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Umrah over last 5 months-JSTA

Amman

About 68.000
Jordanian pilgrims
have performed Umrah
(Lesser Pilgrimage)
since beginning of the
Hijri Umrah season
that opened last August
until now: head of
the religious tourism
committee at Jordan
Society of Tourism and
Travel Agents (JSTA):

Belal Rubin: said on
Saturday.

In a statement to
"Petra." Rubin said
citizens' demand  for

Umrah trips has been
growing over the past
five months. driven by
school holidays and
the appropriate and
encouraging prices.
Expecting an increased
demand for Umrah trips
during the months of
January and February
2023 he called on the
concerned authorities
to extend Sustainability
Programme  (Istidama)
aimed to protect sector's
workers and exempt
pilgrimage and Umrah

offices from licensing fees

or reduce their amount. amount includes visa

He said price of land fees: accommodation
Umrah  trip ranges and transportation by
between JD260275- modern buses: while cost

per person in the

quadruple room: as the

of air Umrah trip ranges

e
Some 68,000 pilgrims performed

from

noted.

JD475500-
person. A total of 1:450
buses transported Umrah
pilgrims by land during
the past five months: he

per

dropped for the fourth
consecutive

UK house prices fall for

according to data published
on Friday.

Average house prices
fell 1.5 per cent between The

London
UK house prices have

month

decline marks a

4th consecutive month

November and December:
said mortgage
Halifax.

slowdown from the 2.4

provider per cent drop recorded
between  October and
November.

SCATTERED SHOWERS FORE
NORTHERN, CENTRAL AREAS SATURDAY -JMD

Amman

Weather will be cold on
Saturday and rain showers
are forecast during the
morning hours in the
northern regions that could
be heavy for a short period:
Jordan Meteorological
Department (JMD) said in
its daily brief. Meanwhile:
the Kingdom's central and
eastern regions will witness
light showers with westerly:
moderate winds.

In its report. the JMD
warns of the risk of fog
formation in the morning
hours:  especially  over
hilltops and slippery
roads in areas that witness
downpour in the country's
northern and central areas.

On Sunday: the weather
will  be cold almost
nationwide and pleasant in
the Jordan Valley. the Dead
Sea and Aqaba: with a slight
possibility of light showers
in the Kingdom's northern
areas in the morning hours.

As for Monday: the
Kingdom will be gradually
affected by an air depression
centered on Egypt's northern
coasts: accompanied by a
cold and moist air mass:
and rain often falls almost
nationwide. which  will
be heavy in the afternoon
hours for limited periods:
accompanied by thunder and
hail in some areas. However:
the chance of rain becomes
weak at night hours.

Temperatures in Amman
today will hit 13 degrees

\

Celsius: dipping to 5C at
night. while the port city of
Aqaba will see a fair 22C,
sliding to 11C during night
hours.

Deputizing for King:
Princess Maryam Ghazi
attends Christmas dinner in
Bethlehem

Bethlehem
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Int@)j: Positive ICT growth
in 2022 against all odds

Amman

The Telecommunications
and  Information  Technology
(ICT) sector maintained in 2022
the positive performance and
achievements that were made
over the past years despite crises:
according to experts and members
of the Board of Directors of the
Information and Communications
Technology Association of Jordan
(int@j).

Int@j said in a statement
Saturday that 2022 could be the year
of entrepreneurship and excellence
of Jordanian startups: particularly
after the launch of the Jordanian
Entrepreneurship Ecosystem and
Jordan Startup Map which targets
450 startups spread over 21 sectors.

Int@j Board of Directors
Chairman Eid Sweis said the
ITC sector pursues a "positive

and balanced" job as it aims to
raise exports to about$1 billion in
the coming years if government
incentives continue.

He pointed out that many ICT
companies posted remarkable
growth in 2022 especially those
that provide outsourcing services
to companies that newly entered
the market: or through existing
companies; or those that added
outsourcing as a new service.

Sweis stressed the importance
of introducing 5G services to
the Kingdom: thanks to telecom

companies' support: calling
for speeding up the selection
of equipment provider to start
developing networks towards a
faster service.

He also pointed to tangible steps
taken in support of cybersecurity
in Jordan: especially in the legal
aspect: and work on the artificial
intelligence strategy. the personal
data protection draft and other laws
and regulations.

Majed-Sifric Int@j board member
and CEO of Optimiza: said that the
crises that the world went through
in the past years; namely Covid-19
as well as political and economic
crises. proved the strength of the
information technology sector due
to various solutions it offered that
meet the requirements of most
sectors, improve their situation and
ensure their continuity.

He said the local ITC sector's
performance in 2022 was "good" as
it witnessed growth despite global
and health crises. explaining that
crises were behild growth due to
the increase in digital services
users at the governmental or
individual levels. Sifri pointed
to a high demand in Jordan and
regional countries for information
technology solutions and tools as
governments seek to implement
digital transformation strategies:
which raised demand for Jordanian
digital business solutions.

Dams> water storage rose

to 80mcm-

Amman
The Ministry of Water and
Irrigation announced that

Jordan's dams' storage went up
to 80(178 million cubic meters
(mcm) or 28.5% of their total

Ministry

capacity.

In a statement on Saturday:
the ministry said the highest
rainfall during the past 24 hours
was recorded in northern Irbid
governorate at 15.8 mm.

CAST IN JORDAN'S

Bethlehem: in Palestine.

wishes and

in Bethlehem: and her

Deputizing for His
Majesty King Abdullah.

HRH  Princess Maryam
Ghazic along with Palestinian
President Mahmoud Abbas:
on Friday evening attended
the Christmas dinner. on
the occasion of Christmas
according to the Julian
calendarc in the city of

Princess Maryam
conveyed the greetings
and  congratulations  of

His Majesty the King and
the Jordanian people to all
those celebrating Christmas:
according to the eastern
calendar. in Palestine and
the world: and His Majesty's

of goodness
peace to all. The Christmas
dinner was attended by
Patriarch Theophilos III of
Jerusalem: and a number of
official and religious figures.
In addition President Abbas
Friday evening received
Princess Maryam Ghazi
at the Presidential Palace

accompanying delegation.
President Abbas lauded
the deep-rooted ties
between the two peoples.
He commended Jordan's
role. under the leadership
of His Majesty the King: in
supporting the Palestinian
people and their just cause.
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Industry Minister: Private sector
accounts for 70 percent of GDP

Amman

Minister of Industry:
Trade and Supply Youssef
Shamali pledged Saturday
that the government will
address hurdles facing the
commercial and  service
sectors in the Kingdom.

He told a meeting with

the president and members
of the Jordan Chamber of
Commerce that the private

rose to the challenge during
the Russia- Ukraine war.

The

sector is a strategic partner King to modernize the
of the public sector as it political system: which
accounts for 70 percent of resulted in constitutional
GDP: adding that the sector amendments: the new

Minister urges steady energy
supplies during cold conditions

Amman

Minister of Energy and Mineral
Resources Saleh Kharabsheh said
Saturday that sufficient fuel supplies:
including liquefied gas: need to be
available. especially during the
winter.

He spoke during a tour of the
Amman LPG Filling Gas Station in
the neighborhood of Abu Alanda:
where he was accompanied by
Energy and Minerals Regulatory
Commission (EMRC) Chairman of
the Board of Commissioners. Ziyad
Saaida. The minister spoke of the
importance of updating legislation
to deal with any "developments in
the oil derivatives sector." calling
for cooperation by all concerned

parties to ensure quality service and
meet the needs of citizens in various
weather conditions.

For his part. Saaida called on
energy authorities to ensure the
provision of quality service. address
public complaints and promptly
deal with any interruptions:
assuring that the EMRC will
ensure that services meet technical
standards and regulations and carry
out regular and surprise checks of
gas stations across the Kingdom.

The regulatory commission: he
said¢ will ensure energy facilities
adhere to licensing regulations
and deal with any increases in
demand during the current weather
conditions.

out that the road map set
out by His Majesty the

parties and elections law and
the launch of the economic

Deputizing for King, Princess Maryam
Ghazi attends midnight mass in Bethlehem

Bethlehem

Deputizing for His Majesty
King Abdullah II. Her Highness
Princess Maryam Ghazic alongside
Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas: on Friday evening attended
Midnight Mass held at the Church
of the Nativity in West Bank city of

Bethlehem.
Speaking at the event. Princess

Maryam Ghazi conveyed
His Majesty's greetings and
congratulations  to  Christians
in Palestine on the occasion of
Christmas: wishing them a year full
of security and peace.

Police cracks 35yr old expat
murder cold case-PSD

Amman The  police  suspected
Criminal Investigation and arrested a person who
Department (CID) also worked at the same
agents cracked the killing construction site. Following
circumstances of an Arab further investigations: the
building guard expatriate murderer admitted that he

which went unsolved for 35
years.

In a statementt media
spokesperson for the Public
Security Directorate (PSD) said
CID personnel reinvestigated
the cold casec which was
committed in 1987 and
remained unsolved until today.

In its details a body of an
Arab expat was found killed
by two gunshot wounds at a
construction site north of the
capital and the killer's identity

remained unknown.

committed the crime: while
attempting to steal building
equipment and materials at
night. the spokesperson said.

However. the expat guard
woke up and resisted the
suspect: but was shot and
injured.

The case was referred
to Grand Criminal Court
which decided to detain the
killer at a correctional and
rehabilitation center on charges
of premeditated murder: the
official announced.

minister  pointed

minister:

modernization vision:
focused on investment and
the unemployment of one
million Jordanians in ten
years: at the rate of 100,000
annually.

Shamail: who is also labor
commended the
private sector's support of

the national employment
strategy to address
unemployment: a large part
of which¢ he said: was due to
the failure of disciplines to
meet labor market needs. He
called for forming sectoral
committees to  identify
problems and  propose

solutions.

He pointed to a study
to legalize and correct the
status of foreign workers that
allows them to move from
one sector to another: which
he said¢ will be referred to
commerce chambers shortly
for consultation.

FM, US Secretary of State discuss
consequences of storming Al-Agsa Mosque

Amman

Foreign Minister
Ayman Safadi on Friday
discussed with uUs
Secretary of State Anthony
Blinken the dangerous
consequences of storming
the Al-Agsa Mosque / Al-
Haram Al-Sharif by the
Israeli Minister of National
Security.

In a phone call with his
US counterpart. Safadi
called for mobilizing
efforts to preserve the
historical and legal status
quo in Jerusalem and its
holy sites and to prevent
the inevitable escalation
that will worsen if Israel's
violations continue.

Safadi said that what the
region needs is a real effort
to find a political horizon
for resolving the conflict on
the basis of the two-state
solutioni and not more
provocative and escalatory
measures that try to
impose extremist agendas
and threaten to trigger new
cycles of violence.

Safadi underlined
the centrality of the US
leading role in efforts to
stop unilateral measures

that undermine the
two-state solution: and
in  perpetuating calm

and putting the peace
process on a path that

leads to achieving a just
and comprehensive peace
based on the two-state
solution.

The foreign minister
expressed appreciation for
the clear position declared
by the US administration
on the need to respect the
historical and legal status
quo in holy sites and the
Hashemite custodianship
over them:¢ and on
emphasizing the need to
stop unilateral measures
that push towards
escalation and undermine
the two-state solution.

The two  ministers

said that Jordan and
the United States will
continue their joint efforts
to re-launch serious and
effective negotiations to
achieve a just: lasting and
comprehensive peace:
which is a regional and
international necessity
based on the two-state
solution.

The two ministers also
reafirmed the  robust
Jordanian- American
partnership and the two
countries' keenness to
deepen  cooperation in
various fields.

In the phone calli both

ministers highlighted
regional and international
issues and the efforts

exerted to solve crises in
the region and establish
security and stability.

Safadi also expressed
appreciation for the US
support to Jordan to
empower its economic
path and to deal with the
repercussions of regional
crises.

Blinken said that his
country appreciates
Jordan's role and King

Abdullah's  efforts  to
establish security: stability
and peace.

World food prices hit

Amman

World food prices eased
in December marking the
ninth consecutive monthly
fall. but gained more
than 14 per cent in 2022
compared to the previous
year. to reach the highest
since records began: the
Food and Agriculture
Organization's (FAO) said
on Friday.

The FAO's food price
indexc  which tracks
international prices of
the most globally traded
food commodities:
averaged 132.4 points last
month compared with a
revised 135.00 points for
November.

For 2022 as a whole: the
benchmark index averaged
143.7 points. up 18 points
or 143 per cent from
2021¢ and the highest since
records started in 1990.

The decline in the
index in December was
driven by a steep drop in
the international price of
vegetable oils: together with
some declines in cereal and
meat prices. but mitigated

record higlj in 2022: FAO

by slight increases in those
of sugar and dairy. the
FAO said.

Food prices surged after

Russia's military operations
in Ukraine in February last
year on fears of disruptions
to Black Sea trade. They

have pared gains in part
because of a UN-backed
grain export channel from
Ukraine.
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