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King Abdullah Canal,s
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Foreign Ministry receives

House Economy committee dPProves credentials of new Turkish envoy
articles of 2022 Competition Law

Amman

The Lower House
Economy and Investment
Committee: chaired
by MP Omar Naber:
on Sunday approved a
number of articles of the
draft law amending 2022
Competition Law.

In its meeting, Naber
said the committee will
examine all proposals
and recommendations
to endorse a "modern"
competition law that
keeps pace with the
Economic Modernization
Vision (EMV). which
would overcome
difficulties and preserve
free competition. thus
contributing to advancing
Jordan's economy.

Naber  noted  the
committee is concerned
with making amendments
to ensure protection and
promotion of "free and

effective” competition
in Jordan's market by
reviewing provisions
related to prohibiting

anti-competitive
practices: preventing
market monopoly and

stiffening penalties for law
violators.

The MP also said
amendments should

ensure stable prices in the
local market and preserve
small merchants' rights.
For his part: Minister
of Industry. Trade and
Supply and Minister of
Labor. Yousef Shamali
said the bill comes within a
series of legislation related
to EMV. which would

protect and promote "free
and effective" competition
in the Kingdom's market.

He reviewed the bill's

mandating reasons:
which aim to protect free
and effective competition
in the Kingdom by
revamping provisions
related to banning unfair
competition practices:
preventing monopoly and
stiffening penalties for law
violators.

Under bill's
validating reasons:
Competition Directorate

the

at  Jordan's  Ministry
of Industryc  Trade
and Supply is granted
additional powers
to ensure proper
implementation of the
law and protect market
competition.

In this regard: this

directorate could request
the competent court to issue
an urgent verdict to stop
or prevent any behavior
that breaks Competition
Law: or impose rectifying
measures until a final ruling
is issued.

Initiatives worth JD88min outlined in
economic modernization scheme

Amman
The Economic
Modernization Vision's
executive program has

outlined seven initiatives
worth JD88 million for the
20232025- period.

As part of the initiatives:
the government's recently-
issued program has
given 24 priorities to the
sustainable  environment
sector¢ including green
economy: green urban
development; and green
growth sectors.

Schemes in

the green

economy sector include
developed  policies  that
encourage converting to a
green economy: increased
green activities in industrial
facilities: agricultural
projects for sewage treatment
plants. as well as increasing
waste management facilities
to a total of 18 facilities.
Moreover. the  program
guarantees a safe waste
management environment
by designating recycling
locations and embarking
on solid waste management
and segregation at source

projects; in addition to a
venture designated for the
safe management of waste

containing  mercury. It
also entails protection for
biodiversity and natural
habitats by launching a

national research platform
for climate change: waste
management: transportation.
and energy. In addition
green jobs would be provided
under the scheme to improve
green infrastructure through
labor-intensive  measures.
As for the green growth
sector: the program focused

on promoting the concept of
smart farming and nature-
based solutions through an
initiative to plant 10 million
trees over 10 years. The
green urban development
sector's projects comprise
the integration of the nexus
between  water. energy:
and food security to boost
environment-friendly
outcomes by implementing
a project that builds climate
change  resilience  and
forming a joint council for
the water and agriculture
industries.

ambassadortoJordan: Erdem Ozan.

During a  meetingc Hadid
expressed Ozan best wishes
for success in his new duties in
strengthening friendly Jordanian-
Turkish relations.

Amman

Secretary General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs, Lina Hadid.
on Sunday received a copy of the
credentials of the new Turkish

House speaker affirms open»
policy to facilitate media mission

Amman
Lower House Speaker Ahmed
Safadi said Parliament will keep its
doors open to various media outlets:
as partner in monitoring on diverse
aspects of Jordan's public affairs.

Speaking on Sunday. with a
number of media representatives
accredited to report House's
activities Safadi noted the House is
"keen" to overcome obstacles facing
the media and provide various
aspects of support and facilitations
necessary to facilitate journalists'
work.

In addition: Safadi urged various
media outlets to convey the truth
and accurate information to the
public.

Safadi

instructed House's

General Secretariat to follow up
on the journalists' affairs. facilitate
their tasks: and provide all forms
of logistical support necessary to
enable media carry out their duties

"fully.”
Safadi also highlighted
importance of the reporter's

observations and suggestions to
organize their mission to cover
House deliberations.

For his partc President of
Jordan Press Association (JPA)
appreciated the House's step to
maintain continuous consultation
with JPA to overcome any obstacles
tacing journalists' work in covering
House's activities: stressing that the
media constitutes an "effective and
influential” means of monitoring.

FEASIBILITY STUDIES FOR KING ABDULLAH CANALS
WATER LOSS REDUCTION PROJECT LAUNCHED

Amman

The Minister of Water

and Irrigationi Muhammad
Najjar. said that Jordan
is one of the countries
most impacted by climate
change and decreasing
precipitation which has
been compounded by a
fivefold increase in demand
for water.

He further noted that the
combined annual flow of the
Jordan and Yarmouk rivers
has dropped from 1.2 billion
cubic meters to less than 200
million cubic meters.

These remarks  were
made at a workshop
hosted by the ministry on
Sunday in Amman in the
presence of representatives
from  Germany's  KfW
Development  Bank: the
United States Agency for
International Development:
and other international
donors to kick off feasibility
studies for a project to
decrease water loss in the
King Abdullah Canal in the

Jordan Valley and improve
the efficiency of distribution
systems.

The minister emphasized
that the project will help

provide more water for
municipal needs and
increase agricultural water
use efficiency: particularly
given that water loss in the
canal is 25.4 percent. with an
estimated 13.7 percent going

to illegal uses.

Najjar expressed gratitude
to donors in particular KftW
Bankand USAID: for helping
the water sector realize its
vision of developing the
canalc which irrigates 3,500
acres ofland and accounts for
70 percent of the Kingdom's
agricultural output. For her
part. Secretary General of
the Jordan Valley Authority

Manar Mahasneh explained
that the project entails
the rehabilitation of 53
kilometers of canal funded
by KfW and 12 kilometers
funded by USAID. She
went on to say that the
project would also update
the "SCADA" system used
to run and manage the
canal's infrastructure. as
well as develop cutting-edge

electronic monitoring and
protection  systems:. and
supply the necessary systems
and equipment to keep the
canal running. Mahasneh
mentioned that the feasibility
studies should be finished
by midway through the
following year and that the
entire project: worth around
120 million euros: should
be finished in three years.

According to Mahasneh: the
project is in line with plans
for climate adaptation and
will allow the authority to
redistribute water. curtail
unauthorized uses: lower
operating and maintenance
expenses: lessen evaporation:
protect the environment and
nature. and improve public
safety along the canal and
inside of it.
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TRC 2022 complaints up by 17% from 2021

Amman on Sunday. landline subscriptions: 54 have become a mainstay of totalcomplaintsin2022.theTRC 117000, the following link

The Telecommunications Ninety-two per cent of for postservices: and four for digital transformation and noted. TRC Chairman: Bassam dedicated to submitting a
Regulatory Commission complaints in 2022 were “"qualitative approvals". reliance of all public and Sarhan/ said the Commission complaint http://complaints.
(TRC) received a total of addressed and solved: the The TRC referred to a private activities on online deals with "professionalism and trc ~ gov.jo/TRCForm: and
8158 complaints in 2022 TRC statement noted. "natural” increase in the services to conduct business: transparency” in dealing with the commission's email @
on telecommunication and TRC added that number of complaints in primarily e-payment and complaintsc in coordination Complaints&Enquiries TRC.
post servicesc up by 17%, complaints in 2022 included 2022 compared to 2021¢ in distance learning. with all relevant authorities. ~GOV.JO: e-mail (trc@trc.
compared with 2021 when it 6326 relating to Internet light of the introduction and This reality was evident as The statement said that gov.jo). TRC's social platform
received 6,978 complaints, Servicesc 1:634 on mobile diversity of telecom services. Internet-related complaints the  commission  received accounts and its fax No.
TRC said in a press statement phone  services: 140 for especially Internet: which accounted for about 77% of the ~complaints on the free number 065690830/

New Ghanaian ambassador to
Jordan presents credentials

Amman

Secretary General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs « Lina Hadid.
on Sunday received a copy of the
credentials of the new Ghanaian

e ot

ambassador to Jordani Mohammad
Habibu Tijani. During a meeting:
Hadid expressed best wishes for
Tijani to succeed during his tenure
in strengthening friendly Jordanian-
Ghanaian relations.

New S. Korean ambassador to
Jordan presents credentials

Amman

Secretary General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs ¢ Lina
Hadid: on Sunday received a copy
of the credentials of the new S.

Korean ambassador to Jordan: Kim
Dong-gi. During a meeting: Hadid
expressed best wishes to Dong-
gi to succeed in his new duties in
strengthening friendly Jordanian-S.
Korean relations.

Money velocity increases
to 0.792 during 2022

Amman

The Kingdom's money velocity
increased to 0.792 during 2022
compared to 0.75 recorded in 2021
which: according to the Central
Bank of Jordan's data and Petra's
analysis. indicates the start of
recovery for the local economy.

Money velocity is a strong
indicator of the economy's health

and is linked to a more prosperous
economy. The concept is often
connected to the business cycle: a
component of the main economic
indicators. It is a measurement of
therateatwhich moneyisexchanged
between the economic community's
entities. It also refers to how much
a unit of currency is used in a given
period of time.

Senate okays ASEZA,
general budget draft laws

Amman

The Senate on Sunday approved
a bill amending the Aqaba Special
Economic Zone Authority (ASEZA)
law: as passed by the Lower House.

The new bill requires foreign
companies to register with the
Companies Control Department
(CCD) before registering with the
ASEZA. The amendments also
cancel the requirement related to the

social services tax because the law
of the tax itself had been abolished.
During today’s session: chaired by
Senate President Faisal Fayez: the
senators also okayed amendments to
the law regulating the general budget
and budgets of government units
after amendments to the constitution
required the government to submit a
single draft budget law that includes
the budgets of government units.

Jordanian pilgrim numbers to
return to pre-pandemic level

Amman

The number of Jordanian Hajj
pilgrims is expected to return to pre-
pandemic levels in 2023 at around
8,000 the head of the Hajj and
Umrah department at the Awqaf
Ministryc. Majdi Btoush said on

Sunday.

In an interview with the Jordan
News Agency (Petra). Btoush
indicated the ministry signed an
agreement with the Saudi Ministry
of Hajj and Umrah on arrangements
for 2023 pilgrimage season.

IPA, Kuwait»s API sign MoU to enhance
Jordans administrative development drive

Amman
Institute of Public
Administration (IPA) and
Kuwait's Arab Planning
Institute (API) on Sunday
signed a memorandum of

understanding (MoU)
aimed to  enhancing
joint coordination and

cooperation between the
two sides.

The MoU was signed by
IPA's Director General
Siham Khawaldeh: and API
Chairman; Bader Othman
Malallah.

The memo aims to
deepen cooperation in the
fields of capacity-building:
training and consultations:
to support Jordan's
development efforts:
given the API's expertise
in various fields and its

available technical and
administrative workforce.

Khawaldeh said MoU
is "qualitative" and is in
line with IPA's endeavor
to expand its foreign and
local partnerships with the
public and private sectors:
to enrich the training and
administrative process:
improve IPA's outcomes
and learn about and benefit
from  other countries'
expertise.

For his part: Malallah
appreciated the importance
of joint  cooperation
expressing willingness to
provide support to Jordan
and deemed this memo
a path for cooperation in
multiple fields.

Malallah reviewed
aspects of API's interest

primarily enhancing
development planning
policies: economic
diversification and
strategiesc and small

and medium enterprises

(SMEs)c which are the
basis of any national
economy.

Reviewing a set of

proposals: such as training
trainers for SME: he noted
API has a special center
called the regional Small
and Medium Enterprises
center.

For his part: Civil Service
Bureau (CSB) head( Sameh
Nasser: valued cooperation
with  Kuwaitc as API
has a "long" expertise in
various fields at Arab level
lauding coordination of
the Ministry of Planning

and International
Cooperation to launch
such partnerships.

He noted
memo begins " greater
cooperation."  especially
in light of the continuous
endeavor to implement the
Royal vision to modernize
Jordan's economic systemu
referring to importance
of entrepreneurship and
efforts to employ workforce
in the Arab markets.

He called on maintaining
this cooperation based
on the "solid" Jordanian-
Kuwaiti relations.

Based on the memox

this

the first program on
“Institutional Support
for Small and Medium
Enterprises” was
inaugurated.

NCFA pilots automated domestic
violence case management system

Amman

The National Council for
Family Affairsand UNICEF
on Sunday launched an
automated domestic
violence case management
system that will be tested
out by service providers for
six months.

The new system will be
put to action in eastern
Amman-based  facilities
affiliated with the Juvenile
and Family Protection
Department. a  division
of the Public Security
Directorate. the Ministry

of Social Development:
the Ministry of Health:
the Ministry of Education.
and the Jordan River
Foundation. The systemq
according to the Council:
is based on the national
framework for family
protection from violence:
national  policiesc and
service providers' practices
in a way that establishes a
uniform case management
methodology and clarifies
therolesandresponsibilities
of stakeholders.

The Council emphasized

the importance of the
service provider using the
system as a foundation
for comprehensive case
management from the time
a case is received: through
the time an intervention
plan is developed and a
referral is made to a partner
institution: and finally until
the case file is closed.

The system: according to
the Councili was developed
by all stakeholders
in the national social
protection ecosystem with
financial and technical

support from UNICEF
and the United Nations
High Commissioner for
Refugees. The pilot phase
will be supervised by
Leading Point an Amman-
based management
advisory service provider:
to make sure that the
system is utilized by all
users and that technical
support is available.

All parties involved will
be consulted at regular
intervals to assess the
system's efficacy before its
nationwide rollout.

Minister says time ripe for

worldwide gridinteration

Amman

Minister of Energy and Mineral
Resources Saleh Kharabsheh has
said Sunday that it is now time to link
all countries to a single electricity
transmission network: beginning
with the countries in the northern
and southern Mediterranean.

Speaking at IRENA's 13th general
assembly. which got underway in
Abu Dhabi. United Arab Emirates
minister
reaffirmed Jordan's goal of becoming
a hub for the production and export
of green energy:. whether it takes the
form of green electricity or green

(UAE). vyesterday: the

hydrogen.

Onthesidelinesofhisparticipation
in IRENA's 13th general assembly:
the minister met with the CEO of the
Abu Dhabi Future Energy Company

"Masdar" Muhammad

Ramahic and discussed with him
Masdar's investments in renewable
energy in Jordan and the possibility
of the company taking part in future

projects in the Kingdom.
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