Social Development
Minister, UK envoy
discuss social welfare
cooperation
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King receives delegation from Business
Executives for American National Security Group

5
-
e ‘

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah on Monday received a
delegation from the Business Executives for American
National Security Group (BENS) at AlHusseiniya Palace.

King Abdullah commended
relations between Jordan and
expressing keenness to further en

all sectors: according to a Royal Court statement.

At the meetinge His Majesty highlighted the
importance of expanding cooperation to counter joint
global challenges: especially those connected to food
security. energy: and climate change: it said.

The meeting also covered regional and international
developments. foremost of which is the Palestinian

cause: the statement said.

BENS is a nonprofit: nonpartisan US-based network
of business and industry executives who apply best
business practices to address security challenges facing

the United States.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Ayman
Safadi and Director of the Office of His Majesty Jafar

Hassan attended the meeting.

PSD warns of expected
weather conditions on Monday

or where it may witness rainfall.

The PSD also warned of flood
formation in valleys and low-altitude
areas; mainly in the southern and
eastern parts of the country. urging
the public not to risk crossing the
road: whether on foot or by vehicle.

It also called on the public to
ensure the safe use of heaters and
to ventilate residences occasionally:
urging the public to call 911 in the

Amman

The Public Security Directorate
(PSD) called on the public to exercise
caution due to the expected cold air
mass associated with a depression
that will affect the Kingdom on
Monday.

The PSD wurged the public to
observe traffic rules on roads with
low horizontal visibility in the early
morning due to the formation of fog
especially over the southern heights:

GOV'T PRESENTS
PARLIAMENT, EXPE

the strong: strategic
the United States:
hance relations across

case of an emergency.

Amman

The government on
Monday presented the 2023
draft general budget law to
Parliament: estimating total
spending at JD11.432 billion
and the deficit after foreign

aid at JD1.862 billion.
Finance Minister
Mohamad Al-Ississ said
in a speech outlining the
main figures of the 2023
draft budget that the
budget primary deficit
the difference  between
government revenues and
spending: excluding interest
payments is projected to
continue falling for a third
straight year. landing at 2.9

of Gross Domestic Product
(GDP).
Current expenditure

in the 2023 draft budget:
the minister indicated: is
projected at JD9.839 billion:
up by JD766 million or 8.4
percent compared with
2022. He said that a JD312
million increase in payrolls
for government employees:
military  personnel: and
retirees is the main factor
driving the increase in
current spending.
Furthermore,  Al-Ississ
stated that the increase
in current expenditures
is attributable in part to a
JD149-million increase in
interest payments. which
will total JD1.577 billion due
to higher global rates.
According to the minister:

82 percent of current

—

spending will be used to pay

interest payments. public
employee  salariesc and
pensions.

Capital  spending s

projected to total JD1.592
billioni up 7 percent: or
JD104 million¢ from 2022's
budgeted amount.

The funds designated
for capital expenditures
will support both new

projects and those already in
progress. Thus: the minister
said that the 2023 budget
estimates total spending
of JDI11.432  billioni an
increase of JD871 million:
or 8.2 percent: from the 2022

budget.

Al-TIssiss said that
domestic revenue would
total JD8.767 billioni an

increase of JD829 million
or 10.4 percent. from the
previous year. He elaborated

that the government expects
an increase of JD696 million
in tax revenue and JD133
million in other forms of
income.

The minister pointed out
that the government expects
foreign assistance to amount
to JD802 million in 2023
against JD796 million in
2022.

Accordingly: Al-TIssiss
said total revenue in the 2023
budget is expected to hit
JD9.569 billion marking a
JD835 million or 9.6 percent

increase from the 2022
budget.

The minister said the
country’s public debt is

projected to inch down by 1.5
percent in 2023 to comprise
88.2 percent of GDP: hoping
that the debt-to-GDP ratio
will continue to narrow down
to 84.2 percent by 2025.

2025
o\J

As for the 2023 budget
of government units¢ Al-
Ississ said total revenue is
projected at JD671 million
against JD954 million in
2022.

On the other hand: total
spending in the 2023 budget
of government units is
forecast at JD1.467 billion:
including JD942 million for

current expenditures and
JD524 million for capital
spending.

The deficit: the minister
added: in the 2023 budget of
government units is expected
at JD795 million compared
with JD383 million in 2022.

Al-Tssiss said the
government anticipates
that the country's economy
will have expanded by 2.7
percent in 2022 and that it
will do so again in 2023.
In 2021¢ Jordan’s economy

DRAFT

Amman

The Amman magistrates court
Monday found
of extortion
destroying a restaurant owner's
vehicle and coercively taking money
from him: and sentenced him to
three years in jail.

During public sessions: the court
found that the convicthad a criminal
record with dozens of honor crimes:
theft. attempted theft. bribery and
resistance; and was placed under
house arrest several times but failed
to heed the court orders.

In the details; the man came to a

BUDGET TO
ECTS DEFICIT AT JD1.862BLN

a man guilty
and bullying for

picked up by 2.4 percent.

The minister explained
that the national economy’s
growth in 2022 is mainly
driven by a 41-percent
uptick in national exports:
particularly phosphate and
potash.

Al-Ississ told the House
that capital inflows in 2022
exceeded outflows: with net
Foreign Direct Investment
(FDI) inflows increasing
by 94 percent to JD629m
through September.

And by the end of 2022
the Kingdom's foreign
currency reserves had grown
to $17.3 billion: a sign of a
robust Dinar and enough to
pay for imports of goods and
services for 7.5 months: the
minister added.

As for inflation: the
minister said it reached
4.2 percent in 2022 and

Procedure:

Man convicted of extortion,
handed 3-year jail term

restaurant in Amman and bought
sandwiches but refused to pay:
bullied the owner using a sharp
object and destroyed his vehicle
with an axe that was in his position.
He later returned to the restaurant
and severely damaged the owner's
vehicle: according to a report filed
by a security center.
Under the Code of Criminal
the court found the
defendant guilty of the crime of
using force against a person and
threatening him with violence:
and sentenced him to a three-year
imprisonment.

is expected to edge down
to 3.8 percent in 2023
despite global inflationary
pressures.

Unemployment:
according to the minister:
dropped by 1.5 percent in
the first nine months of
2022 to reach 22.8 percent.
Al-Ississ said the figure
remains high and a source
of national concern.

The minister indicated
that the 2023 draft budget's
allocation for education had
been raised by an additional
JD111 million to a total of
JD1.363 billion: an increase
of 8.1 percent over the
amount in the 2022 budget.

In addition: this year's
budget includes an increase
of JD95 million for the public
healthcare system: bringing
the total to JD1.157 billion.

The minister disclosed
that the budgeted amount for
social protection in 2023 is
JD2.276 billion: an increase
of JD215 million from the
previous year.

Furthermore.  Al-Ississ
stated that JD277 million
had been allocated in the
2023 budget to subsidize
strategic food commodities:
which is an increase of JD217
million: or 361 percent: from
the 2022 allocations.

An amount of JD355
million has been earmarked
for projects under the
Economic  Modernization
Vision and public sector
reform roadmap.
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Safadi meets deputy head of Yemen
Presidential Leadership Council

Amman government. Yemen and efforts to bring international forums until adding that the country is in resources and serve foreign
Lower House Speaker Safadi spoke as he about security and stability peace: security and stability dire need of Arab solidarity agendas to destabilize
Ahmed  Safadi  Monday welcomed deputy head of and restore legitimacy in the are restored and the unity of and support of the leadership the  regionc neighboring
reiterated Jordan's full the Yemeni Presidential war-torn country. their land is guaranteed." councili the government and countries and territorial
support of Yemen's unity, Leadership Council Othman He said Jordan supports For his partt Mjali the Yemenipeoplein the face waters in Bab al-Mandeb
security and stability and Mjali who briefed him the "brothers in Yemen commended Jordan for of militias that "violate the Strait and threaten maritime
the country's legitimate ©ON latest developments in in various fields and all standing by Yemeni people: land and humans: exploit navigation."

Agriculture Ministry: No foot-
and-mouth outbreak in Jordan

Amman

The Ministry of Agriculture
confirmed Monday denied there
was an outbreak of foot-and-mouth
disease in cattle farms in Dhlail in
Zarqa Governorate.

Assistant Secretary-General of
the Animal Resources Department
at the ministry Ali Abu Nugqtah said
that foot-and-mouth infections
were found in only five farms:
adding that cows have been
vaccinated by the private sector and
the Ministry.

He assured that the disease does
not pose a threat to humans or cause

death to animals. but it decreases
the daily productivity of cows as a
result of high temperature during
the infection period.

The ministryc he saidi is
fully prepared to deal with such
cases; adding that samples were
sent to University of Science
and  Technology  laboratories
to determine infections and
symptoms: if any.

He said veterinary quarantine
and other precautions have been
introduced: calling for notspreading
false statements that would tarnish
the reputation of local products.

ACI exports up 43pctin
2022 at JD7.5bin

Amman
Exports by factories registered

with the Amman Chamber of
Industry (ACI) picked up by 43
percent in 2022 to a total of JD7.577
billion against JD5.296 billion in
2021 according to a report the
Chamber released on Monday.

In its report. the chamber said
exports of the sub-industrial sectors
have seen a 4-percent growth for
the leather and knitting industries
and an 89-percent for the mining
industries.

More than half of the exports by
factories registered with the ACI
went to India: the United States:
Saudi Arabia; and Iraq totaling

JD3.936 billion. Exports to Arab
countries constituted 40.3 percent
of the total exports totaling JD3.1
billion: signaling a growth rate of
32.7 percent compared to 2021.
The Chamber's exports from the
mining industries sector during the
past year amounted to JD2.6 billion.
signaling a growth rate of 89 percent
compared to 2021¢ followed by the
chemical and cosmetic industries
sector. which reached about JD1.4
billion in 2022 up by 28 percent:
the engineering industries sector:
up by 48 percent: to JD909 million.
and foodstufts:  agriculturals
and livestock industriesc which
amounted to JD700 million in 2021.

Hardline Jewish settlers
storm Al- Aqsa Mosque

Occupied Jerusale
Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers on Monday stormed the
Al- Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied
East Jerusalem: according to an
official Palestinian source.
A statement by the Islamic
Awaqaf and Al-Agsa Affairs said

that today’s raid was conducted
through al-Magharebah Gate
in successive groups: under the
heavyprotectionofIsraelipolice.
"The  settlers  provocatively
toured the Mosque’s yards: and
performed Talmudic rituals
amid a state of anger inside the
compound.” it added.

ACC>s exports hit JD885mIn in 2022

Amman

The value of certificates
of origin issued by the
Amman  Chamber of
Commerce (ACC) in
2022 to export goods and
commodities to Arab and
foreign countries increased
by 19.6 percent; reaching
JD885 millioni compared
to JD740 million in 2021.

According to ACC's
statistical data announced
Monday: the number of
ACC-issued  certificates
of origin in the last year
reached 34.309. compared
to 35(866 in 2021.

Over the last year: the
ACC's certificates targeted
many countries: primarily
Saudi Arabia with 8:380.
then Kuwait with 6.453;
the United Arab Emirates
with 4468 Iraq with

1:415. and Egypt with
1.068.
In terms of value

exports to Iraq amounted
to JD251 million. while
Egypt stood at JD109
million: followed by Saudi
Arabia with JD104 million:
the United Arab Emirates
with JD94 million: and
Kuwait with JD36 million

ACC figures showed.
With regard to re-
exports of foreign

il

products; their  value
totaled about JD406
million: while industrial
agriculturali and  Arab
products’ exports reached
JD210 million; about

JD159 million: and about
JD71 million. respectively.
According to  ACC's
statistical data; the rest

Eéi nmnnn"...

u" | |r1nr1]

SN =

went to other
products.
ACC issues certificates

of origin for Jordanian

many

agricultural and animal
products raw Jordanian
natural  resources. re-

exported foreign goods: and
foreign goods purchased
from thelocal market under

o i i
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specific conditions.

It also issues certificates
for Jordanian industrial
products at the exporter's
requestt based on an
original factory invoice
certiied by a Jordanian
industry chamber proving
that goods have a Jordanian
origin.

Depression forecast to
bring rain Monday

Amman

Jordan will be affected on
Monday by a cold and wet
air mass accompanied by a
depression centered over
Egypt’s northern coasts:
pushing temperatures
down and bringing cold
and cloudy weather with

intermittent showers
in various regions: the
Jordan Meteorological

Department (JMD) said in
its daily brief.

Heavy downpours
with thunderstorms
and hail at times are
forecast in the southern
highlands: including the
Gulf city of Aqaba: and
the northeastern Badia
area.

The weather department
warned of flash floods in

the valleys and lowlands:
poor horizontal visibility
over the highlands due to
heavy fog: and slippery
roads in areas experiencing
rain.

Over the next three days:
the weather will be cold
in much of the country:
except in the Jordan
Valley. the Dead Sea
and Aqaba where it will

be pleasant. with clouds
at various altitudes. with
southeasterly moderate to
active winds at times.

Temperatures in the
capital Amman today will
range between a high of 13
degrees Celsius and a low
of 3C at night. while the
port city of Aqaba will see
a fair 20C: sliding to 10C at
night.

Social Development Minister, UK envoy
discuss social welfare cooperation

Amman
Minister of Social
Development: Wafaa

Bani Mustafa, and British
Ambassador to Jordan:
Bridget Brind: on Sunday
discussed ways of joint
cooperation in the social
welfare field.

The meeting covered
ways to provide technical
support to the Ministry
of Social Development:
especially with regard to
sheltersc which provide
integrated and distinctive
services.

Bani  Mustafa  said
that  social  protection
requires great support

and continuous follow-up
on services provided to
beneficiaries.

She  highlighted to
the ministry's efforts on

enhancing social protection
and shelters. and to efforts
of the National Aid Fund
to graduate beneficiaries by
training their children to

become workers and able to
provide for their families.
For her part. the British
envoy said that social
protection is a priority to
her country's government:
voicing  readiness  to
complement existing
programs. especially in
social  protection and
women's ~empowerment
fields. Brind highlighted
programs that her
country's government
intends to implement on
social protection field:
especially for the most
vulnerable  groups  of
women and people with
disabilities.
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