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Local

Zarqa trade exports reach
$1.33bln in 2022-2Cl data

Zarqa

The total value of
certificates of  origin
issued by Zarqa Chamber
of Industry (ZCI) last
year amounted to $1.33
billion.

In  statements on
Wednesday. ZCI head:
Fares Hammouda: said
exports of the chamber's
members in Zarqa and
Mafraq governorates
have shifted from
concentration on specific
sectors to a "more
diversified" stage in the
exported products and
target markets.

He pointed out that
North American markets
accounted for 48.2% of
total exports in 2022
with a value of $641.6
million: of which $610.5
million were exports to
United States and $26.4
million to Canada.

Arab markets
accounted for 37.2% of
total exportslast year. with
a value of $494 million: of

RCJA decries Israeli ministers provocative

which $146.4 million went
to Saudi Arabia; $115
million to Iraq: and $60
million to Palestine.

Last year: the chamber's
exports to non-Arab
Asian countries amounted
to $76 million: of which
$7 million were exports
to Indiac $6.9 million

to Singapore. and $5.4
million to Turkey.
Meanwhile; value of
the chamber's exports to
European Union countries
last year amounted to
$51.9 million« of which
$25.9 million went to the
Netherlands: $12millionto
the United Kingdom: and

$3.7 to Greece: while value
of exports to non-Arab
African countries stood at
$4.4 million. Hammouda
said exports of leather
and textile industries
sector maintained the
first place last year worth
$718.52 million: followed
by catering, foodstufk
agricultural and livestock

industries at $179.71
million: construction
industries  at $145.59
million. engineering
electrical and information
technology industries

at $89.68 million and
plastic  and  rubber
industries at  $60.88
million. The remaining
exports concentrated
in chemical industries
and cosmetics sector at a
value of $58.81 million:
therapeutic industries and
medical supplies at $45
million: packaging: paper
and stationery supplies at
$31.11 million and wood
and furniture industries at
$1.47 million.

storming of Al-Agsa courtyards

Amman

Storming of Al-Agsa
Mosque courtyards by
Israeli National Security
Minister Itamar Ben-Gvir
is a " provocative" step: a
rejected attempt to impose
new status quo by finding
a synagogue for Jews and
officially opens door to
conduct Talmudic rituals
inside Al-Agsa Mosque
Secretary General of Royal
Committee for Jerusalem
Affairs (RCJA). Abdullah

on Wednesday: he said
this step is also a breach of
all the agreements signed

by Israeli governments:
primarily pledges made to
peace process Sponsors:
and contradicts all Israel's
claims of peace and
dialogue. While RCJA is
monitoring the dangerous
developments in the city
of Jerusalem: he said
it affirms rejection and
condemnation of Israeli
minister's move: under

institutions, adding that his
behavior would ignite the
region and lead it towards
inevitable confrontations.
He also referred to
warnings made by His
Majesty King Abdullah II
Hashemite Custodian over
Jerusalem's Islamic and
Christian holy sites at his
moves at all international
forums: that any change in
Jerusalem's historical status
quo will lead to " a third
intifada (uprising).

should force Israel to
preserve Jerusalem's
current historical status

quo and implement all

international  legitimacy
resolutions: including
the two-state  solution

and establishment of a
Palestinian state on the
1967 borders: with East
Jerusalem as its capital.
Jordan will maintain
support to Palestine and
Palestinian people's rights
to establish their state with

Kanaan. said.
In statements to "Petra"

protection of the Israeli
government and security

international

Therefore. he said the

community

East Jerusalem as its capital

he pointed out.

Amman
Jordanian Media Credibility
Monitorc Akeed: recorded 362
rumors circulated by Jordanians in
2022¢ through local media outlets
and social platforms.

In its annual report announced
Wednesday: Akeed said it has
developed a "quantitative and
qualitative" methodology  to
monitor rumors: defining them as
incorrect information related to
Jordanian public or interests; which
have reached more than 5 000
people via digital media.

Over 2022. AKEED found that
the number of rumors were 362
last year at a rate of 30 per month

2023@&15,3}52(956)73«?‘:: ‘18
Jordan saw 362
rumors in 2022-Monitor

down by 188; compared to 550
rumors recorded during 2021 as
the average number of fake items
has dropped from 46 in 2021 to 30
in 2022.

Last August recorded the highest
number of rumors during 2022
with 43 fake items: or 12% of the
total number. while April 2022
saw the least monthly number of
15 rumors. or 4% Akeed figures
showed. Health rumors hit 27
last year. down by 71 fake items:
compared to 2021, which saw 98
rumors and dropped to 27 in 2022
ranking the fifth (penultimate)
place. compared to the second slot
in 2021¢ Akeed data revealed.

(Tashgeel> provides employment
for 14,422 people since April 2022

Amman

A total of 14.422 people have
started new jobs through a
government-sponsored  program
launched in April 2022 under
agreements with 829 private-sector
institutions.

According to data obtained by the
Jordan News Agency (Petra): 7.630
females and 6.792 males have been
placed into jobs since last Aprili of
which 1:114 are beneficiaries of the
National Aid Fund.

The program¢ which aims to
provide 60.000 private-sector jobs:
has so far made 43,933 job openings
available: while a total of 43,076 job-
seekers registered for the program.

Applicants are employed in
accordance with employers' needs

and in coordination with economic
sector representatives. Under the
scheme( a man or woman employed
by a private sector entity will receive
a JD130 monthly wage subsidy
for a maximum of six months:
provided that the employer offers
the employee a one-year contract
at least. Moreover:. the program
also entails a JD10 contribution to
the worker's monthly social security
premium and a similar amount as
a transportation allowance for a
maximum of 6 months.

The program called on job-
seekers to register by visiting
employment departments across
the Kingdom or service centers
announced via the link: www.
tashgheel. gov.jo.

ISRAELI OCCUPATION HAS NO SOVEREIGNTY OVER
HOLY SITES IN JERUSALEM, SAYS HOUSE SPEAKER

Amman
Speaker of the Lower
House of Parliament

Ahmed Safadi said that the
Israeli government has no

sovereignty over Islamic
and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem.

Opening a lower House
session on Wednesday: he said
the house will promptly reach
out to Arab and international
parliaments so that they will
address their governments to
"expose the occupation”" and
take steps that reject the illegal
measures in Jerusalem.

Israel's provocative
practices and storming of the
al-Agsa Mosque are proof
of its terrorism: extremismu
and destruction that fuel
regional conflict: Safadi said
in a speech that the members
of parliament agreed to be
issued as an official statement:
urging the intervention of the
international community to
stop these measure: which: he
underscored are a "violation
of the international law and

resolutions of international
legitimacy."

He urged the halt of such
provocative and unacceptable
actsc which warn of further
tensions in the region and
undermine  prospects for
a political solution and
comprehensive peace.

Safadi affirmed that only
Jordan has sovereignty over
Jerusalem's holy sites.

Attempts to tamper with
the status quo and Judaize
Jerusalem  provoke  the
feelings of billions of Muslims
and Christians worldwide;
therefore. the international
community must stand firmly
against attempts to spark a
religious conflict that can
affecttheregion and the world:
Safadi warned.

He concluded by
underlining Muslims' and
Christians'  historic ~ right
to Jerusalem: adding that
"we will stand behind His
Majesty King Abdullah IL
the Custodian of holy sites in
Jerusalem."
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Expat worker recruitment still open to Jordan»s
industrial, agricultural sectors-Hadidi

Amman granted to some sectors; in address its imbalances due to job opportunities in the to find job opportunities Locallyc  he noted
Ministry of Labor line with the local market’s the presence of unemployed Jordanian market: and to employ Jordanians. in presence of expat workers
excluded Jordan's industrial Mmanpower needs: its Jordanian workers whether compete with Arab and cooperation with the private in a large number caused
and agricultural sectors and ~Secretary-General:  Farouk inprofessionalandvocational  foreign labor. sector and other concerned damage to the organized
domestic workers from the Hadidic said in a press areasoruniversityspecialties. On the ministry's key stakeholders. labor market: decreased
decision to stop recruitment Statement on Wednesday. He also stressed the role in this regard: he said Employment of job vacancies for
of expatriate workers. Hadidi noted the decision need to maintain national its steps aim to regulate Jordanians is a priority Jordanians. and increased
The ministry continues t0 stop —expat worker workforce training programs the labor market. set the by activating procedures unemployment problem:

to stop expat worker
recruitment. with exception

recruitment came to regulate
and assess local labor market:

private

House approves 2022
ASEZA Law amendments

Amman
During a  session  held
Wednesday. headed by Lower

House Speaker Ahmed Safadi and
attended by Cabinet members:
the House approved the amended
Aqgaba Special Economic Zone
Authority (ASEZA) draft law of
2022.

The House okayed the draft
law. as referred by its Economy
and Investment Committee. after
an extensive debate on the bill's
articles.

Per its mandating reasons:
foreign companies must initially
register at Companies Control
Department (CCD) ahead of

Senate president,

registering at ASEZA and revoke
reference to the social services tax:
in line with the abolition of its law:
to align ASEZA's tax system with
tax standards and rules.

On the other hand: the House
referred "70th" annual report of
Audit Bureau of 2021 to its Finance
Committee.

Deputy PM and Minister of Local
Administration Tawfiq Krishan(
said Prime Minister formed a
committee; headed by Minister of
State for Prime Ministry Affairs:
to review the Bureau's reports
clarifications: as many were rectified
and some others were transferred to
the judiciary.

UAE ambassador

meet over cooperation

Amman

Senate President Faisal Fayez on
Monday discussed with the United
Arab Emirates ambassador Sheikh
Khalifa Bin Mohammed Bin Khalid
Al-Nahyan prospects of enhancing
Jordanian-Emirati ties to serve the
interests of the two nations.

Fayez affirmed the strength of
ties between Jordan and the UAE
which are based on mutual respect:
indicating His Majesty King
Abdullah's and His Highness Sheikh

Mohammed bin Zayed Al Nahyan's
commitment to constantly advance
the relations.

For his part. the Emirati envoy
praised the high level of "historical
Emirati-Jordanian relations" that
are based on mutual respect to serve
the interests of the two countries.

The meeting tackled the region's
current situationi as well as
discussions over establishing new

investment cooperation in various
fields.

Rainfall raises dams storage
to 71lmcm in last 24 hours

Amman
Some 23.5 million cubic
meters (mcm) were channeled
into Wala Dam and Mujib Dam
in the past 24 hours; raising the
total amount in Jordan's dams
to 71.1lmcm (23.5 percent)
of their total capacity of

280.760mcm.

The Ministry of Water and
Irrigation on Wednesday said
the recent rainfall supplied
Wala and Mujib dams with
12.5mcm and  10mcmq
respectively. increasing their
storage to 12.625 (50.3 percent)
and 13.582 (55 percent).

Precipitation also increased
to 37.4 percenti constituting

47 percent of Jordan’s long-
term annual average rainfall
of 8.1bcm compared to 20.8
percent in the same period of
lastyear: theministryindicated.
The highest downpour during
the last 24 hours was recorded
in Madaba's Khan al Zabib (45
millimeters).

On the governorate level
Amman witnessed the highest
rainfall of 12.1 millimeters
(mm). followed by Zarqa with
5.5mm: Madaba with 5mm
Balqa with 4.6mm. Jerash with
4.1mm¢ Karak with 4mmu
Mafraq with 2mm; Tafileh with
1.9mm¢ Ma'an with 0.7mmu
and Agaba with 0.3mm.

in coordination with the
sector: to provide

necessary instructions and
take appropriate decisions

that curb expat workers
recruitment: he said.

especially in light of the

region's current conditions.

PM arrives in Manama on official visit

Manama
Prime Minister¢ Dr.
Bishr Khasawneh: on
Wednesday arrived in

Manama on an official
visitc during which he is
scheduled to meet with a
number of senior Bahraini
officials and hold talks
on bilateral relations and
issues and files of common
concern.

PM Khasawneh and

Bahraini Crown Prince
and Prime Minister. His
Highness Prince Salman
bin Hamad Al Khalifa will
chair meetings of the joint
Higher Jordanian-Bahraini
Committee on Thursday.
After the meetings of the
joint Jordanian-Bahraini
Higher = Committee: a
number of agreements
and memorandums
of understanding  will

be signed in the trade:
industry: health education:
transportation: tourism
and media fields.

The PM is accompanied
by ministers of State for
Prime Ministry: Ibrahim
Jazi; Education and Higher
Education and Scientific
Research: Azmy Mahafdha
Tourism and Antiquities:
Makram Qaisi; Interior
Mazen Faraya; Health

Firas Hawari; Industry and
Laborc Yousef Shamali(
and Culture Haifa Najjar.

Upon his arrival at
Bahrain  Airportt PM
was received by Bahraini
Foreign Minister /| Head
of  Honorary  Escort
Abdullatif Zayani
Minister of Cabinet Affairs
Hamad Malikic and a
number of senior Bahraini
officials.

Safadi meets with UAE
envoy over ties, cooperation

Amman

Lower House Speaker:
Ahmed Safadi on
Wednesday discussed with
Emirati Ambassador to
Jordan: Sheikh Khalifa bin
Mohammed bin Khalid bin
Sultan Al Nahyan: ways
to enhance the bilateral
relations in all fields.

During the meeting
Safadi expressed his best
wishes of success to Al
Nahyan on the occasion
of assuming his new
duties as accredited and
resident ambassador to the

Kingdom.

Safadi stressed
Parliament's keenness
to  strengthen bilateral

relations and strengthen

joint parliamentary
coordination.
He also stressed the

"deep-rooted" Jordanian-
Emirati relations and their
"advanced" leveli thanks
to the two countries'
leaderships. which always
seek to serve common
interests.

In this
highlighted

context. he
importance

of His Majesty King
Abdullah's short working
visit to UAE capitali Abu
Dhabi; today and his
meeting with Highness
Sheikh Mohammed bin
Zayed Al Nahyan. UAE
President.

Safadi  stressed  the
importance of maintaining
joint parliamentary
coordination and
mobilizing parliamentary
efforts to serve Arab and
Islamic issues: especially
the Palestinian cause and
Jerusalem and current

dangerous developments in
the holy city.

For his partt UAE envoy
said Jordanian- Emirati
relations are "deep-rooted
and historic." pointing to
his country's keenness to
develop them in various
fields to achieve common
interests.

He also expressed his
country's high appreciation
for the Kingdom under His
Majesty King Abdullah II's
leadership and his stances
in support of Arab and
Islamic causes.

Police arrest 15 drug dealers
in raids across Jordan

Amman

A series of police raids
and security campaigns
were launched  across
Jordan in the last 24 hours:
during which 15 drug
traffickers: some classified
as dangerous and armed:
were arrested in possession

of large quantities of
narcotics.
The Public Security

Department's (PSD)

spokesman said a security

force simultaneously
raided 4 hideouts in
Aqaba: arresting 5

dealers and seizing over
24 hashish blocks: 300
narcotic pills; and several
firearms.

In Zarqa: two traffickers
were raided and arrested
on a farm( from which
10 hashish blocks and
2,000 narcotic pills were

confiscated.
A "dangerous and
armed" trafficker in

Ma'an was ambushed by
police while attempting
to transport 3.5 hashish
blocks and 2,000
narcotic pills with his
partner in a vehicle.
He resisted the arrest
but police officers were
able to arrest him. A
dealer and his partner

were also ambushed and
arrested from his vehicle
in Mafraq in possession
of 11 hashish blocks and
4,000 narcotic pills.
Moreover, a dangerous

dealer wanted for 20
security counts was
captured in Ajloun: in

addition to two traffickers
in Balga and one in
Ramtha all in possession
of drugs and firearms.

Police find body of Madaba
man swept away by torrents

Amman

Rescue teams found the body ofa man: who had
been reported missing: in a pond that formed after
torrential rains triggered flooding.

The Public Security Department's (PSD)
spokesman on Wednesday said the Civil Defense
Department (CDD) staff immediately started
search and rescue operations in Madaba's Khan al
Zabib. after receiving the missing person's report.

The CDD's rescue teams' search efforts covered
20 kilometers: added the spokesman: urging
citizens to avoid low-lying areas where water
pools form and to not take risks by crossing roads
while water levels are high whether on foot or by

vehicle.
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