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Attempt to smuggle 200k Captagon
tablets, 2.5 kg crystal meth foiled

Amman
Customs workers at
Jaber Border Crossing:

in cooperation and refrigerator truck loaded foreign plate and coming

coordination with with fruits and has a from a neighboring threats
Jordanian security foreign plate: coming from country.

apparatuses: thwarted @ neighboring country. JCD Director General

an attempt to smuggle The department also Jalal Qudah¢ affirmed technologies
200,000 Captagon narcotic announced  that  the customs personnel's

pills.
In a press statement

on Wednesday: Jordan

Customs
(JCD)said the 36kilograms
drugs were concealed in a

customs agents at the same
border crossing also seized
2.5 kilograms of narcotic

Department

crystal
was hidden in a public
passenger vehicle with a

readiness and their "high"
efficiency with continuous
action

TR
R/ /R\

meth:  which

along with all

security departments; to
confront drug scourge.

He also noted continued
endeavors seek to confront
to the citizens'
security and safety. within
the latest methods and

globally: to enforce law
and protect society from
dangerous substances and
their harmful effects.
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NCFA launches <My Family> app to

Development
Wednesday launched "My Family"
application: which is an interactive
platform

adopted

issues as its top priority.

activities of National Conference
for Early Childhood Development:
Reality and Opportunities. reflects
the council's role that views family

(AGFUND). on

aimed to developing

improve child skill acquisition

Amman Theapp: henoted: aimsto provide

The National Council for Family ~children  with  developmental
Affairs (NCFA). in cooperation experiences to build and develop
with the Arab Gulf Program for their personality.

The platform features a set of
developmental skills that children
should acquire during a number
of age stages. primarily linguistic

children's mental skills. sociali emotional and cognitive
In a statement to "Petra," NCFA's ~competencies; he pointed out.
Secretary- General, Mohammad Interested  parents: families:
Miqdadi said theapplication: which childcare providers and related
was launched on the sidelines of the ~associations ~ can  access  the

application at Google Play: https://
play. google.com/store/apps/
details?id=com. qtech. ncfa,
through the App Store: https://
apps.apple.com/jo

or

Riyadh summit; a milestone in Sino-Arab relations, says envoy

Amman
Chinese Ambassador to
Jordan Chen Chuandong

stressed the importance of the
Sino-Arab  Summitc which
was held in the Saudi capital
Riyadh: describing it as a
milestone in the history of
Chinese- Arab relations.

Chen told a  press
conference on Wednesday:
that the summit is the largest
and highest-level diplomatic
event between China and the
Arab world since the founding
of the People’s Republic of
China; noting that it was
the first time that all Arab
countries have met with a
country outside the region.

The envoy pointed out that
Chinese President Xi Jinping
proposed  "Eight Major
Common Actions" for China-
Arab practical cooperation
in the next three to five years
during the summit.

First: to support common
action for development:
in which the Chinese side
will discuss with the Arab
states the implementation
of development cooperation
assistance projects with a
total value of 5 billion yuan
(around $719 million)¢ and
include 30 qualified Arab
states projects into the global
development initiative project
pool.

The Jordanian-Chinese According to the
relations are "distinguished:" demand from Arab states
he said¢ underlining that for  production  capacity:
Jordan plays an important infrastructure. energy. and
role in developing relations green finance, China will

and cooperation with China
and countries in the region.
Jordanian exports to China
grew this year by 50 percent
the envoy indicated.

China and Arab states
have nurtured the spirit of
friendship featuring "solidarity
and mutual assistance:
equality and mutual benefit.
and inclusiveness and mutual
learning."

As strategic partners. China
and Arab states should carry
forward the spirit of China-
Arab friendship: strengthen
solidarity and cooperation:
and foster a closer China- Arab
community with a shared

future: he added.

provide credit support. and
infrastructure investment
with more high-quality. low-
cost by Asian Infrastructure
Investment Bank.

According to the progress of
the exchange of letters: zero-
tariff treatment will be given to
98 percent of the products of
the least developed countries
in Arab states.

Moreover. China  will
provide humanitarian and
reconstruction assistance to
Palestine: Yemen: Lebanon:
Syria and other countries.

The country strives to reach
a trade volume of $430 billion
in 2027 with Arab states: he
added.

Second: joint action on
food security: in which China
underscored its commitment
to helping Arab states
enhance food security and
comprehensive  agricultural
production capacity; jointly
build five modern agricultural
joint laboratories. carry out

50 agricultural technology
cooperation  demonstration
projectsc and  send 500
agricultural technical
experts to Arab states to help
increase grain production

and agricultural production
efficiency; to establish a "green
channel" for the export of
high-quality agricultural and
food products from Arab
states to China.

Third: joint health action: in
which China said it will work
with Arab states to jointly build
a public health science and
technology cooperation center
and a vaccine innovation and
research and development
cooperation alliance:
implement five traditional
Chinese medicine cooperation
projects in Arab  states:
continue to send Chinese
medical teams to work in Arab
statesc and perform 2.000
cases of free cataract surgery
and other Telemedicine health
services.

Fourth. jointactionongreen
innovation( in which China
will work with Arab states
to establish the China-Arab
International Research Center
on drought. desertification
and land degradation: and

to implement five South-
South cooperation projects
to address climate change;
to use the China Fengyun
Meteorological Satelliteand the
Beijing World Meteorological
Center to support Arab states
in disaster prevention and

mitigation.
China is also willing to
establish the China-Arab

Beidou Application Industry
Promotion Center to provide
high-quality  services  for
Arab states in the fields of
transportation. precision
agriculture: search and rescue:
among others. Additionally:
it will build a number of joint
laboratories or research and
development cooperation
centersc and provide 300
advanced and applicable
technologies to the Arab
states.

Fifth jointaction on energy
securityc in which China
will work with Arab states
to build a Sino-Arab Clean
Energy Cooperation Center:
and support Chinese energy
companies and financial
institutions to participate in
renewable energy projects
with a total installed capacity
of more than 5 million
kilowatts in Arab states:
carry out energy technology
research and development
cooperation with Arab states:
and strengthen energy policy
coordination to promote
the establishment of a fair
equitable;  balanced and
inclusive ~ global  energy

governance system.

Sixth. dialogue  among
civilizations and joint action:
in which China will invite
1,000 people from Arab states'
political parties¢ parliament:
media; and think tanks to
come to China for exchanges:
promote cooperation between
500 Chinese and Arab cultural
and tourism  companies:
and train 1.000 cultural and
tourism talents for the country.

Furthermore: China
and Arab states will work
together on the translation of
50 audio and visual program
cooperation projects: continue
to strengthen the China- Arab
Reform and Development
Research Center: and enhance
dialogue among civilizations
and exchanges of experience
in governance.

Seventh young  people
should act together. in
which the Chinese side will
hold the China-Arab Youth
Development Forum: launch
the "China-Arab Universities
1010+ Cooperation  Plan'
invite 100 young scientists
from the Arab side to come to
China for scientific research
exchanges. invite 3,000 young
people to participate in Sino-
Arab cultural exchanges: and
invite 10000 Arab talents to
participate in professional
training in poverty alleviation.
health green development
and other fields and promote
the construction of more
Luban workshops in Arab
states.

Eighth. joint action on
security and stability. in
which the Chinese side
will work with Arab states
to strengthen strategic
dialogues between defense
departments and academics:
deepen cooperation in areas
such as maritime security:
international  peacekeeping:
and professional technology:
and expand joint exercises
and personnel training: train
1:500 people for Arab states
on network security.

China said it will also
work  with  Arab states
in implementing the
"China-Arab Data Security
Cooperation Initiative"
establish a  China-Arab

network information exchange
mechanism: and strengthen
exchanges and dialogues in
areas such as data governance
and network security.

The envoy stressed the
importance of the Riyadh
Declaration and joint efforts
to build the Arab-Chinese
community for a common
future towards a new era
strengthen  solidarity —and
cooperation between the Arab
countries and the People’s
Republic of China¢ support
the achievement of the
nation’s renaissance for each
of them: promote peace and
development in the region:
preserve international justice
and fairness: and to contribute
to the establishment of a
society common future for
mankind.

Petrides: Jordan «main» factor of regional stability

Amman

Cypriot Defense Minister:
Charalambos Petrides: said
Jordan is a "main" factor of
stability in the region.

In an interview with
"Petra" on the sidelines of
his visit to the Kingdom:
which began on Wednesday:
Petrides said recognising the
extremely important role of
Jordan as a factor of stability
in the region/ Cyprus is
attributing great importance
in further developing its

bilateral ties with your
country.

"Our respective
leaders  have  excellent
cooperation and our

political consultations and
collaboration is also at a
historic high." he pointed
out.

"Cyprus maintains
excellent bilateral relations
with almost all countries of
the region. Our objective
is to create an environment
conducive to lasting peace:
security and prosperity in

the region: in which Jordan
constitutes an  essential
beacon of stability." he said.

He also said Cyprus is
also one of the staunchest
supporters of Jordan in the
EU - always advocating
for the need the EU to pay
closer attention to Jordan’s
security needs: adding that
his country will continue
working and enhancing our
partnership with Jordan.

He said his working
visit to Jordan following
an invitation from the
Chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff and should
be seen in the context of the
"excellent" bilateral relations
between Cyprus and Jordan
and reflects the "very good"
cooperation between the
two countries in the areas of
security and defence.

" Our aim is to have
productive and forward
looking consultations and
exchange of views on issues
related to our bilateral
defence cooperation as well

as issues of mutual interest:
especially for the security of
the Eastern Mediterranean
and the Middle East" he
noted.

Cyprus always aims to
cultivate close and friendly
relations with all our
neighbours and especially
with the Arab world. In this
context we ascribe special
significance to our relations
with Jordan: he said.

From our point of view:
Petrides said: "We are keen
to maintain the momentum
in bilateral defence
cooperation  which  has
progressed in a very steady
pace over the last two years. "

Petrides said his wvisit
coincides with the 60th
anniversary of celebrating
Jordan-Cyprus diplomatic
relations.

For marking this special
occasionc he noted his
country's armed forces
donated an  armoured
vehicle that belonged to
Cypriot National Guard:

for display at the Royal Tank
Museum in Amman.

On biateral relations and
the existing cooperation
between Cyprus and Jordan
in various fields. especially
defense cooperation: he said
bilateral defence cooperation
is "a very meaningful" one:
adding that " we have a very
targeted and substantial
annual defence cooperation
programme that every year
is expanded with new areas
and activities. "

" We are on a trajectory
for enhancing our defence
collaboration even further
and built on our existing

fruitful cooperation:" he
said.
Notably. he said: "We

have excellent cooperation
in our various joint activities
and exercises that enhance
the interoperability and
military to military ties
between our personnel.”
Cypriot Armed Forces
have been benefited
immensely having being able

to take part in important
multinational exercises that
take place in Jordan such
with our Special Forces at
Exercise "Eager Lion" and
"Warrior Competition" and
able to access and receive
specialized  anti-terrorism
training in the impressive
King Abdullah II Special
Operations Training Center
(KASOTC): he noted.
Cyprus and Jordan share
common interests and are
called upon to face common
challenges. Atthesame time:
we have common goals that
are no other than regional
stability and prosperity for
our citizens. To this end
our two countries have a
shared interest in combating
terrorismq he pointed out.
Amongst other forms of
cooperationc both Cyprus
and Jordan are part of the
Global Coalition against
Daesh and Cyprus supported
His Majesty’s Aqaba Process
by  providing  military
equipment in support of the

Jordanian Armed Forces: he
said.

In this context in March
Cyprus participated in the
Agaba Process meeting
on [East Africac upon
invitation by His Majesty:
he noted.

The tripartite cooperation
mechanism between
Jordan: Cyprus and Greece
contributes to  regional
cooperation  he said.
adding that it is a "very
effective” form of regional
multilateralism that
provides a paradigm shift
for the entire region.

"We already had anumber
of trilateral Summits and I
was honored to host the first
trilateral meeting on defence
issues last December in
Cyprus:" he stated.

There is "huge" scope and
potential to this project
not only in the fields of
defence and security but
also¢ in trade: investments:
energy: tourismi culture and
education: he concluded.
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KING EXTENDS CHRISTMAS WISHES TO JORDANIAN, PALESTINIAN
RE

REAFFIRMS SAFEGUARDING HOLY SITES AS

Amman

His Majesty King
Abdullahi on Wednesday
at Al Husseiniya Palace:
stressed that safeguarding
and  protecting  Islamic
and Christian holy sites in
Jerusalem is a religious and
historical duty.

At a meeting with heads
of Churches in Jerusalem

and Jordan;  Christian
figuresc and Jerusalem
awqaf representatives on

the occasion of Christmas:
King Abdullah expressed
Jordan’s condemnation
of the violations against
worshippers in Jerusalem
and other holy sites in the
Palestinian Territories.

His Majesty reaffirmed
ongoing cooperation
between Jordan and the

Palestinians in countering
violations against Islamic
and Christian holy sites
and propertiesc  noting
the Kingdom’s keenness
to highlight the concerns
of Jerusalemites and

difficulties facing them to the
international community.

At the meeting attended
by His Royal Highness
Crown Prince Al Hussein
bin Abdullah II and His
Royal = Highness  Prince
Ghazi bin Muhammad: His

2022 Jgi 838 (15) puseidl
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religious and cultural affairs
and personal envoy the King
extended Christmas greetings
to Christians in Jordan
Palestine; and around the
world.

Greek Orthodox Patriarch

of Jerusalem: and Head
of Jerusalem Council
of Churches Patriarch
Theophilos III  expressed

appreciation of His Majesty’s
steadfast position towards
promoting  peace and
harmony: defending Islamic
and Christian holy sites: and

supporting the Christian
presence in the Holy Land.
"As the heads of the
churches and  Christian
communities of the Holy
Land: we want to assure you
once again of our full support
of you in your essential
role as the Custodian of the
Christian and Islamic holy
places in the Holy Land."
Patriarch Theophilos III said.
The Patriarch lauded His
Majesty’s role in promoting
interfaith  harmony and
coexistence. which represent

ELIGI

hope and security to all
peoples in the region: noting
that Jordan will always remain
a beacon of stability. mutual
respect: and tolerance.

For his part. Archbishop
Pierbattista Pizzaballa; the
Latin Patriarch of Jerusalemx
addressed the King: saying
"we join our voice with Your
Majesty’s voice: in defence
of truth and justice: as an
advocate for preserving the
status quo. and we strive
with Your Majesty to work
for peace and to reach a just

Majesty’s chief adviser for

Continued truck disruption
affects exports-daghbir

B 5
——_-:—'?z‘
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oy’ “omonent

stuck in Aqaba to date and nearly

Amman

Head of Jordan Chamber of
Industry (JCI). Fathi Jaghbir. said
the continued truck disruption
will negatively affect Jordanian
industrial exportsc which have
achieved "significant” growth since
the beginning of 2022.

A survey conducted by Amman
Chamber of Industry (ACI) showed
that 160 industrial companies have
1,200 production input containers

750  containers are awaiting
transportation for export purposes:
Jaghbir said in a statement on
Wednesday.

Calling on securing transport
operations; he noted an exporter-
importer mechanism according
to fair priorities is necessary to
ensure restoring activity of local
supply chains and avoid disruption
reoccurrence in the future.

DPA welcomes decision to
extend UNRWA's mandate

Amman a testament for the Palestinian

Jordanian Department of ¢cause. o
Palestinian  Affairs (DPA) Khirfan also highlighted
welcomed ™ UN  General  the need “for' ™ continued
Assembly's decision to extend SUpport from donor countries
mandate of International to enable UNRWA carry out

its basic services to more

Relief Agency (UNRWA)
than 5.7 million Palestinian

for 3 years until end of June

2026. refugees in its five operation
In a  statement on Aareas. )
Wednesdayc DPA  Director He said  renewal  of
Generali  Rafiq Khirfan., UNRWA's mandate reflects
expressed satisfaction with the. interr}ational community:s
voting in favor of renewing Delief —in  the  agency's
UNRWA's mandate, as the importance to Palestinian
only legal competent UN refugee community and the

organization: which represents region's stability.

[0US, HISTOR

solution that guarantees
protection for people and
holy places in Jerusalem."

Jordan has the respect
of Arab countries and the
international community
due to the King’s wisdomu
the  Archbishop  added:
commending His Majesty’s
efforts to maintain security:
create  opportunities  for
youth and launch political:
social and economic
initiatives.

Patriarch Pizzaballa
pointed to the importance of
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the King’s latest visit to the
Vatican and his meeting with
Pope Francisc adding that
the visit highlighted bilateral
relations and Jordan’s role in
promoting religious dialogue
and humanitarian values.

For his partc Mustafa
Abu  Sway. a member
of the Jerusalem Awgqaf

Council and a Professor of
Ghazali Chairc commended
His  Majesty’s  position
and his efforts to enhance
coexistence: safeguard
Islamic and Christian holy
sites in Jerusalem: as well as
protect the Baptism Site of
Jesus Christ in Jordan.

He added that Muslims
are proud of the Christian
support they and Al Agsa
Mosque receive whenever
threats are at hand: pledging
that Muslims will protect
the Church of the Holy
Sepulchre in the same
way they protect Al Agsa
Mosque and reaffirming
steadfast support for the
Hashemite Custodianship.
Royal Hashemite Court
Chief Yousef Issawic Deputy
Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister ~ Ayman  Safadi
Director of the Office of His
Majesty Jafar Hassan: and
Awgqaf Minister Mohammad
Khalaileh  attended  the
meeting.

100k students set to attend supplementary
Tawijihi session-Education Ministry

Amman

The  Ministry of
Education has finished
its preparations
for holding the
the supplementary
General Secondary
Education Certificate
Examination (Tawjihi)
2022, as its first session
is scheduled to start
December 27 and end
January 16.

In a statement to
"Petra" on Wednesday: the
examinations department
director: Mohammad
Kinana; said the ministry
has prepared 415 centers:
including 1.000 exam halls.

The number of Tawjihi
students  registered
sit for the exam reached
100000 participants: he

-

.

said. to complete success environment for students

Of the total examinees: requirements: he and provide heating

14,000  students  will announced. comfortable seats. as well

to sit exams to raise their He also stressed the as necessary stationery

cumulative  rate. while ministry's keenness to to ensure friendly
86,000 others seek provide a "suitable" exam atmosphere.

JFDA launches initiative to
enhance drug security

o> Qalcy .

Amman

Jordan Food and
Drug Administration P
(JFDA) launched  an S

initiative to stimulate local
pharmaceutical companies
tomanufactureand register
drugs that are suffering
hardships in their delivery
to the local market.
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The initiative aims .¢4,
to provide drugs at
"affordable" prices for

citizens and achieve drug
security in the Kingdomu
in cooperation with the
national stakeholders:
JFDA Director General
Nizar Mheidat;  said
in a press statement on

Wednesday.
comes as part of JFDA's
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continued role in following
up and monitoring the

Kingdom's drug reserves
and enhancing quantities
to meet local market's
needs by granting incentive
priviliges: Mheidat noted.

To expedite the process:
he said priority is given

to  drug  registration
after related documents
are  submitted¢ adding

that JFDA will provide
technical advice through
its competent departments
in this regard.

JFDA: he noted: has
shortlisted these medicines
and were posted on its
website; adding that a
booklet was issued to
introduce this initiative.
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