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King briefed on programme to implement
economic vision in industry, labour, and tourism

Amman

His Majesty King
Abdullah on Wednesday was
briefed on the government’s
programme to implement
the Economic Modernisation
Vision in the industry:
labour: and tourism sectors:
within a specific timeframe.

During a meeting at Al
Husseiniya Palace attended
by His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Al Hussein bin
Abdullah II: King Abdullah
stressed the importance
of working to ensure the
projects under the vision are
implemented  successfully
by having the required tools:
qualified human resources:
and funding.

His Majesty ~ urged

economic vision: in order to

identifying the roles and

responsibilities ~ of each maintain transparency and
employee at the relevant accountability.
ministriess  and tying His Majesty said the

performance assessments to
project implementation.

delivery unit at the Prime
Ministry must follow up with

The King also called each ministry on progress in
for keeping the public implementationand checkfor
informed on the progress any delays or inconsistencies.
of implementing the Prime Minister Bisher

Khasawneh gave a briefing on
the monthly programme of
priorities for the concerned
ministriess  noting that
nine ministries so far have
identified these priorities and
the projects that fall under
them within the Economic
Modernisation Vision.

The prime minister noted

that work is underway to
set up an electronic system
to monitor delivery and
execution: submitting
monthly and  quarterly
reports on progress.

Minister of  Industry:
Trade. and Supply and
Minister of Labour Yousef
Shamalic and Tourism

=X~

strategy for exports
over the next two years:
and preparing industry

policies to focus on high-
value sectors such as the
textile and pharmaceutical
industries.

He also referred to plans to
establish a technical training
centre specialised in hybrid
and electric vehicles: as well
as heavy machinery.

Queisi said the tourism
ministry’s priorities within
the economic vision include
developing the tourism
product and the historical
narrative of archaeological
sites¢ encouraging tourists
to extend their stays: and
streamlining measures for
investors in the sector.

The minister also pointed

Minister Makram Queisi gave
a briefing on their ministries’
programmes and tasks within
the economic vision.

Shamali said the industry
and labour  ministries’
priorities include building
and developing a centre for
exhibitions. devising and
implementing a national

to plans to regulate adventure
tourism¢ bolster cooperation
with the Public
security  and
promotional campaigns. and

developing conference and
medical tourism.

Security
Directorate to ensure tourists’
safeguard
tourism sites implementing

JCD lists 118 companies on
its Golden List since 2005

Amman its requirements: since its after a committee inspected said the program offers

A total of 118 launchin2005. their adherence to facilities and privileges:
companies have  been According to a customs legislation. safety operating based on risk
listed on the Jordan JCD  statement issued requirements: and foreign management  principles
Customs Department's Wednesday: six companies trade import-related voluntary compliance
(JCD) Golden Listq a Were listed in 2022. systems. to work requirements:
program  that rewards 1t added that the new Director General of JCD and international safety
enterprises adhering to companies were chosen Maj. Gen. Jalal Qudah standards. The

Senate Legal co

mmittee okays

amendments to Jordanian Nationality Law

Amman

The Senate's Legal Committee
on Wednesday approved a a bill
amending the Jordanian Nationality
Law for 2023 as referred by the
Lower House.

The approval came during the
committee's meetingc headed by
Ahmed Tubaishat: in the presence
of the Minister of State for Legal
Affairsc Nancy Namrougqa.
draft aims to facilitate

procedures and address loopholes
in the current law: based on the
new amendments. As per the bilk
Jordanian women married to non-
Jordanians would be able to retain
their Jordanian nationality. The
draft law's mandating reasons allow
Jordanian women married to non-
Jordanians; who renounced their
Jordanian nationality. to restore
their Jordanian nationality without
limiting this process to divorce.

INDIAN-JORDANIAN TRADE UP BY 60% IN 2022, SAYS ENVOY

dignity and self-reliance.
We are hopeful that direct
talks between the Palestinian
and Israeli sides will resume
to find a comprehensive and
negotiated solution."

India has also been at

Amman Jordan Phosphate Mines that our relationship 3000 Jordanian experts/ Alumni Association was

The volume of trade Company (JPMC) and has been an ascendant professionals would be launched in August 2022
between Jordan and India Indian Farmers Fertilisers partnership that continues nurtured at the Center in a forum bringing together
stood at US$2.716 billion Cooperative (IFFCO) to grow unabated even a span of five years. Under distinguished Jordanian
in 2022 recording an established a joint venture during the difficult times this participative modeli alumni members who
exceptional annual growth of ~ Project worth  US$860 of Covid-19 and the global the Government of India graduated from prominent
60.13%; Indian ambassador million for manufacturing economic downturn. is  sponsoring  training universities in India.
to Amman: Anwar Halim Phosphoric Acid. Today: our ties cover a wide programs for 150 Master Responding to a
said; indicating that the two The JPMC and range of areas: including trainers/experts from Jordan question about the Indian
countries have set a trade Arab Potash Company political cooperation: at premium institutes of Community in Jordan
target of $5 billion to reach signed memoranda trade and  investment. technology in Indiac who the official mentioned
by 2025. of  understanding and technology: culture; health, in turn would be imparting that 15,500 Indians

In an interview with agreementswith a numberof agri-commodities: textile. further training to Jordanian reside in Jordan working
the Jordan News Agency, Indian fertilizer companies chemicals and fertilizersc youth at HTU using the in textile: construction
on the occasion of his and manufacturers worth defense  and  security: facilities at the IJ-CoEIT: manufacturing fertilizer
country's National Day: US$2.5 billion: he further development partnership. thus making the center companies: healthcare
Halim stated "since the first saide adding ‘"over 15 and so on."he added. completely managed by sector¢ universitiess IT.
trade agreement signed garment companies: In view of the continued Jordanian expertise" he finances and multilateral
between the two countries owned by Indiansc with a momentum marked added. organizations.
in 1960, several agreements cumulative investment of by regular high-level The envoy also stressed Speaking on cooperation

have followed until date
enhancing our economic
cooperation” stressing that
bilateral trade has grown
rapidly  despite  global
economic downturn with
India emerging as Jordan’s
4th largest trading partner in
2021.

He added that the Indian-
Jordanian relationship
has been an ascendant

partnership that continues
to grow unabated even
during the difficult times
of Covid-19 and the global
economic downturn.
Speakingabout the volume
of Indian investments in
Jordan: he pointed out that
the Indian investments in
phosphates and textiles
amount to more than US$1.3
billion. noting that the

around US$500 million
are located in the Qualified
Industrial Zones (QIZs).
All finished products are
exported outside Jordan
which amounts to more
than a billion USD worth of

garments."

Commending the
bilateral relations.  the
envoy underscored that

India considers Jordan an
important partner in the
region: saying "both our
countries are committed
to  multilateralism; share
common  concerns  in
international ~ fora. and
strive for global peace and
stability. Our exchanges and
interactions have diversified
in terms of depth: substance:
and content in recent years."

"It is worth mentioning

interactions: reinforced by
meetings of His Majesty
King Abdullah II and the
Indian Prime Minister. the
ambassador expected abright
India-Jordan  partnership:
noting "We look forward
to further strengthening
and diversification of our
closeness in the coming
years."

Talking about the joint
educational; cultural and
technical cooperation;
Halim pointed to the India-
Jordan Center of Excellence
in Information Technology
(IJ-CoEIT): a state of the
art IT facility that has been
established by the Ministry
of External Affairs and
fully funded by the Indian
government.

"It is envisioned that

that India is committed to
sharing its developmental
experience  with  Jordan
through  capacity-building
programs under our India
Technical and Economic
Cooperation program
(ITEC): which is an avenue
to strengthen the contact
between the two countries'
citizens. The Indian Council
for  Cultural  Relations
(ICCR) offered five annual
scholarships to Jordanian
students for higher education
in India during the last year.
he noted: highlighting that
there are over 500 Jordanian
students studying in different
universities in India.

The number of Jordanian
alumni of Indian universities
is over 2500/ he said:
noting that India-Jordan

in the
Terrorismi he said that India
is an active participant in the
Aqaba process: emphasizing
theimportance of the Process
in facilitating regular and
comprehensive dialogue on
Counter-Terrorism among
global stakeholders.

field of Counter-

On the Palestinian issue:

the envoy underscored that
"India
the constructive role and
the diplomatic efforts by
Jordan led by His Majesty
to find a peaceful solution to
the Palestine issue." adding
"India’s ties with the friendly
people of Palestine are rooted
in our common history. We
have always supported the
Palestinian people in their
pursuit of economic and
social

highly appreciates

development with

the forefront of extending
developmental  assistance
to Palestine over the years:
he stressed: indicating "our
flagship projects such as
India- Palestine Techno Park:
Palestine National Printing
Press« and four schools are

already functional while
other projects: including
the Palestine Diplomatic
Academy: Women
Empowerment Centre
(Turathi) and a Super

Speciality Hospital are under
implementation. We have
substantially enhanced our
contribution to UNRWA in
recent years to strengthen
its hands for humanitarian
activities. " India has assumed
the Presidency of the G-20.
he saidi adding that Prime
Minister Narendra Modi has
emphasized that India’s G20
Presidency will be inclusive:
ambitious:  decisive and
action-oriented. "The theme
of our G20 Presidency:
‘One Earth One Family:
One Future’: symbolizes
hope and our goal to bring
the world together for
global good to shape a new
paradigm - of human-
centric globalization." he
noted.
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King departs for Qatar, Canada, and US

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah
on Wednesday departed on
a working visit to Qatar. at

the start of a tour that also
includes
United States. In Doha: King
Abdullah is

Canada and the

scheduled to

King, Iraq PM discuss
ties in phone call

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah: in a
phone call on Wednesday with Iraq
Prime Minister Mohammed S. Al
Sudani: discussed the deep-rooted
bilateral ties and the latest regional
and international developments.

King Abdullah also
congratulated the prime minister
on the Iraqi national football
team’s win in the 25th Arabian
Gulf Cup¢ commending Iraq’s
exceptional efforts in hosting the
championship.

Senate Energy committee revokes oil shale
concession agreement with JOSCO

Amman

The Senate's Energy and Mineral
Resources Committee approved a
bill revoking the law ratifying the oil
shale concession agreement signed
by the government: represented by
the Natural Resources Authority
(NRA)( and the Jordan Oil Shale
CompanyB.V (JOSCO) for 2022, as
referred by the Lower House.

This green-light came during
the committee's meeting on
Wednesday. headed by Malik
Kabariti; in the presence of Minister
of State for Legal Affairs Nancy
Namrougqa.

The bill's mandating reasons

came after JOSCO terminated the
oil shale concession agreement
signed with Jordanian government
represented by NRA.

As per the agreement. the
company is entitled to terminate the
concession agreement after the end
of the assessment period and ahead
of the first pilot phase: according to
a 90-day notice sent by JOSCO to
the government.

Due to the expiry of the notice
period: the concession agreement
is deemed terminated by law: given
that JOSCO ended the oil shale
concession agreement with the
Jordanian government

Saudi envoy, AAU administration
talk joint academic cooperation

Amman

Saudi Ambassador to Jordan:
Nayef bin Bandar Al-Sudairi
on Wednesday discussed with
Chairman of the Board of Trustees
of Amman Arab University (AAU).

Omar Jazic
and its Presidentt Mohammed
Wedian«  aspects of  joint

cooperation aimed to serve
strengthened partnership. During
the meeting in Al-Sudairi's office:
the envoy expressed pride in the
"high" educational and academic
level of Jordanian universities;
their "prestigious" reputation and
the "tangible" progress achieved by
Jordan's higher education sector.

Jordan receives credentials of
newly-appointed Finnish envoy

Amman

Secretary- General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs Lina Hadid
on Wednesday received a copy of
the credentials of the new envoy
of Finland Anne Meskanen: as

an accredited and non-resident
ambassador to the Kingdom.

During a meeting with the newly-
appointed envoy:. Hadid offered her
well-wishes to Meskanen on her
mission to boost relations between
the two countries.

Foreign ministry receives credentials
of newly-appointed Sri Lankan envoy

Amman

Secretary- General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs Lina Hadid
on Wednesday received a copy of
the credentials of the new envoy
of Sri Lanka J.A.D.S. Priyangika

Wijegunasekera: asanaccreditedand
residentambassadortothe Kingdom.
During a meeting with the newly-
appointed envoy. Hadid offered
her well-wishes to Wijegunasekera
on her mission to boost relations
between the two countries.

meet with Qatar Emir Sheikh
Tamim bin Hamad Al Thani.
From Doha:
heads to Ottawa on an official

His Majesty

visit; where he will meet with
Canada
Mary Simon and hold talks
with Prime Minister Justin

Governor General

Trudeau. In
DG
meetings with members of key
US Congress committees. His

Washington.

the King will hold

Royal Highness Crown Prince
Al Hussein bin Abdullah II
was sworn in as Regent: in the
presence of Cabinet members.

VTC head, Canadian official
talk vocational cooperation

Irbid

Director General of
the Vocational Training
Corporation (VTC)
Ahmed  Gharaibeh( on
Wednesday discussed
with  Deputy  Director
International  Assistance
at Global Affairs Canada
Jane Palmer. and her
accompanying delegation:
ways to develop
cooperation aspects

between VTC and World
University ~ Service  of
Canada (WUSC) within
the project of women
economic empowerment
and career development in
Jordan (Women Leaders).

During the meeting
which  was  held at
Irbid Girls Institute for
Vocational Training;
Palmer was briefed on the
accredited and gender-
sensitive training programs
provided by "Women
Leaders" project in the
sectors of health. early
childhood  development
and care services for
Jordanian young women.

Palmer also met a
number of employers:
trainees and trainers:

and toured the institute's

workshops and nursery.
Expressing VTC's pride

in partnership with the

Canadian  side  within
Women Leaders project:
Gharaibehsstressedkeenness
to enhance cooperation
and partnership to develop
training  programs  to
keep pace with modern
technology: future skills
and needs of the local and
regional labor market in the
coming years. Partnership
in this project began in 2018
to enable young women
to join the VTC's quality
training programs in all the
Kingdom's  governorates:
he saidi adding that this
cooperation helped VTC
win El Hassan Bin Talal
Award  for  Scientific

Excellence for 2022 which
is awarded to vocational

and technical education
institutions. Gharaibeh
said VTC is continuing

to implement its strategic
plan  and  strengthen
its partnership with all
development sectors and
donors to provide quality
opportunities for youth
and work to develop
Jordan's training services.
For her part; Director of
WUSC in Jordan: Nancy
Momani¢ lauded VTC's
role in empowering women
in Jordan and providing
them with quality training
programs.

Senate president, Belgian
envoy talk tles cooperation

Amman

Senate President: Faisal
Fayezc on  Wednesday
discussed with Belgian
Ambassador to Jordan:
Serge Dickschen: various
aspects of bilateral relations
and the region's current
situation.

During the meeting
Fayez valued the "high"
level of Jordanian-
Belgian relations: based
on mutual respect and
common interests:
stressing the importance
of strengthening ties in
various fields.

The meeting tackled a
slew of issuesc foremost
was the importance
of increasing bilateral
investments and trade
exchanges: and building
economic partnerships
between the two countries

S

in various fields according
to a Senate statement.

Fayez also  pointed
to Jordan's continued
keenness to strengthen

relations with Belgium and
maintain coordination and
consultation on various
issues of common concern.

In addition  Fayez

stressed the importance
of strengthening joint
economic cooperation
and activating bilateral
agreements in  various
fields.

Highlighting the region's
current situation: he voiced
Jordan's "firm" positions
under His Majesty King

Abdullah IT's leadership in
this regard: based on the
necessity of establishing
regional  security and
stability and enabling its
people to live in freedom
and security.

For his part. Belgian
envoy lauded great role
and continuous efforts
made by His Majesty King
Abdullah II to resolve the
region's various issues
and establish a just and
comprehensive peacein the
Middle East.

Dickschen stressed
his country's keenness to
strengthen its relations
with Jordan: especially in
the field of strengthening
economic and investment
partnership. and activating
joint cooperation between
the two countries' industry
and commerce chambers.

Jordan participates in 2023
Cairo International Book Fair

Cairo

Jordan is participating
as a guest of honor in the
activities of 2023 Cairo
International Book Fair: in
its 54th edition.

Egyptian Prime
Minister: Mustafa
Madbouly:  inaugurated

the fair's activities on behalf
of the Egyptian President
Abdel Fattah EI-Sisic in
the presence of Jordanian
Minister of Culture. Haifa
Najjar and the Kingdom's
Ambassador to  Cairo:
Amjad Adalehi and a
number of culture ministers
and representatives of the
participating countries.

Touring Jordan's Guest
of Honor Pavilion: Najjar
briefed Egyptian premier
on its displays and the
participating Jordanian
activities.

Madbouly

valued
Jordan's participation in
the event as the guest of
honor. pointing to the
"solid" Jordanian-Egyptian
relations: joint cooperation
and coordination between

the two countries'
leaderships .
He also expressed Egypt's

pride in Jordan's culture:
diversity of its identity and

its influential Arab role.

For her partc Najjar
thanked Egyptian
cultural authorities for
providing facilitations to
succeed Jordan's "wide"
participation: which
featured  about 10.000
recent publications and
about 250 others sponsored
by the ministry.

Jordan's  participation

came under the theme:
"Jordan, Civilization of
the Past and Creativity of
the Future". and featured
literary.  cultural and
folkloric activities aimed to
introduce diverse Jordanian
heritage  and  creative
product: in addition to
Jordan's pavilion launched
to display quality books and
publications.
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