitutes 4 support
programs: noting that the ministry
launched an e- platform at the end of
last November to serve those wishing
to benefit from the fund.

The deadline for applying to the
fund's programs is the 28th of this
month. he indicated: pointing out
that the provided support will be
non-refundable grants.

Radical settlers break
into Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem
Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Sunday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.

A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers
carried out today’s raids through al-
Magharebah Gate in groups under

the heavy protection of Israeli
police.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards and provocatively performed
Talmudic rituals amid a state
of anger inside the compound.”
it added. In addition: Israeli
authorities continued to impose
restrictions on the entry of Muslim
worshippers to the mosque and
seized their ID cards.

PATENT APPLICATIONS UP BY 6% IN

2022-INDUSTRY MINISTRY

Patent applications submitted to the
Ministry of Industry. Trade and Supply
increasedby 6% during 2022, compared
to 2021 according to official figures.

In a statement: the ministry's head
of the Industrial Property Protection
Directoratec Raya Ensour: said a
total of 357 patent applications were
recorded in 2022 compared with 338
in 2021.

Meanwhile. Ensour noted 18
applicants submitted files for global
institutions in accordance with the
Patent Cooperation Treaty (PCT).
reflecting a "remarkable" growth in
2022, and 54 patents were registered in
the same year.

Ensour noted the directorate's
statistical 2022 data showed a
"significant” increase in application
submission for trademark registration.
standing at 7.939. applications:
compared to 7:794 in 2021.

In  addition the  directorate
registered 5.084 new trademarks:
compared to 5 551 in 2021. Ensour
announced: adding that it received
15,542 e-transactions last year:
compared to 11.908 paper-based
transactions.
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Amman

Minister of Government
Communication and
government  spokesperson
Faisal Shboul inaugurated
Sunday the eighth session
of the Arab Media Leaders
Forum: organized by the
Arab Media Forum in
cooperation with the media
and communication sector
in the Arab League: and the
Ministry of Government
Communication: in the
capital Amman.

During his speech at the

opening session. Shboul
who was deputizing
for the Prime Minister:

underscored the importance
of the participation of
media pundits to reiterate
the profession's code of
conduct and commitment
to addressing any public
confusion between a
dedicated media professional
and a “chaotic individual"
who spreads hatred and false
news and violates people's

privacy.
Media outlets are
under threat nowadays:

Rainfall raises precipitation to

S
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Arab media leaders forum kicks off in Amman
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noted  Shbouli indicating
that modern technology
has given humanity an

unprecedented opportunity
for communication butithas
also left societies vulnerable to
extremism: hatred: rumors:
attacks on people's dignity:
and violations of the rights of
children and the most affected
groups in local communities.

He  highlighted two
major challenges facing
the mediac the first of
which is engaging the

audience without resorting
to spreading false news or
rumors or using unusual
rhetoric and vocabulary in
media discourse and the
second is maintaining its
share in the advertising

market. which is slowly
diminishing due to social
media platforms. He urged
media outlets to exhaust all
professional: legislative and
educational means to fulfill
the media's obligations to
Arab societies.

Pointing out the lack
of a regulated partnership
with international media

companies: the minister said
that Jordan had proposed
to Arab media ministers a
draft law that regulates this
relationship by leveraging
the  European  Union's
experience: pointing out that
the draft law offers protection
to Arab and Islamic causes:
including the Palestinian
cause; in addition to the

Local

protection of children and
addressing hate  speech:
false news and violations of

privacy.

For his  partc the
Assistant Secretary
General of the Media
and Communication

Sector at the Arab League

Ambassador Ahmed
Rashid Khattabi stressed
the importance of the

forum and the initiatives
that are put forward under
it toward dialogue on
the best approaches to
developing Arab media and
constructive  interaction
with the transformations of
the media scene.

For his parttc Madi
Abdullah al-Khamis:
Secretary-General of the
Arab Media Forumy said that
the idea of the forum came
from a need for dialogue
between officials and leaders
of Arab media institutions
about the status and future
of Arab media; adding that
Arab media must be a partner
in the industry rather than a
consumer.

Jordan, lraq enjoy potential for

56pct of annual average

Amman

The recent rainfall raised the
overall volume of precipitation
to 56.1 percent of Jordan's long-
term annual average of 8.1 billion
cubic meters: channeling some 1.5
million cubic meters (mcm) into
dams in the last 24 hours: according
to official figures.

The Ministry of Water and
Irrigation on Sunday said that Salt
saw the highest downpour of 19.8
millimeters (mm). Furthermore:

Amman witnessed 6.8mm of rain,
as well as 7.7mm in Balqa 4.4mm in
Madaba: 1.7mm in Zarqa; 4.1mm in
Jerash( 1.7mm in Mafraq. 8.1mm in
Irbid( 9.4mm in Ajloun and 0.8mm
in Karak.

The total storage in the Kingdom's
dams was raised to 89.5mcm or
31.88 percent of their full capacity
of 280.759mcm: according to the
ministry's figures: which showed
that the rainfall poured into
northern and central dams only.

Intaj to launch Jordanian pavilion
at LEAP Saudi Arabia 2023

Amman

Information and
Communications Technology
Association of Jordan (Intaj)
is scheduled to launch a
Jordanian pavilion at LEAP
Tech Conference in Saudi
Arabia 2023 at Riyadh Front
Expo Centre.

According to an Intaj
statement issued on Sunday:
the conference will be held
from February 69-. with the
participation of 15 Jordanian

companies operating
in the information and
communication  technology
(ICT) sector.

Intaj stressed the importance
of Jordan's participation for
the second year in a row in
this global event: as the largest
tech conference and exhibition
concerned with technology
future and its role to achieve
world prosperity.

Nidal Bitar. Intaj CEO.
said Saudi Arabia is one of the

"key" markets for Jordanian
companies working in the ICT
sector especially as it accounts
for a quarter of the Jordanian
sector's exports annually.

Alsoq he stressed importance
of Jordan's presence in
Saudi Arabia to invest in the
available opportunities with
implementation of Saudi Vision
2030 which is largely based on
digital transformation.

Saudi Arabia has introduced
5th generation technologies:
and has begun to deal "strongly"
with cybersecurity and rolled
out other modern technologies:
he noted: adding that this
shift to technology provides
"remarkable” opportunities for

Jordanian companies. given
their "great expertise".
Software development

activity generates the highest
revenues in addition to the
highest contribution to exports
of Jordan's ICT industry. he
pointed out.

economic integration: JACI president

Amman

Jordan and Iraq have
the potential to achieve
economic integration in
various fields. particularly
industry. said President
of the Jordan and Amman
Chambers of Industry
(JACI) Fathi Jaghbir on
Sunday.

He told the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) that there
are great opportunities
for cooperation between
the two countries' private
sectors that are waiting to
be invested in.

Pointing to Jordan's
promising sectors
Jaghbir said the Kingdom
can contribute to Iraq's

reconstruction  projects:
namely those related to
infrastructure: health
care. building  schools
and houses: rehabilitating
factories: providing

consulting and engineering
servicesc and various
technology programs.

The reconstruction of
Iraq is a great investment
opportunity for the
Jordanian economy in light

of its challenges: he stated:
expressing  hope  that
investment cooperation
between the two countries
will develop further in the
future.

Economic barriers
between the two countries
became much lesser during
the past few years thanks
to the political support of
the two leaders: various
agreements: bilateral
meetings:. and participation
in trade exhibitions and
conferences: Jaghbir noted.

He voiced hope that the

Jordanian delegation's visit
to Iraq this week( during
which a joint business
forum will be held: will
help expand partnerships
in trade. The Jordanian-
Iraqi Joint Committee will
convene next Wednesday
in Baghdad to tackle
enhancing cooperation in
various fields.

Jordan-Iraq trade
increased in the January-
November period of 2022
to some JD707 millions
compared to JD415 million
in the same period of 2021.

PSD chief, Dutch envoy talk
security cooperation

Amman
Director of  Public
Security Directorate (PSD):

Maj. Gen. Obaidullah
Maaitah« on Sunday
discussed  with  Dutch

Ambassador to Jordan
Harry Verweij. ways to
enhance joint cooperation
in all fields to serve the
two countries' police and
security work system.
Speaking at the
meeting. Maaitah noted

PSD continously seeks
to enhance its joint
cooperation with security
counterparts in Arab and
friendly countries.

He also pointed to the
importance of exchanging
expertise between Jordan
and Netherlands to develop
police performance and
raise PSD's capacity in
combating new crimes.

In addition: he lauded
cooperation level between

PSD and the Dutch embassy
aimed to developing police
performance and enabling

relations  between  the
two  countries' security
apparatuses.

He expressed hope talks
would achieve further joint
cooperation: exchange
expertise and hold mutual
training courses in various
security and police fields.

For his parte Verweij
said Jordan has achieved

an "advanced" position
by operating a "modern”
security umbrellac which
is noticeable in the nature
and level of PSD's police
and humanitarian services
provided to citizens and
Jordan's guests.

The diplomat stressed
quest to achieve further
cooperation and exchange

expertise  between the
two  countries' security
apparatuses.

HCAC, Saudi Trust Medical Standards
sign cooperation agreement

Amman
Jordan Healthcare
Accreditation Council

(HCAC) on Sunday signed
a partnership agreement
with Saudi Trust Medical
Standards.

In a statementt HCAC
said the agreement aims

to  provide  technical
and consulting services:
capacity  building: and

support in the fields of

improving quality of health
care and patient safety and
and granting certification
programs within  Saudi
Arabia; as part of the
continuous endeavor to
expand operations at the
level regional.

HCAC Executive
Director; Salma Jaouni
who signed the agreement:
lauded the new partnership
within ~ Saudi  Arabia

aimed to  improving
quality of health services
in the region: indicating
that these accreditations

focus on achieving
development to serving
patients and providing

high-quality services. This
partnership will pave the
way to implement quality
standards. certification and
continuous training for
various medical workers:

exchange expertise. enrich
studies and research in
the Saudi health field
Jaouni pointed out. For
his partc Chairman of the
Saudi company's board:
Issaq Hajiri said HCAC
has "long experience and
international knowledge"
to evaluate and qualify

health facilitiesc  and
its quality services are
"distinguished. "
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