UK economy
grows 0.1%
in November
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speeding up phosphate
hills rehab project

ULO.C _ P “

Aqaba receives 2
million tourists
in 2022: official
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Local

JEA»s delegation to visit Georgia to
hoost trade cooperation-Khudari

Amman
Jordan Exporters
Association (JEA):

in  cooperation  with
Georgian Chamber of
Commerce and Industry
(GCCI)¢ are scheduled
to send an economic
mission to  Georgia
during next March
aimed to strengthening
economic and trade
relations between the two
countries.

JEA  head: Ahmed
Khudaric in a statement
on Saturday: said the visit
also comes in cooperation
with Georgian Embassy

in Jordan: aimed to
enabling Jordanian
companies to learn about
Georgia's important"

market; open new export
markets: and promote
investment opportunities
and priviliges available in
the Kingdom.

During the economic
delegation's visit. he said
Jordanian companies
are scheduled to hold
bilateral meetings with
Georgian private sector

]J.-_a_—'u‘n" L el S

farden Evpangery Asspnianion

and set requirements
for entering Georgia's
"vital and important"

market and opportunities
available for the
Kingdom's exports.

The visit also includes
talks  with  Georgia's
government institutions
to discuss prospects for
economic cooperationand
opportunities to increase
trade and investment
exchange between the two
countries: he pointed out.

In additionc Khudari

stressed the importance
of industrial exports
in stimulating national
economy by increasing
production:  expanding
existing investments:
creating more  job
opportunities: and
strengthening the
Kingdom's reserves of
foreign currencies.

For his partc the
JEA general manager:
Halim  Abu  Rahma
said Georgia's market is
deemed a "promising"

export opportunity for

Jordanian industrial
products, especially
plastic industries:
foodstuffs: fertilizers:

clothing and furniture
in addition to making it a
gateway for neighboring
markets.

Abu Rahma noted the
visit comes within JEA's
plans and programs to
build trade relations with
various countries and
open new markets for
national exports.

JBA, US delegation talk trade,
iInvestment cooperation

Amman

President and
members of the Jordanian
Businessmen Association
(JBA) discussed with a
delegationfromtheBusiness
Executives for American
National Security Group
(BENS): the importance
of strengthening
and  developing joint
cooperation: referring
to the the two countries'
multiple investment
opportunities and various

fields to enter the their
markets.

The JBA's head: Hamdi
Tabba'a; in a statement
on  Saturday: affirmed
the "solid" Jordanian-
American relations. which
reached "advanced" levels
at various levels.

He also noted role of the
free trade agreement (FTA)
concluded between the two
countries in strengthening
economic and trade ties
and pushing them towards

"broader" horizons.

In this regard: he said
Jordanian private sector
is "always trying to benefit
from the agreement's
priviliges. expand base of
joint cooperation and enter
the US market.

Tabba'anoted Jordan-US
trade balance tends in favor
of Jordan: which reflects
extent of the agreement's
success  in  achieving
common interests; which
made the United States the

most important partner to
Jordan: in terms of export
adding that FTA attracted
foreign investments to the
Kingdom to benefit from its
priviliges.

Tabba'a said Jordanian
private sector is looking
forward to  benefiting
more from the agreement

in  exporting  services:
especially in the
construction:  contracting

andinformationtechnology
fields.
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Mega projects under economic modernization
scheme worth JD10b, says gowt

Amman
The government says it will

embark on implementing mega
ventures and partnership projects
with the private sector under the
economic modernization executive
program at the volume of more
than JD10 billion.

The  development  scheme
envisages plans to enhance
investment and meet the goals
of the 2033 vision of growth and
job  creation. Prime Minister
Bisher ~Khasawneh has asked
relevant ministries and entities
to start implementation to meet
the "ambitious" goals within
timelines: noting that the executive
program involves deadlines and
a performance and electronic
achievement tracking system.

The program is a national
venture with feasible and realistic
goals: and is a roadmap for the
national economy over the next
ten years: says the prime minister.
The total cost of the program is
estimated at JD10:470.000: of which
JD10 million will be allocated for
the management and operation of
a multi-purpose port within the
New Agaba Port area at the value
of JD10 million; JD50 million for
the management and operation
of King Hussein International
Airport in Agaba: JD290 million
for the establishment of a medical
university through the Saudi-
Jordanian Fund: a green hydrogen
and green ammonia production
facility worth JD4 billion and a
water desalination and conveyance
project (the national carrier) at an
estimated cost of JD3 billion. The

SOURCE

executive program also incorporates
a national railway network: the
first phase of which is the Aqaba-
Amman railway: at the cost of JD1.9
billion dinars; the Jordan-Iraq
electrical interconnection project
at JD30 million: the Jordanian-
Saudi electrical interconnection
project at JD39 million. as well as
raising the capacity of the electrical
interconnection between Jordan
and Egypt to 1.100 megawatt
construction of 15 schools in
partnership with the private sector
at the value of JD46 million: the
Amman-Zarqa Bus Rapid Transit
(BRT) project: at the value of JD140
million. a freight and passenger
facility at the new King Hussein
Crossing Bridge at the value of
JD225 million: the development
and rehabilitation of the Agqaba
Container Terminal worth JD300
million as well as road charge
projects that will cost JD40 million.

Also at the core of the economic
modernization scheme are
investment priorities and initiatives:
foremost of which is improving
Jordan's rank in global reports:
starting this year with preparing
action plans to improve the
Kingdom's rank in the Global
Competitiveness Report:  the
Regulatory Restrictiveness Index
(FDI) that measures statutory
restrictions on foreign direct
investment: the global sustainable
competitiveness index: the women
business and the law index:. as
well as putting in place legislation
on environmental protection and
drawing up the national investment

StI ateg y .
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STEP IN MANAGEMENT, SAY EXPERTS

AMMAN

Even after implementing
a slew of policies and
programmes: Solid Waste
Management (SWM)
remains a challenge for
Jordan«  according to
environmental experts.

Significant waste
management issues have
arisen as a result of the
enormous  amounts  of
municipal  solid  waste
that have been generated:
negatively impacting the
environment.

Mothana
project
research assistant
Jordan  Green
Councilc  said:
to the International
Solid Waste Association
(ISWA). SWM is a system
that aims to promote
sustainability and transition
to a circular economy as
well as maintain a clean
and healthy environment
by reducing:  reusing;
recycling and converting

Altayem: a
coordinator and

at the
Building
“According

waste into energy. It also
manages the waste from
creation: collection: storage:
transportc and finally to

disposal.”
In recent years. the
government and  non-

governmental organisations
(NGOs) have implemented
policies and programmes
to deal with municipal
solid waste. The challenges
remain ongoing; but efforts
have helped the country
shift towards a more
environmentally  friendly
solution that encompasses
the entire waste management
cycle: say environmentalists.

According to experts
landfills are considered the
final resort in the waste
disposal hierarchy: as they
emit methane; a strong
greenhouse gas linked to
climate change.

Landfills causetheleaching
of toxins, as many materials
that end up as waste; such
as electric waste contain
toxic substances that can

leach into groundwater and
soil. Other waste materials
emit greenhouse gases like
methane and carbon dioxide
that are considered major
contributors to  climate
change.

The
Municipality
in charge of delivering
municipal services across
22 city districts. These
include municipal cleaning
services; waste collection:
transfer to the ShaerWaste
Transfer station and disposal
at the Ghabawi Solid Waste
Landfilli which is overseen
by GAM.: according to the
GAM website.

Osama Abu Rumman:
head of environment division
at GAM: told The Jordan
Times that “GAM’s project:
which has been functioning

Greater Amman
(GAM) s

since 2019« to  handle
methane gas  emissions
at Ghabawi Solid Waste

Landfill has made a positive
impact: as gas emissions are
converted to green electricity

at around 4.5 Megawatts:
which contribute to solving
the Kingdom's growing
demand for electricity”.

GAM isworkingon several
SWM-enhancing  projects
targeted at reducing carbon
emissions: prolonging
the landfill lifetime and
encouraging people to sort
waste correctly from the
source; Osama added.

“In Amman's districts
people unfortunately do
not separate their waste at
the source. There is also the
disadvantage of a lack of
adequate infrastructure to
set up recycling facilities and
waste disposal systems that
would facilitate sorting.” he
said.

Currently. a number of
programmes are attempting
to solve the primary problem
of not sorting waste at the
source. Murad Al Shishani
a Projects Coordination
Manager (Solid  Waste
Management Programme)
at UNDP: told The Jordan

Times that “UNDP has
set up a ‘sorting from the
source’ project in Northern
Shouneh that is based on
the participation of the
community through forming
a women’s association”.

According to Shishani
UNDP has conducted SWM
projects in the Kingdom
since 2015.

“UNDP has constructed
the first sanitarylandfill cell at
Al Akaider Landfill through
a landfill  rehabilitation
project...UNDP has also
constructed a composting
plant in Mafraq under this
project. where this successful
model is currently under the
process of advertisement as
an investment opportunity
by the government. Also:
it has rehabilitated and
constructed two municipal
solid waste transfer stations
that contributed to the
closure oftwo dump sites.” he
said. Current UNDP projects
include the rehabilitation of
Al Shoubak waste transfer

station( the construction of
a materials recovery facility
and a new composting plant
in the Southern Region
of Jordan: according to
Shishani. “This will have an
impact on the cleanliness
level of the municipalities
of Maan Governorate and
the Petra Development &
Tourism Region Authority
(PDTRA)c and will also
contribute to the generation
of income for families in
these areas.” he said. UNDP
is also assisting the Ministry
of Local Administration in
the construction of the new
Azraq Sanitary landfill.

“We are also working with
the Ministry of Environment
on different streams of
waste including medical
electronic and electrical
and municipal waste under
a project concerned with the
reduction and elimination of
persistent organic pollutants
with a fund from Global
Environment Facility
(GEF).” Shishani added.
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Ramallah

The Palestinian Foreign
Ministry said Saturday that
12 Palestinians have been
killed by Israeli forces since
the start of the year. and held
the occupation authority
responsible  for  ongoing

Light showers forecast in Jordan»s
northern, eastern areas Saturday -JMD

Amman
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crimes and atrocities in the
occupied territories.

It said in a statement that
three children were among
those killed by the Israeli
army in the past two weeks:
the latest of whom were three
men shot in Jenin in the north

downpour.

/@/\R\

(el il
Palestinian FM: 12 Palestinians killed by
Israel this year, including 3 children

of the occupied West Bank.
The escalating violations
and crimes of the Israeli
occupation (authority)
would only embolden the
Palestinians to uphold their
rightsc the ministry said
adding that Israel is fully

and directly to blame for the
"ongoing crimes against the
unarmed people of Palestine:
their land: homes: properties
and sanctities."”

"Israel is carrying out
extrajudicial killings and field
executions and using live

bullets with the intent to kill
upon orders from the political
and military echelons of the
state of occupation': it said.
The ministry called on the
international community
and the US administration
to exert pressure on Israel

Local

the occupying power. to
stop the "bloody escalation”.
and urged the International
Criminal Court to quickly
complete investigations in
order to hold the occupying
state and the perpetrators of
crimes accountable.

Royal Court Chief urges speeding
up phosphate hills rehab project

Temperatures on Saturday will
be around their seasonal average
and the weather is cold almost
nationwide and pleasant in the
Jordan Valley. the Dead Sea and

Aqaba; Jordan  Meteorological
Department (JMD) said in its daily
update.

Intermittent rain showers are
often expected to occur in the
Kingdom's northern and eastern
regions and limited central areas:
the JMD said.

In its report. the JMD warns of
the possibility of low horizontal
visibility in the early morning
hours due to fog over hilltops and
slippery roads in areas that witness

On Sunday: the weather will
be cold and partly cloudy almost
nationwide. while nice conditions
are forecast in the Jordan Valley:
the Dead Sea and Agqaba: and
intermittent showers are expected in
Kingdom's northern regions.

As for Monday: rain showers
are expected in Jordan's southern
and eastern regions: which could
be often heavy accompanied by
thunder. especially in the southern
regions: the JMD noted.

Also today: temperatures in
Amman will hit 12 degrees Celsius:
dipping to 2C at night. while the
port city of Aqaba will see a fair
20C: sliding to 10C at night.

France: Inflation records 5.2
per cent increase in 2022

Amman

Inflation in France reached 5.2
per cent over 2022, according to the
National Institute for Statistics and
Economic Studies: as the inflation
rates amounted to 5.9 per cent in
December compared to the same

month of 2021.

The annual rate considers the
inflation rates for 12 months
of the year. The inflation rate
reached 1.6 per cent in 2021«
according to the Agence France-
Presse (AFP).

Oil heading for weekly gain of 6%

Amman

Oil prices fell on Friday but are
on track to gain more than 6 per
cent this week against the backdrop
of "strong" indications of demand
growth in China; the largest
importer of crude oil.

Brent crude futures fell 17 cents:

0.2 per cent: to $83.86 a barrel
while US West Texas Intermediate
crude futures fell 12 cents. 0.2
per cent. to $78.27. according to
CNBC.

Brent jumped 6.7% this week:
and WTI rose 6.2%: recouping most
of the previous week's losses.

Crude prices see rise in
global market

Washington
Oil prices rose during Friday
trading amid a dollar decline against
most major currencies: continuing
its gains despite the jump in US
crude stocks last week.

According to the Washington
Postc the Energy Information
Administration revealed on
Thursday that oil stocks in America

increased by 19 million barrels to
439.6 million barrels. Analysts
expected them to decrease by about
two million barrels.

US Nymex crude futures for
February delivery increased by 1.4
per cent to $78.4 a barrel: while
Brent crude futures for March
delivery rose by 1.7 per cent to
$84.07 abarrel.

Chinese Engineering Company delegation
visits Madaba municipality on cooperation

Madaba

A Chinese Engineering
Companydelegationvisited the
Greater Madaba Municipality
for culturali scientific and
economic cooperation with
several official bodies and civil
society institutions.

According to a statement on
Friday. Mayor Aref Rawajih
said the visit aims to sign
a cooperation agreement
explore investment
opportunities in Madaba and
convey details about it to

Chinese businesses.

Rawajih gave a briefing on
the municipality of Madaba
and the areas of investment
in the governorate; noting
Madaba's geographical and
economic features.

The delegation expressed
interest  in  partnership
with the municipality of
Madaba: providing grants for
service projects and mulling
over investment projects
since Madaba is a tourist
attraction.

Amman

Royal  Court  Chief
Yousef Issawic head of the
committee to implement
His Majesty King Abdullah's
initiatives. Saturday urged
closer  cooperation to
accelerate the phosphate
hills rehabilitation project
in Ruseifa District in Zarqa
Governorate.

The project aims
to turn the region
into a recreational;
developmental and
investment attraction with
environmentally  friendly
parks: play spaces and
entertainment facilities to

serve the local people of the
underdeveloped region.

Issawi spoke at a Royal
Court meeting with Deputy

Premier and  Minister
and Minister of Local
Administration: Tawfiq

Krishan Minister of Public
Works and Housing and
Minister of Transport
Yousef  Abul  Samin:
Agriculture Minister
Khaled Hneifatt Amman
Mayor Yousef Shawarbeh
and members of the
committee to oversee the
development scheme.

He said the project

will help protect the
environment from
pollution: develop local

communities and provide
a suitable and sustainable
healthy and recreational
environment.

During a recent visit
to Ruseifa district¢ King
Abdullah spoke of the
difficulties posed to local

residents by pollution.
and asked authorities
to  promptly  address
environmental hazards:

especially pollution from
the phosphate hills and
improve  services and
infrastructure in the region.

Issawi told the meeting that
the project is a priority for
His Majesty. who hasakeen
interest in protecting the
environment. which lies at
the heart of royal initiatives
and development plans.

Krishan:  who also
heads the committee
that follows up on
implementation of the
project; reviewed the key
achievements.  including
the environmental park
and securing various
games; agricultural work
as part of a greening plan
and building a wall within
the designated area.

Aqaba receives 2 million
tourists in 2022: official

Aqaba
Nidal Majalic a
commissioner for tourism
and environment at the
Aqgaba Special Economic
Zone Authority Friday
said Aqgaba had received
two million visitors in
2022 with a million hotel

reservations.

Majali said in a
statement that there is
cooperation  with  the
Aqaba Chamber of Trade

and the private sector
to encourage tourism
in Aqaba through the

"Addafa Janoubi" carnival
which was launched on
Thursday. He noted that
the carnival is part of an
integrated system that
would last for 18 months
to enhance tourism so
that the visit to Aqaba is
not only for shopping but
also for entertainment and
adventure.

UK economy grows 0.1% in November

London

The UK economy
achieved "unexpected"
growthin November 2022,
which reduces the risk
of the country entering

a stage of economic

recession. according to
analysts.
The British National

Statistics  Office  Friday
said the British economy

recorded a growth of 0.1 per
cent in November: as the
services sector continues
to grow despite the cost of
living increase.

The  Office added

that the  percentage
represents a decrease
from the GDP growth
rate achieved in October:
which amounted to 0.5
per cent.
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