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House speaker calls
for united Islamic
response to Israeli
occupation
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Local

Amman
Minister of Investment
Kholoud Saqqaf on Tuesday
said that foreign direct
investments (FDI) continue
to flow into the Kingdom and
that the country's industrial
sector has plenty of room for
more foreign capital.
According to statistics
FDIs benefiting from the
investment law increased to

JD69 million in 2021: an
increase of 98.3 percent.

The total value of
projects seeking to utilize
the investment law rose to
JD1.1 billion in 2022 up
from JD621 million the year
before.

During a meeting hosted
by the Jordan Chamber of
Industry. Saqqaf stressed that
her ministry is committed

27 PR

FDIs flow into Kingdom, says minister

—

sector. empowering local
and foreign investors: and
attracting more  foreign
investment.

She explained that
industrial ~ investment s
crucial to the Kingdom's
economic growth because
it helps diversify exports:
reduces reliance on costly
imports: and boosts the value
of exports. all of which are

local development.

The minister discussed the
various incentives and tax
breaks that the investment
law provides to current and
potential investors.

The minister noted that
a investor may hire up to 25
percent non-Jordanian staff
in managerial and technical
positions that call for special
education or experience.

employ foreign nationals: up
to a maximum of 40 percent
of the total workforce: if
qualified Jordanian workers
are not available to fill the
specialized positions.

Fathi Jaghbir. president
of the Jordan and Amman
Chambers  of  Industry:
said that the industrial

sector's contribution to the
country's GDP is more than

2023 b (1) slagy¥!
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the sector's central and
strategic importance. He also
mentioned that the industrial
sector employs over 268,000
people (most of whom are
Jordanians) and accounts for
more than 94 percent of the
country's total exports.

He elaborated that in 2022,
industrial projects generated
an average of 53 new jobs per
project. while the rate for all

JD137 million in 2022 against

40 rumors recorded in January, many Wor‘ksho

to working with the private

on security, economy, says monitor

Amman

The Jordanian Media Credibility
Monitor "Akeed" said it recorded 40
rumors that circulated through local
media and social media platforms
during the month of January.

The monitor's monthly report:
which came out on Tuesday: said
this month saw 19 more rumors:
two more than in December.

Security and the economy topped
the list of January rumors with 11
each: about 27.5 percent of the total
number: followed by public affairs
9 (22.5 percent): politics 5 (12.5
percent). and health and social
rumors 2 each (or 17 percent).

Thirty-eight. or 95 percent: of

the January rumors originated
from local sources: such as social
media platforms and news websites:
according to the report.

Thirty rumors: 75 percent of the
total number. originated from local
social media and 10 or 25 percent:

came from traditional media
outlets; it said.
The monitor wurged social

networks users to refrain from
sharing or re-posting any content
without a credible source: noting
that relying on these sites for news
without consideration of content
veracity leads to a great deal of
incorrect and inaccurate news:
rumors and misinformation.

Foreign Ministry receives credentials
of new UN resident coordinator

Amman

Acting Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Foreign Affairs Hazem
Khatib on Tuesday received the
credentials of the United Nations
Resident Coordinator in Jordan

Sheri Ritsema-Anderson. During

a meeting with Ritsema- Anderson:
Khatib offered his well-wishes to
the newly-appointed official on her
mission to boost relations between
Jordan and the United Nations.

PM amends, extends
Defense Order on defaulters

Amman
Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh Tuesday decided to
amend the provisions of Defense
Order No. 28 of 2021. issued under
Defense Law No. 13 of 1992 on the
imprisonment of debt defaulters:
extending it until April 30 2023.
Before the amendment of
Article (1) of the defense order:
debt defaulters would be jailed if
they borrowed sums exceeding
JD100.000. However: the
amendment lowered the maximum
threshold to JD20.000. Article two
of the same defense order: related to

the imprisonment of those who have
issued bounced checks: has also been
amended: jailing those who write
bounced checks for an amount of up
to JD20.000 (JD100.000 previously).
The total number of people wanted
for civil debt cases is 157,367
defaulters: including 137,715 people
whose debts are less than JD20.000.
Under the amended article: a total of
19652 defaulters whose debts exceed
JD20.000 will face imprisonment. A
total of 30669 people are wanted for
issuing bounced checks: of which
13,151 people issued checks worth
more than JD20.000.

UNRW A workers in
Gaza stage strike

Gaza

Workers at the United
Nations Relief and Works
Agency for Palestine Refugees
(UNRWA) facilities in Gaza
staged a strike on Monday
to protest the UN agency's
reneging on its commitments

and agreements with its staff.
UNRWA offices and services
in Gaza have closed their doors
as part of an escalation by the
UNRWA staftf who accuse the
Agency of not following through
on its commitments towards its
staffi accusing it of "tampering
with their job security. " The head
of the Union of Arab Employees
in UNRWA in Gaza; Amir al-
Mishal said in a statement: "The
strike came as a result of the
UNRWA administration's failure

to adhere to some agreements
and the lack of a clear roadmap."
explaining  that UNRWA's
actions forced the Union to opt
for escalation: which began two
months ago. The Director of
UNRWA Operations in the Gaza
Strip Thomas White: urged the
strikers to address outstanding
issues  through  dialogue.
UNRWA's media advisor:
Adnan Abu Hasna; denied the
existence of procrastination in
implementing the employees'
demands: noting that the
UNRWA operations director
had told the strikers that the
UNRWA budget approval would
take place no later than two
weeks: adding that this would
allow the Agency to respond to
the Union's demands.

necessary for

sustainable Also:

the

investor may

45 percent: demonstrating

other sectors was above 43.

p tackles employment scheme

for Jordanians, Syrian refugees

Amman
The
Labor

International
Organization
and Ministry  of
Local Administration
Tuesday held a workshop
to introduce the sixth
phase of the Employment
through Labor Intensive
Infrastructure in Jordan
project targeting Syrian
refugees. whichisfunded by
the German Development
Bank (KFW).

The project focuses on

the

infrastructure
through  labor-intensive
methods  that  benefit
communities in the long
runc such as road and
school maintenance: soil
improvement and water
conservation activities in
farms and environmental
cleaning services.

Phase six is expected
to provide 1.000 short-
term jobs in 31 northern
and central municipalities
for Jordanians and Syrian

improving

refugees.  designating 30
percent of employment to
females and 5 percent for
the disabled through funding
worth €7 million provided
for the municipalities. The
projectt which is  being
implemented in cooperation

with  the ministries of
local administration
and agriculture:
includes maintenance  of
municipalities; afforestation
and training sessions on
professions  that  qualify

participants for the
labor market.  During
the  workshop: Engineer
Anas Bakhit the project's
infrastructure supervisor:
briefed  participants  on
the project's goals: phases:
proposalsc evaluation and
mechanism  of  choosing
employees. The employment
scheme started in 2016 in
response to the Syrian refugee
crisis in cooperation with
several Jordanian ministries;
and will end in 2024.

Hardline Jewish settlers

Jerusalem

Dozens of Jewish
extremist settlers early
Tuesday stormed the
Al-Aqsa Mosque/

al-Haram al-Sharif
compound in occupied

East Jerusalem.
A statement by
the General Islamic

Endowments Department

storm Al-Agsa Mosque

in Jerusalem said that
the settlers carried out
today’s raids through
al-Magharebah Gate in
groups under the heavy
protection  of  Israeli

e
F
|

i
"

police. "The settlers toured

the mosque’s yards and
provocatively performed
Talmudic rituals amid a

state of anger inside the
compound.” it added.

Hotel industry on path to pre-
pandemic levels — JHA

AMMAN

The hotel industry in
Jordan is rebounding faster
than expected: according
to the Jordan Hotels
Association (JHA).

“The industry’s recovery
is progressing at a solid
rate.” JHA spokesperson
and board member
Mohammed Al Qasim
told The Jordan Times:
predicting its return to pre-
pandemic levels in 2024.

The recovery process
was expedited by low cost
carriers and flights which
allowed the Kingdom’s
tourism sector to tap into

new markets and receive
more visitors. he added.

“Jordan’s track record
as a safe and stable
destination: despite current
turbulences in the region
was also a contributing
factor.” he continued.

The Kingdom’s tourism
income increased by 115
per cent during the first 11
months of 2022 compared
with the same period of
2021 reaching $5.3 billion:
according to the Central
Bank of Jordan (CB]J).

“This is indicative of the
sector’s potential to create
jobs and boost Jordan’s

economic growth.” said
Qasim. The tourism sector
has a “multiplier effect”
acrossvarious other sectors:
including transport. food
services and entertainment;

marked by its ability
to create a diversified
range of employment
opportunitiesc he noted.
However. persisting

challenges: such as skilled
labour shortages: continue
to pose a threat to the
hotel industry’s recovery:
according to  Qasim.
JHA’s 2022 statistics show
that the Kingdom’s hotel
industrycurrently employs

21,562 workers compared
to 20920 workers in 2019.

Qasim noted that
roughly 2,500 to 3.000
Jordanian workers were

recruited in the tourism
sector in neighbouring
countries over the past two
to three years. He stressed
the need for public-private
partnerships to implement
training programmes and
retain skilled workers.

According to Qasimy
the association has recently
launched a free training
programme benefiting 100
Jordanians between the
ages of 18 and 30.



19

2023 bl (1) slagy
(2994) adall

.'.1/:?;.775@,\\, ! |

Workshop urges introduction of
Jordanian food traceability system

Amman
A workshop on food

traceability on Monday
stressed the importance
of a Jordanian system of
traceability control to
enhance the accessibility
of the Kingdom's food
imports to global markets
and attract investments in
the sector.

The workshop was
held in cooperation with
the International Finance
Corporationi a member
of the World Bank Group:
the Jordan Food and Drug
Administration (JFDA):
the American Chamber of
Commerce in Jordan and
the Jordan Chamber of
Industry.

Food traceability is

and external levels as it
gives an accurate and
perception of the national
stock of food: said JFDA
president Nizar Mhaidat.
He referred to His
Majesty  the  King's
repeated assertions on
control over the quality of
food products: medicines
and water: to protect
the health and safety
of citizens: which¢ he
said¢ enhances the local
industries'  accessibility
into foreign markets.
Mohammad al-
Jitanc Vice  President
of the Jordan Chamber
of Industry and
representative of the food:
catering: agricultural and
livestock industries sector:
said the food industry

sector seeks to enter high-
quality global markets:
especially the United
States and Europe: noting
that the introduction of
traceability standards in
the government system
is a key endeavor in the
economic modernization
vision: and is essential to
prop up the sector.

Arriving at an
integrated traceability
system would increase
investments in the sector
and achieve vertical and
horizontal integration
in the supply chains that
guarantees food security
and reduces raw materials
costs said al-Jitan.

Samer Joudeh:
Chairman of the board of
the American Chamber

of Commerce in Jordan
pointed out that the impact
of food safety issues is not
confined to public health:
but it threatens confidence
in the national industry
and its workflow. He said
that Jordanian exports can
reach about 60 countries
across the world.
which is an indicator of
Jordan's ability to meet
international safety
requirements. Since 2017
he said¢ Jordan's food
exports to the United
States remained stable
despite the Covid-19
pandemic in 2019 and
2020 but they grew in
2021¢ which made the
US one of the largest
Jordanian food export
markets.

important at both national

Adaileh attends Arab League

Human Rights Committee session

AMMAN

Jordan's  Permanent
Representative to the Arab
League Amjad Adaileh
attended the 21st session
of the Arab Human Rights
Committee on Monday.

The two-day event: held
attheleague'sheadquarters:
was devoted to discussing
the combined second and
third  periodic  human
rights reports submitted
by Jordan. The meeting
featured representatives of
permanent delegations: the
Gulf Cooperation Councilc
the Arab Network for
National Human Rights
Institutions: the Council of
Arab Ministers of Interior:

highlighted the Kingdom's
seriousness in meeting its
obligations under the Arab
Charter on Human Rights:
according to the Jordan
News Agency: Petra.

relevant

national human rights Submitting periodic
institutions and civil society reports to the Charter
organisations. Addressing Committee could provide Haifa
the  gatheringi Adaileh an opportunity to review assistant

and procedures; he said
adding that reviewing the
committee’s
could also help improve the
Kingdom’s
and the system of national
procedures and legislation.

national policies

Sector League

evaluation

performance
dialogue

Abu  Ghazaleh,
secretary general

Head of the Social Affairs

States: said that the report
includes accurate figures.
Abu Ghazaleh said that she
expects a useful interactive
between
Arab Charter on Human
Rights Committee and the
Jordanian delegation.

Local

Kerosene, diesel prices
fixed for month of February

Amman
The Oil Derivatives Pricing
Committee Tuesday fixed the
prices of kerosene for the month of
February at JD0.620 per liter. based
on royal directives.

It also decided during its
monthly meeting to keep the
current price of diesel at JD0.820
per liter and a cooking gas cylinder
at JD7.00.

During its review of international
crude prices and oil derivatives
during the month of January. and

comparing them with the month
of December: the committee found
that prices had risen in the previous
month, said the committee.

Applying the price equation for
both grades of gasoline (90-octane
and 95-octane) according to
international prices: it found both
grades increased by JDO0.045 per
literc and thus the selling price of
90-octane gasoline in February
will be JD0.945 per liter: instead of
JD0.900¢ and 95-octane JD1.185 per
liter. instead of JD1.140.

Jordanian MPs say cooperation with
Algeria in health, energy «promising»

Algiers
The Jordanian parliamentary
delegates in Algiers Monday said
that cooperation with Algeria-based
companies in health and energy is

"promising".

The Jordanian MPs. who are in
Algiers to attend the Organisation
of Islamic Cooperation (OIC)
Summit. held two separate meetings
with Algeria-based oil and gas
drilling companies and the Algerian
Health Minister. Abdelhak Sayhi.
and agreed to bolster cooperation in
health.

Sayhi said that his country
is mulling over signing an
agreement with the Jordanian
government on health
cooperation in May.

During a meeting with the
director of the national state-
owned Sonatrach oil company:
Lower House Speaker Ahmad

Safadi and the MPs noted
the "importance" of realising
Jordanian cooperation in energy:
especially gasc and leveraging
Algeria's experience.

In turn. Sonatrach Director
Tawfiq Hakkar said that the
company has "large" investments
in Algeria and abroad: adding that
the company owns 100 rigs that can
excavate at a depth that is "second"
in the world.

He said that Algiers is keen to
cooperate with Jordan in energy
and to provide all experiences and
capabilities that boost bilateral
relations.

During the meeting with the
Algerian health ministerc MP Farid
Haddad presented encouraging
investment opportunities in
health in Jordan: adding that the
kingdom's medical staff are "highly
qualified.”

HOUSE SPEAKER CALLS FOR UNITED ISLAMIC

RESPONSE

AMMAN

Lower House Speaker
Ahmad Safadi on Monday
called on Islamic parliaments
to adopt a unified position
rejecting all practices of the
Israeli occupation in the
Palestinian territories.

Safadi’s remarks came
during the 17th Parliamentary
Session of the Union of
Member  States of the
Organisation  of  Islamic
Cooperation (OIC). which
was inaugurated by President
of the Algerian Assembly
Ibrahim Boughali on behalf
of Algerian President
Abdelmadjid Tebboune: the
Jordan News Agency. Petra
reported.

Safadi called for a united
position against the Israeli
occupation’s intrusions into
holy sites and the expansion of
settlements.

Islamic parliaments have a
duty to uphold Palestinians’
rights on their national soil
the first and foremost of which
is the right to establish an

independent Palestinian state:
he saidi adding that Islamic
parliaments also must support
the Hashemite Custodianship
over Islamic and Christian
holy sites in Jerusalem.

The speaker reaffirmed the
importance of His Majesty
King Abdullah’s concept of
“re-globalisation” in the face
of crises and promoting joint
international collective action
for the benefit of all. Safadi
noted that the Kingdom
has begun to put this idea
into practice through its
partnerships with Iraq and
Egypt.

He stressed the need to
reject all attempts to Judaise
the holy land: and the
importance of continued
support for UNRWA. The
House speaker proposed that
the Algiers Conference be
titled the "Conference on the
Defence of Jerusalem”.

Safadi called for supporting
Iraq and its security: stability
and  territorial  integrity:
stressing the need to support

TO ISRAELI OCCUPATION

all peaceful endeavours to find
solutions in Syria: Yemen and
Libya in order to preserve the
unity of their land and people.

He stressed the importance
of adopting legislation to

facilitate trade and ease
customs duties and tax
restrictions among  OIC
member states to further
development in these nations:
which account for about
one-third of the world's

population. Islam should be
immune from the charges of
extremism¢ which have been
falsely and carelessly ascribed
to it he said adding that Islam
calls for love and tolerance.

According  to  Safadi
Jordan has always been and
will remain at the forefront
of the fight against terrorismq
warning against any "foolish
practices” that fuel hatred and
violence.

Concluding his statement:
Safadi said:"Isn't the burning
of the Holy Koran a few days
ago in Sweden considered
extremist and terrorist?"
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