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Minister checks on measures to deal
with foot and mouth disease in Zarga

Amman
Agriculture  Minister
Khaled Hanifat on

Saturday checked first-
hand on measures to deal
with foot-and-mouth
disease (FMD) in Dhleil
district in the Zarqa
Governorate.

He told a meeting
with the Dhleil district
director« mayor. experts
from universitoes and
representatives of cattle
associations  that  the
ministry had embarked

on measures to contain
the disease: including
isolation and sterilization
of infected herds and
farms and barring the
entry of animals to and
exit from the region.

The minister said a
team of technical experts
from the ministry had
taken samples and carried
out procedures to verify
the disease and the type of
strain or its development.

The ministry.  in
cooperation with

university experts and
associations, will develop
"a clear road map" to curb
the disease: prevent its
spreadtofarmsand provide
vaccinations in the event
of a new strain( as well as
declare all infections with
transparency. he  said.
Hanifat assured that no
infections were recorded
in sheep or cattle outside
Dhleil or nearby areas.
He explained that FMD is
not transmitted to humans
and that dairy and meat

products from infected
animals do not pose any
risk to a human: adding
that the disease is endemic
in the region: but "we
are ready to deal with it."
Hanifat also said damage
assessment  committees
will come up with an
action plan to mitigate the
impact of the disease on
farmers: based on a study
of milk loss: including
low-intrerest loans from
the Agricultural Credit
Corporation.

Wet depressions to affect
Jordan over this week-dJMD

Amman

The Kingdom is
affected on Saturday by
a wet air mass and rain
is forecast to fall in the
Kingdom's northern
and  central  regions:
Jordan Meteorological
Department (JMD) said in
its daily update.

Downpour is forecast to
be heavy in the morning
hours: accompanied by
thunder and hailc which
could lead to the formation
of torrential rains in valleys

and low areas: especially in
the northern regions: the
JMD added.

In its reporti the JMD
warns of torrential rains in
valleys and low areas in the
Kingdom's northern and
central regions: slippery
roads in areas that see
downpour and possibility
of low horizontal visibility
due to fog over hilltops and

plains.
On Sunday:
temperatures  will  rise

slightly. while remaining

below  their  seasonal
averages by about 3 degrees
Celsius.

As for Monday: the
Kingdom is affected by a
very cold and humid air
mass associated with an
air depression centered
over island of Cyprus
and a significant drop in
temperatures is forecast.
With the noon hours:
rain is expected to fall in
the Kingdom's northern
regions. later extending to
the central and southwest

areas.

Precipitation will be
often heavy at the northern
and  central  regions

accompanied by thunder
and hail: which will lead to
the formation of torrential
rains in low areas.

Temperatures in
Amman today would hit
6 degrees Celsius: dipping
into 3C at night. while the
port city of Aqaba will see
a fair 19C; sliding to 10C at
night.
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Charitable societies
receive annual royal aid

Amman

Some 487 societies and charitable
institutionsthatcarefororphans: the
elderly and people with disabilities
received annual royal support on
Saturday during a ceremony to
mark the occasion of His Majesty
King Abdullah's birthday.

The aid is part of a 2011 royal
initiative aimed to enable these
centers to continue providing
quality services to target groups
and enhance their societal
and developmental role across
the Kingdom's governorates.
Societies benefiting from the
aid are selected according to
Ministry of Social Development
criteria.

Royal Court Chiefi head of

the follow-up committee for
the implementation of His
Majesty's  initiatives¢ Yousef

Issawic said during the Royal
Court ceremony to hand out the
aid that supporting charities is
a key part of Royal Initiatives:
as these are a strategic partner in
social and developmental work
and carry out developmental and
service programs that back up
government efforts to advance
community development and
voluntary work.

Pursuing thisinitiative underlines
efforts to translate the royal visions
into reality and embodies the King's
directives to secure a decent life for
target groups and provide them with
a healthy and safe environment and
quality services. said Issawi.

For her part; Minister of Social
Development Wafaa Bani Mustafa
said improving the quality of life
of citizens and raising the level
of services are a key government
priority. which is based on the royal
vision to accelerate development
and ensure a fair distribution of its
dividends across all regions of the

Kingdom.
The Social Development
Ministry. she explained: selects

beneficiary societies according to
transparent and fair criteria to help
groups that are at the center of His
Majesty's attention: including those
with disabilitiesc orphans and the
elderly.

Heads and representatives of
beneficiary institutions expressed
their appreciation to the King for
"this generous" royal initiative:
which reflects his keen interest and
concern to empower "this segment”
and enable charities to carry out
their societal and developmental
role.

IRADA executed 1,979 economic
feasibility studies worth JD35min in 2022

Amman
IRADA programme prepared

about 1.979 economic feasibility
studies for small: medium and micro
projectsc with a total investment
volume of JD35 million during
2022, its Head of Central Support
Unitc Sami Olaimi¢ said.

In an interview with "Petra/”
Olaimi noted approximately 2. 443
job opportunities were created to
carry out those studies.

During 2022 the programme
worked to implement and launch
about 1.186 projects: including
small and medium enterprises
(SME). while a total of 769
projects received loans with a total
value of about JD10.5 million: he
announced.

Out of the total projects: 48%
were  commerciall 29% were
service-related ( then agricultural
by 11%: industrial by 9%: tourism
by 3%: he noted.

With regard to the 417 micro

and household projects that were
established: he noted home service
enterprises were the the largest in
numbers: accounting for 41%.

Meanwhile: he noted agricultural
enterprises accounted for 27%:
home  commercial by 18%:
industrial by 11%: tourism were less
than 4%.

IRADA. which is a national
programme launched by the
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation
since 2002 as a development
initiatives aims to develop
local communities and improve
Jordanian's living conditions by
improving their productivity. he
pointed out.

In additionc he noted the
programme's activities focus on
poor areas by stimulating the
community to launch and develop
SME that improve the citizens'
income and raise their living
standard.

IRAQ KEY TRADE PARTNER TO JORDAN-JCC HEAD

Amman

Chairman of the Jordan
of Commerce

Chamber

integration.
In addition: he pointed to
the importance of setting a

(JCC)¢ Khalil Haj Tawfiq
said Iraq is an "important"
trade partner and gateway
for ~ Jordan's  economy:
which requires building new
rules for joint cooperation
to reach economic unity.

In remarks to "Petra”
Haj Tawfiq said "Jordan
and Iraq have wide: prolific
potentials.  fields and
grounds to build economic
integration: in light of the
strong brotherly relations:
political  support: strong
and sincere desire: and joint
agreements signed in the
fields of trade: investment:
energy: transportation and
construction.”

Jordanian-Iraqi economic
relations have witnessed a
"remarkable" development:
in light of the joint trade
agreements and projects
signed between the two
countries: he pointed out.

Work is underway to
remove all obstacles that
impede these tiesc he
affirmed: stressing the need
to expedite implementation

of joint projects: especially
the oil pipeline and the
industrial estate.

He stressed the need to
increase joint trade exchange
and overcome any obstacles
to entry of the two countries'
products and commodities to
their respective markets and
give them preferential status:
in addition to stimulating
business owners to establish
joint trade investment and
industrial partnerships.

Also: he stressed Jordan's
keenness to promote the
joint "deep-rooted" relations
to a "broader" horizon to

serve common interests and
facilitate trade exchange:
agriculture and information
technology: as Jordan has
"advanced" expertise to
be the gateway to Iraq's
reconstruction.

Stressing the importance
of the Jordanian economic
delegation's visit to Baghdad
this week: he said trade
sector hopes that the current
visit to Iraq would contribute
to increasing trade
exchanges and exploring
investment and commercial
opportunities.

The delegation is one of the

largest economic delegations
to visit Baghdad: which
reflects volume of Jordan's
interest in building "strong"
economic relations with
Iraq: stressing that the visit
is important to follow up on
efforts made by His Majesty
King Abdullah II and Iraqi
leadership at various levels.
Jordan's trade sector
is "proud" of the level of
bilateral relations in various
fields and hopes that the
next stage will witness a

"new"  beginning  based
on  partnershipi. noting
that  opportunities  for

cooperation between the two
countries' private sectors are
"large".

Haj Tawfiq noted Jordan's
trade and service sector
values any efforts aimed
to  strengthen  bilateral
relations: especially official
visitsc ~ which feature
"serious" efforts to expand
joint cooperation horizons
at various levels: especially in
investment and commercial
areas.

He also noted importance
of joint expertise. which
would contribute to
achieving economic

"clear" vision and priorities
that serve the two countries'
economies  and  strike
investment partnerships in
areas of common interest
noting that official visits
allow both sides' business
communities to further
network.

Hajj Tawfiqc who also
heads Amman Chamber
of Commerce (ACC): said
Jordan's trade and service
sector hopes to overcome
obstacles impeding efforts
to strengthen economic
relations during  the
coming period and build
a joint economic unity to
make the two countries

trade and investment
partners.

Next Wednesday:
meetings of the joint
Jordanian-Iraqi committee

are scheduled to kick off in
Baghdad to discuss multiple
files aimed at strengthening
bilateral cooperation in
various  fields especially
economic areas; according
to a JCC statement.
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2.2m students head to schools Sunday for 2nd semester

Amman

The Ministry of Education said Saturday
it completed all preparations to receive
students for the start on Sunday of the
second semester of the school year.

Some 2.2 million male and female
students of all streams will tomorrow
head to classrooms in 7,500 schools across
the governorates of the Kingdom: said
ministry spokesman Ahmad Masa'feh.

He told Petra in an interview that the
administrative and academic staff are
ready: withaa cadre of 170,000 teachers and
administrators to welcome the students.

Masa'feh said that the start date of the
academic semester is as scheduled in the
School Calendar: and students will attend
classes according to previously announced
hours and dates: both in one- or two-shift

public schools.

He said textbooks are available in
education departments' warehouses and
will be distributed to schools: adding that
classrooms are heated "to provide a suitable
and comfortable study environment."

Recent rainfall raises precipitation to
55pct of annual average-Water Ministry

Amman
The recent rainfall raised
precipitation to 55 percent of

Jordan'slong-termannual average of
8.1 billion cubic meters: accounting
for 69% of 2022 rainfall volume:
Ministry of Water announced.

In a statement on Saturday: the
ministry said about 1.6 million cubic
meters (mcm) were channeled into
Jordan's dams during the past 24
hours: raising their total storage to
88.5 mcm: or 31.5% of their total
capacity. which amount to 280,760

mcm.

King Talal Dam received
831000 cubic meters (cm): raising
its storage to 29.4 mcm at 44%
and Wihdeh Dam 410, 000 cubic
meters: increasing its storage to
8.4%: the ministry said.

Meanwhile; Wadi Shuaib Dam
got 139, 000 cubic meters. raising
its storage to 90.6% and 112. 000
cubic meters were channeled into
Waleh Dam in Madaba: incresasing
its storage to 34%. the ministry
added.

Arab Media Leaders Forum to
kick off in Amman Sunday
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Amman

Activities of the 8th edition of
the Arab Media Leaders Forum
is scheduled to begin on Sunday
in the capitai Amman under the
patronage of Prime Minister. Dr.
Bisher Khasawneh.

In press statements: Secretary-
General of the Arab Media Forum
Madi Abdullah Khamis: said the
event will discuss future of Arab
media and ways to address multiple
changes in the media industry.

= MEDIA FORUM

Expressing thanks to Jordan's
leadership and government for
hosting this event; Khamis lauded
role of Jordanian media institutions
and their keenness to participate in
the forum's activities.

A group of prominent Arab
media figures:  officials of
governmental and private Arab
media institutions. writers and
academics in the journalism
and media fields are scheduled to
participate in the forum.

Jordan Young Scientist Initiative
prepares for June competition

Amman

Jordan Young Scientist
Initiative (JoYS) held its first
orientation sessions for the
panel of judges to get ready for
the initial round of judging to
determine what projects are
eligible for the exhibition:
which will be held at Al-
Hussein Technical University
at the end of next June.

JoYS Scientists is a new
national initiative for Jordanian
youth based on a proven model
implemented in Ireland. Its
purpose is to improve the
motivation and rewards for
young people who wish to
study science and apply it to
transform society: according to
a statement.

It has the potential
to transform Jordan by
empowering young people to
develop solutions to sociali
technological and economic
challenges through the
application of evidence-based
scientific approaches.

The exhibition of the JoYS
initiative was held on June 8
2022 with the participation of
20 private and public schools.

As for 2023. 120 schools
participated: with 185
participating projects from

all over Jordan representing
the publicc private military:
and UNRWA. The projects
are competing to qualify
for the second stage of the
competition.
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Fayez says UN <unable» to resolve conflicts

mman

Senate Speaker Faisal
Fayez said the UN is still
"unable” to play its role
in ending conflicts and
crises¢ especially ending
the Israeli occupation of
Palestine.

This came during a

student workshop on the
role of the UN and the goals
on which it was founded.
The event was organised in
the English Schools on the
occasion of the birthday
of the King on Thursday
evening.

He said the UN has been

unable to end the Israeli
occupation of Palestine
and has not been able to
take any decision regarding
the crimes and massacres
committed by the Israeli
authorities daily against
Palestinians.

He added that the UN is

unable to end the conflicts
and political crises in Syria:
Yemen and Libya.

Fayez added that the
UN needs to play a more
"effective” role in ending

regional  conflicts and
enabling its people to live
freely and safely.

Arab league condemns attack on
(Prison of Christ» site in Jerusalem

Cairo
The Arab League Friday
condemned extremist

Jewish settlers' storming of
the 'Prison of Christ' site in
occupied Jerusalem after
they had vandalised it and
attempted to set it on fire.
In a statement. Saeed

Abu Alic  Assistant
Secretary- General for
Palestine and the Occupied
Arab Territories of the Arab
League: held the Israeli
authorities responsible
for the incident and
violations against Islamic
and Christian sanctities

in occupied Palestine
especially Jerusalem.

Abu Ali urged the
"necessity” of prosecuting
the perpetrators of
"terrorist" crimes:
calling on international
institutions related to the
application of international

law and the protection
of religious places to
break their silence that
"encourages the occupation
and its extremist settlers to
continue their incursions
and attacks on Islamic and
Christian sanctities in the
occupied city of Jerusalem. "

Police unravel murder case
of two siblings in Tafilah

Amman
The  police  Friday
unravelled the murder case of
two brothers found a few days
ago in the southern town of
Tafilah and arrested the main

suspect. Public  Security
Directorate  (PSD)  said
that local police in Tafilah
had received a report that
the bodies of two brothers
were found in a forest area

in Tafilah and showed
gunshot wounds on them.
Investigations narrowed
suspects to the main
suspectc who had confessed
to the murder. He said he

shot them after they had
altercations over the right to
grazing lands. The suspect is
being held by the police for
15 days for homicide charges
pending a court hearing.

Jordan condemns demolition of Palestinian
homes in occupied East Jerusalem

AMMAN

The Foreign Ministry on
Thursday condemned the
Israeli forces' demolition of
several Palestinian houses
in occupied East Jerusalem
which forcefully displaced
the residents of the homes.

The  ministry  also
warned against displacing
Palestinians in the Khan
Al Ahmar area, noting that
forcible migration clearly
violates international
humanitarian law and
other relevant international
legitimacy resolutions: a
Foreign Ministry statement
said.

The  ministry  also
denounced continued
attacks targeting Christians
in Jerusalem: the latest of

.

which was an attack on the
Church of Condemnation
in the old city that occurred
earlier in the day.

The ministry stressed the
need to stop all unilateral
actions that wundermine
the two-state solution and
perpetuate the occupation.

It also highlighted that

halting violence requires
ceasing the policies that
perpetuate despair and fuel
extremism. The ministry
added that such endeavours
can be reached through
joint efforts to restore
confidence in the peace
process via resuming serious
and effective negotiations

to achieve a just and
comprehensive peace based
on the two-state solution
so as to ensure security and
peace for all in a way that
results in the establishment
of an independent
Palestinian state on the
pre-1967 borders with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
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