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ACl s exports up by 48% in
first 11 months 2022-Data

Amman
The Amman Chamber
of  Industry (ACI)'s

exports grew by 48%
during the past 11 months
of 2022, compared to the
same period last year.

According to statistical
data obtained by "Petra."
ACI's exports increased
during the January-
November period 2022
to JD6.918 billion
compared to JD4.671
billion for the same
period last year.

Exports of all ten
industrial sectors
recorded a growth during
the past 11 months of
2022¢ at a 100% rate for
the mining industries and
3% for the construction:
leather and textile
industries: separately: the
ACI figures showed.

Indiac the  United
States: Saudi Arabia and
Iraq accounted for more
than half of ACI’s exports
during the past 11 months
of 2022, recording a value
of JD3.663 billion.

The chamber's
exports to India in
the past 11 months of
2022 surged by 69% to

reach JD1.416 billion:

compared to JD838
million for the same
period last year: as the
top importer.

On the other hand.
the chamber’s exports
to the United States for
the same period dropped
by 5%:. down to about
JD903 million: compared
to JD947 million for the
same period in 2021.

ACT's exports to Saudi

Arabia increased during
the past 11 months of
2022 by 32%: worth about
JD690 million « compared
to JD524 million for the
same period in 2021.

ACI's exports to Iraq
grew in the past 11
months of 2022 to about
JD654 million: compared
to JD494 million for the
same period last year:
marking an increase of
32%.

Duringthe same period.
the chamber's exports to
Syria recorded an increase
of 37% to reach about
JD117 millioni compared
to JD85 million in 2021.

In  additionc ACI's
exports went up to
Palestine during the first
11 months of 2022 by 23%
to reach JD154 million:
compared to JD124
million for the same
period last year.

Princess Basma attends national scout
meeting at Karameh Martyrs Scout Camp

AMMAN

HRH Princess Basma:
president of the Jordanian
Association for Boy Scouts
and Girl Guides (JABSGG):
on Thursdayatthe Karameh
Martyrs  Scout ~ Camp
attended the national scout
meeting that was organised
by the Directorate at the
Education Ministry under
the title “Meeting of loyalty
to His Majesty the late King
Hussein". The meeting
was organised with the
participation of 200 boy
scouts and girl guides from

across the Kingdom as part
of the Education Ministry’s
to develop activities of boy
scouts and girl guides and
enhancing their role in
the educational process:
the Jordan News Agency:
Petra; reported. During
the inauguration. Princess
Basma said that Jordanians
remember King Hussein’s
achievements to Jordan
in all fields thanks to “his
wisdom amid difficult
regional and international
circumstances”. The
princess stressed that “King

Hussein’s legacy will be
remembered by alli and
we will keep moving ahead
under the leadership of His
Majesty King Abdullah to
enhance this great legacy
towards realising further
achievements".

Princess Basma also
expressed appreciation for
the role of the ministries
of education and youth in
supporting boy scouts and
girl guides and providing
all necessary means for
their success. Abdulsalam
Shunnaq:  director of

NATIONAL FOOD SEC

Amman

Minister of Agriculture:

activities aimed to enhance
food security: referring to

and launch

agricultural
vocational training system to

educational activities at
the Education Ministry:
said that organising this
meeting coincides with the
birth anniversary of the late
King Hussein. Shunnaq
added that all remember
King Hussein’s efforts
in building the modern
Jordan and serving the
just causes of the Arab
and Islamic nations with
“sharp vision and wisdom”
that made the Kingdom
receive the admiration and
respect at the regional and
international levels.
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Arab 2nd Paints Conference
launches activities in Amman

Amman
The Arab Federation of Paints
Producers organized the Arab

2nd Paints Conference at Amman
Chamber of Industry (ACI).

According to an ACI statement
on Saturday. the federation's
head¢ Mohammed Da'aboul: said
the conference aims to discuss
mechanisms for achieving Arab
integration goals in the paint
industry: adding that Arab world's
annual production reaches about
3.2 million tonnes.

The conferencec he noted:
contributestodevelop performance
level of paint manufacturing

operations and the industry's raw
materialsc introduce the latest
tech innovations: raise worker
efficiency and capabilitiesc and
pump the required investments to
meet Arab market's need to achieve
the desired pan-Arab economic
integration.

The event's sessions went
over green construction paints:
technical specifications and rules
to manufacture lead-free products:
integrated  thermal insulation
system: challenges facing paint
industry in Palestine and Syria. and
Saudi ‘successful' experience: the
statement noted.

Pleasant weather forecast
nationwide on Saturday-JMD

Amman

Temperatures on  Saturday
are higher than their seasonal
average by about 34- Celsius
degrees and the weather will be
substantially sunny and pleasant
almost countrywide: the Jordan
Meteorological Department (JMD)
said in its daily update.

According to the JMD report.
similar weather is forecast to prevail
on Sunday with clouds set to appear
at high altitudes: and southeasterly

moderate winds.

On Monday: the weather will be
pleasant and moderate in the Jordan
Valley: the Dead Sea and Aqaba.

As for Tuesday: temperatures
will drop slightly. and the weather
will be relatively cold almost
nationwide.

Today: temperatures in Amman
will hit a high of 19 degrees Celsius
and a low of 7C: while the port city
of Aqaba will see a fair 25C: sliding
to 15C at night.

Royal Jordanian Navy foils
infiltration, drug smuggling attempt

AMMAN

The Royal Jordanian Navy (RJN)
on Thursday foiled an attempt to
infiltrateand smugglealargeamount
of narcotics through Jordanian
territorial waters.

A source at the Jordan Armed
Forces-Arab Army (JAF) said that
marine operations centre detected a
person who was trying to infiltrate
by swimming with a tube within
the Kingdom’s territorial waters:

where RJN personnel rushed to the
site and arrested the infiltrator in
possession of narcotics: the Jordan
News Agency: Petra: reported.
Searching the infiltrator and his
rubber tube: security personnel
found 285 palm-sized sheets of

hashish and 4.5 kilogrammes
of marijuana; the JAF source
added: noting that the infiltrator
was referred to the concerned
authorities.

CURITY STRATEGY BEGAN
TO PAY OFF IN 2022 LAST QTR-OFFICIALS

Local

investments have
operated two factories using

Ministry of Agriculture to
provide engineering services

Agriculture  Organization
(FAO) Representative in
Jordan: Nabil Assafi said
the strategy aims to protect
Jordan's population from
food insecurity.  while
ensuring "continuous access

Khaled Hneifat; said the measurestakeninthisregard provideskilledlabori Hneifat local production inputsc to establish an agricultural
government was "serious’ 0 launch water harvesting added. whether in the Jordan industrial complex in the
in launching National enterprises  across the Additionally. he noted Valley or the remaining southern Jordan Valley:
Food Security Strategy to country and subsidize loan support was directed to the governorates for a 5-year aimed to attract the private
support farmers' resilience interests for projects using agricultural sector in all its period free of charge. sector to invest in the

in facing climate changes
and enhancing Jordan's food
security.

In a statement to "Petra("

he said the government
provided support to
all  agricultural  sector's

modern agri-technology.
The gov't assistance
also extended to develop
online agriculture guidance:
support new ad hoc
cooperatives to create the
sector's "quantum"  leap

activities: adding that the
government funded the
Higher Council for Food
Security directly from the
Treasury and allocated
in the 2023 budget about
JD500:000 for this purpose.

provided that their Jordanian
workforce at 75%: he noted.

For his partc Chairman
of Jordan Industrial Estates
Company (JIEC)c Loay
Sehwail¢ said the company
signed an agreement with

agricultural industry.

He noted the project also
seeks to increase the added
value of agricultural products
and create job opportunities
for local = community.
Meanwhile.  Food and

to safe: stable and affordable
food supplies.” Jordan ranks
7th in the Arab world and
49th globally on Global
Food Security Index (GFSI).
Jordan Strategies Forum
(JSF) announced.
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HPC: Demographic changes impact all
national sectors, human needs

Amman

Higher Population Council
(HPC) Secretary- General
Issa Masarweh  Saturday
addressed  the current
demographic situation in
Jordan:  including size:
structure and distribution
as well as rapid population
changes.

"We in Jordan started the
centennial of the state with
a population of just 225,000
people. reaching the first
million in 1963 climbed
to 5 million according to a
2004 census: and topped 9.5
million in 2015(" he told Petra

6 firefighters injured in
Irbid warehouse fire

journalists in an interview.

Masarweh pointed out
that the waves of refugees
the Kingdom witnessed and
the ensuing rise in expatriate
workers' numbers: placed
additional demographic:
environmental( social¢
economic  and  security
burdens: as the number of
those who do not hold the
Jordanian nationality rose
to about 3.5 million people:
about 31 percent of the
Kingdom's population.

He said the reproduction
rate among refugees
outstripped that of

Jordanians.
Masarweh said the
demographic challenge

is exacerbated: mainly by
the unbalanced population
distribution as about 8
percent of its people live
in the southern half of the
Kingdom: while 92 percent
are concentrated in the
northwest of the Kingdom.
"This constitutes an urban
flood to the detriment of
agricultural and rural lands
as well as environmental and
natural reservesc and also
negatively affects vegetation:
poses a food security

challenge and an additional
burden on infrastructure
and public services" he
explained.

Masarweh pointed out
that 75 percent of the
Kingdom’s population live
in 3 main governorates:
the capitali Amman Irbid:
and Zarqa: adding that the
Mafraq governorate. home
to a large number of Syrian
refugees¢ ranked fourth
in 2021 and its population
is expected to reach or
exceed the total population
of the four southern
governorates.

Irbid

Six civil defense personnel were
injured at dawn Saturday as they
fought a fire at auto part and battery
warehouses in the industrial estate
in the city of Irbid that sent a pall of
smoke rising into the sky.

Firefightingand ambulance teams
from Irbid and Zarqa: backed by
police and Gendarmerie personnel:
rushed to the scene and brought
he blaze under control four hours
after it broke out; and prevented
the flames from spreading to nearby

stores and facilities: said the media
spokesman of the Public Security
Directorate.

He said ambulance teams
administered first aid to the injured
onthe scene and evacuated them to a
local hospital for further treatment.

The spokesman said dozens of
specialized civil defense vehicles and
a large number of firefighters took
part in extinguishing the flames:
adding that an investigation was
launched to determine the cause of
the fire.

Trade sector to elect new
represenatives Saturday

Amman

Jordanian merchants began
casting votes to elect new
members of the boards of
directors of Jordan's commerce
chambers and the sector's
representatives.

The 2022 elections: which
are overseen by Independent

Election Commission (IEC):
are held in accordance with

the executive instructions:
issued under Chambers of
Commerce Regulation No. 45
of 2009.

The polling stations opened
at 8am across the Kingdom and
are scheduled to close at 7pm.

Royal Initiatives: impoverished Zarga

families receive keys to new homes

Zarqa and

Amman

Some 15
underprivileged families
in Rusaifa district of the
Zarqa governorate on
Saturday received the keys
of new homes that were
handed to them under the
Royal Initiative to house
impoverished families
across the Kingdom.

His  Majesty  King
Abdullah has ordered the
homes to be constructed
during a previous field
visit and meetings with
local Zarqa leaders and
dignitaries.

The Royal Initiative:
which was launched in
2005 and covers all regions
of the Kingdom: aims
to provide a decent and
stable living to the neediest
families; especially  in
poverty  pocketsc which
are chosen according to
fairness and transparency
criteria of the Ministry of
Social Development.

Royal  Court  Chief
Yousef Issawic head of
the follow-up committee

for implementing His
Majesty's initiatives:
handed the benefit

certificates to the families
in a ceremony attended
by Social Development
Minister =~ Wafaa  Bani

Mustafa and Zarqa
Governor Hassan Jabour.
The fully furnished and
serviced residencies; which
consist of two bedrooms:
a living room and a
kitchen: were built under
the supervision of the the
Ministry of Public Works
and Housing according
to highest technical and
quality standards.
Sustainable social and
economic development
with an impact on citizens
is a top priority of His
Majesty the King: as royal
initiatives touch the needs
of local communities to
bring "a quantum leap" in
the lives of target groups
in cities¢ rural and desert
areas and refugee camps.
Beneficiary families voiced
their deep appreciation

of the Royal Initiative
which: they said: reflects
His Majesty's keen interest
to secure a decent life for
groups going through
tough social and economic
conditions.

Also today:. Issawic in
the presence of Amman
Governor Yasser Adwan
and Director General of the
Department of Palestinian
Affairs RafiQ Kherfan,
inaugurated an investment
building of the Talbieh
refugee camp's services
committee. which houses
warehouse: officesc halls
and health facilities.

Such  buildings are
investments to generate
income to the service
committees in refugee

camps across the Kingdom
to carry out infrastructure

work and improve the
quality of service to the
residents of the camps.

Issawi told Petra in an
interview that His Majesty
the King constantly directs
towards improving the
quality of life of citizens:
especially poor families:
through implementing
development initiatives and
projects to help overcome
their hardship and meet
their basic needs.

The Royal Initiatives:
he saidi cover many
sectors: including service:
infrastructure: social care
and the establishment
of development centers
as engines of sustainable
development: through
partnership with concerned
government agencies and
civil society institutions.

Jordan, lrag, Egypt central banks announce
joint initiative for retirees» pension payment

AMMAN
The central banks of

Jordan Iraq and Egypt:
and the "Buna" platform
on Thursday announced a
joint initiative launching
a service that allows the
retirees living in Arab
countries to receive their
pension payments via the
platform.

Buna is a cross-border
and multi-currency
payment system founded
by the Arab Monetary
Fund (AMF) in 2018.

Buna was created in
execution of the Council
of Governors of the
Arab Central Banks and
Monetary Authorities'
decision( to mandate the
AMF to establish a cross-
border payment system that
supports further economic
and financial integration

countries
trade and
investment activities with

between Arab
and expands

global trading partners:

according to their website.

The first phase of the
initiative; which includes
all three countriesc would

allow retired Iraqis
residing in Jordan and
Egypt to receive their

monthly pensions.

To receive retirement
benefits payments:
Iraqi retirees must have
accounts with banks that
have completed Buna’s
requirements.

As more central banks
join the platform: plans
are being made to include
more countries in the
initiative ~ to  improve
services for retirees in
the Arab world: as well as
to develop the efficiency
of other payment types:
including allowances for
students with scholarships
and healthcare recipients:
transfers from diplomatic
missions.  and other
government payment
initiatives.
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