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compensation fund

Jordan condemns
deadly attack on
Pakistan mosque
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Local

Amman

Lower House Speaker
Ahmad Safadi on Monday
called on Islamic parliaments
to take a unified position
rejecting all practices by the
Israeli occupation authority
in the Palestinian territories.

In an address at the 17th
parliamentary session of
the Organization of Islamic
Cooperation member
states. which was opened by

Syrian refugee children in
Jordan to receive school bags

Algerian National Assembly
Speaker Ibrahim Boghali
Safadi called on Islamic
parliaments to take a serious
stand to put the Palestinian
issue top of its agenda.

He called for a unified
position rejecting all Israeli
practices: including storming
holy sites and expanding
settlements: adding  that
Islamic parliaments have a
duty to support the rights of

Safadi urges Islamic parliaments to
unite in support of Palestinians

the Palestinians: top of which
is the establishment of their
independent state on their
national soil and supporting
the Hashemite Custodianship
over Islamic and Christian
sanctities in  Jerusalem.
He said His Majesty King
Abdullah II firmly and
steadfastly  upholds  the
Jordanian custodianship over
the Jerusalem holy places.
Jordan remained on the

side of Palestinian rights:
defending their just cause
and Jerusalem: and loyal to
its Arab and Islamic nation:
despite the challenges and
pressures and  successive
waves of refugees: he said.
Safadi called for a firm
position rejecting all
attempts to Judaize the
Holy Land and supporting
the United Nations
Relief and Works Agency

2023 i gl (31) 5B

(UNRWA), proposing
that the Algiers session be
dubbed the "Conference to
Defend Jerusalem". sying
"the city is for all Muslims
and that their right to it
along with Christians: is
historical and everlasting."
The Lower House chief
also urged supporting Iraq
and enhancing its security:
stability = and  territorial
integrity "after it defeated the
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forces of evil and darkness".
He also stressed the need
to support endeavors to find
peaceful solutions in Syria
Yemen and Libya and defend
Islam against false accusations
of extremism. Islam is a
religion that advocates for
love and tolerance: and that
terrorism has no religion: he
said¢ adding that Muslims
themselves are the ones who
suffered most from terrorism.

US disability rights advisor visits Amman

Amman

The King Salman Humanitarian
Aid and Relief Center (KSRelief).
in cooperation with the Jordan
Hashemite Charity Organization
(JHCO). Monday launched an
initiative to provide school bags and
stationery to Syrian refugee children
in Jordan.

The "School Bag" project will
secure 29,881 school bags and
stationery for Syrian refugee
students from first to ninth grade:
in coordination with local charities
in eight governorates: according to
a JHCO statement.

JHCO Secretary-General Hussein
Shibli said that the initiative is in

support of the education sector and
keenness to provide educational
needs for underprivileged students:
which "will have an impact on their
psychological and social preparation
(forthestartofthe second semester).
help parents and reduce the financial
burden on families".

For his part. KSRelief director
in Jordan Nayef Al-Shammari said
that the project will cover 80 percent
of Jordanian governorates: pointing
out that it provides educational
support. and is an opportunity: for
beneficiary students to raise their
level of academic achievement and
relieve parents. given the difficult
economic and living conditions.

Rare green comet to make closest
approach to Earth on February 1

Amman

A rare green comet is due to
make its closest pass by Earth
on February 1¢ according to
the Jordanian Astronomical
Society (JAS).

In a statement on Monday:
JAS President Ammar Sakaji
said that the comet will come
within 42 million kilometers
of Earth on Wednesday: before
speeding away again.

At a speed of around 57.4
kilometers per second: the
comet will be very easy to
spot with binoculars and
telescopes: while it might

be invisible to the naked eye
due to light pollution. "Some
scientific journals confirmed
that the green comet will return
to approach Earth after 50
thousand years. while accurate

calculations at NASA’s Jet
Propulsion Laboratory indicate
that the orbit of this comet will
be open: making it unlikely to
return for millions of years."
he added. The astrologist
indicated that the comet: found
north of the planetarium in the
Camelopardalis constellation:
will be monitored an hour after
sunset until 5:30 am.

Amman
The United States
Department of State's
Special Advisor on
International  Disability
Rightsc Sara  Minkaras
visited Jordan from

January 27 to 29 toadvance
shared goals of inclusion
and respect for human
rights in all aspects of

society.

The visit focused on
promoting disability-
inclusive political
participation: capacity
building: accountability:

and shifting the paradigm
of how we think about
disability awareness from
a charity approach to a
human rights and values-
based model: according to
a U.S. Embassy statement
issued Monday.

In her meetings with
Jordanian government
officials:  civil society
leaders. business groups:
and  disability  rights
advocates; she emphasized
the U.S. government's

support for disability rights.

accessibility. equity. and
inclusion of persons with
disabilities in all sectors
throughout Jordan.

Special Advisor Minkara
also met with Prince
Mired:  Chairman of
Jordan's Higher Council
for the Rights of Persons
with Disabilities (HCD).
to understand the issues
facing persons living with

disabilities in Jordan.

She commended HCD
on its  policymaking:
planning: and coordination
efforts to ensure that
people with disabilities can
reach their full potential
through access to equal
economic  opportunities:
political participation: and
accessible facilities.

Special Advisor Minkara
leads the U.S. Department

to promote inclusion for human rights

of State's comprehensive
strategy to promote and
protect the rights of
persons with disabilities
internationally. She works
to  encourage  foreign
governments to enact and
enforce national laws and
policies and respect their
obligations ~ under  the
Convention on the Rights of
Persons with Disabilities and
other human rights treaties.

House speaker, Saudi Shura
council speaker talk cooperation

Algiers

Lower House Speaker
Ahmed Safadiand the Saudi
Shura Council Speaker
Abdullah Al Sheikh Sunday
held talks in Algiers on
parliamentary cooperation
and coordination regarding
pan-Arab issues: including
the Palestinian cause.

The meeting is part of
the parliamentary activities
of the 17th Conference of
the Union of Parliaments
of Organisation of Islamic
Cooperation (OIC)
member states in Algeria.

Safadi noted the depth
of the Jordan-Saudi ties
and  the "importance"

of cooperation and
coordination between Arab
and Muslim countries'
parliaments on key issues:
including the Palestinian
cause. He said Jordanians
are "proud” that King
Abdullah II is responsible
for the Hashemite
Custodianship of Islamic

and Christian sanctities
in occupied Jerusalem.
In turnc Al Sheikh noted
his country's "strong" ties
with Jordan: adding that
bilateral relations are being
"consolidated day after day
thanks to the leaderships
of the two brotherly
countries. "

Cabinet approves draft bylaw mandating
reasons for car accidents compensation fund

Amman

The Cabinet Sunday approved the

mandating reasons for a draft bylaw
for the Compensation Fund for Vehicle
Accidents Victims 2023 before sending
it to the Legislation and Opinion

Bureau.

The Cabinet approved the assignment
of plots of land on which buildings are
built to their occupants after collecting
an insurance amount of 3 per cent of
the estimated land value and calculating
its price according to the approved

mechanism.

Separately: the Cabinet extended
whereby
tourists would pay entry fees to tourist
attractions as Jordanians would through
2023 to support and encourage tourism.

a previous order
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Research institute tackles truffle
farming potential in Jordan

Amman
A local non-profit
research institute

discussed the potential of
desert truffle cultivation
in the Kingdom as a rare
and profitable commodity
that has nutrition and
health benefits.

During a seminar held
Sunday by the Jordan
Society for  Scientific
Research under the title
"Growing and Producing
Truffles and Methods of
Scientific  Investment("
truffle cultivation expert
Muhammad Awameh
indicated that Jordan
is capable of producing
desert truffles and
accordingly has a plan in

place for truffle farming
due to its importance and
economic feasibility.

He pointed out that
there are two genera of
truffles in Jordan: which

are Terfezia (locally
known as Khalasi)
and Tirmania (locally
known as Zubaidi).
adding that truffles
have similar nutrients

to meat and can also be
used in the treatment of
trachoma.

The Ruwaished desert
far east of the Kingdom
is one the best areas to
grow desert truffles
which can be harvested
in February. March and
April depending on the
amount of precipitation.

especially if the rain
is  accompanied by
lightning: thunder and

snow: he added.

Several questions and
comments were made
during the seminar as
participants stressed the
importance of growing
truffles and investing in
their cultivation.

Gowt says empowering
spokespersons <priority»

Amman
Minister of Government
Communication Faisal

Shboul Sunday said that
empowering spokespersons
at public institutions has
become institutionalised
and a priority for the
Ministry of Government
Communication to ensure
the flow of information to

the press.

During a meeting with
ministry spokespersons
at the Jordan News

Agency. Shboul said the
Ministry of Government
Communication is
responsible forempowering
media spokespersons by
supporting the institutional
status of media departments
and their training needs.
He said the training
programme delivered for
ministry spokespersons in
2022 strengthened their
role by training them to

provide information to
their target audience with
more fluidity and speed of

response.

Shboul  noted  that
the primary role of
media spokespersons is

providing information to
the media and countering
misinformation  adding
that officials figures
indicate a decrease in the
rate of monthly rumours in
the past year from 50 to 30.

He said the Ministry
of Government
Communication had
developed a plan to train
75 media spokespersons
in government institutions
during the current and next
year.

He added that they aim
to train workers in ministry

and public institution
media departments:
noting the "importance"

of the role of government
communication = workers
in supporting the
implementation of the
road map for reforming the
public sector.

Shboul noted on top of
the Ministry's agenda is
the completion of a draft
of the government's media
policy. adding that the
Ministry would share it for
dialogue and discussion
with the Jordanian Press
Association.  editors-in-
chief of daily newspapers:
journalists: academics:
international institutions
and ministryand institution
spokespersons and
communications workers
to ensure consensus.

He said Jordan had
submitted a guiding draft
law to the Arab League
aimed at regulating work
with international media
companies: explaining that

the draft law would ensure
the circulation of social
media Arabic content and
address  misinformation:
hate speech: violation of
privacy and limits to the
expression of opinion on
Arab causes: for most of
which is the Palestinian
cause.

In turn: the Resident
Representative of
the United Nations

Development Programme
(UNDP) in Jordan: Randa
Abu Al-Hassan: said the
aim oflaunching the project
to support the media and
strategic ~communication
capacities of the Jordanian
government came in
light of the challenges
the government faces and
the role of ministry and
institution spokespersons
in promoting Jordan's
messages. describing them
as "the voice of confidence.

Local

Jordan condemns deadly ‘
attack on Pakistan mosque

Amman

The Ministry of  Foreign
Affairs and Expatriates Monday
condemned a bomb blast at a
mosque in the northwestern
Pakistani city of Peshawar: which
killed dozens of people and injured
many more.

The Ministry reiterated in a

statement Jordan's solidarity with
the government and people of
Pakistan. and its rejection of all
forms of violence and terrorismu
particularly those targeting places
of worship.

It expressed condolences to the
families of the victims and wished
the injured a speedy recovery.

OFDF revenue up 4pctin 2022

Amman

The Orphans Fund Development
Foundation's (OFDF) revenues
increased by 4.4 percent in 2022
topping JD12.628 million against
JD12.097 million in 2021 "despite
challenging circumstances facing
investment  institutions." = said
OFDF's Chairman Abdul Hafiz
Rabta.

In a statement on Monday:
he added that the foundation's
financing portfolio amounted to
JD84.225 million: up by 10 percent
from 2021. Moreover. he stated
that the net profit available for

distribution edged up by 6.5 percent
to JD8.440 million from JD7.923
million recorded in 2021.

Based on the financial results: the
OFDF's board of directors decided
to distribute profits to the deposit
accounts of minor orphans at a rate
of 4 percent; Rabta noted.

The foundation's assets he
continued: rose by 5.3 percent
to JD255.728 million against
JD242.868 million in 2021 adding
that the OFDF maintained an
upward trajectory in profits after
putting its investment plan into
action.

Extremist settlers storm Al-
Agsa under Israeli escort

Jerusalem
Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers early Monday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.
A statement by the General
Islamic Endowments Department
in Jerusalem said that the settlers

carried out today’s raids through
al-Magharebah Gate under the
heavy protection of Israeli police:
who restricted Muslim worshippers'
access to the mosque to secure the
settlers' incursions.

"The settlers toured the mosque’s
yards and provocatively performed
Talmudic rituals." it added.

JMD EXPECTS UNSTABLE WEATHER
MONDAY, COLD SNAP TUESDAY

Amman

Temperatures on Monday

Heavy  downpours are
forecast at times  with
thunderstorms and  hail

are expected to be a few degrees
above the annual average:
with relatively cold weather
prevailing in most parts of the
country. except in the Jordan
Valley: theDeadSea: and Aqaba
where it will be fair: the Jordan
Meteorological ~ Department
(JMD) said in its daily update.
In the evening: the Kingdom
will be gradually affected by a
weak state of atmospheric
instability with cloudy skies
and a chance for intermittent

causing flash floods in valleys
and low-lying areas.

Toward evening and night
hours: rainfall will stretch to
cover the southwestern part of
the country. with a chance for
light showers of snow mixed
with rain over the southern high
peaks of Al-Sharah mountain
range. forecasters predicted:
indicating that winds will be
westerly brisk with strong gusts
at times: exceeding 60 km/h in

showers in the southern some areasand blowing dustin
and northern  highlands: the Badia. '

accompanied by thunder at Extremely cold and rainy
times: the JMD added. conditions will persist on

Wednesday: with a possibility
of snow showers in the
southern highlands. the JMD
further said.

Temperatures in the capital
Amman today will range
between a high of 16 degrees
Celsius and a low of 5C at
night, while the port city of
Aqaba will see a fair 23C
sliding to 13C at night.

As we head into Tuesday: a
cold and wet air mass associated
with an air depression centered
over northern Cyprus is
expected to grip the Kingdomu
pushing mercury levels down
and triggering chilly and
cloudy weather with rainfall
in the northern and central
regions the meteorologist
noted.
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