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Recent rainfall raises

overall volume
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to 48% of annual
average-Ministry

Private sector key for

. Jordan-lraq economic

cooperation, says
JBA president
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Army chief, UN delegation talk military cooperation

Amman United Nations delegation:

: . headed by Under-Secretary-
Chairman of the Joint G 1 for Peacekeeni li
Chiefs of Staffi. Maj. ~cneral for Feacekeeping  polcy

.\ Operations: Jean-Pierre
Gen. Yousef Huneiti on . )
. Lacroix. The meeting comes
Wednesday: received a

in continuation of the Jordan

Recent rainfall raises overall volume
to 48% of annual average-Ministry

Amman

The recent precipitation raised
the overall volume of rainfall since
the beginning of the wet season to
48 per cent of Jordan’s long-term
annual average of 8.1bmc: the Water
Ministry said on Wednesday. In a

statement; the ministry said northern
Ajloun governorate received the
highest rate of downpour during the
past 24 hours with 77 mm: adding
that 2 million cubic meters were
channeled into Jordan's dams during
the last depression.

Zarga municipality elected member
of MedCities managing body-Mayor

Zarqa

Zarqa municipality won
membership of the managing body
of Mediterranean Cities Network
(MedCities) during its virtual
elections held on Tuesday: with the
participation of 100 municipalities
from the Mediterranean region.

In a press statement on
Wednesday. Zarqa Mayor. Imad

Momanic said this achievement
will allow implementation of
environmental development
and urban projects for Jordanian
municipalities and  provides
"greater” opportunities to enhance
their joint municipal cooperation
and coordination and benefit from
other Mediterranean municipalities'
expertise.

Petra breaks records as number
of visitors hikes by 147pct

Petra

The city of Petra witnessed a spike
in tourist numbers by 147 percent in
January: breakingrecords compared
to figures reported in the same
month of 2019 which is the year
that saw the highest-ever visitors
nearing 1.135 million.

According to  the  Petra
Development and Tourism Region
Authority's (PDTRA) count: a total
of 82.937 tourists visited the red-
rose city in January: of which 72,294
are foreigners: 7,112 are Jordanians.
and 2.684 are Arabs.

In January 2019: a total of 56.559
people visited Petrac while in
January 2022 thelost city welcomed

30,287 visitors.

Chairman of the PDTRA Suliman
Farajat said tourism in the red-rose
city promptly recovered from the
Covid pandemic ramifications
during 2022, predicting that 2023
will break 2019's record of 1.135
million: based on the authority's
indicators.

He said the PDTRA is working
on a new tourism track for 4-wheel-
drive vehicles that leads to Petra's
backdoor: adding that the flying
taxic which takes visitors on tours
around the site and potentially
transports from and to Amman
will soon be available along with the
hot air balloon.

Jordanian expats send
home $3.4bln in 2022

Amman
Jordanian expatriates
sent home $3.45 billion in
remittances in 2022 just 6.9
percent less than pre-pandemic

levels (2019).
In December 2022 alone
Jordanian  expatriates  sent

home $319.3 millionc up by
6.7 percent against the same
month of 2021 according to
data released Wednesday by

the Central Bank of Jordan.

According to studies: there
are an estimated 786000
Jordanians living abroad:
or about 10.5 percent of the
country's total population. A
third of these people live in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia:
followed by the United Arab
Emirates. the United States of
America; Kuwait: Qatar: and
the rest of the world.

Armed Forces (JAF)-Arab
Army General

joint military cooperation:
according to a JAF statement.
During

Command
to  strengthening

the  meeting

Huneiti discussed with the UN
delegation. in the presence ofa

two

sides

also discussed is
aspects of joint collaboration

a "key" supporter and

contributor to the United

number of senior JAF officersc and  coordination =~ and Nations peacekeeping
the region's developments ways to strengthen mutual operations and international
and the best ways to achieve cooperation relations law enforcement.  the
stability in this regard. The especially since the JAF statement said.

Private sector key for Jordan-Iraq
economic cooperation, says JBA president

Amman

Partnerships between
the Jordanian and Iraqi
business communities
are key for a successful
economic relationship
between the two nations:
said President of the
Jordanian Businessmen
Association (JBA) Hamdi
Tabbaa on Wednesday.

In a statement to the
Jordan  News  Agency
(Petra). Tabbaa that an
action plan must be drawn
up to outline both sides'
priorities for the next stage
and track the outcomes of
signed agreements.

On February 8: the joint
Jordanian-Iraqi committee
will convene in Baghdad
to discuss several topics
related to two-way trade:
private-sector incentives:
a joint economic estate
project: and collaborations
in energy: transportation:
customs. health food:
trade and industry.

According to Tabbaa
the Iraqi market holds

great potential for
Jordanian exports. and he
highlighted the potential
for establishing a logistic
zone in the northern
Mafraq governorate to
serve the Jordanian: Iraqi
and neighboring markets.

He emphasized that
trade is being hampered by
Iraq's 30% tax on Jordanian
exports and called for
the expansion and
diversification of Jordanian
products thatare notsubject
to this tax. Furthermore:
he emphasized the
need for annual visa fee
reductions to facilitate
investor movement: citing
numerous restrictions
on remittances received
from Iraq and complex
procedures for receiving
and delivering bank credits
through  Iraqi  banks.
Jordan-Iraq trade increased
in the January-November
period of 2022 to some
JD707 millionc compared
to JD415 million in the
same period of 2021.

Police take down suspected drug ring

Amman

A police operation led to
the takedown of a drug ring
and the seizure of 68 palm-
sized sheets of Hashish and
13,000 narcotic pills¢ in
addition to four arrests of
individuals suspected to be
involved in the case.

Spokesperson of
the Public Security
Department said that
the Anti-Narcotics
Department (AND).
following days-long
intelligence gathering and
investigation: carried out
a raid on an undisclosed

location in the capital
Amman: apprehending
four individuals. One
of the suspects opened
fire  against  officers:
who managed to subdue
him and bring him into
custody. Another suspect
in the case is still at large:

the spokesperson added.

Upon a search of the site:
the AND personnel found
21 palm-sized sheets of
Hashish and 5000 narcotic
pills. Officers also found a
storage place with 47 palm-
sized sheets of Hashish and
8000 narcotic pills.

Jordan- Iraq trade at
JD707min in Jan-Nov of 2022

Amman
The Jordan-Iraq trade

exchange soared to around
JD707 million in January-
November 2022 up from
JD415 in the same period
in 2021 according to the
Department of Statistics
(DoS).

According to the DoS
foreign trade data released
on Wednesday:  the
Jordan-Iraq trade balance
was heavily in favor of
the Kingdom during the
reporting period: with a
JD423 million surplus.

Jordan's  exports to
Iraq during the 11-month
period amounted to JD565
million against JD369
million in the same period
of 2021.

Additionally: the
Kingdom's imports from
Iraq also rose during the
reporting period to nearly
JD142 million from JDD46
million for the same period
of 2021.

Jordanian exports to Iraq
included vegetables and
fruits. cheese; milke eggs:
palm oil and other oils: live
chicken and boneless meat:
animal or vegetable fats and

oils; salt. cigarettes. feed
concentrates, mineral and
aerated water and juices:
and medicines. They also
included dyes and paints:
perfumes and skin care
products: pipes and tubes:

sheet metal: bottles and

glass: wood. textiles: cotton
and fabrics: in addition to
electrical appliances.

The Kingdom's most
important imports from
Iraq were petroleum oils:
mineral materials. natural
gas and diesel (solar).

potassium sulfate; mineral
and chemical fertilizers:
aluminum: dried dates:
chickpeas: wheat (wheat):
barley: sorghum: Jameed:

fruit trees¢ straw and
grain stalks. scrap. and
furniture.
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JBA head, Sudanese envoy
talk cooperation prospects

Amman

Head of the Jordanian
Businessmen Association
(JBA)c Hamdi Tabba'a
on Wednesday discussed
with Sudaneseambassador
to Jordan: Hassan Swar
Al-Dahab: bilateral
cooperation prospects at
the economic: investment
and commercial levels:
which would contribute

to strengthening joint
business relations.
Tabba'ac in a JBA

statement on Wednesday:
said the two countries have
“close and distinguished"
relations at various levels:
pointing out that the
joint Jordanian-Sudanese
Business Council should
see further cooperation by

the various two countries'
private sector to intensify
joint  meetings  and
exchange work programs

in sectors of common
interest.

He called on the
Sudanese business
community  to  visit

Jordan and learn about
investment opportunities
and incentives:
especially as  Jordan
offers  an "attractive"
investor environment
characterized by political
and monetary stability and
potentials to benefit from
free trade agreements.

For his parti the
envoy said Sudan is
looking  forward to

benefiting from Jordan's

expertise in the fields of
information technology
and "promising"
investment opportunities
in the cattle field. The
diplomat also referred
to  Sudan's  multiple
untapped investment
and commercial
opportunities: especially
its large reserves of
copper and groundwater:
which  constitutes a
“true" opportunity for
cooperation  with the
Jordanian side in the
mining fields.

In addition: the envoy
expressed the embassy's
readiness to launch joint
cooperation to activate
the two countries'
business council and

intensify  talksc which
would contribute to better
network businesspeople
from both sides.

He highlighted
importance  of  joint
cooperation to diversify
mutual goods flow and
increase volume of trade
exchange.

During 2021¢ volume
of Jordan-Sudan trade
exchange amounted to
$122.7 million. as exports
accounted for nearly $81.8
million, concentrated
in medicines; iron and
steel: and air conditioning
machines: while imports
accounted for nearly $40.9
million: concentrated in
sesame seeds. meat. and
wood charcoal.

Senate president meets
S.Korean, Turkish envoys

Amman

President of the Senate
Faisal Fayez Wednesday
met separately with South

Korea's Ambassador
Kim Dong-gi and
Turkey's Ambassador

Erdem Ozan to discuss
prospects of cooperation
in various fields and
means of developing and
strengthening ties.

Fayez stressed: during
the two meetings: Jordan's
ongoing commitment to
strengthening  relations
with both Turkey
and South Korea and
maintaining coordination
and consultation on various
issues of common interest:
underlining the importance
of strengthening economic
cooperation and activating
bilateral agreements.

He also briefed the

CYBERCRIME 6 TIMES

AMMAN

The Cybercrime Unit
of the Public Security
Directorate (PSD)
on Tuesday revealed
that cybercrimes have
increased six-fold since

2015 attributing the
surge to the widespread
use of  technology:

smartphone applications
and social media.

The unit also explained
that due to a growing
understanding of rights
and ability to litigate:
the number of registered
crimes  increased: as
victims are encouraged
to file legal complaints.

According to a 2022
report. cybercrimes rose
six-fold over the last
seven years: jumping
from 2,305 cases in 2015
to 16.027 cases in 2022.

The unit affirmed
that it continues to
implement educational
campaigns on  the
dangers of cybercrime in
light of the widespread
use of social media
which has facilitated the
disruption of societal

firm positions:
the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdullah
II¢ which urge achieving
regional
stability.

ambassadors on regional
issues and the Kingdom's

under

security and

peace through a number
of  issues including
child abuse: with cases
amounting to 133 hate
speech and inciting
strife. with 113 cases. A
number of perpetrators
have been arrested:
according to the PSD.

Highlighting the
emergence of modern
criminal methods:
such as digital sorcery
methods: sexual
exploitation: theft of
electronic wallets and
others. the unit pointed
to the increase of cyber
fraud casesc  which
reached 2(118 cases in
2022.

Similarlyc  instances
of cyber  extortion
increased: reaching 1285
cases. while defamation.
libel and contempt cases
amounted to 3.769.

Cases of threatening
violence or damage
amounted to 3,466 while
hacking cases amounted
to 2¢115; the unit added.

The Cybercrime
Unit affirmed that it
will handle cybercrime

For his partc Ozan lauded
His Majesty's role and
efforts to resolve regional
issues: underscoring his
country's commitment to
boosting ties in various
fields: especially in the
economic and investment

through digital
tracking: including
cross-border cases such
as electronic fraud or
account theft: under
the umbrella of Interpol
and through the Arab
and International
Police Department: to
identify the identity of
criminals and take legal
action against them.

Calling on social
media users to exercise
caution when using these
platforms the unit also
urged the public to avoid
filling in or sending any
personal information to
unreliable websites: and
refrain from clicking
fake links that are sent
to them for the purposes
of hacking their personal
accounts.

The unit stressed the
need to monitor children
when using smartphones
or computers, protect
them from abuse
or bullying through
messaging  platforms:
applications or electronic
games that may carry
psychological risks.

areas.

The Korean envoy also
stressed  his  country's
commitment to boosting
relations and  upping
Korean investments in
different sectors in the
Kingdom.

Irbid

The security apparatuses on
Wednesday found body of a man in
his twenties hanged in a forest area
in Ashrafieh town: west of Irbid.

In a statement to "Petra”
Koura district administrator. Bakr
Ka’abneh: said security services
were tipped off that a young man
is hanged by a noose from a tree in
Ashrafieh area.

Local

Police finds young man
hanged west of Irbid

The murder site was examined by
the public prosecutor: the criminal
lab and forensic medicine: he
added.

In addition he noted the body
was transferred to the Forensic
Medicine Center in the Northern
Region( adding that an investigation
is underway to find out the crime's
circumstances.

NCHR presents Jordan)s human
rights report at Arab League

Amman

The National Centre for Human
Rights (NCHR) on Wednesday
discussed  its = comprehensive
parallel report; in compliance with
the provisions of Article 48 of Arab
Human Rights Committee (AHRC)
at Arab League headquarters in
Cairo.

This discussion came during
the 21st AHRC session. with the
participation of a NCHR delegation.
headed by its facilitator. Reem Abu
Dalbouh.

According to a  NCHR

statementc Abu Dalbouh lauded
professionalism inclusiveness
and  objectivity of AHRC's

work methodology: within the
framework of its mandate aimed
to achieve its goals and enforce
its provisions:  highlighting
importance of its observations and
recommendations. In addition:
she noted NCHR pays "remarkable"
attention to the recommendations
and observations set to be made
during the AHRC meetings on
the human rights situation and its
specialized reports. adding that the
center will develop the necessary
measurement indicators for their
implementation periodically. Abu
Dalbouh presented the report's axes
in a closed session devoted to this
purpose.

HIGHER SINCE 2015 — PSD

16,027

cybercrime cases
recorded in 2022

£ X more cybercrime

Dangers of CyDes Crime

O 1A riss

since 2015

hate speech and ‘I] 3
inciting strife online

hacking

£,.719

EIDTE

cybercrime

2.505
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cyber fraud
2.118
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online defamation
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