Chamber: Saudi
Arabia a strategic
market with

. opportunities for

- Jordan industry

- \Warm weather
forecast Saturday
gradually drops
“tomorrow-JMD

Jordan's exports to
GAFTA up 1o JD2.50In
nfirst 11 months of
2022-D0%
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King holds

Ottawa

His  Majesty King
Abdullah and Canada Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau on
Friday held talks in Ottawa
that covered bilateral ties
and the latest regional and
international developments:
according to a royal court
statement.

In bilateral talks
followed by  expanded
ones at Parliament Hill
King Abdullah and Prime
Minister Trudeau noted the
deep-rooted strategic ties
between the two countries
and keenness to advance

them in education: trade:
investment and defence
cooperation.

Speaking at the top of the
talks. His Majesty expressed
appreciation for the strong
ties of friendship between
Jordan and Canada: voicing
pride in the level of bilateral
ties and political cooperation
to counter challenges in the
region.

The King commended
Canada’s support for Jordan
in countering economic
challenges. stressing  its
important role in bolstering
security and stability in the
region.

"We have challenges this
year. and Canada’s voice
is always a voice of reason
and hope for all of usi" His
Majesty said.

Forhispart. PrimeMinister
Trudeau noted productive
work over the past years
to expand ties between the
two countries; highlighting
the "tremendous amount of
opportunities for us to deepen
and strengthen our bilateral
relationship whether it’s
around investments. whether
it’s around people to people
connections. "

"Your leadership has been
tremendous on that. and of
course in the region as well"
the prime minister added:
addressing the King.

"Complicated situations
going on around the world
these days: following the

Over 585,000 live sheep exported

pandemic: following Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine: and I
look forward to very good
conversations amongst
friends about how we can
work together to bring peace
and stability in the region and
around the world:" Prime
Minister Trudeau said.

Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadic Director of the Office
of His Majesty Jafar Hassan:
Jordan’s Ambassador to
Canada Majed Qatarneh: and
a number of senior Canadian
officials attended the talks.

As part of His Majesty’s
visitc the Jordanian and
Canadian governments
signed a Sovereign Loan
agreement valued at up to 120
million Canadian dollars.

At the conclusion of the
talks the following joint
statement was released:

"Canada and Jordan:
Advancing Cooperation
and  Addressing  Global
Challenges Together

In the spirit of enduring

partnership and commitment
toadvancing ties of friendship
and addressing key global
issues: Prime Minister Justin
Trudeau and His Majesty
King Abdullah II of Jordan
met in Ottawa today.

The two leaders held
extensive talks on ways
to advance bilateral

cooperation and expressed
their commitment to work
together to further develop
the Canada-Jordan bilateral
trade and investment
relationship.

Canada has been an
important trade and
investment partner for Jordan
since the implementation
of the Canada-Jordan
Free Trade Agreement:
and today. Prime Minister
Trudeau and King Abdullah
IT discussed opportunities to
further enhance trade and
investment between our two
countries.

The two leaders reaffirmed
their commitment to
bolstering international

from Mafrag Governorate to Arab
Gulf markets in 2022

security and stability and to
continuing to work together
to overcome regional and
global challenges and crises.

His Majesty and the
Prime Minister expressed
deep concern about the
deteriorating situation in
the West Bank and Gaza.
They stressed the importance
of increasing efforts to
achieve a just. lasting: and
comprehensive Middle East
peace on the basis of the
two-state  solution. They
emphasised the need to stop
all unilateral and provocative
measures that undermine the
two-state solution: increase
tension: and lead to violence.

They also encouraged
efforts to relaunch peace
negotiations to achieve the
two-state solution that will
ensure an independent:
viable:  and sovereign
Palestinian state living side by
side with Israel in peace and
security in accordance with
international law: relevant
United Nations resolutions:

and agreed upon terms of
reference.

In that regard: the Prime
Minister and His Majesty
stressed the importance of
preserving the historical
status quo in Jerusalem and
its holy sites. The Prime
Minister reiterated Canada’s
support for the Hashemite
Custodianship of the Holy
Sites.

King Abdullah II and
Prime Minister Trudeau
also stressed the importance
of finding a political
solution to the crisis in
Syria in accordance with
United Nations Security
Council Resolution 2254.
Prime Minister Trudeau
expressed Canada’s
appreciation for Jordan’s
generosity in hosting Syrian
refugees. He reaffirmed
that Canada’s engagement
in the Middle East will
continue  to respond
to the region’s existing
security and humanitarian
challenges: including the
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Syrian refugee crisis and
the economic crisis in
Lebanon. The two leaders
affirmed their support for
Iraq and its stability.

The Prime Minister and
His Majesty also discussed
the war in Ukraine and
its implications for global
security. His Majesty and
the Prime Minister jointly
called for an immediate end
to the war and for respecting
international law: the UN
charter. and the sovereignty
and territorial integrity of
Ukraine.

The Prime Minister and
His Majesty affirmed that
Jordan and Canada will
continue  their  bilateral
cooperation: alongside other
partners. to combat violent
extremism and terrorism.
Both countries will continue
to participate in the Global
Coalition Against Daesh to
ensure its enduring defeat.
The two countries will
also continue cooperation
through the Aqgaba Process.

King Abdullah II and

Prime Minister Trudeau
reiterated their shared
commitment to building

upon the bilateral relations
between Jordan and Canada
in various areas. Canada and
Jordan signed a Sovereign
Loan agreement valued at up
to CAD $120 million over 10
years.

This loan will be funded
through  Global  Affairs
Canada’s Sovereign
Loans Programme: an
innovative  finance  tool
that supports government-
led development efforts
in middle-income partner
countries.

His Majesty expressed
gratitude  for  Canada’s
continued  support  for
Jordan.

The  Prime  Minister

stressed the importance of
Jordan’s economic reforms
and its modernisation vision.
He valued Jordan’s role as a
force for peace and stability
in the region."

Escalation that claimed Palestinian,

Israeli lives should end-Foreign Ministry

Mafraq

The Mafraq governorate exported
585.687 heads of livestock to Arab
Gulf states in 2022 according to the
Mafraq Agriculture Department.

The Saudi market had the lion's
share of exported live sheep. at
416,781 heads: followed by Qatar
at 78,385 Kuwait 75.315; Bahrain
12.485andthe United Arab Emirates
2,721, said the department's director
Ibtihal Khreishah.

She pointed out that the exports
to the Gulf countries rose last year:

which helped livestock breeders
to improve their income and
livelihood.

The sheep were subjected to
procedures at the Sarra Veterinary
Model Quarantine in line with
up-to-date standards and health
requirements demanded by
foreign markets. including a 21-
day quarantine period: health
supervision and immunization
against epidemics. after which a
disease-free certificate is issued:
Khreishah explained.

2 Israeli settlers injured in attack
in occupied East Jerusalem

Occupied Jerusalem

Two Jewish settlers were seriously
injured on Saturday in a shooting
incident in Silwan neighborhood
in occupied East Jerusalem: a day
after a Palestinian gunman shot
dead seven Israelis and wounded
seventeen others: according to
Israeli media.

The Yedioth Ahronoth daily
reported that shooting was heard in
Silwan: south of Al Agsa Mosque in
Jerusalem's Old City: which turned
to be a new attack.

Meantime: Israeli forces

raided the home of 21-year-old
Khairi Alqgam¢ who was killed in
yesterday's deadly attack in the
settlement of Nevi Yacob: north of
Jerusalem: and arrested 15 young
men who were in the house:
bringing the total number of those
rounded up to 42 many of them
were relatives of the gunman
according to the Palestinian
Prisoners Club.

Israeli police were on high alert
since the early morning across East
Jerusalem in anticipation of further
attacks.

Amman In a statement:

Ministry of Foreign the  ministry's oiﬁcial
Affairs and Expatriates on spo.ke.spersonf Sinan
Saturday stressed the need ~Majali said Jordan
totake "urgentandeffective" condemns  the  attack
steps to halt the "dangerous that  targeted civilians
and condemnable" state in a synagogue in East
of escalation  which Jerusalem: as well as all acts
has claimed the lives of ©f violence on civilians in
Palestinian and  Israeli the' ogcupied Palestinian
civilians and threatens territories.
to evolve into cycles of Jordan: he noted:
violence: for which all will condemns violence

pay the price.

against civilians in all its

stresses the

forms and
need to respect sanctity of
worship places.
In addition,
stressed the need to take

Majali

"iImmediate” action to
prevent the escalating
cycle of violence from
exacerbating: intensify
efforts to restore calmq
and halt all unilateral and
provocative measures that
ignite further escalation
and tension.

Majali also  stressed
the need to stop the
"dangerous" deterioration
that instills despair
and fuels extremism by
joining efforts to restore
confidence in a "feasible"
peace process by resuming
"serious and effective”
negotiations to achieve a
just and comprehensive
peace based on the two-
state solution to enjoy
peace and security.
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Minister: Productive families enterprises create
jobs for youth, empower women economically

Amman
Minister
Development
Bani Mustafa

endeavors to

families through
implemented
the ministry.
and local
development centers.

She said during the

of Social
Wafaa
said on
Saturday that the ministry
enhance
the productivity of poor
small
enterprises that are being
through
charities
community

opening ceremony of
an exhibition of small
business products that
such fairs move families
from receiving financial
aid into production:
create jobs for youth
and empower women
economically.

The minister pointed
out thata group of families
benefiting from National
Aid Fund programs
are participating in the

exhibition: pledging to
"work in the coming
period to develop small
enterprises to gradually
become large ones.
Mustafa pointed to
the quality of products:
ehich: she said: should be
electronically  marketed
globally. Some 130 small
businesses  from  the
Kingdom's governorates
are taking part in the
exhibitioni which s

funded by the Novo
Nordisk Foundation: led
by the Danish Refugee
Councili in partnership
with the Jordan River
Foundation and Mercy
Corps. The exhibition is
meant to give participants
new space to display
and sell their products:
network with available
economic opportunities
and access and compete in
the labor market.

Jordan’s exports to GAFTA up to

p—

Amman

Value of national exports
to Greater Arab Free Trade
Area (GAFTA) countries
during the first 11 months
of 2022 increased by 22.6%
at JD2.5 billioni compared
to the same period in
2021¢ which amounted to
JD2 billion: according to
foreign trade data issued by
the Department of Statistics
(DoS).

Meanwhile: value of the
Kingdom's imports from
GAFTA  nations went
up during the January-
November period of 2022
by 38.1% to reach JD5.4
billion: compared to JD3.9
billion for the same period
in 2021.

According to  DoS
figuresc the Kingdom's
trade balance deficit with
GAFTA nationsrose during

JD2.5bIn in first 11 mnths of 2022-DoS

the first 11 months 2022 to
reach about JD2.9 billion:
compared to JD1.9 billion
for the corresponding
period in 2021.

Saudi Arabia was the
top importer of Jordanian
exports during the first 11
months in 2022¢ which
amounted to about JD768
million. followed by Iraq
at about JD565 million:
then Palestine at about

JD182 million and the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) at about JD165
million.

In additioni  Saudi
Arabia was the top exporter

to Jordan: as the value of

the Kingdom's imports
from the Arab Gulf nation
amounted to approximately
JD2.7 billion: followed by
the UAE at about JDI1.5
billion.

Amman

Saudi Arabia is a key and strategic
market for the Jordanian industry:
and it holds great opportunities
in various sectors. according to
wood industries and furniture
sector representative at the Jordan

Chamber of Industry. Taher
Khaled.
He said after a Jordanian

delegation's visit to the Jeddah:
Madina and Makkah Chambers
of Commerce and Industry that
the Saudi market provides a
great opportunity for Jordanian

Local

Chamber: Saudi Arabia
a strategic market with
opportunities for Jordan industry

industry. adding that the visit "will
be followed by positive steps and
outcomes soon."

In a statement, Khaled noted that
Jordan imports raw materials from
Saudi Arabia: especially the plastic
industry. pointing to “existing
opportunities for industrial
integration that can be built on."

The Jordanian industry is a
promising and developing sector:
whose exports account for 90
percent of the Kingdom's total
exports: with a value of more than
$7billion annually.

Turnout for Umrah trips during
last 6 months <high>-JSTA

Amman

Citizens' turnout for Umrah
trips from August 2022 to the end
of current January is "on the rise."
Head of the religious tourism
committee at the Jordan Society of
Tourism and Travel Agents (JSTA)«
Belal Rubin.

Rubini in an interview with
"Petra” on Saturday: said the "high
and increasing” demand for Umrah
tripslast month was driven by school
holidays: and the "appropriate and
affordable" prices for Umrah trips.

During the last 6 months. he said
number of people who performed

Umrah ranged between 80k to 85k
pilgrims by land and air. adding
that the demand for Umrah trips
will remain "strong and active"
until the end of the next month of
Ramadan.

Rubin indicated that the price
of the Umrah trip by land ranges
between JD250275- per person in
a quadruple room in 3-star hotels
while air trip costs JD450 to JD470
per person for the same hotel
accommodation.

2 2000 buses transported
pilgrims by land during the past six
months: he announced.

WARM WEATHER FORECAST SATURDAY;
GRADUALLY DROPS TOMORROW-JMD

Amman

The weather will be relatively warm and dusty in
some areas; especially in the Kingdom's southern
and eastern regions with southwesterly moderate
winds. the Jordan Meteorological Department
(JMD) said in its daily update.

According to the JMD report. a slight drop in
temperature is forecast on Sunday: as pleasant
weather will prevail almost nationwide and
relatively warm conditions in the Jordan Valley: the

Dead Sea and Aqaba.

AsforMonday: anotherslightdropintemperature
is forecast and weather will be relatively cold almost
countrywide and weather will be pleasant in the
Jordan Valley: the Dead Sea and Aqaba.

During evening hours. the Kingdom will be
gradually affected by a weak state of atmospheric
instability with a possibility of light and scattered
rain showers in the Kingdom's southern areas.

On Tuesday: the Kingdom is affected by a
very cold and humid air mass associated with air
depression centered in the north of Cyprus. where
a significant drop in temperatures is expected and
rain falls in the Kingdom's northern and central
areas; which may be accompanied by thunder
and hail. Downpour extends at night to southern

regions.

Also today: temperatures will hit a high of 21
degrees Celsius: sliding to 6C at night in Amman.
while the port city of Aqaba will see a fair 26C:

dipping to 13C at night.
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