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KOICA and MOE Hold the Opening Ceremony for the
«Jordan-Korea Industrial School in Zarga (JOKINZ»

£

ZARQA
Under the patronage of
the Minister of Education:
H.E. Prof. Dr. Azmi
Mahafza; the Jordan-
Korea Industrial School
in Zarga (JOKINZ) was

opened on December
06 2022 with the
honorable attendance

of the Ambassador of
the Republic of Korea
to Jordani H.E. Lee

Jae-Wan. and Country
Director of Korea
International Cooperation
Agency (KOICA)

Jordan Officec Mr. SEO

Dongsung; in addition
to  many  significant
figures representing
Zarqa Governorate
and the Ministry of
Education (MOE).
The project for the
“Establishment of
Specialized Industrial

School in Zarqa (2017-
$10.38) (2023M)” came
to contribute to MOE’s
efforts in filling the gap
between the industrial

,J,grdan-Kr‘

The Opening Ceremony of
1 Industrial £

market’s demand and the
supply of skilled workers
while  increasing  the
capacity of the system and
the quality of theeducation
provided to students in
the industrial stream.
R Rt ”. the
Ambassador mentioned
in his remarks.
On the other hand: the
Ministerexpressed “---- 7.
The project consisted
of establishing
8¢577-square-meter
buildings (Main building
and 12  workshops):
providing state of the art
equipment from Korea
providing furniture:
developing the curriculum
for six specialties in
line with the national
industrial standards. and
implementing  capacity-
building programs for
teachersc managers: and
the staff of the Career
Guidance Center (CGC)
both in Jordan and Korea.
The project’s strategic
partners were the Ministry

of  Educationi Dong-
Eui University and GIZ
where the GIZ MOVE-
HET program was
commissioned with the
curriculum development:
the CGC program
development teacher
training and a job fair.

JOKINZ is expected
to accommodate 600
students in grades 11
and 12¢ and  about
50 teachersc  Career
Guidance Specialists
and administrative staff.
Additionally: it will serve
as a model for the MOE
through its contribution
to piloting MOE’s newly
launched strategy:
Vocational Education
Reform  Strategic Plan
(VERSP)  20232027-.

KOICA envisions a
future for Jordan where
technical and vocational
education and training
(TVET) would be one of
the optimal choices for
students who pursue their

future careers. In this
light: JOKINZ is expected
to collaborate closely with
its sister institutes: Balqga’
Applied University: and
Jordan-Korea Technology
Institute (JOKOTT) which
were funded by KOICA

through the projects:
“Technical and
Institutional  Assistance
to the Electronic
Equipment Training
Institute  (2007(2009-
$3.28)M)” and“Capacity
Building of Vocational
Training (2010(2013-
$5)M)” for the VTC
“Developing  Technical
Education programs
at  Al-Balga  Applied
University in Al-Karak
and Irbid (2020(2024-
$10)M)”  for  Balga’
Applied University.

This collaboration will
be led with the goal of
sharing the lessons learnt
and the know-hows of
operating technical and
vocational education and
training (TVET) facilities.

Amman

President of the Senate Faisal
Fayez welcomed three foreign
ambassadors on Tuesday to discuss
cooperation  prospects between
Jordan and their countries in various
fields.

During separate meetings with
Ambassadors Ismail Aramaz of
Turkey: Lee Jae-wan of South
Korea and Aidarabek Tumatov of
Kazakhstan: Fayez spoke about
current political issues in the region:
reiterating Jordan's firm stance
to end disputes through political
dialogue.

e 18
Ministry checking up on Jordanians
in Indonesia following earthquake

The Senate head highlighted
Jordan's political and economic
reform process: noting the "high
level” relations with these countries
and stressing the importance of
further strengthening cooperationin
political economic and other fields.
The envoys commended Jordan's
key role in achieving regional peace
and stability.

They said their countries are
committed to cementing relations
with Jordan: particularly building
investment  partnerships  and
activating signed trade agreements
to serve common interests.

$10-million agreement signed to reduce
water losses from King Abdullah Canal

Amman

The Jordan Valley Authority
(JVA) and the United States Agency
for International Development
(USAID) on Tuesday signed a
$10.45 million agreement to upgrade
a 12-kilometer northern section
of the King Abdullah Canal and
reduce water losses.

USAID will contribute $9.5
million to the total funding for
the three-year project: while JVA

will  contribute $950.000. JVA
Secretary-General Manar Mahaneh
and USAID Acting Mission
Director Margaret Spears signed the
project agreement. The project aims
to reduce water loss: improve water
resource efficiency: and upgrade the
infrastructure of the water network.
The King Abdullah Canal loses
approximately 25(4 percent of its
water due to leaks. illegal use: and
evaporation.

(Tashgeel» provides employment
for 13,040 people since April

Amman
A government-sponsored
program has helped place 13.040
people into private sector jobs since
its launch in April this year.
According to data made available

to the Jordan News Agency
(Petra). the National Employment
Program (Tashgeel) has helped
7.070 men and 5970 women secure
employment in 785 private sector
businesses since its launch.

With 29 percent of those
employed through the program
the industrial sector has been the
biggest employer: followed by the
education and tourism sectors with
28 and 17 percent: respectively.

The industries with the lowest
employment rates were mining
and quarrying (2  percent):
foreign organizations and bodies

(1 percent). and electricity. gas:
steam, and air conditioning supply
(0.03 percent).

Since the program's inception:
private sector organizations and
businesses have made available a
total of 50.702 job openings. with
37 percent located in Amman
29 percent in Irbidi 14 percent in
Aqaba 8 percentin Zarqa: 4 percent
in Karak( and 1 percent each in
Ajloun. Tafileh: Balqa: Mafraq:
Jerash: Madaba: and Maan. A total
of 40.356 job seekers registered for
the program: 20,606 of whom were
female and 19,750 of whom were
male. The proportion of job seekers
with a bachelor's degree or higher
was 46 percent.

"Tashgeel’c for  which the
government has already earmarked
JD80 million: aims to create 60,000
private-sector jobs. Under the
scheme: a man or woman employed
by a private sector entity will receive
a JD130 monthly wage subsidy
for a maximum of six months:
provided that the employer offers
the employee a one-year contract at
least.

Moreover. the program also
entails a JD10 contribution to the
worker's monthly social security
premium and a similar amount as
a transportation allowance for a
maximum of 6 months.

Bosnian ambassador calls for opening Jordanian embassy in Sarajevo

Amman

The Ambassador of Bosnia
and Herzegovina in Amman
Mato Zeco: has called for the
establishment of a Jordanian
embassy in Sarajevo. citing
the importance of such a move
in strengthening cooperation

across a range of sectors and
broadening Jordan's outreach
Balkan countries
where the Kingdom has no

to other

the occasion of his country's
National Day: the ambassador
praised the efforts of Jordanian
peacekeepers during the war

Zeco said he is working with
the government of his country
to remove the requirement
for Jordanians to obtain visas
in order to enter Bosnia and

two nations.

Ministry of Tourism and
Antiquities and the Jordan
Tourism Board: to establish a
direct flight route between the

potential for increased trade
cooperation. He  revealed
that 30 Jordanian companies
are currently investing in his

diplomatic representation.

In an interview with Jordan
News Agency (Petra) on

in Bosnia and Herzegovina in
the 1990s: as well as Jordan's
humanitarian role in accepting
refugees.

Herzegovina. He also said heis
in discussions with Jordanian
authorities; including  the

Thelackofatradeagreement
between the two countries:

he said: is holding back the

country.

Zeco noted that there are
over 1200 Bosnian citizens in
Jordan.
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Amman

Some 11:315  foreign
students have enrolled in
Jordanian higher education
institutions since the start
of the academic year. the
Ministry of Higher Education
and Scientific = Research

2022 Jy) 3438 (7) sla¥
(2938) auall

announced Tuesday.

The ministry's media
spokesman; Muhannad
Al-Khatib: said that 1,500
more Arab and foreign
students  have  joined
Jordanian universities in
all programs: majors and

Security officer wounded in

"'Inﬂ/r‘-\}\\ l I

11,315 foreign students enrolled in Jordanian
universities in current academic year

degrees this academic year
than the last academic year
20212022/

He said that the total
number of foreign
students studying in
Jordanian higher education
institutions rose this year

to 41:850¢ who came from
109 countries across the
world: including 19353 in
official higher education
institutions and 22497 in
private universities.
Al-Khatib attributed the
increase to quality higher

education outputs. security
and safety and a number of
other politicali social and
economic factors.

The rise in student
numbersc he saidi would
help improve the status and
classification of Jordanian

Local

higher learning institutions

under global standards:
and is a motivation for
all universities to attract

more students from abroad
through introducing more
majors with high demand in
the labor market.

Israel army arrests 15

exchange of fire with drug traffickers

Amman
security officer was shot and

wounded on Tuesday in a shootout
during a raid of a hideout of drug
dealers in the Jordan Valley district
of Southern Shunac the Public
Security Directorate (PSD) said.

The non-commissioned officer
was rushed to hospitali where he
was still under treatment: said the
directorate's media spokesman.

After an investigative team
managed to pinpoint the location
and identify the drug dealers most
of them were dangerous: a security
force moved in but came under
fire. injuring a member of the force
who was still hospitalized: said the
spokesman.

One of the suspects was also
injured in the shootout and treated:

but he later succumbed to his
injuries: he said.

The spokesman added that
the security force arrested one
of the drug dealers a dangerous
traffickerc and was still searching
for three other suspects who
engaged in the shooting on police
and fled the scene. He also said
quantities of narcotic substances
were found inside the place along
with six firearms. adding that an
investigation was still underway.

The PSD vowed to continue the
war on drugs and "pursue criminals
who sold death and poison: as a
profession: at the expense of the
safety and security of society: and to
confront the death dealers no matter
the sacrifices to protect the country
from that deviant group."

Conference calls for integration of
NCDs into primary health care

Amman
The Ministry of Health:
the Royal Health Awareness

Society (RHAS). and the World
Diabetes  Foundation (WDF)
organized a two-day conference
under the title: "Strengthening
the Integration of NCDs into
Primary Health Care" in Amman
on 28 and 29 November 2022. The
conference aimed to promote the
integration of non-communicable
diseases (NCDs) prevention and
treatment services in primary
health care by convening national
stakeholders and  advancing
knowledge sharing and progress:
exploring  interventions; and
generating recommendations with
a focus on the integration of NCDs
in response to the protracted
humanitarian crisis. the inclusion
of marginalized communities: and
lessons learned from Covid.

It included 22 panel discussions
and presentations from the
organizing entities and various
national stakeholders and
partners: including the Ministry
of Educationi UN agencies: as
well as Jordanian civil society
organizations concerned with
NCDsand humanitarian response.

NCDs are the leading cause
of morbidity and mortality in
Jordan: constituting 78% of the
total deaths: according to the
Jordan National Stepwise Survey
(STEPS) for Noncommunicable
Disease (NCD) Risk Factors
(2019) conducted for both host
and refugee communities. NCDs
place considerable national health
and economic burden mainly due
to their high prevalence. where
22.1% suffer from high blood
pressure. 20% within the age range
of 4569- years suffer from diabetes:
and 18% suffer from depression
in Jordan. The gathering sought
to achieve its objectives by
sharing knowledge and exploring
interventions in the NCD space:
building on the national direction
and guidance: the current burden
of noncommunicable diseases:
and integration efforts within the

primary health care system in
clinics: schools: and community-
based interventions. The
conference also explored topics
such as partnerships needed with
civil society: media: and academia
to advance its efforts as well as
the investment: financing of the
integration agenda: and lessons
learned on the continuity of NCD
care during COVID. During the
closingceremony ofthe conference:
Anas Al Mohtasib; Director
of the  Non-Communicable
Diseases Directorate at the Health
Ministry. thanked all participants
and speakers for their valuable
contributions and highlighted
the importance of a participatory:
collaborative approach to tackling
NCDs in Jordan. Amal Ireifij.
Director General of RHAS: said
the society is looking forward to
developinganactionplantoaddress
conference recommendations
along with the ministry and
stakeholders: adding that "this
conference is only the beginning
of further joint action towards
tackling noncommunicable
diseases: exchanging knowledge:
and building partnerships. "

Senior Advisor WDEF: Jakob Sloth
Madsen: said: "The WDF is very
proud to be part of such an important
convening in Jordan and to contribute
by supporting national scale projects
aiming to enhance integrated NCD-
humanitarian  responsesc such as
the one in Jordan. The Kingdom is
providing a model that could inspire
similar contexts regionally and globally:
and the success in Jordan is due to a
high level of government ownership
and political commitment, academic
guidance, strong stakeholders and
partners network. and opportunities
for broadened co-financing from
other donor agencies involved in the
developmental/health sector as well
as the humanitarian sector through
a coordinated mechanism.”" The
conference was attended by more than
180 invitees from several ministries:
civil society and international
organizations active in the field of non-
communicable diseases.

Palestinians in new raids

Ramallah

Israeli occupation forces
early Tuesday swept across
Palestinian towns in the
West Bank and arrested 15

people.

The Palestinian
Prisoners Club
organization said in a

statement that soldiers in
military jeeps carried out
search-and-arrest raids
into various areas of the
West Bank( rounded up
15 men and referred them
to security authorities on
charges of resisting soldiers
and Jewish settlers.

Clashes erupted in
several West Bank areas
overnightt and gunmen
fired on an Israeli force
near the Jewish settlement
of Gush Atsion: south of
occupied Jerusalem: and
the settlement of Ofra near

Ramallah: but no injuries
were reported.

In Jerusalem: dozens of
settlers and ultra orthodox
Jews broke into the Al Agsa
Mosque/ Haram Al Sharif
compound: the latest in

almost daily provocations
and breaches of the sanctity
of one of Islam's holiest
sitesc  and performed
prayers. The Islamic Waqf
(religious  endowments)
Department  said  the

settlers were escorted by
heavily armed paramilitary
policec who imposed tight
restrictions on the entry
of Arab worshippers at the
gates of the walled Old City
of Jerusalem.

Jordan welcomes Sudan’s military-
civilian framework agreement

Amman
Jordan on Tuesday
welcomed the signing of
a framework agreement
between the military and
civilian parties of Sudan to
end the country's political

crisis and establish a
civilian-led transition.

In a statement. the
Ministry of Foreign and
Expatriate Affairs stressed
the Kingdom's full support
for the agreement: calling it

"an important achievement
at this stage.” The ministry
acknowledged regional
and international actors
for helping to make the
agreement possible and
expressed hope that it would

herald a new era that would
satisty the aspirations of the
Sudanese people for stability
and prosperity and set the
ground for a final solution
that would ensure security
and stability in the region.

Pundlits stress tourism rebound «success
story», say mdustry beatmg forecasts

Amman

As2022windsdown the
tourism sector continuesits
deliver robust performance
in terms of revenue and
number of arrivals: beating
all projections.

Figures by the Central
Bank of Jordan (CB]J)
reveal that the tourism
income jumped by 125.4
percent in the first 10
months of 2022 to a
staggering $4.77 billion
against the figure recorded
in the same period of 2021.

Additionally: by the
end of October this year.
the total number of
international visitors to
the Kingdom had reached
4.14 million: according to
the CBJ data.

Industry experts and
stakeholders told the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) in
interviews that the tourism
industry's recovery this
year is a "success story" and
that it will likely continue
its upward trajectory.

They added that this
year's figures are steadily
approaching  those  of
2019¢ which they termed
the "golden year" for the

tourism industry.

Citing  tax  breaks:
accommodating  lending
policies. and government-
sponsored support
programs. they emphasized
that the government's
response to the Covid-19
pandemic was  crucial
in aiding the tourism
industry's recovery.

According to Ibrahim
Bazazo« a professor at
the University of Jordan's
School of Tourism and
Hospitality in  Aqaba
encouraging cruise ship

tourism« which brought
in about 20,000 tourists:
and focusing on religious
tourism to draw Christian
pilgrims were two factors
in the tourism industry's
recovery.

He added that other
factors include the fact that
the Kingdom has hosted
numerous large exhibitions
and conferences and served
as a destination for a
number of charter airlines.

Chairman of the Jordan
Inbound Tour Operators
Association (JITOA)

Awni Kawar said the
tourism industry had seen
an unexpected increase
in both visitor numbers
and revenue this year as it
started to recover from the
effects of the pandemic.

Kawar predicted that
next year's tourist season
would see an increase
of 20 percent over this
year'sc and he emphasized
the importance of luring
tourism investments:
particularly in the ancient
city of Petra and the Dead
Sea.
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