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Jordan will continue <historic» role in
protecting Jerusalemns sanctities-Khalayleh

Amman

First Deputy Lower
House  Speaker. MP
Ahmad Khalayleh.
stressed the importance
of strengthening resilient
global dynamics:
especially in light of the
complex crises ravaging
many regions across the
world.

Khalayleh. who
is  heading Jordan's
parliamentary
delegation participating
in  the  conference:
dubbed: "Enhancing
Multilateralism in
Changing Global
Dynamics." which is

currently being held in
Turkey: referred to the

world's suffering from
Covid-19 pandemic-
induced  impactsc in

securing food needs and
medicine. which required
collective global action.
Noting Jordan's early
awareness of this issue:
he said His Majesty King
Abdullah II  launched
the concept of (resetting
globalization): aimed
to achieving worldwide
integration  to  make
safety and prosperity of
all people a fundamental

goal.

On the MiddleEast
conflictc  he referred
to  Israel's continued

belligerence against the
Palestinian people and
their Islamic and Christian
sanctities. referring to

id

Israel's rejection of all

relevant international
resolutions that affirm
Palestinians' right to

self-determination  and
Jordan's sovereignty over
these sanctities through
Hashemite custodianship.

Jordan: he noted: will
continue its "historic" role
in protecting Jerusalem's
Islamic and Christian
holy sites¢  stressing
that  Jordanians and
Palestinians will firmly
support Hashemite
custondianship.

"Jordan will not accept
any attempt to Judaize
the Palestinian land and
change legal and historical
status quo in Jerusalem."
he said: calling on the
international community

to be aware of the threats
posed by Israeli practices:
which would ignite the

region's tension and
violence.
Jordan:  he said;

remained a model for
a safe and stable state
believing in the values
of democracy: and a
"pioneering and leading"
country in  fighting
extremism and terrorism.

Jordan also maintained
aid and support for
refugees and received
millions as the last wave
was from Syria¢ referring

Calling on countries to
fulfill their duties towards
refugeesc he  stressed
that Jordan will remain
a symbol of security and
stability in the region.

He also noted the
Kingdom will continue
its  national  projects
launched by His Majesty
King Abdullah I in
conjunction with the
Kingdom's bicentennial
aimed to expanding base
of popular participation
in decision-making by
empowering women and
youth: and overcoming

to the failure of the related difficulties to
international community enter partisan and
to fulfill its moral and parliamentary work

international obligations
towards refugees and host
countries.

and contribute to the
formation of governments
in the future.

Jordan partakes in AIPU>s
executive committee meetings

Amman
Member of the Executive

in Cairo. During the
meeting: the MPs discussed

binding guiding models

for environmental crimes:

To fully capitalize on the
region's wealth and human

intellectual property. and potential and advance
cybercrime laws. toward a more stable and

Additionally: theUnion's prosperous future. Abu
strategy for the years 2023 Hassan called for greater
to 2026 and other agenda economic cooperation
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House Speaker calls on strengthening
Jordans ties with Algeria, lraq

Amman

Lower House Speaker Ahmed
Safadi called on building on
outcomes of His Majesty King
Abdullah II's summit with Algerian
President Abdelmadjid Tebboune
a month ago. and Baghdad
Conference for Cooperation and
Partnership that was recently held
at the Dead Sea.

Safadi's remarks came at
meetings held separately with
Algerian Ambassadorc Mohamed
Sherif Kourta « and Chargé d'Affairs
of Iraqi Embassy in Amman: Munif
Ali Hussein.

During talks with Algerian envoy:
Safadi stressed the importance of
building on the outcomes of the
recent King's summit with Algerian
president about a month ago.

Safadi also called on
strengthening joint cooperation:
especially in the pharmaceutical
industry fields and increasing
trade exchange and expanding its
activities to cover energy:. medical
and hotel tourism: transportation:
aviation culture and higher
education fields.

Meeting with Chargé d'Affaires
of Iraqi Embassy: Safadi affirmed

Jordan's keenness under His Majesty
King Abdullah II's leadership to
support Iraq in a bid to enhance its
security and stability and continue
its political process aimed to meet
Iraqi people's aspirations and
interests.

Safadi stressed the importance of
outcomes of Baghdad Conference
for Cooperation and Partnership:
which was recently hosted by Jordan
at the Dead Sea: to support Iraq's
efforts to achieve comprehensive
development build  economic
integration and cooperate in
multiple sectors: mainly in fields
related to energy:. water. electrical
interconnection. food and
health  security. transportation:
infrastructure projects and climate
protection.

Parliaments have a responsibility
to overcome legislative obstacles
to tripartite cooperation projects
between Jordan. Egypt and Iraq;
Safadi pointed out.

Safadi said he is scheduled soon
to visit Iraq at the invitation of Iraqi
Parliament Speaker Mohammad
Halbousi to enhance prospects for
joint parliamentary cooperation
and coordination.

Irbid sees highest
precipitation in 24 hours

Amman
The highest rainfall of 16.5
millimeters (mm) was recorded in
Irbid in the last 24 hours as of 9 am

on Sunday.
The Jordan  Meteorological
Department (JMD)'s  monitor

stations showed that Ras Munif

Committee of the Arab subcommittees'  reports:
Inter-Parliamentary Union the Arab  Parliamentary
(AIPU). MP Khaled Abu Excellence Award
Hassan, on Saturday ~Committee: and the legal
participated in the 29th team committge tasked
meeting of the committee With  researching non-

items were  discussed.

among Arab states.

witnessed 14.5mm of downpour: in

addition to 7.6 in Baqoura: 6.5mm
in Deir Allax 6mm in Ramthas
5.2mm in Mafraq: 4.5mm in Jerash,
4.3 in Saltt Imm in Dulayl and Al
Hussein Public Parks: 0.8mm in
the University of Jordan: 0.6mm in
Zarqa: 0.4mm in Madaba; 0.3mm
in Queen Alia International Airport:
0.2in Al-Ghabawy: and 0.1in Azraq.

HOUSE ASSOCIATION, S. KOREAN PARLIAMENTARY
DELEGATION TALK JOINT COOPERATION

Amman
The Jordanian
Parliamentary  Friendship
Association ~ with  Asia
and Oceania countries;

on Sunday discussed with
Executive Secretary of the
Steering Committee of South
Korean National Assembly
(NKA): Sung Joon Eonseog:
and the accompanying
parliamentary  delegation:
ways to enhance bilateral
relations at various levels:
especially in parliamentary
areas.

The association's head:
MP Abdul Rahim Ma'aiah:
said Jordan is proud to

defend Palestinian cause; ~momentum. Ma'aiah  said  Royal
which is at the forefront of He also stressed the efforts and  Hashemite
its priorities. association's "firm" position custodianship over

In this regard: he referred in this context and its Jerusalem's Islamic and
to His Majesty King Abdullah ~ continued  rejection  of Christian holy sites have
II's efforts made in defense of multiple Israeli violations maintained continuity
the Palestinian cause. which against Palestinian territories of the Arab: Islamic and
restored its international and people. international  action in

favor of finding effective

political solutions to the
issue: which represents an
absolute Palestinian right to
establish their independent
Palestinian  state = with
Jerusalem as its capital.
With regard to refugee

file that affects Jordan's
capabilities and resources:
the association's head and
members called on the
international ~ community
to work to provide the
necessary support for Jordan
to continue its humanitarian

role to serve refugees:
especially Syriansc who now
constitute 20% of Jordan's
total population.

The meeting went over
means of  exchanging
expertise in the field of
technological  agriculture,
nuclear energy and technical
know-how ¢ as S. Korea has
made advanced strides in
this field: according to a
statement.

For his partc Eonseog
lauded the two countries'
"high" level of "historical"
relations.

He also referred to the
King's efforts in this regard.
which  contributed  to
making these ties to grow in
various fields: indicating the
"high" value of parliamentary
diplomacy's role in reaching
shared views and positions
on multiple issues of
common concern.
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Amman

Jordan's mining industry
brought in JD3.11 billion in
revenue in 2021¢ making up
9.12 percent of the country's
GDP and 30.4 percent of
total exports¢ the Ministry
of Energy and Mineral
Resources announced on
Sunday.

The extractive industries
generated JD1.94 billion of
the total revenue. while the
transformative industries
generated JD1.16 billion.

“In 2022¢ the ministry
signed seven memorandums

Azaiza, Australian envoy Jordan

2023 I 5438 (9)
(2971) adall

of understanding in an
effort to put Jordan firmly
on the regional and global
mining map:" the ministry
added: noting that previous
statements by the Minister of
Energy. Saleh Kharabsheh:
described the MoUs as a
strategytorestore momentum
to the mining sector. which
has a high industrial value.
The ministry has
additionally unveiled an
interactive map to promote
regions with  promising
mineral  resources  and
encourage oil and gas

N\

ol
Jordan>s mining sector revenue
at JD3.11bin in 2021

exploration.

Jordan's mineral
resources strategy aims to
increase the mining sector's
contribution to GDP to 11
percent by 2025. The sector
includes  extractive and
transformative  industries
that supply raw materials:
intermediate products: and
finished goods to local and
global markets.

Local mining industries
haverecentlymadesignificant
strides on many fronts most
notably in the extraction and
manufacture of phosphates:

potash bromine: chemical
acids: and fertilizers.

Because they provide
the raw materials for many
manufacturing industries
(such as fertilizers and
acids)c  the extractive
industries play a significant
role in fostering economic
independence and help
cut down on the import of
manufactured goods. In
the long run: this will boost
the GDP and contribute to
socialadvancementthrough
the efficient use of labor. the
ministry said.

talk joint cooperation

Amman
Minister of  Political and
Parliamentary Affairsc  Wajih

Azaiza; on Sunday discussed with
Australian Ambassador to Jordan
Bernard Lynch: ways to enhance
joint cooperation in multiple fields:
especially in empowerment and
training areas.

During the meeting: « Azaiza
said legislation related to Jordan's
political modernization came under
Royal directives and visions: to

reach a "democratic”" model aimed
to increase political and partisan
participationc which  enhances
citizens' role in the decision- making
process: especially women and
youth.

For his part. Lynch lauded "deep-

rooted" Jordanian- Australian
relations based on common
interestsc which are reflected in

multiple cooperationareas; stressing
the importance of continuing joint
programs and projects.

Khalayleh, Saudi Hajj minister talk
2023 pilgrimage arrangements

Amman

Minister of Awqaf Islamic Affairs
and Holy Placess Mohammad
Khalayleh and his accompanying
delegation on Sunday discussed in
Jeddah with the Saudi Minister of
Hajjand Umrah: Tawfiq bin Fawzan
Rabiah: arrangements for 2023
pilgrimage season.

The talks: according to a
ministry statement: went over
organizing this year's Hajj season
for Jordanian and 48 pilgrims:
in terms of residence in the holy
cities of Mecca and Madinah( and
shrines of Mount Arafat and Mina
which annually see pilgrimage
rituals.

Senate president meets
S.Korean parliament delegation

Amman

Senate  President  Faisal
Fayez met with a South Korean
parliament  delegation on
Sunday.

During the meeting: Fayez
said the Jordanian-Korean
are solid and based on mutual
respectc underscoring  His
Majesty King Abdullah II's and
the senate's commitment to
further advance them in various
fields.

He noted that Jordan's
economy was the most affected
by surrounding conflicts and
instability and Israel's rejection
of peace and international laws
related to Palestinians' rights: as
well as the Covid-19 pandemic

and Russo-Ukrainian  war
ramifications.

Amman is keen on
forging more partnerships
and investments with
Seouli he  stated: calling

on Korean investors to
leverage opportunities in the
Kingdom's medical tourism
transportation: energy: water:
and mining industries sectors.

Safety and security: an

encouraging investment
atmosphere: investor-
protective legislation: strategic
geographical  location: free

trade agreements. and several
economic and development
zones all make Jordan a
platform for regional and
global business: Fayez added.

Heurgedactivating religious:
therapeutic and archaeological
tourism cooperation to increase
tourist numbers: commending
Korea's support to Jordan in
bringing about regional peace
and putting an end to conflicts
and violence.

For their part. the delegation
reiterated the deep-rootedness
of the 60-year-old Jordanian-
Korean ties: expressing interest
in further developing relations.

They emphasized Jordan's
"positive role in the peace
process due to its distinguished
location and love for peace!”
pointing to economic
cooperation with the Kingdom
in energy and construction and
calling for partnerships in green
energy: hydrogenic industries:
and renewable energy.

Local

-Qatar trade exchanges

up by 28% in 2022-Data

Doha

Volume of Jordan-Qatar
trade exchange recorded
a  "significant" jump
exceeding more than 28%:
compared to 2021.

The 2022 joint trade
volume amounted to
about 800 million riyals
($233.5 million); up from
624 million riyals ($171.4
million) in 2021 according
to official Qatari data.

Growth in the two
countries' trade during
2022 stands at about
176 million riyals ($48.3

million). representing a
28.2% increase; compared
to 2021.

In statements to
"Petrai" Qatari traders
and importers attributed
the "significant” increase
in Jordan-Qatar trade
during the past year to the
growth in Jordan's exports
to Qatari market. especially
during FIFA World Cup
Qatar 2022 period: which
raised volume of demand
for goods and products.
especially foodstuff items.

The two countries' trade

balance over the past ten
years has exceeded 11.5
billion Qatari riyals ($3.17
billion). according  to
official statistics issued by
the Qatar Planning and
Statistics Authority (PSA).

During 20122017~
period: volume of Qatar's
exportstoJordanamounted
to about 5.35 billion Qatari
riyals: compared to 2.44bln
in imports. bringing the
export-import imbalance
value to 2.91 billion riyals:
representing a trade surplus
in favor of Qatar.

As for 20182021- period.
the trade surplus shifted in
favor of Jordan by 1bln
Qatari riyals; as the value
of Qatar’s exports during
those years amounted
to approximately 1.2bln
riyals compared to 2.2bln
in imports.

According to  these
data; the value of goods
re-exported from Qatar
to Jordan during the past
ten years amounted to
approximately 623 million
Qatari riyals  ($171.1
million).

Finance minister to deliver 2023
public budget speech Monday

Amman

Minister of Finance
Mohammad Issis is slated
to deliver the 2023 public
budget speech on Monday
before the Lower House
of Parliament:  amid
governmental optimism to
achieve positive outcomes
that reduce the financial
deficit through reform
programs to  gradually
move away from the
ramifications of  the
Covid-19 pandemic and the
Russo-Ukrainian war.

The 2023 budget
estimates JD11.4 billion of
expenditure: with a JD2.6-
billion pre-foreign aid
budget deficit and revenues
of JD9.6 billion. The Gross

Domestic Product (GDP)
is expected to grow by 2.7
percent to JD36.9 billion:
along with an inflation rate

of 3.8 percent.
The government had
previously affirmed it

would notimpose new taxes
or increase old ones in 2023
with the success of its anti-
tax evasion and avoidance
policies and a 6.6-percent
increase in tax collections
in addition to an increase in
foreign aid to JD802 million
(or 8 percent) last year.
Some JD355 million
were earmarked for the
Economic Modernization
Visionc  which aims;
through JD41-million
worth of investments: to

create one million jobs
over the next ten years: in
addition to JD40 million
allocated for the Public
Sector Modernization
Roadmap (20222033-).
Under a constitutional
amendment. the 2023
budget became the first to
be submitted under one
public budget law with
two chapters. One of these
chapters is dedicated to
the 25 government units:
which have a projected
income of JD671 million:
down JD283 million from
2022 after excluding the
Central Bank of Jordan's
budget:  while their
expenditure is estimated
at JD1.467 billion with a

JD795-million deficit.

Challenges facing the
2023 budget remain the
same as 80 percent of
expenditures are deducted
with 64 percent going to
wages: salaries: retirement
and compensation: and
16 percent going toward
loan interest. as well as the
below-ambition grants and
aid compared to the cost of
hosting refugees: which has
placed tremendous pressure
on the country's sectors.
Moreover: challenges
of unemployment:
inflationc and energy
price  fluctuations that
affect productivity and the
standard of living continue
to exist.
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