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World>s largest floating library
to dock at Agaba on Jan. 25

Agaba
The world's
floating  library. Logos
Hope: is scheduled to
moor the shore of Agaba

largest

from January 25 to
February 16.
The  vesseli which

houses 4.000 books on
various scientific literary:
and intellectual topics

will open its doors on
January 26, selling books
at low prices and giving
away souvenirs such as
bags: cups: pens: medals:
and bracelets.

Logos Hope's sister:
Doulos: docked in Aqaba
in 2005 and welcomed
around 33,000 visitors:
said Logos Hope project

eSS o
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Manager in  Jordan
Jabulani Mlambo on
Monday: expecting a

turnout of 60.000 people
this time.

Mlambo  said  the
132-meter ship. managed

by a German non-profit
organization: aims to
spread "knowledge and

hope" in each port it

visits. It chose Port Said as
its first destination in the
new year: and the second
location will be Agaba: he
added.

He noted the ship
visited more than 480
ports in 150 countries
worldwide: receiving
some 49 million book
enthusiasts over 13 years.

Jordan to partake in 9th International
Translation Conference in Doha

Amman

Jordan will participate
in the 9th International
Translation Conference: to
be held in Doha on January
28 along with an elite of
academics and translators
from various countries
to discuss problems of
interculturalisation.

Organized by the Forum
of Arab and International
Relations: the conference

coincides with a ceremony
of paying tribute to the
winners in the 8th edition

of the Sheikh Hamad
Award for Translation
and International

Understanding: which is
due to be held following
the conclusion of the
conference.

The two-day event will
discuss several themes

in 6 scientific sessions
including Arabic/Turkish
translationc and  Arabic
translation from and into
Kazakh: Vietnamese:
Romanian, Swahilic and
Bahasa Indonesia.
Moreover: participants
will tackle the author's
translation of his
works; problems of self-
translation. pioneers of
Arabic translation in the

last half century. and some
evaluation studies.

The award steering
committee has previously
finalized the process of the
preliminary sorting of the
nominations submitted
for the award: with the
participation of 33 Arab
and foreign  countries
representing  individuals
and institutions relevant to
translation.
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Lawmakers pass
legislation package

Amman

The Lower House on Monday
passed a legislation package:
including draft laws ratifying

extradition treaties between Jordan
and Romania and Cyprus.

During a session chaired
by Speaker Ahmad Safadi and
attended by cabinet ministers:
lawmakers pointed out that the
draft legislation would enhance
cooperation with Romania and
Cyprus in combating serious crime
including organized crime: ensure
criminals do not escape justice and
facilitate the extradition of criminals
in accordance with constitutional
principles.

The agreement with Romania
does not mean the extradition of
a Jordanian or a Romanian citizen
and their trial in the other country:

but rather handing over criminals
to be tried in their own country:
Justice Minister Ahmad Ziadat
explained.

President of the Parliamentary
Legal Committee lawmaker Ghazi
Thnaibat said the agreements do
not mean extraditing a Jordanian
citizen for trial in Romania or
Cyprus for a crime he committed
in either country: but asking for his
extradition if he commits a crime
and left Jordan.

The House also endorsed the
draft law amending the Civil
Status Law as referred by the
Parliamentary Legal Committee
before starting a debate of a draft
amending the land registration fees
law for the year 2022 as referred by
the Parliamentary Economy and
Investment Committee.

Demand for dinar, Saudi
riyal on the rise

o 'J-l-.-.rllb'l:--l_-
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Amman

Demand for the Jordanian dinar
and Saudi riyal in the domestic
market is growing as Jordanians are
paying their end-of-year financial
obligations and booking for Umrah:
an Islamic pilgrimage to Mecca.

Speaking to the Jordan News
Agency on Monday: member of the
Board of Directors of the Jordan
Chamber of Commerce: Firas
Sultan; said that remittances issued
from Jordan are at their normal
levels: and go for import purposes:
while remittances from Jordanian

expatriates working in the Gulf
countries are on the increase for this
time of the year.

"The Chamber is in the process
of establishing subcommittees for
the financial and banking sector:
to work collectively. communicate
and resolve any obstacles: especially
since the sector includes exchange

companies: financial brokerage:
insurance( insurance  brokers:
financial leasingi microfinance:

and banks. all of which constitute
about 50 percent of the Jordanian
economy:" he added.

9 INITIATIVES WORTH JD66MLN ANNOUNCED
IN ECONOMIC MODERNIZATION PROGRAM

Amman
The Economic
Modernization Vision's
executive  program  has

announced 9 initiatives for
the 20232025- period: with
a total cost of JD66 million:
JD18 million of which
during the current year.

As part of the initiatives:
the government's recently-
issued program has given 31
priorities to sectors related
to urban development and

quality of life.

Regarding the wurban
development sector; the
initiative = to  encourage

investment and partnership
with the private sector in
urban development projects
seeks to prepare designs
and documents. and refer
the tender for establishing
and improving markets in
Amman and the northern
city of Irbid to concerned
municipalities.

The priorities of enhancing
the use of urban planning
tools  initiative  include

updating the Ministry of
Local Administration's
2007 land use map at the
national level: and preparing
and approving the legal
framework for managing
and dealing with hazardous

materials by the Ministry of
Interior.

In the quality of life sector:
the executive plan includes
improving Jordan's rank
in the Legatum Prosperity
and Quality of Life indices

" T
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in 2023 supported by the
Ministry of Planning and
International Cooperation.
The executive program
comes as a practical
translation of the vision of
economic modernization:

e

including  its  priority
initiatives: projects:
policiesc and procedures:
which will be implemented
by ministries and
government institutions: so

that the priorities document

for the years 20232025-
will be a starting point
for subsequent executive
programs: and a basis for
contributing to reaching
the goals of the 2033 vision
for  growth: providing
job and investment
opportunities.

Moreover. it includes
183  initiatives: selected
from among 380 initiatives
that will be implemented
through 418 priorities: at
a total cost of JD2.3 billion
until the end of 2025 of
which JD670 million during

this year.
The  program  sets
macroeconomic  targets

for the year 2025, which
are represented in raising
the growth rate of the
Gross Domestic Product
(GDP) at constant prices
to 3 percent: gradually
increasing the volume of
exports to about JD 9.713
millionc and raising net
foreign direct investment to
about JD1.092 million.
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Jordan condemns deadly attack in Somalia

Amman Monday condemned a Somali region of Hiran The Ministry reiterated people of Federal Somalia. expressing its condolences
The Ministry of Foreign terrorist car bomb attack in which left a number of Jordan's solidarity with the and its rejection of all forms to the families of the
Affairs and Expatriates Buloburde in the Central people dead. "brotherly” government and of violence and terrorism¢ victims.

ASE closes trading
on higher note

FM, US National Security Council

Amman

The Amman Stock Exchange
(ASE) closed Monday's trading
session up by 0.51 percent at 2652
points. A total of 7.5 million
shares were traded through 5.058

transactions at a trading value of
JD14 million. The closing prices
of 36 companies with traded
shares went down: while 26 others
increased. The prices of the shares
of 34 others remained unchanged.

Israeli forces kill 14-year-old
Palestinian near Bethlehem

Ramallah

Israeli forces fatally shot a
14-year-old Palestinian during a
dawn raid Monday of a refugee camp
near Bethlehemintheoccupied West
Bank: according to the Palestinian
Health Ministry.

It said troops drove into
Dheisheh refugee camp and carried
out a search-and-arrest operation:

triggering clashes with local
residents during which soldiers
fired live rounds: tear gas and stun
grenades: seriously = wounding
Omar Lutfi Khamour. who later
succumbed to his wounds.

The Kkilling raised to 14 the
Palestinian death toll from Israeli
fire since the start of the year:
including four children.

Seismological Observatory
denies quake in southern Jordan

Amman
The Jordanian Seismological
Observatory Monday denied that an
earthquake occurred in the southern
Karak and Tafila governorates or
adjacent areas.
The observatory received several

calls today about an earthquake
in the south: said head of the
observatory Ghassan  Sweidan:
adding that the facility is working
around the clock monitoring any
earth shakes or quarry blasts: but no
such movements were recorded.

Extremist settlers break
into Al-Agsa Mosque

Occupied Jerusalem
Dozens of Jewish extremist
settlers early Monday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.
The Islamic Awqaf and Al-Agsa

Affairs said in a statement that
today’s raid was conducted through
al-Magharebah Gate. under the
heavy protection of Israeli police.

"The settlers performed Talmudic
rituals amid a state of anger inside
the compound." it added.

Army foils attempted illegal border
crossing into neighbouring country

Amman

The armed forces
Sunday thwarted an illegal
border crossing of a group
of non-Jordanians into a
"neighbouring” country:
according to an official at the
Armed Forces.

The source said armed
forces of the southern military
region in coordination with
the Directorate of Military
Security. detected an attempt

of a group of people to cross
the border from Jordanian
territory to the territory of
what the source described as
a 'neighbouring” country:
prompting border patrols
to engage and arrest the
infiltrators.

The source confirmed that
the Armed Forces would
respond with "force and
firmness" with illegal crossing
or smuggling attempts.

coordinator talk ties, region

Amman
Deputy Prime Minister:

Minister of Foreign Affairs
and Expatriates Ayman
Safadi Monday discussed
with US National Security
Council coordinator for
the Middle East and North
Africac  Brett  McGurk
Jordanian-US ties and
efforts to resolve regional
crises.

Safadi and McGurk
noted the solid Jordanian-
US partnership and the two
countries' interest in further
cementing cooperation "to
serve the common interests
of the two countries.”

The Foreign Minister

commended US aid to
Jordan's development
process and help to face
repercussions fromregional

crises: underscoring
the importance of
a memorandum of

understanding that frames
aid to the Kingdom: which
was the longest and largest
of four memoranda that
have been signed by the two
countries.

During the meeting
in which Amos
Hochstein: Special Envoy
and  Coordinator  for
International Energy
Affairs at the US State
Department: took part:

McGurk referred to the
"historic" partnership with
Jordan and the Kingdom's
stabilizing role in the
region.

The meeting tackled a
number of regional issues:
including the Palestinian
issue. the Syrian crisis
cooperation in combating
terrorism and support for
Iraq and Lebanon.

Safadi underlined
Washington's central and
leading role in efforts to
breathe new life into the
Palestinian-Israeli ~ peace
process to solve the conflict
on the basis of the two- state
solution and in line with

the international law and
approved references.

He valued US support
ofthetwo-statesolution:
rejection of unilateral
moves that undermine
it and its reiteration
of the importance of
respecting the historical
and legal status quo in
Jerusalem and the holy
sites there.

Safadi and McGurk
agreed on the need to
continue cooperation and
coordination in efforts to
resolve regional crises and
enhance security. stability
and development in the
region.

Initiatives worth JD232min outlined
in economic modernization scheme

Amman

The executive plan for the
Economic Modernization
Vision (EMV) has outlined
30 initiatives for future
services:  to upgrade
Jordan’s ranking in global
reports.

The initiatives will be
implemented during the
years 20232025- under

75 priorities: with a total

2 killed, 12 missing in north
China chemical plant explosion

Amman

Two people are dead
and 12 are missing after
an explosion at a chemical
plant in northeastern China
on Sunday: the Chinese
state television said on

cost of JD232 millions
JD52 million of which
during the current year.
The executive plan. which
was recently approved
by the Cabinet: includes
improving Jordan's rank
in the E-Government
Development Index
(EGDI)( and in the Global
Innovation Index (GII).
supported by the Ministry

of Digital Economy and

Entrepreneurship.
Moreover. it includes

providing automated and

digitized government
services under the Jordan
Digital Transformation
Strategy. and improving

the quality of the digital
customer journey within
specific criteria.  In
addition. the plan will carry

through youth: technology:
and jobs programs: and will
complete the establishment
ofatest-based system for the
adoption of revolutionary
technologies.

It also entails
enhancing investment
in telecommunications
services  through  the
implementation of the fifth
generation services (5G).

Monday.

In addition: another
34 people were injured
in the explosion on the
outskirts of the city
of Panjin in Liaoning
province east of the

capital Beijing.

News releases from the
state television showed
photos of flames and thick
black smoke rising from
the complex of chemical
processing machinery:

pipes and
containers.
China¢ with the world's

storage

second-largest economy:
suffers deadly industrial
accidents on a regular
basis.
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