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Intl atomic energy agency hails

— R

Amman

The  International
Atomic Energy Agency
(TAEA)  hailed the
distinguished  technical
cooperation with Jordan
throughout the current
year.

In a letter presented by
the TAEA's Head of the
Department of Technical
Cooperation  Claudette
Maalouf on Monday: the
agency underscored that
Jordan's commitment
to exchanging expertise
with member states is a
clear indication of the
maturity of its technical

expertise. which qualified
the Kingdom to become
a distinguished regional
hub for training and
qualification in nuclear
science and technology.

The training
and qualification
opportunities offered by
Jordan to Arab countries
are highly efficient and a
major axis that works to
strengthen  cooperation
between Arab countries
on peaceful uses of nuclear
energy. it added.

The agency expressed
deep gratitude for Jordan's
support for neighboring

Jordan)s cooperation, training efforts

countries: including
Palestine; Iraqc Yemen
and other member states:
inaddition to the countries
of the Asia-Pacific region.

Jordan. it noted:
has  contributed to
strengthening the
capacities  of  these

countries in the various
fields of nuclear science
and technology:
including the fields of
radiation protection
preparedness

and response to
radiological and nuclear
emergencies: radioactive
waste management;

-

medicine and
food and
education

nuclear
oncology:
agriculture.
and training.

The Kingdom's
cooperation was also
embodied in the technical
cooperation  program
which included training
courses: workshops:
training  grants  and
scientific visits. About 20
activities took place during
a one-week to six months
training period: bringing
together about 236
specialists from member
states in Asia, the Pacific
and Arab countries.
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Three people injured after bus
tips over due to torrential rain

Amman
Three people were injured
after a coaster bus was tipped over
due to heavy rainfall in the Maan
governorate south of the Kingdom:
according to an official source.
Maan's main emergency
operations room on Monday said
that the bus was washed up by
torrential rain on the road to the
Al-Hussein Bin Talal University:

which  released a statement
suspending classes due to the
weather conditions for the safety
of its students shortly after the
incident took place.

Director of  the Jordan
Meteorological Department (JMD)
Raed Khattab told the Jordan News
Agency (Petra) earlier today that
the southern governorates could
expect the most precipitation.

Authorities on high alert as
downpour hits Kingdom

Amman

Torrential rains have been falling
on different governorates of the
Kingdom since Monday morning:
causing some valleys and low areas
to flood.

Governors across the Kingdom
urged citizens: particularly those
living in low-lying areas: to take
the necessary precautions to deal
with the depression and to contact
authorities in the event of an
emergency.

Meanwhile Director of the
Jordan Meteorological Department
(JMD) Raed Khattab said that rain
would increase the Kingdom's water
reserve: saying that it would bring
in the most rain since the start of
the wet season.

He told the Jordan News Agency
(Petra) that warnings had been
issued by the JMD for most of the
country. but that the southern
governorates could expect the most
precipitation.

Army foils infiltration,
smuggling attempt from Syria

Amman

The Eastern Military Zone on
Monday thwarted an infiltration
and smuggling attempt from Syrian
territory:. according to an official
military source in the General
Command of the Jordan Armed
Forces- Arab Army.

Border patrol agentsi working
with other security personnel

detected a border crossing attempt
from Syria and engaged the
intruders. According to the source:
several of the smugglers were
injured during the encounter. while
the rest made it back into Syrian
territory.

The army found 738 palm-sized
sheets of Hashish that the smugglers
had left behind.

Local Administration Ministry announces weather state of medium emergency

Amman

The Ministry of Local
Administration announced a
state of medium emergency
in all regions of the Kingdomx
as of midnight (Sunday /
Monday) astheairdepression
evolves.

services councils

and the

Administration

directed

immediately.

emergencies and situations:

their families.

main emergency room in the
ministry: to deal immediately
with any emergency that
may accompany the weather
conditionc and to inform
the main emergency room
in Amman of developments

The Ministry asked the In 2 t'in'lely manner via
(100) emergency rooms in the Ministry's emergency
the municipalities; the (20) system.
emergency rooms in the joint The Ministry of Local

all stakeholders to ensure
the readiness of machines:
equipment emergency
teams: and maintenance
supplies in emergency cases:
in addition to following up
on the situation in hot areas:
valley streams. torrential
rains ferries; and main roads
early and continuously. and
dealing with any accidents

The Ministry called on all
relevant stakeholders to fully

coordinate and cooperate
with administrative
rulers¢  operating and
other emergency rooms at
competent agenciesc and
to provide the available
machines: equipment:

cadresc and capabilities to
help dealing with weather

and to share emergency room
phone numbers with citizens
in various media and on
social media.

The Ministry of Local
Administration called on
citizens who live near valleys:
torrents and hotspots in the
winter season: to avoid these
areas in order to preserve

The Ministry also urged
citizens to fully adhere to
instructions for dealing
with the weather. and not
hesitate to contact the
main emergency room in
the Ministry in Amman
and contact (064641393)
to report any emergency
situation due to the

their lives and the lives

of weather.

KANAAN: DESIGNATION OF JERUSALEM AS PERMANENT
ARAB MEDIA CAPITAL EXPOSES ISRAELI BREACHES

Amman

Royal Committee for
Jerusalem Affairs Secretary-
General Abdullah Kanaan
said Monday that the
declaration of the city of
Jerusalem as the permanent
Arab media capital by Arab
information ministers is
an important approach to
expose Israel's Judaization
scheme in the occupied city.

Reaffirming Jerusalem's
special historicali legal and
spiritual status to the Arab
world: the Council of Arab
Information Ministers: in a
meeting in Tripolic Libya on
Saturday. named Jerusalem
as the permanent capital of
Arab media.

"This reassertion is key
to exposing the dangerous
attacks our people in the
occupied city are subjected
to. which threaten the Arab
civilizational  identity of
the city that the occupation
authority seeks to erase and
distort and replace it with
the Jewish identity based
on Talmudic lies that are

being promoted through its
Zionist schemes." he said in
a press release.

Kanaan pointed to the
need for "an integrated” Arab
media strategy to support
the Palestinian people's right
to self-determination and

preserving its deep-rooted
historical identity. especially
as the Palestinian human
land: sanctities and identity
are subject to systematic
daily attacks: he said.

"This  urgent  media
strategy is  particularly

needed to concur with the
rapid developments related
to settlements. incursions
and the enactment of
dangerous apartheid laws by
Israel: including the property
settlement law in the Old
City and around the Al-Aqgsa

Mosque with the support of
settlement companies in an
attempt to empty the Old
City and the entire city of
Jerusalem of Its people and
replace them with settlers."
the statement pointed out.
Kanaan said that the Royal

Commission for Jerusalem
Affairs: inthe contextof Arab
media efforts vis-a-vis the
Palestinian cause in general
and Jerusalem in particular.
reaffirms that global media
and international public
opinion is a key playing field
and space in the struggle
to defend the people in
Palestine and Jerusalem.

He said that the
committee;  based on
Jordan's position: historical
role and the Hashemite
custodianship over Islamic
and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem: considers all
international occasions:
celebrations and the media
as important platforms
to defend Palestine and
Jerusalem. Kanaan called on
the free Arab¢ Islamic and
international media to run
programs and designate time
to discuss the Palestinian
issue through reliable media
materiali hosting experts
and launching a media
platform for information:
including statistics and news
on Palestine and Jerusalem.
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Amman

His Highness Prince El
Hassan: President of the
Royal Institute for Inter- Faith
Studiesc Monday welcomed
heads and representatives
of the Eastern and Western
Churches at the Coptic
Orthodox Church on the
occasion of Christmas and
New Year.
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He wished Jordanian
Christians a happy
Christmas commending the
role of the "Jordanian family"
and  Christian  leaders:
who canceled Christmas
celebrations in solidarity with
the families of fallen public
security officers.

Religious holidays are a
great opportunity to deepen

Newly-appointed
officials sworn in

N\

ol
Prince El Hassan congratulates church
leaders on Christmas

coexistence among  the
people of the country: Prince
El Hassan said: adding that
turning religious holidays
into  national  holidays
promotes the role of religion
in society and the spirit of
solidarity.

His Highness hailed Arab
Christian  churches and
institutions in strengthening

the steadfastness of
Jerusalemites and preserving
the sanctities in the holy
city in the face of systematic
Judaization schemes:
calling for "a contemporary
theological position on the
Palestinian cause."

Prince El Hassan stressed
the importance of activating

ecumenical dialogue between
Christian churches in the
Arab world in order to meet
and offer a model for unity:
love: harmony: and building
diversity and pluralism.

He also renewed a call for
setting up an Arab-Islamic
heritage fund to promote
intellectual communication
and common understanding.

Local

Prince El Hassan engaged
in a dialogue with the
audience on the key issues:
including respect of diversity
and differences management
of  Jerusalem  religious
landmarks and the principle
of comprehensive citizenship
for religious and cultural
pluralism in Jordan and the
East.

Public Works Ministry: All roads open

Amman

New president of the Agqaba
Special Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA) Nayef Fayez on Monday
took the oath before Prime Minister
Bisher Khasawneh after he was
endorsed to the post by a royal
decree. Ziyad Saaida. who was also

named by aroyal decree as chairman
of the board of commissioners of
the Energy and Minerals Regulatory
Commission (EMRC); was also
sworn in by the prime minister in
a ceremony attended by Minister of
Energy and Mineral Resources Saleh
Kharabsheh.

Extremist settlers storm
al-Agsa mosque

Jerusalem

Dozens of Israeli settlers stormed
Monday the al-Agsa Mosque/
Haram al-Sharif compound in
occupied Jerusalem.

(endowment) and al-Agsa Affairs
Department in Jerusalem said that
the settlers carried out the raid
from the al-Magharebah Gate under
the heavy protection of the Israeli

In a statement; the Islamic Awqaf ~©ccupation police.

Israeli forces arrest 14

Palestinians in West Bank raids

Ramallah

Israeli occupation forces Monday
arrested 14 Palestinians following
raids across the West Bank and the
occupied city of Jerusalem.

Prisoners  Society = said  that
Israeli troops stormed dozens of
Palestinian-owned homes and
searched them in different areas
across the West Bank and occupied

In a statement; the Palestinian

East Jerusalem.

New JDI banknote

enters circulation: CB]J

Amman

A newly designed JD1 bill
containing enhanced security
features went into circulation
on Monday: announced the
Central Bank of Jordan (CB]J).

The new note is a part of
the fifth issue of national
banknotes: according to the
bank¢ which also said that
other denominations of the
issue 5 dinars¢ 10 dinars; 20
dinars¢ and 50 dinars will

THE HASHEMITE KINGDOM O_F_JOF!DAN
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in 20 years: includes upgraded.
durable paper quality in
addition to the industry's most
cutting-edge security features.

Detailing the changes: the
CBJ said that when the note is
lifted under alight. a watermark
of the Sherif Hussein Bin Ali
and the denomination 1 will
be visible: and when it is tilted
a 3D security thread and a
holographic patch with the
3D 7 looped star will also be

as downpours hit various regions

Amman

The Ministry of Public
Works and Housing said
Monday that all roads of
the Kingdom were open
after heavy downpours:
and that it only temporarily
closed the Dead Sea-
Karak highway due to the
accumulation of mud and
stones. In a press release:
the  ministry  warned
motorists on highways
of low visibility due to
the incessant rainfall
and low pressure and
said its fully-equipped
vehicles and crews were
on standby to respond to
all weather conditions and
any emergencies through

throughout the Kingdom's in

governorates. The ministry
ordered crews to raise their
alert level to medium
adding that it was carrying

complaints and maintain
services to citizens.

spread out regular inspections Other minor incidents
various regions in crews dealt with were light

coordination with other gatherings of rainwater in
agencies to address Zarqa and Balqa: as well as

removing stones and mud
on roadsides: it said

Area of licensed buildings
up 6pct in Jan-Oct of 2022

Amman

The total area of licensed
buildings in the Kingdom
increased by 6.3 percent
in the January-October
period of 2022 to reach
7.451 million square meters
(MSM) against 7.011 MSM
in the same period of
2021 according to figures
released on Monday by the
Department of Statistics
(DoS).

The data showed that the
number of building licenses

in the January-October
period of the current year
dropped by 2 percent to
a total of 21:473 licenses

compared  with 21,916
licenses in the same period
last year.

The area of residential
buildings rose to 6.173
MSM in the January-
October period of the
current year, marking a
0.3 percent rise from the
6.153 MSM recorded in the
corresponding period of

last year: the DoS said.

On the other hand: the
area of buildings licensed
for non-residential
purposes shot up by 49
percent in the first ten
months of 2022 reaching
1.278 MSM against 858.000
square meters in the same
period of 2021¢ the data
revealed.

Buildings licensed
for  housing  purposes
accounted for 82.8 percent
of the total area of licensed

buildings: leaving 17.2
percent to buildings used
for non-housing purposes:
according to the DoS.

In its geographic
breakdown of the data
the department said that
the central region of the
Kingdom accounted for
65.8 percent of the total
area of licensed buildings:
followed by the northern
and  southern  regions
at 24.9 and 9.3 percent:
respectively.

Senate committees tackle
public transport sector woes

Amman

Ajoint panel comprising
eight of the Senate's
permanent  committees:
headed by Chairman of the
Public Services Committee
Mostafa Hamarneh
on Monday discussed
public transport woes and
proposals to develop the
sector.

The joint panel
comprises heads of the

committees on  public
services: finance and
economy: education:

health and environment:
agriculture and water
labor and social
development: energy and
tourism.

and wars

countries:

neighboring

an infrastructure in cities

in Hepointed to "multiple
references" in the sectors

investment in the sector.
Hamarneh said

visible. It also noted the use of

gradually enter circulation and
be interchangeable with older

notes.

raised ink and raised lines that
can be felt upon holding the

The issue. which is the first Dbill.

Hamarneh noted as key
challenges to the transport
sector an increase in the
Kingdom’s population in
past decades as a result

that cannot accommodate
such large numbers as well
as a rise by ten fold in the
number of private vehicles
on the streets.

concerned with public

transport: absence
of institutionalized
coordination among
stakeholders: limited

resources and poor

another meeting will
be held to consider all
the points raised by
the committee heads
and come up with
recommendations.
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