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Local

Amman

His  Majesty King
Abdullah and France
President Emmanuel Macron
held talks at Al Husseiniya
Palace: covering bilateral ties
and the latest regional and
international developments.

At bilateral talks that were
followed by an expanded
meeting attended by His
Royal Highness Crown
Prince Al Hussein bin
Abdullah IIi the two leaders
stressed the deep-rooted
ties of friendship between
Jordan and France: as well
as keenness to advance them
further.

Speaking at the beginning
of the expanded meeting:
King Abdullah noted the
warm and historical bilateral
relationship: adding: "I only
see that the relationship
between our two countries is
growing by leaps and bounds
and I wanted to thank your
leadership for that and how
you help us.”

Referring to the second
Baghdad Conference for
Cooperation and Partnership
held at the Dead Sea: His
Majesty said: "I very much
appreciated your support for
the Baghdad II conference
yesterday: which I think went
very successfully as we broke
many boundaries to be able
to move forward."

"We look at France as an
integral part of our history

in the region." the King

For his partc President stability in the whole region
Macron

stressed the are

prospects”.

continued: adding, "This is
an amazing relationship that
we have always had with
France politically, more so

militarily: unfortunately
because of issues in our
region."

His Majesty said
discussions with President
Macron address the
challenges in Iraqc Syria
and Lebanon( as well as the
Palestinian  cause: noting
that the French president’s
"role in being able to focus on
the issues and the challenges
that we have has been of
tremendous help".

importance  of  France’s
cooperation with Jordan and
the outcomes of his talks with
the King: highlighting the
meetings held on the sidelines
of the Baghdad conference.

"I think the bilateral
relations are delivering great
results and we want to do
more" he said¢ expressing
France’s desire to support
Jordan’s projects and what is
important for the Jordanian
people.

"Your role in the region
and our cooperation and
critical issues for peace and

absolutely  essential
to us." President Macron
said¢ describing Jordan and
His Majesty as "very clear
partners. alliesc and friends
in the region for us."

The French president
described the second Baghdad
conference as a success
commending Jordan and the
King for their "convening
power and the ability to
gather all these countries
around the table and then
sharing the same agenda:
framing the discussion in the
region and supporting Iraqi
sovereignty and the different

"I want to thank you and
congratulate you because
I think it was not a done
deali and a few months ago
all of the people probably
doubted the collective ability
to organize such a conference:
and you did it. so thank
you very much:" President
Macron added.

At the talksc His Majesty
thanked France for providing
development support for
Jordan across various sectors:
expressing the Kingdom’s
keenness to expand economic
cooperation with France.

The King also commended

Allan denies decision to
impose new apparel taxes

Amman
President of the

Textile:

activity. he said the syndicate is
working "hard" to lower sales tax

Readymade Clothes and Footwear ©On garments and footwear: as

Syndicate Sultan Allan denied essential commodities; adding that
news reports on imposing a new its efforts also aim to slash tariffs on

garment tax.

tabrics: as production inputs; which

Allan, in a statement to "Petra” Wwould support the local industry’s
on Wednesday: noted a rumor of competitiveness.

unknown origin was circulated over

The syndicate; he noted: views

the past few hours that a new tax rumors as "harmful” to the citizens'
will be imposed on garment items interest. Jordan's trade sector and

locally.

national economy: which is battling

On its role to increase sales multiple difficulties.”

House Economy committee
approves ASEZA law amendments

Amman

committee's members said

The Lower House Economy
and Investment Committee
on Wednesday approved
amendments to Agaba Special
Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA) Law for 2022.

During its meeting: the
committee's chairman. MP
Omar Naber( presented the
bill's mandating reasons aimed
to oblige foreign companies
to register at ASEZA. revoke
reference to social services tax
in line with abolition of its law:
and align the authority's tax
system with international tax
standards and rules.

Following consultations
with stakeholders Naber said
the committee approved the
bill's articles after making the
necessary amendments.

For their part.  the

amendments seek to encourage
investment in Aqaba: making it
an "attractive” area for foreign
companies.

Meanwhile; Income and
Sales Tax Department (ISTD)
Director ~ General Husam
Abu Ali¢ said gov't's main goal
focuses on stimulating Aqaba's
economic  activity. adding
that incentives and privileges
are given to investors wishing
to launch their projects in
the port city and employ
Jordanians.

The bill's mandating reasons
seek to stimulate investment
in the real estate and housing
sector and increase the related
trading volume by lowering
fees collected in relation to
property value for sale and
donation contracts.
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France and the European
Union for supporting peace
efforts on the basis of the
two-state solution: stressing
that Jordan continues to
undertake effortsto safeguard
Islamic and Christian holy
sites in Jerusalem: under the
Hashemite Custodianship.

His Majesty stressed the
importance of maintaining
support for refugees and
UNRWA.

The talks also covered
international developments
and challenges: including
ways to cooperate in ensuring
food security and mitigating
the impact of climate change:
while maintaining efforts to
counter terrorism within a
holistic approach.

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh: Deputy Prime
Minister ~ and  Foreign
Minister ~Ayman  Safadi
Director of the Office of
His Majesty Jafar Hassan:
Jordan’s Ambassador to
France Makram  Queisi
and senior French officials

accompanying President
Macron attended the talks.
Earlier. an official

welcoming ceremony was
held at Al Husseiniya Palace
for President Macron: who
later concluded his visit to
Jordan. The French president
had arrived in the Kingdom
on Tuesday to participate in
the Baghdad conference at
the Dead Sea.

AND seizes 200k narcotic pills; nabs
smuggler in Northern Badia-PSD

Amman

The Anti-Narcotics
Department (AND) seized
200,000 narcotic pills
in possession of a drug
smuggler in the Northern
Badia region.

In a statement. media
spokesperson of Public
Security Directorate
(PSD) said an AND
investigation team tracked
tipoffs for months about a
person suspected of drug
smuggling and trafficking:
who possesses a "large"
quantity of narcotic pills

hidden in a desert area.

Following intelligence
efforts: information
collection and verification:
the spokesperson said the
suspect was raided and
arrested.

Guiding  authorities:
AND agents moved to an
unpopulated desert area in
a northern Badia region:
where narcotic substances
were hidden: and 200,000
narcotic pills were
seized: hidden in a rocky
terrainc the spokesperson
announced.

ACI, CPF launch electronic
internationalization initiative

Amman

The Amman Chamber
of Industry (ACI) and the
Crown Prince Foundation
(CPF) on  Wednesday
signed a memorandum
of cooperation to launch
a national initiative
titled "Electronic
Internationalization of
Jordanian Factories."

The memorandum
aims at upscaling
Jordanian factories' online
promotion and sale by
employing young people
across the  Kingdomu
through the CPF's
Platform for the National
Youth Engagement and
Volunteering Program
(Nahno). and allowing
them to apply their
knowledge and skills within
the concept of volunteering
thus  enhancing  their
chances of entering the

labor market as qualified
employees or business
owners.

The initiative includes
launching a laboratory for
online promotion and sale
through a comprehensive
service ~ program that

includes guidance:
traininge and  creating
top-grade promotional

work progress and forming
specialized joint teams to
work on each program the

materials and networking.
Young people's role will
be to help create these
materials after receiving
proper guidance from
professionals in the field
according to a statement by
the ACI.

The memorandum also
stipulates hiring liaison
officers to follow up on the

two sides agree upon.

Director General of the
ACI Nael Husami said the
agreement will boost joint
cooperation:  leveraging
the CPF's Nahno platform
noting that online
marketing has become
one of the key promotion
methods.

For her partc CPF's
Executive Director
Tammam Mango
underscored the
Foundation's commitment
to cooperating  with
stakeholders to drive youth
across the Kingdom toward
innovation and leadership
and technical and
professional work under
the directives of His Royal
Highness Crown Prince Al
Hussein bin Abdullah II.
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Fayez lauds «deep-rooted>
Jordanian-Egyptian relations

Amman

Senate  President:
Faisal Fayez affirmed the
"deep-rooted" Jordanian-
Egyptian relations based
on mutual  respect
common interests; and
efforts to serve Arab just
causes.

During his meeting
on Wednesday: with
Egyptian ~ Ambassador

to Jordani Mohammad
Samir Fayez said bilateral
relations  are "solid."
thanks to keenness of His
Majesty King Abdullah
II and Egypt's President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisic to
strengthen and build on
ties in various political
economic and investment
fields.

Fayez also stressed the
importance of increasing

joint cooperation:
activating bilateral
agreements. facilitating

movement of inter-trade
traffic and removing any
related obstacles.

Fayez said the region's
"delicate” circumstances

pan-Arab
unity to face and solve
surrounding challenges.

require

Fayez said Baghdad
Conference for
Cooperation and

Partnership in its second
session¢ which was hosted
by Jordan Tuesday at
the Dead Sea: under His
Majesty King Abdullah
IT'chairmanship: and
the recent tripartite
Jordanian-Iraqi- Egyptian
meetings: constitute
an "advanced" step
in the framework for
strengthening joint Arab

action.

These moves are a
"positive and advanced"
step aimed to develop
cooperation and
strengthen  partnership
relations in various fields:
which would overcome
the various challenges
facing the Arab countries:
he said.

In addition: he noted
these moves affirm "firm"
desire of Arab countries to
increase coordination and
push joint efforts. aimed
to achieve economic and
strategic integration.

For his part. Egyptian
envoy hailed the "high"
level of  "strategic"
Egyptian-Jordanian
relations in various fields.

The diplomat also
highlighted importance
of Baghdad Conference
for Cooperation
and Partnership and
the recent tripartite
Jordanian-Iraqi- Egyptian
summits at the leaders'
level: with a "remarkable”
dimension and impact
on the regional and
international arenas:
calling on implementing
their outcomes to serve
common interests.

The meeting dealt with
the importance of building
on and strengthening
Egyptian-Jordanian
relations in various fields
and sectors; foremost
are the economic and
investment areasc which
would address the two
countries' economic and
development challenges:
according to a Senate
statement.

Energy ministry

Local

signs 7 mining

MoUs since start of 2022

Amman

The Ministry of Energy and
Mineral Resources has signed seven
memoranda  of  understanding
since the start of 2022 in a bid to
put Jordan on the regional and
global mining map. In a press
release on Wednesday: Minister
Saleh Kharabsheh underscored the

mining sector's ability to supply the
economy with added value: expand
job opportunitiesc and achieve
sustainable development. Under
the agreements. global and regional
companies are expected to submit
economic feasibility studies on
exploring ores of rare earth elements:
including gold and copper.

Supply chains, silo stock
safe, says official

Amman
The Jordan Silos and Supply
General ~ Company  Director-

General Emad Tarawneh has said
supply chains were not affected
and stock in silos is safe. He told
the Jordan News Agency (Petra) on
Wednesday that the company had a
plan in case of emergencies to work
around the clock by using available

trucks in cooperation with the
authorities. Silos in Agaba shipped
15,000 tons of grains on Tuesday
after the shipping movement had
resumed in the Kingdom: said
Tarawneh: noting that Agqaba's
180,000 tons storage capacity
helped consistently supply wheat
and flour to mills and bakeries and
bulk malt to fodder centers.

EUROPE AN COMMISSION VP: JORDAN IS
ANCHOR OF STABILITY IN TURBULENT REGION

Amman

EU and its Member States

High Representativeofthe
European Union for Foreign
Affairs and Security Policy:
European Commission
Vice-President: Josep
Borrell has affirmed that
Jordan is an important
partner for the EU and
an anchor of stability in a
turbulent region.

In an interview with
Jordan  News  Agency
(Petra) on the sidelines
of the second Baghdad

Conference for Cooperation
and Partnership. which was
held in the Dead Sea region
on Tuesday:. Borrell stated
"our ties go beyond our
close bilateral partnership
and cooperation: Jordan is
for the EU an important and
reliable partner with whom
we do not only engage a lot
in bilateral relations. Jordan
is a partner of choice when
dealing with wider regional
issues. "

Speaking about the second
Baghdad Conference; he
indicated that the first
Baghdad Conference took
place in the Iraqi capital and
marked the return of Iraq to
the international stage as an
importantandactive regional
player. noting that holding
the second conference in
the neighboring Jordan
underlines the role and
responsible engagement
of Jordan for the regional
stability and security.

"The topics discussed
here are relevant not only
for Iraq but for the entire
region:  the country’s
stability. its development
and prosperity. as well as
regional cooperation: fight
against terrorism. increasing
food and energy security or
working on the issue of water
management." he pointed
out. stressing that Jordan
plays an active and crucial
role in all of them.

On  the  partnership
between the EU and Jordan:
he said "In June: we held our
14th EU-Jordan Association
Council in Amman for the
first time outside of Brussels:
which is an important sign.
But beyond the symbolism
of thisc we also defined our
new Partnership Priorities:
making Jordan a key
country in our Southern
Neighborhood: working on
anew and ambitious strategic
and forward-looking
partnership with the EU."

"Before  the  Russian
aggression against Ukraine:
our key priorities with
Jordan were strengthening

cooperation on regional
stability =~ and  security;
promoting sustainable
economic  growthi and
strengthening good
governance and  respect

for human rights. This still
holdsc now: we also focus
on working for upholding
the rules-based system and
dealing with the hugely
damaging consequences
of Putin’s war on food and
energy security in Jordan:
the entire Middle East: and
the whole world/" the envoy
further stated.

Besides the Partnership
Priorities: Borrell

emphasized that the
cornerstone of the EU
partnership with Jordan
remains democratic
principles: fundamental
freedoms: and human
rightse adding that the
EU and the Kingdom

work closely on regional
integration. renewable
energy development. as well
as energy efficiency and
sustainable management of
water resources in Jordan.
The high representative

also indicated that the
Russian-Ukrainian war
caused the most serious

case of food insecurity in
decades. adding "under the
Team Europe Response to
Global Food Insecurity: the
EU is supporting UN-led
efforts to address the current
situation and working with
our partners to promote
sustainable alternative
solutions in the medium and
longer term."

The EU is also supporting
the most vulnerable
countries in the region with
EUR 225 million under
the "Food and Resilience
Facility" from which EUR
25 Million were designated
for Jordan: he highlighted:
noting that "the European
Investment Bank signed:

only 2 daysago: the financing
agreement for a 200 MEUR
loan for the Aqaba-Amman
Water Desalination and
Conveyance Project (an EU
Flagship and one of top JO
Government’s  investment
priorities) and a 60 MEUR
credit line to Jordan
Kuwait Bank to strengthen
financing to local SMEs
and businesses. These are
concrete examples of our
joint efforts to support the
efforts of Jordan to address
current challenges. mitigate
climate change and enhance
private sector development
and job creation."

Regarding Jordan's reform
agenda: Borrell stated "we
closely follow the ongoing
efforts to implement a wide
range of reforms and Jordan
has our strong support for his
reform process: especially the
modernization of the political
system and the economic
reforms: confirming that the
EU is ready to assist in areas
where our assistance can be
useful and is requested.

The investment platform
was finally launched during
the meetings of the Jordan-
European Partnership
Council the envoy
confirmed: indicating that
the EU-Jordan Investment

Platform aims to boost
investment in the country
and it is an important
mechanism to  enhance
coordination between the

Jordanian government
European Financial
Institutions; the EU and
local and international
stakeholders.

Continuing: he said that
the platform "closes the gap
between Jordanian priority
investment projects and the
mobilization of necessary
funding for effective
implementation. It will be
able to leverage up to EUR
2.5 billion of investments:
which would be a significant

boost for the Jordanian
economy."
Responding to a question

on Jordan's humanitarian
role in receiving refugees:
the envoy stated "We are
fully aware and commend
Jordan’s  generosity and
solidarity in hosting a large
number of: inter alia Syrian
and Palestinian. refugees.
We are also aware of the
challenges this poses for
Jordanian society and the
economy. That is why the
EU is committed to continue
supporting Jordan in hosting
refugees.”

"Let me just recall that the

are the largest donor - both
for the Syrian refugees and
for the host communities in
the neighboring countries
of Syriac including Jordan.
Over the last decade we
contributed EUR 25 billion
over alll" he said¢ adding
"the ~ European  Union
organizes every year the
Brussels conference on the
future of Syria in order to
raise the necessary funds:
and make the international
community not forget about
the plight of the Syrian
people and the generosity
of the host countries such
as Jordan. Next year. we
are preparing the seventh
edition of this fundraising
conference in Brussels. "

Speaking on the
Palestinian issue: he stated
"we will work with the
new Israeli government on
bilateral cooperation and
on regional issues: focusing
on moving forward the
peace process between the
Israelis and the Palestinians."
stressing that the EU is ready
to support the resumption
of a meaningful peace
process towards a two-
State solution: on the basis
of two states - Israel and
Palestine - living side by
side in peace and security
and in good relations with
their neighbors. For this to
happen: direct negotiations
should be resumed.

“The  ongoing  major
upsurge in violence only
confirms the urgent need
to restart the meaningful
political process and give
people a perspective and a
genuine hope for a better
future. But this is something
for the parties involved to
realize and launch. We
cannot force them: we can
only encourage them and
this is what we continue
doing:" he noted.
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