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Local

JCI, partners launch
«Green Factory Award»

Amman

The Jordan Chamber
of Industry (JCI) on
Tuesday launched
the Green Factory
Award to encourage
environmentally
responsible business
practices and lay the
groundwork  for the

country's transition to a
green economy.

The award is
establishedin cooperation
with the "Green Action in
Enterprises (GAIN)" a
project implemented in
Jordan by the German
Agency for International
Cooperation or (GIZ)
and commissioned by the
German Federal Ministry
for Economic Cooperation
and Development (BMZ).

The award also aims
to advance the concept
of "green factories" and
reduce the environmental
impact of traditional
industrial processes and

practices.

At the ceremony to
announce the award:
Secretary-General of the
Ministry of Industry:
Trade: and Supply Dana
Zoabi said that the country
needed to switch to a green
economy  immediately
to halt the depletion of
natural resources. reduce
environmental pollution:
and set the stage for
sustainable development.

She pointed out that

compared to  other
countries in a similar
position: Jordan's
contribution to global

greenhouse gas emissions
is negligible.

According to the World
Bank Group's "Climate
and Development" report
for Jordan: which was
released last week: the
nation's greenhouse
gas emissions in 2018

totaled 35.81 metric
tons of carbon dioxide
equivalent: or 0.60 percent
of the global total.

According to Zoabi the
industrial sector in Jordan
contributed 5.6 percent
of the country's total
greenhouse gas emissions
in 2018 behind the
energy and waste sectors:
which accounted for 65.5
percent and 15.6 percent:
respectively.

Jordan recovers ancient
coins smuggled to Egypt

Cairo

Jordan on Monday
recovered ancient coins
that had been seized by
Egypt's Supreme Council
of Antiquities (SCA) at the
country’s border crossings.

The Jordanian
ambassador in  Cairo:
Amjad Adaileh: thanked
Egypt for its efforts to

preserve archeological
properties of countries
in accordance with
international agreements
during a ceremony held at
the Egyptian Museum to
hand over the artifacts.
Noting that the coins
will be returned to Jordan
as part of an agreement
signed with Egypt to

protect  and  recover
stolen cultural property
and combat the illegal

trafficking of antiquities:
he praised the cooperation
between Jordan and Egypt
in the tourism: antiquities:
and protection of tangible
cultural heritage.

Ahmed  Issac  Egypt's
Minister of Tourism and

Architects; emphasized that
Egypt protects not only its
own culture; history. and
antiquities but also those of
other nations. Hehighlighted
efforts made by the relevant
authorities at Egypt's various
border crossings to monitor
and seize any stolen artifacts
that are being smuggled or
transported illegally.
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Inflation up 4pct in first 11
months of 2022

Amman

The Consumer Price Index (CPI).
a measure of inflation. edged up
4.22 percent in January-November
2022 reaching 106.68 points against
102.36 in the corresponding period
of 2021.

According to a monthly report
issued by the Department of
Statistics (DoS) on Tuesday: the
biggest drivers of the increase were
fuels and lighting: transportation.
rents¢ culture and entertainment:
and vegetables and pulses: which

each contributed 24.66pct: 5.73pct;

2.38pctt  9.50pcte and 6.57pct
respectively.
Last November:  inflation

increased by 4.99 to 108.19
points compared to 103.06 points
recorded in November 2021 the
figures showed. Fuels and lighting
contributed 35.32 percent to the
monthly increase. followed by
culture and entertainment with
10.52pctc dairy products and eggs
with 7.67pct. transportation with
4.63pct: and rents with 4.48pct.

PM meets with Saudi
Crown Prince

Riyadh

Prime Minister Bisher
Khasawneh on Tuesday met with
Saudi Crown Prince and Prime
Minister Mohammed Bin Salman
Bin Abdulaziz Al Saud.

The meeting discussed
Jordanian-Saudi ties and ways to
cement cooperation between the
two nations in various domains.
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Leading a ministerial delegation.
the prime minister arrived in the
Saudi capital: Riyadh« on Monday
for a two-day working visit to the
Kingdom.

The Saudi Crown Prince
emphasized that both countries
maintain solid bilateral relations:
expressing commitment to
advancing cooperation.

JORDANIAN TEAM GEARS UP FOR HUAWETI'S
REGIONAL ICT COMPETITION FINALS

Amman
Huaweic a

global

provider of information and
communications technology
(ICT) infrastructure and
smart devices; announced
the national finalists from
Jordan who will participate
in the Huawei ICT
Competition Middle East
Regional Finals 2022 set to
take place in Muscat: Oman
on December 20 — 22.

The Jordanian  team
comprises three students
and one tutor from Princess
Sumaya  University  for
Technology and Yarmouk
University.

Aimed at  nurturing
ICT talents to contribute
towards preparing the next
generation of ICT leaders
for the digital economy:
this year's competition will
feature 15 teams of talented
students accompanied by
their academic advisors and
representing 11 countries
across the Middle East and
Central Asia competing
together forthe competition’s
title. said a Huawei statement
on Tuesday.

Saudi Arabia¢ Pakistan:
Iraqc and the host country
Oman each have two teams
of three students each: while
Jordan: Lebanon: UAE:

Bahraini Kuwait: Qatar:
and first-time participants
Kazakhstan: haveone. Atotal
of 45 students will compete
in the final from an initial
entry of 19,231 students
from 472 universities and
colleges across the region.
Participants have undergone
a Preliminary Competition
and Training Enablement
followed by a National Exam
held recently in Huawei's
offices in each participating
country.

Shunli Wang:  Vice
President of Huawei Middle
East and Central Asia, said:
"The continued success of
this annual celebration of
local youth demonstrates
the remarkable ICT talent
in the region: supporting the
socioeconomic foundation
and highlighting the region's
robust digital ecosystem.
As the leading enabler
of digital transformation
across the region: we are
committed to supporting

talent development through
our various CSR initiatives.

We look forward to
launching various initiatives
in collaboration with the
public and private sectors to
enable cadres and talents in
the technology industry. I
wish all participants the best
of luck and look forward
to further triumph in the
Global Finals."

Huawei has teamed up
with  ministriesc partners
from the public and private

sectorsc and leading tech
universities for this year's
event. Contestants  will
receive world-class training
from Huawei experts before
proceeding to the final stage:
which includes a 6-hour
practical exam to determine
the winners. Winners in
the various categories will
receive awards: including
cash prizes: trophies; and
certificates in recognition
of their accomplishments:
as well as the chance to

represent the region in the
global finals to be held in
Shanghai. China: next year.

Launched in 2017 the
Huawei ICT Competition
has witnessed the

participation of over 75,000
students across the Middle
East and: today has become
one of Huawei's most
influential ~ competitions.
Through the Huawei ICT
Competitions Huawei aims
to provide students with
a platform to compete
healthily and exchange
ideas. thus enhancing their
ICT knowledge and practical
skills and increasing their
ability to innovate by
using new technologies
and platforms. Last year's
regional competition saw
13 teams from 10 countries
and 452 local colleges and
universities compete in
Saudi  Arabia. Regional
teams  performed  with
distinction in the Global
Finals in Shenzhen: China
with a team from Salahaddin
University in Iraq beating
teams from all over the
world to win the Innovation
Competition Grand Prize.
Teams from  Pakistan:
Lebanon Jordan and
Saudi Arabia also received
accolades in the global finale
of the contest.
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KHIA <pivotal> to boost Agaba»s
economic activities-CARC

Agaba
The "strategic" King
Hussein International

Airport (KHIA) is Jordan's
air gate and the "pivotal”
lever of Aqaba Special
Economic Zone Authority
(ASEZA) projectt which
receives King's attention and
follow-up: Chairman of the
Board of Commissioners:
CEO of the Civil Aviation
Regulatory Authority
(CARC): Haitham Mestox
said.

Mesto.  at a press
conference on Tuesday:
in Agqaba: said CARC is
the legislator and observer

entity that seeks to keep

modernization in the aviation

CARC

Industrial producers» prices
index up 15pct in 10 months

Amman

The Industrial Producers' Prices
Index picked up by 15.70 percent
in the first ten months of 2022
amounting to 142.06 points against
122.78 in the corresponding period
of 2021. A report issued Tuesday by
the Department of Statistics (DoS)
indicated that the rise was primarily
driven by a 15.93 percent increase
in the prices of transformative
industries and 33.92  percent
in extractive industriesc while

electricity prices dipped by 7.52
percent.

The report showed a 10.69
percent increase in the index during
October 2022( reaching 141.59
points against 127.91 points in the
same month of 2021.

The main contributors to the
monthly rise were transformative
industries with 8.60 percent and
extractive industries with 53.73
percent. However: electricity prices
went down by 7.86 percent.

Extremist settlers break
into Al-Agsa Mosque

Jerusalem
Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers early Tuesday stormed the
Al-Agsa Mosque/ al-Haram al-
Sharif compound in occupied East
Jerusalem.
A statement by the Islamic
Awqaf and Al- Agsa Affairs said that
today’s raid was conducted through

al-Magharebah Gate: under the
heavy protection of Israeli police:
who restricted Muslim worshippers'
access to the mosque.

The settlers provocatively toured
the Mosque’s yards: performed
Talmudic rituals and listened to
explanations about the purported
"Temple Mount", it added.

UK-funded wastewater
treatment plant opened in Fuheis
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Amman

British Deputy Ambassador
in Amman: Helen Fazey:
inaugurated on Tuesday a
prototype solar-powered
wastewater treatment plant
in Fuheisc north of Amman
developed with funding from
the UK’s Newton-Khalidi
Fund. Jordanian engineering
students have worked with
industrial ~ partners  from
the UK’s Royal Academy of
Engineering and Jordan’s
Industrial ~ Research  and
Development Fund to design
and build this innovative plant.
They have brought together
expertise in a UK-Jordan
joint initiative with a core

focus in fostering innovation
in energy-efficient and cost-
efficient wastewater treatment
technology. The project is
implemented by De Montfort
University from the UK and
Al-Balqaa Applied University
in Jordan. In her opening
remarks. Fazeysaid: "Today: we
see the success of a UK-Jordan
collaboration between industry
and academia addressing an
issue of key importance to
Jordan. The project supports
Jordan’s aspiration to meet
11% of water demand through
wastewater treatment plants by
2025. This ambition requires
a skilled workforce and
innovative technology.

sector and air transport of follows
pace with development and passengers and goods.
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airport's
operational procedures and
constantly operations to achieve the

"highest" level of security:
safety and facilitation for
aircraft and passengers: he

said.
During 2022, he
announced the  airport

received 200,000 passengers
(PAX): marking an increase
of 78% compared to
previous year.

This  figure  includes
33,000 passengers on low-
cost flights of EasyJet:
Ryanair. and Wizz Air
that connect Agaba with
22 European destinations
and cities on regular weekly
flights. he noted: adding that
the first flight from Poland's
Warsaw landed at the airport
today with a tourist group on
board.

Deposits with local banks
at JD43bin: ABJ

Amman
Total deposits in the
Jordanian banking system
picked up by 6.1 percent
from the end of 2021 to the
end oflast October: totaling
JD42.9billion according to
a periodic bulletin released
Tuesday by the Association
of Banks in Jordan (AB]J).
In the same time frame:
the total amount of credit
extended by domestic
financial institutions
increased by 7.6 percent to
JD32.3 billion; of this sumu
90.9 percent was extended
to the private sector. both
resident and non-resident.
By the end of October:
total assets had increased
by JD2.25 billion: bringing
the grand total to around
JD63.3 billion« according

to the ABJ figures.

The capital adequacy
ratio for the banking sector
was 17.1 percent in the first
half of the year. which is
significantly higher than
the bare minimums of 12
percent required by the
Central Bank and 10.5

percent mandated by the
Basel 3 Committee.

At 136.7 percent: bank
liquidity is more than
double the level mandated
by the Central Bank. Non-
performing loans as a
percentage of total loans in
the banking system reached

4.6 percent: which is well
within acceptable global
levels.

At the end of the first
halfi the pretax profits of
Jordanian banks totaled
JD404 million: while the
post-tax  profits totaled
JD278 million.

Jordan chairs 25th Arab Ministerial

Amman

Minister of Tourism
and Antiquities Nayef
Fayez chaired Tuesday the
25th session of the Arab
Ministerial Council for
Tourism: organized by
the General Secretariat of
the Arab League: in Cairo.
Egypt.

During the
of the session:
emphasized the
Kingdom's  commitment
to putting the meeting's
recommendations into

opening
Fayez

practice. which will focus
on growing Arab tourismu

assisting the Palestinian
tourism industry:
training Arab staffi
particularly in the area of
digital transformation,
standardizing medical

practices: and advancing
the concepts of accessible

tourismu innovative
tourismu and smart
tourism.

Jordan has made strides
on these issues: according
to the minister. citing
collaboration with Palestine

on a tourism programu
the implementation
of a national training
program for tourism sector
employees: reaching out to
sector partners and donors
to establish a business
incubator: and moving
forwardwithadigital tourist
project: which develops
mobile applications that
provide information
to  tourists. Moreover:
Jordan: in  cooperation
with the Al-Balqa Applied
University. the  Italian
Agency for Development

Cooperation and the Milan
Institute has studied the
gap between the outputs
of tourism education and
the needs of the labor
market; identifying 10
tourism professions:
which will be offered in
universities. colleges and
institutes; Fayez added.
The Post-Covid phase calls

for planning and close
cooperation to overcome
challenges: address
changes and maximize

achievements; the minister
said.
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