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Crown Prince attends joint
tactical exercise in Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi

His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Al Hussein
bin Abdullah II on
Tuesday attended a joint
Jordanian- Emirati tactical
military exercise in Abu
Dhabi.

The Jordan Armed

Forces- Arab Army
participated  in  the
exercise  through a
company of the Second
Royal Mechanised
Battalion. which is one
of the formations of the
Central Military Region:
where Crown Prince

Al Hussein serves as
assistant tank company
commander. His Royal
Highness listened to a
briefing on the exercise:
which seeks to enhance
personnel’s planning;
combat: and execution
skills ~ during various

conditions. Sheikh
Khaled bin Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
member of the Abu
Dhabi Executive Council
and chairman of the
Abu Dhabi Executive
Office: also attended the
exercise.

Recent rainfall channels
6mcm into dams in 24 hours

Amman

Recent rainfall
channeled 6 million cubic
meters (mcm) in 24 hours
into the Kingdom's dams:
the Ministry of Water
and Irrigation said in a
statement on Tuesday.

This year's wet season
witnessed more rainfall
as of Tuesday than the
correspondent period of
2021, going up to 2.823
billion  cubic  meters
(bcm). or 34.4 percent. of
Jordan’s long-term annual

SAVAGE

average rainfall of 8.1bcm
compared to 16.1 percent
of the long-term annual
average recorded in the
same period of 2021.
About 2.7 mcm were
mainly poured into the
Tannur Dam in Tafilah
758,000 cubic meters into
the Mujib Dam in Karak:
and 1.295 mcm into the
King Talal Dam in Jerash.
raising the total amount in
Jordan's dams to 43.5 mcm
(15.5 percent) of their full
capacity of 280.760 mcmq

compared to 38 mcm (13.8
percent) recorded in the
same period last year. added
the statement.

The total rainfall across
the Kingdom amounted
to about 1.147 becm during
the past 24 hours: with 741
mcm falling on the Ma'an
Governorate: followed by
109 mcm on Amman: 87
mcm on Agqaba: 54 mcm
on Mafraqq 44 mcm on
Tafilah and 40 mcm on
Karak.

The highest precipitation

rate; the statement noted:
was recorded in the
Shoubak municipality at
45.4 millimeters (mm).

On the governorate
levelc the precipitation
rate in Tafileh stood at
21.1mm. followed by
Karak with 18.5mm. Balqa
with  16mm: Madaba
with 14.8mm: Amman
with  14.6mm. Aqaba
with 12.5mm: Jerash with
7.3mmu Irbid with 4.9mmy
Zarqa with 4.8mm. and
Mafraq with 3.6mm.
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4.9-magnitude earthquake
recorded in Egypt’s eastern coast

Amman

An earthquake with a magnitude
of 49 on the Richter scale early
Tuesday hit the South Sinai area:
east of Egypt. according to the
Jordan Seismological Observatory

(JSO). In a statement; JSO Director
Ghassan Sweidan said an earthquake
hit the Sinai area at 3:15 am¢ at a
depth of 10km: and is considered
a moderate sensible earthquake on
the Richter scale.

Cleanup in Petra to
rehabilitate trails after floods

Petra
Petra Development Tourism
Region Authority (PDTRA) said
Tuesday that its is business as usual
in the Red Rose city after clean-up
operations following heavy rainfall
that triggered massive floods across
the southern region.
PDTRA Chief Commissioner
Suleiman Farajat said crews labored
to clean trails for visitors and hikers

at the archaological site and key
destination: which was struck by
downpours the previous day.

The tourist movement is going
normally as the authority's teams
worked to clean up streets water
drains and ferries in the Petra
district: and rehabilitate the main
trail to ensure the safety of tourists
and secure a smooth entry to the site:
Farajat told Petra.

Jordan is |least affected Arab country
by food price inflation: World Bank

Amman
A recent World Bank report
said that Jordan was the least Arab
country affected by global inflation
due to the rise in food prices« which
amounted to 3.5 percent.

According to the data: Jordan
advanced ascendingly over Libya:
Oman: Saudi Arabia; Qatar. Iraq
Kuwait. Bahrain: Algeria; Tunisia
Mauritania, Morocco and Egypt
while Lebanon came in the first place
in terms of food price inflation. with
a rate of 203.2 percent.

Food security in Jordan receives
great attention« as last year
witnessed the launch of the National
Strategy for Food Security (2021-
2030)¢ in addition to the National
Plan for Sustainable Agriculture
(20222025-).

Jordan imports food worth about
$4 billion annually. part of which
is raw materials for industry. and
the rest is ready for consumption.
according to the Jordan Chamber of
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Commerce.

The  strategy  comes  in
implementation of King Abdullah's
directives to turn Jordan into a
regional hub for food security.

The World Bank said that
food prices decreased in the third
quarter of 2022 but are expected to
remain high according to historical
standards.

The World Bank's food price
index fell 12 percent in the third
quarter of 2022 (on a quarterly
basis) after reaching an all-time
high in Aprili but remains nearly
20 percent higher than it was a year
ago.

It explained that food prices are
still high due to the devaluation of
local currencies: and it is expected
that those prices will decrease by 5
percent in 2023 before starting to
stabilize in 2024¢ explaining that
despite the expected declines; most
prices will remain high by historical
standards.

2 DEAD,

POWER OUTAGES, TRAVEL SNARLS

NEW YORK

zone: and the vehicles along

winds showed

signs

of

vehicles and under snow

‘Conditions are just so

cancellation of nearly 3.000

A brutal winter storm that
brought Christmas chaos to
millions of Americans will
be slow to dissipate; the US
National Weather Service
(NWS) said Monday: after
intense snow and frigid cold
caused power outages: travel
delays and at least 32 deaths
across the eastern part of the
country.

"Much of the -eastern
United States will remain in a
deep freeze through Monday
before a moderating trend
sets in on Tuesday:." the NWS
said in its latest advisory.

In Buffalo. western New
York: a blizzard left the city
marooned: with emergency
services unable to reach the
worst-hit areas.

"It is «like> going to a war

the sides of the roads are

shocking" said New York
Governor Kathy Hochul
a native Buffaloc where

2.4-metre snow drifts and
power outages made for life-
threatening conditions.
Hochul told reporters
Sunday evening that
residents were still in the
throes of a "very dangerous
life-threatening  situation”
and warned anyone in the
area to remain indoors.
More than 200.000 people
across several eastern states
woke up without power on
Christmas morning and
many more had their holiday
travel  plans  upended:
although the five-day-long
storm featuring blizzard
conditions and ferocious

easing.

The extreme weather sent
wind chill temperatures in
all 48 contiguous US states
below freezing over the
weekend: stranded holiday
travelers with thousands of
flights cancelled and trapped
residents in ice- and snow-
encrusted homes.

Thirty-two weather-
related deaths have been
confirmed across nine states:
including at least 13 in
Erie County where Buffalo
is located: with officials
warning the number is sure
to rise. Officials described

historically dangerous
conditions in the snow-
prone Buffalo region: with
hours-long whiteouts

and bodies discovered in

banks as emergency workers
struggled to search for those
in need of rescue.

The city’s international
airport remains closed until
Tuesday and a driving ban
remained in effect for all of
Erie County.

“We now have what’ll be
talked about not just today
but for generations <as> the
blizzard of 22.” Hochul said.
adding that the brutality
had surpassed the region’s
prior landmark snowstorm
of 1977 in the “intensity. the
longevity: the ferocity of the
winds.”

Due to frozen electric
substations: some residents
were not expected to regain
power until Tuesday: a
senior county official said.

bad’

The NWS earlier warned
that blizzard conditions in
western New York’s Great
Lakes region had continued
into Sunday. with “additional
Snow accumulations
<Sunday night>.”

One couple in Buffalo
across the border from
Canada: told AFP Saturday
that with  the roads
completely impassible they
would not be making a
10-minute drive to see their
family for Christmas.

“It's tough because the
conditionsarejustsobad... a
lot of fire departments aren’t
even sending out trucks
for calls.” said 40-year-old
Rebecca Bortolin.

The storm forced the

US flights on Sunday: in
addition to some 3,500
scrapped  on  Saturday
and nearly 6,000 Friday:
according to tracking website
Flightaware.com.

More than 1,000 US flights
had already been canceled
just hours into Monday: the
website reported.

Travelers
stranded or
airports throughout
Christmas Day including
at major hubs in Atlanta
Chicago: Denver: Detroit
and New York.

Road ice and white-out
conditions also led to the
temporary closure of some of
the nation’s busiest transport
routes; including the cross-
country Interstate 70.

remained

delayed at
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Amman

The national economy
made positive achievements
in 2022 despite enormous
challenges posed by global
and domestic crisesc which
took a heavy toll on various
economic sectors: according
to data.

Statistical data compiled
by Petra over varying
periods of the year showed
that the gross domestic
product grew by 2.9 percent
at constant market prices
in the second quarter of the
year. compared to the same
period of 2021.

Extractive
recorded

industries
the  highest
growth  rate of 7.4
percent.  followed by
the construction sector
by 4.9 percent: then
transport. storage and
telecommunications by 4.5
percent and wholesale and
retail businesses: hotels and
restaurants by 3.9 percent
the data revealed.

The Kingdom's income
from tourism soared 115
percent by the end of
November to $5.3 billion:
compared to the same period
in 2021¢ as 2.4 million more

Population, family health survey

foreign tourists arrived in the
Kingdom: raising the total to
4.6 million: according to the
statistics.

Expatriate remittances also
wereup 0.6 percentduring the
first ten months of 2022 from
the corresponding period of
2021¢ reaching $2.829 billion:
the data showed.

Foreign
reserves with the

currency
Central

to commence next week

SN
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Jordan economy grew in 2022 despite
crises, according to data

Bank recorded a peak of
$16.7 billion by the end of
November: enough to cover
the Kingdom's imports of
goods and services for a
period of 7 to 8 months:
according to the data.

It also showed deposits
with banks increasing during
the first ten months of the
year by JD2.4 billion: growing
6.1 percent to JD41.9 billion

at the end of last October:
while credit facilities granted
by banks also jumped by 2.3
billion dinars with a growth
rate of 7.6 percent. bringing
their balance to JD32.3
billion.

The statistics also showed
the volume of foreign direct
investment coming to the
Kingdom surged by 96.9
percent during the first half of

2022 to reach $548.4 million.

Meanwhile; travel data
released by the International
Airport  Group  showed
passenger traffic grew by
75.5 percent. compared to
2021¢ adding that Queen
Alia International Airport
recorded about 7.1 million
passengers during the eleven
months of 2022.

The volume of trading in

Local

the real estate market also
soared by 23 percent to reach
JD4.875 billion until the end
of October: compared to the
same period of 2021 the
data showed.

The unemployment rate in
the Kingdom was down 2.2
percent during the second
quarter of 2022¢ compared
to the same period of 2021,
recording 22.6  percent
according to the figures.

Consumer price index
(inflation) was wup 4.22
percent until the end
of November: reaching
106.68. compared to
102.36 in the same period
in 2021¢ according to the
data.

The value of national
exports was up 44 percent to
JD6.169 billion until the end
of September: compared to
JD4.283 billion in the same
period in 2021. while the
Kingdom's trade deficit it
jumped from the beginning
of 2022 until the end of
September by 32.8 percent:
reaching JD8.137 billion:
compared to the same period
in 2021¢ which amounted
to JD6.125 billion: the data
indicated.

Crown Prince meets Sheikh Khaled

Amman

The Department of Statistics
(DoS) said Tuesday its field teams
will start conducting the 2023
Jordan Population and Family
Health  Survey (JPFHS) next
Monday to provide essential data to
the Jordanian health sector.

In a statement: the DoS urged the

public to cooperate in the process:
assuring that information provided
by citizens will remain confidential.
The survey includes height and
weight measurements of 15 to
49-year-old women and children
under the age of 5. who are included
in the survey sample: as well as an
anemia test. the DoS pointed out.

PM follows up on weather condition,
stresses swift response to emergencies

Amman

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh urged all stakeholders
to be fully ready: cooperate and
coordinate with the operating
and emergency rooms: calling for
immediate response in dealing with
developments in the prevailing
weather condition.

Khasawneh gave his remarks in
a meeting with relevant ministers.
held Monday to follow up on
the developments of the weather
conditioni and to ensure full
readiness of the emergency rooms
and swift response to emergencies.

Khasawneh was briefed by the
ministers on efforts of the operating
and emergency rooms in various
regions of the Kingdom: to address
emergencies: especially with regard

to the safety of citizens: in addition
to addressing road closures due
to heavy rain. the Prime Minister
instructed the ministers to make
sure that operating and emergency
rooms provide shelters for citizens
and tourists who in need: especially
those residing in the Jordan Valley
and the south: where heavy rains
have caused a rise in the water level
and formed torrential rains in some
low areas and valleys.

The Preimer underlined the
importance of the swift response
of the operating and emergency
rooms to any developments as
soon as possible: stressing the need
for integrated work between all
operating and emergency rooms
across Kingdom to confront the
effects of weather conditions.

Malaysia landslide toll hits M
after man found hugging dog

KUALA Lumpur

The death toll from a
landslide at an unauthorised
campsite in Malaysia rose to 26
after search and rescue teams
on Wednesday found the body
of a man in a tight embrace
with his dog: officials said.
Seven people are still missing
after a predawn landslide on
Friday hit the site located at an
organic farm near the town of
Batang Kali in Selangor state:

just north of the capital Kuala
Lumpur. About 680 personnel
from various agencies led by
the fire and rescue department
and the police are involved

in the rescue operations.
On Wednesday: emergency
services Crews combing

through muddy terrain dug out
the body of a man still hugging
his dog: senior rescue official
Hafisham Mohamad Noor told
ATERS

bin Mohamed bin Zayed in Abu Dhabi

Abu Dhabi

His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Al Hussein
bin Abdullah II; on
Tuesday in Abu Dhabi
met with Sheikh Khaled
bin Mohamed bin Zayed
Al Nahyan: member of
the Abu Dhabi Executive
Council and chairman of
the Abu Dhabi Executive

Office.
The two sides
highlighted the deep-

rooted and distinguished
relations between Jordan
and the UAE( under the
leadership of His Majesty
King Abdullah and UAE
President Sheikh Mohamed
bin Zayed Al Nahyan.
expressing keenness to
bolster ties across all fields.

Crown Prince Al
Hussein  stressed  the
importance of expanding
Jordan-UAE cooperation
and partnership in various
vital sectors.

Jordan’s
to the

Ambassador
UAE  Nassar

Habashneh and Director
of the Office of the Crown
Prince Zaid Baqain
attended the  meeting
on the Jordanian side.
Supreme Audit Institution
President Humaid Abu
Shabas Commander of

the UAE Land Forces Maj.
Gen. Saeed Rashid Al
Shehhi; and a number of
senior officials attended the
meeting on the UAE side.
His Royal Highness
concluded his visit to Abu
Dhabi later on Tuesday.

Ukraine estimates grain
harvest fell around 40%

KYIV

Ukraine estimates its
grain harvest fell by around
40 per cent year on year due
to the Russian invasion:
a representative for the
country's industry told
AFP Friday.

"We expect a grain
harvest of 6566- million
tonnes” by the end of

the year. the head of
the  Ukrainian  Grain
Association Sergiy
Ivashchenko said

following a record harvest
of 106 million tonnes last
year.

"The main reason is the
war." which immediately
led to fuel shortages
and hindered sowing
Ivashchenko said.

Ukraine is a major

Russia's

but
invasion in late February

exporter

stopped shipments and
blocked 20 million tonnes
of grain in Ukraine's ports.

"Ports were blocked...
this broke a cycle" by
cutting farmers' source of
income: Ivashchenko said.

"That; and of course the

warc meant farmers did
not have enough money to
buy fertilisers. their yield
decreased:" he explained.

A landmark deal signed
in July and brokered by the
UN and Turkey established
a safe shipping corridor for
exports to resume.

"The occupation

of several
fighting in the fields:
and  the  destruction
of infrastructure” still
crippled production:
Ivashchenko said.

"We  usually sowed
grains over about 25
million hectares. This year
we only harvested over 18-
19 million hectares." he
said.

The landmark deal was
extended for 120 days in
November after intense
negotiations with Russia
which temporarily pulled
out of the agreement.

Overalli 580 ships
transporting around 15
million tonnes of cereals
have left Ukrainian ports
since then: according to the
country's authorities.

regions:
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