EMV)s executive
program launches 7
Initiatives to promote
Jordan,s tourism sector
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Local

Irbid

The executive program of
the economic modernization
vision (20232025-)¢ which
was recently endorsed by the
government:  incorporates
key priorities to prop up
the  industrial sector's
competitiveness and
maximize opportunities in
economic and developmental

Israeli forces kill 42-year-old
Palestinian near Ramallah

fieldsc Minister of Industry:
Trade and Supply and
Minister of Labor Yousef
Shamali said.

He told a meeting
Saturday with industrialists
in Irbid Governorate that 418
priorities are incorporated
into the executive program
at a total value of JD2.3
billion adding that initiatives

Ll

Shamali: JD315m for industrial sector this
year under economic executive program

worth JD670 million will be
implemented this year.

Shamali said that the
high-value industrial plan
aims to prepare Jordan to
be a regional industries hub
through 64 initiatives and
116 priorities at a total cost
of JD315 million: including
JD91 million this year.

Top priorities under the

scheme include an industry
support fund: the national
employment program
and the preparation and
implementation  of  the
national export strategy. he
pointed out.

The minister said that
the industry support fund:
for which JD30 million are
allocated annually. aims to

reduce production and other
costsandenhancethenational
industry's  competitiveness
to enter new markets:
coinciding with the global
economy's recovery and
positive indicators achieved
by many local sectors after
the Covid-19 crisis. Shamali
said a key objective of his
ministry under the vision

2023 Ll 5418 (22) oY
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of economic modernization
is to open new markets for
national exports and finalize
the necessary agreements
with world countries to enter
their markets.

He noted that national
exports soared to JD6.82
billion during the first ten
months of 2022 at a growth
rate of 40.7 percent.

Jordanian industrial delegation begins

Ramallah

A Palestinian man was shot and
killedbyIsraelitroopsintheoccupied
West Bank on Saturday: raisingto 18
the number of Palestinian fatalities
by army fire since the start of the
year: according to the Palestinian
Health Ministry.

It said 42-year-old Tareq Odeh
Maali succumbed to his wounds
after being shot by Israeli soldiers
in the village of Kufr Nimah west of
Ramallah.

Four children were among
those killed by Israeli soldiers since
January 1st.

FM, German
counterpart hold talks

Amman

Foreign Minister Ayman Safadi
and German counterpart Annalena
Baerbock reaffirmed over a phone
call on Friday the solid partnership
between the two countries and
agreed to continue to

develop cooperation and enhance
coordination.

Safadi and Baerbock discussed
the existing cooperation between
Jordan and Germany in economic:
development and defense fields
and prospects for expanding this
cooperation.

Safadi commended Germany's
support to the Kingdom to deal
with economic challenges and the
impacts of regionali economic
demographic and security crises.

The two ministers covered many
regional and international issues

including the Palestinian cause: the
Syrian and Ukrainian crises.

Safadi expressed appreciation
for Germany's supportive positions
to the two-state solution and for
respecting the historical and legal
situation in Jerusalem and its holy
sites.

The two ministers agreed to
continue coordination bilaterally
and across the Munich Group in
its efforts to relaunch the peace
process:. in order to achieve a just
and comprehensive peace based
on the two-state solution. They
also agreed to meet next month
in Munich on the sidelines of
the Munich Security Conference
to complement their talks as part
of the ongoing consultation and
coordination  process between
them.

Energy bills rise for 2.5
million homes in Britain

London
About 2.5 million households
in Britain have seen their annual
energy bill go up by an average of
£116 despite the government fixing
prices until April.

According to BBC: those on
Economy 7 electricity tariffsc who
pay different night-time and day-
time rates. saw a 7.6 per cent hike
this year. Suppliers of this tariff can

set their own rates and were allowed
to increase them on 1 January.
Energy bills soared last year:

leading to the government
guaranteeing prices.
Under the Energy Price

Guarantee. a household using a
typical amount of gas and electricity
would pay £2:500 annually. This
guarantee lasts until April: when it
will go up to £3.000.

Relatively cold weather forecast
almost countrywide to Tuesday-JMD

Amman

Weather on Saturday is
set to remain sunny and
45- degrees higher than the
seasonal  average. however
relatively cold conditions will
prevail almost nationwide
and pleasant in the Jordan
Valley: the Dead Sea: and
Aqaba: Jordan Meteorological
Department (JMD) said in its

daily update.
According to the JMD
reportc Sunday's  weather

will be relatively cold almost
countrywide and pleasant in
the Jordan Valley: the Dead Sea

and Aqaba.

On Monday: a slight drop
in temperatures will occur:
however similar weather will
substantially prevail as the day
earlier. AsforTuesday: Jordan's
weather will remain relatively
cold almost countrywide: while
it will be pleasant in the Jordan
Valley: the Dead Sea; and
Aqaba.

Temperatures in Amman
todaywillhit 18 degrees Celsius:
dropping to 6C at night. while
the port city of Aqaba will see a
fair 25C. sliding to 13C during
night hours.

working visit to Saudi Arabia-ACl

Amman

A Jordanian industrial
delegation is scheduled
to begin a working visit to
Saudi Arabiaon Saturday to
discuss ways to develop the
two countries' economic
relations and build joint
industrial partnerships.

The delegation: headed
by chairman of Jordan
and Amman Chambers of

Industry. Fathi Jaghbir
comprises industrial
companies operating
in multiple production

sectors while the visit
organized by Amman
Chamber of Industry
(ACI)¢ will include Saudi
cities of Jeddah. Makkah
and Madinah.

In a statement
today. the ACI said the
delegation’s 7-day visit
will see participation in
Makkah Expo for Hotels &
Restaurants: which is slated
to open next Tuesday.

Jaghbir stressed

the importance of
strengthening Jordanian-
Saudi economic relations
and  increasing  their
trade exchanges. which
amounted to $4.2 billion
in 2021¢ in light of the
"distinguished: brotherly"
bilateral relations in various
fields.

Jaghbir said the visit
comes as a continuation of

the previous "successful
visit last year. which saw
joint business meetings with
Saudi  businesspeople in
Riyadh: Jeddahi Dammam
and Makkah: during which
memoranda of understanding
(MoU) and cooperation
were signed between Jordan
and Amman chambers of
industry and  commerce
chambers in these Saudi

cities. Lauding cooperation
of various Saudi authorities
in facilitating procedures
for the delegation’s visit:
he also referred to efforts
made by Jordanian embassy
in the capitali Riyadh: as
well as Federation of Saudi
Chambers (FSC) and heads

of commerce chambers
in Jeddahi Makkah and
Madinah.

Jordan’s trade balance deficit with GAFTA up

AT

Amman
The Kingdom’s trade
balance deficit with

Greater Arab Free Trade
Area (GAFTA) countries
reached JD2.8billionduring
the first 10 months of 2022,
compared to about JD1.6
billion for the same period
in 2021¢ the Department of
Statistics (DoS) announced
on Saturday.

According to the DoS
foreign trade data: value
of national exports to
the GAFTA countries

e aias Ml = i

during January - October
period 2022 increased
by 19.6% to reach
about J]D2.225 billion:
compared to JDI1.861
billion during the same
period in 2021.
Meanwhile; the value
of the Kingdom's imports
from the GAFTA countries
rose by 44.8% to reach
about JD5.002 billion to last
October 2022 compared to
the same period in 2021«
which amounted to about
JD3.454 billion: the DoS

figures showed.

Among the GAFTA
countries in which
Jordan's trade balance
achieved a surplus are
Iraq: Syria. Qatar:
Sultanate  of  Oman
Yemen: Kuwait¢ Libya:
Palestine; and Sudan.

While Jordan's trade
balance recorded a

deficit with Saudi Arabia
Bahrainc UAE. Egypt
Lebanon: Tunisia: Algeria
and Morocco.

According to the DoS

figuresc Saudi ~ Arabia
topped the list of Jordan's
exports to GAFTA

countries in the first ten
months 0of 2022 amounting
to about JD699 million.

In addition;  Saudi
Arabia was the top exporter
to Jordan: as the Kingdom’s
imports from Saudi Arabia
amounted to about JD2.487
billion and thus the trade
balance deficit with Saudi
Arabia reached about JD1.8
billion during the first 10
months of 2022.
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Statistics: 2,151 rumors
in Jordan in 5 years

Amman

Jordan continues to
wage a long war against
misinformation and fake
news: with 2151 rumors
circulating in the past five
years: mostly on social
media and news websites

according  to  latest
statistics.
The rumors were

spreading in Jordanian
society. either through
media outlets or social
media platforms between
Augustc  2018;  and
the end of December:
2022 of which 503 were
published by local media
outlets and 1:457 were
posted on social media
platforms: according to
data by the Jordanian

Media Credibility
Monitor. Akeed.
Detailed reports on

rumors in the Kingdom
obtained by Petra through
Akeed:  the Jordan
Media Institute platform
that tracked fake news'
origins publishers and
spread: found that they
usually thrive in abnormal
circumstances: such as
times of crisesc wars
natural disasters: etc.
However: they revealed
that rumors do not
disappear in ordinary
circumstances: and
spread more in certain
sociali  political and
cultural  environments

than othersc and their
spread depends on the
degree of ambiguity and
subject matter.

Specialists ~ provided
Petra with data on the
circumstances of rumors
spread: the extent of
their impact on various

information that may
be intended to offend
a certain entity or
personality.

Monitoring rumors in
the Kingdom is a key focus
at the heart of Akeed's
tasks the year round:
as reports are compiled

walks of lifeq and ways and posted monthly and
of combating them: annually on its website:
emphasizing citizens' said Akeed Director
awareness and ability to Hussein Abu Rumman.

verify the accuracy of The  latest  report

information and taking it
from reliable sources.
They noted the "joint
strategic" role of private
and state institutions
in countering rumors:
underlining the need to
differentiate between
freedom of expression
as per the law and
disseminating misleading

showed that 362 rumors
were recorded in 2022, ata
rate of 30 per month: said
Abu Rumman; adding
that most of these were
economic by 30 percent:
followed by public affairs
and then security: with
these domains often
rotating monthly in first
place. He pointed out that

the origins of rumors were
mostly internali with 95
percent coming from local
sources.

Abu Rumman
explained that the last
Akeed report compared
data from last year and the
previous two years. with
an average of 47 rumors a
month recorded in 2020.
which is normal¢ given
their health nature as 2020
was the year of Covid-19
spread.  The virus
climate's impact persisted
in 2021 with a rumor rate
of 46 a month: reaching
an average of 30 in 2022
which showed Jordanian
society  continued to
be affected by gloom
and conspiracy theories
that existed during the
pandemic: he said.

Local

650 operations performed in new Al-lman
Public Hospital in Ajloun says director

Ajloun

Doctors and medical and
staff at the new Al-Iman
Public Hospital in Ajloun have
conducted 650 operations of
various types: since moving to
the new hospital.

The hospital director:
Mohammad Khair Freihat; told
the Jordan News Agency (Petra)
that since moving to the new
hospital: 650 operations have been
performed: including 40 high-
quality laser operations: indicating
that these operations constitute
a quantum leap in the services
provided to patients in public
hospitals.

The new building of the hospital is
equipped with thelatest technologies
and advanced medical devices for
various medical conditions. It has
also been reinforced with medical
staff to provide the best medical
services to patients.

He added that the emergency
department receives  450500-
patients daily from various clinics
and hospital departments. This
department has been equipped with
45 beds and is staffed with internal
medicine practitioners. pediatrics:
general surgery: a family doctor. 3
general practitioners and 10 nurses
24 hours a day.

Small plane crashes
northern N ew York

New York

A small single-engine plane
crashed in the northern suburbs of
New York City Thursdaykillingboth
people on board: officials said.

The Beechcraft A36. which holds
up to six passengers. went down
around 6:15 p.m. (early Friday
Jordan time) after the pilot reported
engine trouble about one mile
from Westchester County Airport
in White Plains: the New York

Post cited the US Federal Aviation
Administration as saying.

The plane was on its way to
Cuyahoga County Airport in Ohio
from JFK Airport when the pilot
lost contact with FAA officials
officials said.

The FAA and  National
Transportation Safety Board will
investigate the incident.

Westchester’s airport is roughly a
40-mile drive to JFK Airport.

EMV'S EXECUTIVE PROGRAM LAUNCHES 7 INITIATIVES
TO PROMOTE JORDAN'S TOURISM SECTOR

Amman

The executive program
for Jordan's Economic
Modernization Vision
(EMV. recently approved by
the government: identified 7
initiatives in Jordan Axis as
a Global Destination: which
features tourism sector and
film production sites: to be
implemented during 2023
and 2025 at a cost of JD254
million.

The 7 initiatives aim
to preserve and develop
Jordan's archaeological
heritage = and  tourism
sites launch campaigns to
promote tourism in target
markets; network Jordan
with  target  countries:
enhance tourism  work
environment and governing
legislation.

In addition: the initiatives
seek to develop and promote
tourist products. stimulate
tourism investment
and market Jordan's
archaeological and heritage
sites for filming purposes.

Theinitiatives whichwere
identified by the executive
program. featured multiple
priorities that are set to be
implemented during 2023 at
a cost of JD80 million. These
initiatives primarily focus
on developing: maintaining
and rehabilitating tourist
buildings: facilities and sites:

as well as implementing
tourism promotion
programs: continuing

to carry out "Urdun
Jannah" domestic tourism

programme: and launching
promotional and marketing
campaigns on various digital
marketing means.

Meanwhile:

maintaining

low-cost  charter flights: The executive led by His Majesty King
expanding use of electronic program came as a Abdullah Il withitsthree
visas and tickets for government commitment politicali economic and
tourists. as well as revisiting to  implement EMV administrative tracks.
2023 and amending legislation as a cornerstone of The EMV: which was
focus on governing Jordan's tourism Jordan's comprehensive launched in mid-2022. is
support to sector. modernization projectc viewed a major national

project that features practical
and realistic targets that
would form a roadmap for
the national economy over
the next ten years: and will
be implemented according
to gradual stages.
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