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Cabinet approves mandating
reasons for SSC Law amendments

Amman

A Cabinet session:
headed by Prime Minister
Dr. Bishr Khasawneh:
on Sunday approved
the mandating reasons
for = amendments  of
2022 Social  Security
Corporation (SSC) Law
and send it to Legislation
and Opinion Bureau
(LOB) to complete
the procedures for its
issuance. giving it the
status of urgency.

The draft law aims to

provide more protection
for SSC beneficiaries

by amending eligibility
conditions to receive
maternity leave
allowance.

It also provides an
opportunity for private

sector establishments
to reduce costs for
employing jobless

youth and thus slashing
subscription = payments
for joining SSC's services
and umbrella. Moreover:
it reflects the Royal

Decree issued in June
of 2020 by adding an
additional year of service
for active personnel in
the Jordan Armed Forces
(JAF)-Arab Army and
security  agencies on
the date of the decree's
issuance.

In addition: the bill
launches additional
privileges for the military
injured vets and reviews
subscription  payments
pumped by JAF and
security apparatuses.

The draft law achieves
more social protection for
the divorced or widowed
daughter by giving her
a share of her deceased

father's salary.

Under the new
amendments the
mechanism for

appointing SSC Chairman
of Board of Directors and
Deputy Chairman of SSC
Investment Board will be
amended; in accordance
with corporate governance
requirements.

PDTRA head, Egyptian delegation talk
ways to enhance tourism cooperation

Petra

During his visit to Petra:
an Egyptian delegation
was  briefed on  the

ANCIENT city's tourism
experience. which came
as an implementation of
the twinning agreement
programs signed between
Petra and Egypt's Luxor.
Petra Development
and Tourism Regional
Authority (PDTRA) Head:
Suleiman Farajat discussed
with Governor of Luxor:
Mustafa Elham¢ and the
accompanying delegation:
ways to implement joint
tourism and marketing

programs enhance
tourism cooperatlom
exchange expertise and

shed light on the the two
cities' customs and culture.

In a statement to "Petra”
« Farajat said the visit came
as a result of Petra-Luxor
twinning agreement to
exchange tourism expertise
and enhance cooperation

aspects.

Petra and Luxor
are similar in terms of
tourism opportunities

and challenges: he said
referring to efforts to draw
up policies to achieve
multiple goals that serve

the two cities and attract
various investments.

The two sides also
study plans to hold joint
festivals network the two
cities' tourism sectors
and exchange expertise
in several archeological
aspects: he pointed out

In remarks to "Petra/”
Flham said the two cities
have "similar and common"
cultures. adding the two
sides seek to increase
tourism feasibility and
transfer expertise.

Elham noted PDTRA
has "remarkable” potential
to manage archeological

sitesc adding that the two
sides seek to attract various
investments to Petra and

Luxor.

This visit: he noted:
aims to increase joint
cooperation, adding

that the next stage will
see several proposals for
implementation: given the
"distinguished" tourism
environment in the two
countries.

During their visit: the
Egyptian delegation toured
Petra's archeological sites
and met tourism sector's
representatives  in  the
region.

JJC head, Iraqi delegation
talk judicial cooperation

Amman

President of Court of
Cassation and Jordanian
Judicial Council (JJC) .
Mohammad Ghazo. and
Head of Supreme Judicial
Council of Iraqe Fa'aq
Zaidan: discussed ways to
develop joint judicial and
legal cooperation.

In a statement on
Sunday: JJC said the Iraqi
delegation's visit aimed
to strengthen bilateral
relations in the legal and
judicial ~ fieldsc launch
related training programs:
and future visits to learn
about the two countries'

court systems. According
to the statement: the two
sides also discussed ways to
benefit from their litigation

best
aimed

and the
practices

systems
judicial

to support their judiciary:
speed up trial procedures
and enhance exchanging
expertise in this regard:
within the framework of
joint cooperation.

The delegation was
briefed on Jordan's
judicial development

and achievements made
in implementation of
the recommendations
of Royal Committee for
Developing the Judiciary
and Enhancing the Rule of
Law and the future strategic
plans: the statement said.
Concluding their
several day-visit. the Iraqi
delegation visited Judicial
Institute of Jordan ( JIJ )
and were briefed about its
role in training judges and
diploma programs offered
annually to trainees.

Amman

The Central Bank of Jordan (CB]J)
has issued instructions governing
Open Finance services provided by
all banks operating in the Kingdomu
aswellas online paymentand money
transfer companies subject to the
bank's supervision and control.

A CBJ statement released on
Sunday explained that the guidelines
are part of a "new modern concept
in financial services models"
designed to help customers of banks
and payment companies share their
financial and banking data with
third-party providers using APIs
technology in accordance with the
laws and instructions in force in this
regard.

The account information service
and the payment initiation service
are two examples of open finance
services that allow third-party
providers to offer customers
innovative and  competitively
priced financial services and
products. These services also
support financial transactions and
instant payments and let customers
choose the financial products and

2022 Jgi 5918 (12) ¥y
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CBJ issues instructions to
regulate open finance services

services that are most appropriate
for their needs.

The instructions: according to
CBJ Governor Adel Sharkas: will
foster innovation and competition
and support opportunities for
transformation towards an inclusive
and advanced digital economy. The
instructions are part of the bank's
ongoing efforts to keep up with
technological advancements around
the world and the rapid digitization
of the financial and banking sector:
he added.

The new instructions will require
banks and payment and electronic
money transfer companies in the
Kingdom to grant third-party
providers direct and open access
to customer data and accounts via

the Application Programming
Interface (API) in accordance
with contractual arrangements.

In addition: they establish detailed
work procedures that govern
interactions with third- party service
providers. define the technical
standards that must be adhered
to when working with them: and
outline a risk assessment.

House Palestine committee decries
Israels incursions in Jerusalem

Amman

The Lower House Palestine
Committee: headed by MP Fayez
Basbous: on Sunday deplored

Israeli incursions. attacks and
violations in Jerusalem and
Palestinian citiesc which ignite
"dangerous” escalation and

threaten security and stability.
During its meeting on Sunday:
the committee renewed its
"firm" support for Hashemite
Custodianship over Islamic and
Christian holy sites in Jerusalem's
Al-Quds Al-Sharif.  affirming
Palestinian  people's rights to
establish their independent state
with Jerusalem as its capital.
Basbous said region will not
witness stability. unless a just and
comprehensive solution to the

Palestinian cause is achieved.

The MP also noted Israeli
government is the "most hard-line"
in the occupation's history and
hostile to Jordan for its positions
towards the Palestinian cause.

Noting the committee's rejection
of any attempts to tamper with
Jerusalem's historical status quo: he
referred to its politicali diplomatic
and legal efforts to support Jordan's

position.

Meanwhile: the committee's
members  stressed importance
of supporting Hashemite
Custodianship over Jerusalem's

sanctities referring to His Majesty
King Abdullah IT's efforts to defend
Palestinian cause: and Jerusalem
and its holy sitesc which are a
priority in all his endeavors.

NEW BOOK EXAMINES ROLE OF &

Women and
the Media in Jordan

WOMEN IN JORDANIAN MEDIA

AMMAN

The  book
and the Media in Jordan:
Gender: Power. Resistance”
deals with three key factors
in the industry: Labour:
representation and activismu
accordingtoitsauthor. Ebtihal
Mahadeen: who works as a
lecturer in Gender and Media
Studies at the University of
Edinburgh.

“There are multiple
reasons why this book was
a very important project for
me. One of these reasons
is that it is an attempt to
gather politicali personal

“Women

and academic interests.”
noted Mahadeen at the book
presentation: organised

on Saturday at the CBRL

Amman Institute in Jabel
Luweibdeh.
There is an academic

necessity to undertake this
worke because studies on
women in the Jordanian media
are lacking: and the interplay
between gender and media is
worthy of study. Mahadeen
said.

“It’s only by taking a critical:
gender sensitive and analytical
lens to the workings of media
that we can truly analyse the

situation in the local media”
Mahadeen said: adding that
the book tried to provide a
feminist critical study on how
gender power relations play out
through media in contemporary
Jordan.

“My hope is to contribute
to the understanding on how
gender dynamics shape media
messages and the mediascape
in Jordan.” Mahadeen said:
adding that the Jordanian media
is highly versatile: as journalists
embrace new technologies and
the country is known for its ICT
sector.

In preparing

the book:

Mahadeen interviewed 21
media professionals in order
to gain a better understanding
of the work environment in the
Jordanian media.

“Thereare specificdemands
that the media makes on
women who are employed
as reporters and editors.
There were some examples of
positive discrimination that
benefitted women in mediac
and some characteristics of
the relationships between
women and the media that
can also be identified in
different parts of the world.”
Mahadeen said.

Gender, Power, Resistance

Ebtihal Mahadeen
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Eastern Military Zone thwarts
infiltration, drug smuggling attempt

Amman

The Eastern Military Region
at Sunday dawn thwarted
an attempt to infiltrate and
smuggle large quantities of
narcotics coming from Syrian
territory.

The "qualitative" operation
comes as a result of Jordan
Armed Forces (JAF) - Arab
Army's efforts to maintain
the Kingdom's security and
stability. protect its borders:
and reflects its commitment
to its national duty: an official
military source at the JAF
General Command said.

Border Guard forces: in
coordination with the military
agencies and the Anti-
Narcotics Department (AND)

detected an attempt by a group  border illegally from Syrian

of smugglers to cross Jordan's

King congratulates Morocco
monarch on national team’s
qualification to World Cup semi-final

Amman

His Majesty King Abdullah:
expressed
congratulations to King Mohammed
VI of Morocco on the qualification
of his country’s national team to the

a phone calk

semi-finals of the FIFA World Cup.

King Abdullah commended the
performance of Morocco’s national
team in the FIFA World Cup Qatar
2022 expressing best wishes for
them in upcoming matches.

Police arrest 3 drug dealers in
Mafraq, Ramtha

Amman

that 10,000 narcotic pills and a

territory: the source noted.

The Anti-Narcotics Department
(AND) arrested three drug dealers
in possession of large quantities of
narcotics in two separate cases in
Mafraqand Ramtha: accordingtoan
official source.

The Public Security Directorate
(PSD) spokesperson said Sunday

firearm were seized from two
traffickers in Ramtha.

In the other case in Mafraq: he
continued: police: following a tip-
offi stopped and arrested the driver
of a vehicle: in which he was trying
to transport 7 hashish blocks and
1,000 narcotic pills.

Dozens of extremist settlers
storm Al-Aqsa Mosque

r_ M

Jerusalem
Scores of Jewish extremist
settlers early Sunday stormed

the Al-Agqsa Mosque/ al-
Haram al-Sharif compound in
occupied East Jerusalem.

The Islamic Awqaf and Al-
Agsa Affairs said in a statement
that today’s raid was conducted
through al-Magharebah Gate:

under the heavy protection
of Israeli special police: who
restricted Muslim worshippers'
access to the mosque.

"The settlers provocatively
toured the Mosque’s yards
and performed Talmudic
rituals in the eastern part of
the compound: before they left
from Al-Silsila Gate." it added.

Rapid
promptly

patrols
rules of

response

applied

engagement
shooting at smugglers; which

by

directly

led to injuring a number of
them. while others retreated
into Syrian territories.

After intensively searching
the area: 8,773 palms--sized
of hashish and 3:141.000
Captagon pills were found: in
addition to 376 gun cartridges
and 18,000 Syrian liras
which were transferred to the
competent authorities.

The source emphasized
that the JAF continues to
deal "vigorously and firmly"
with any threat on Jordan's
border fronts: adding that
any endeavors intended to
undermine and destabilize
the Kingdom's security and
terrorize its citizens will be

foiled.

JMD expects pleasant
weather for two days

Amman
Temperatures  are
expected to be 34- degrees

above their annual
average. with pleasant
weather conditions

prevailing in most parts
of the Kingdom: except in
the Dead Sea and Aqaba
where it will be fair( the
Jordan ~ Meteorological
Department (JMD) said
in its forecast for Sunday
and Monday.

As for Tuesday. a
slight drop in mercury
levels is forecast: bringing
relatively cold and partly
cloudy conditions: with
a chance for scattered
showers in the northern
and central regions. the

JMD added.
Today: temperatures
in the capital Amman will

A

range between a high of 20

degrees Celsius and a low

of Aqaba will see a high
of 25C: sliding to 16C at

of 7C¢ while the port city night.

Minors account for 40% of
Jordan’s population — HPC

AMMAN
The Kingdom’s first
centennial started with a
population of just 225,000
peoplec andreachedthefirst
million in 1963. In 2004
the population reached 5
million( and jumped to 9.5
million in 2015 according
to the Higher Population
Council (HPC) Secretary
General Issa Masarweh.
During an interview
with the Jordan News
Agency. Petra. Masarweh
highlighted the current
demographic breakdown
in Jordan: including the
population size: changes:
structure and distribution.
The hosting of
refugees and a growing

number of foreign
workers have brought
further demographic
environmental; social;
economic and security

burdens: he said: noting
that the number of non-
Jordanians increased to
some 3.5 million people:
accounting for 31 per cent
of the Kingdom’s total
population.

According to Masarweh
one of the most common
population-related
challenges is an uneven
distribution. as 8 per
cent of the people live in
the southern half of the

Kingdom: while 92 per
cent are concentrated in the
northwest of the Kingdom.

This hasresulted in urban

flooding which affects
agricultural and rural land.
as well as environmental
and natural reserves.
Uneven distribution also
introduced food security
challenges and placed
an additional burden on

infrastructure and public
services: he said.

He added that 75 per
cent of the Kingdom’s
population lives in three
main governorates:
Amman,  Irbid and
Zarqa. In 2021, Mafraq
governorate took fourth
place in the Kingdom’s
population ranking: he
said.

Children under 15 years
old account for 34 per cent
of the population: totalling
around 3.8 million. The
total number of children
under the age of 18 is
4.5 million. constituting
some 40 per cent of the
population. This figure is
regarded as an additional
driving force for population
growth, Masarweh said.
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