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Ministry, JRF ink agreements for
small-ruminants mvestment project

Amman
Minister of Agriculture

Khaled Huneifat and
Director General
of the Jordan River

Foundation (JRF) Enaam
Barrishi Monday signed

agreements to provide
grants to Jordanians
and  Syrian  refugees

within a joint project
called "Small-Ruminants
Investment and
Graduating Households
in Transitions."

The projecti which
is funded by the
International Fund
for Agricultural
Development  (IFAD).
involves two phases.
The first phase included
agreements  with 795
beneficiaries  in  the
governorates of Mafraq
Jerash. Ajloun: Amman
Irbid and Madaba
within the agricultural
production: construction:
service and trade sectors.

In its second phase:
the project aims to
provide financial grants to
beneficiaries so that they
can establish sustainable
and income-generating
small projects: and create
suitable job opportunities.
It looks to improve the

small ruminant sector
(sheep and  goats):
help  Syrian  refugees
and Jordanian host
communities: support
people with disabilities:
empower women

economically and socially
and foster a culture of
entrepreneurship  based
on societal need.

The project's activities
aim to enable the
beneficiaries to establish

productive projects or
expand their existing
projects  to  improve

their standard of living
improve their living and
economic conditions:
support  the  stability
of their families after
rehabilitating them
and enhancing their
capabilities; in addition

to providing guidance
services to help develop
their projects: overcome

challenges: reap  the
benefits of grants
and  achieve  project
sustainability.

The second phase of
the project creates job
opportunities for no less
than 222 beneficiaries
within the framework
of job networking with
the private sector. The
JRE had also signed
about 50 strategic
agreements with private

sector companies to
provide suitable job
opportunities for
members of the local
community.

Huneifat said that

the ministry succeeded:
through the project
in reaching the target
groups: including the
children and residents
of the Jordanian
countryside and the
Syrian refugees with the
aim of achieving food
security and securing
sustainable livelihoods.
The project's activities:
he noted: are part of
government efforts to
achieve the strategic
priorities in the Jordanian
economic growth plan
20182022- and to achieve
a 5-percent growth in the

LOWER HOUSE

Amman

The Lower House Monday referred
anumber of draftlaws to its specialized
committees in a session chaired by
Speaker Ahmed Safadi and attended
by Prime Minister Bisher Khasawneh

and cabinet miisters.

The legislature debated a draft law
ratifying the extradition agreement
between the governments of Jordan
and Cyprus: a bill canceling an oil
shale concession agreement between
the Natural Resources
and the Jordan Oil Shale Company:
an amendment to the Aqaba Special
EconomicZone Law: adraftamending
the land registration fees law and the
amended civil status billi and passed
them to concerned committees.
approved a
government request to give the draft
law regulating the legal accounting
profession a sense of urgency.

During today's session« MPs urged
the government to take "positive
action to alleviate
the economic burden on citizens:
reducing  fuel

Lawmakers also

and serious"

including
particularly kerosene

and diesel
during winter. and address economic
challenges facing Jordan.

Authority

prices:

e

Gross Domestic Product
by focusing on developing
the agricultural sector: in
addition to supporting the
Jordanian response plan
to the Syrian crisis.

The ministry is
carrying out a gradual
strategy in its approach
to lifting people out
of poverty to achieve
growth. progressc and
improve the living social,
and economic lifestyle
and self-development
of rural families:
through agricultural and
vocational training for the
target families to enhance
their capabilities and
skills and to enable them
to manage their projects
in an optimal economic
and sustainable manner.
the minister added.

The ministry is also
working to  provide
unconditional cash
support to the poorest

families to  facilitate
their involvement and
participation  in  the
project's activities and

then. later on: provide
them with conditional
financialgrantstopurchase
devices: equipment:
and production inputs
to establish income-
generating and sustainable
productive projects: in
addition to linking them

™|

to jobs in accordance with
their scientifici technical
and skillful abilities and
skills.

Through the project
the ministry provided
financial grants to
establish productive
projects to about 1,154
beneficiary families in
the Mafraq¢ Irbid: Jerash.
Ajlounc Madaba and
Amman governorates:
and 136 young men
and women from these
families became part of
the labor market and were
paid through the project:
after receiving practical
business training from
employers directly.

For her part. Barrishi
stressed the importance
of following wup on
the beneficiaries after
receiving the grant or
getting  hired: helping
them address and
overcome any challenges
they may face. and
providing the necessary
support and guidance.

She added that the
foundation believes
in the importance of
sustainability to empower
communities: indicating
that 50 business mentors
have been contracted to
provide guidance services
for beneficiaries.
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Industrial exports surge by JD1.39
in 9 months, says chamber head

Amman

Industrial exports soared by
JD1.39 billion to reach about JD5.8
billion in the first nine months of
2022, an unprecedented increase of
50 percent from the JD3.92 billion
in the corresponding period of
2021. according to President of the
Jordan Chamber of Industry Fathi
Jaghbir.

In a statement Monday: he
attributed the upswing to stepped-
up efforts to prop up the industrial
sector.

Industrial exports to the United

States grew to JDI1.313 billion
during the same period: followed
by India at JD1.046 billion and
Saudi Arabia JD626 million: said
Jaghbir.

Mining industries were the
top contributor to the increase:
climbing by JD859 million to
JD1.453 billion: he added.

Jaghbir pointed out that an
expansion in production and higher
global demand have also played
a part in the growth of potash:
phosphate fertilizer and garment
exports.

Sanad app wins global digital award

Amman

The Sanad application wasamong
the World Summit Awards (WSA)
winners list in the Government and
Citizen Engagement category.

A team from the Ministry
of  Digital Economy  and
Entrepreneurship participated in
the competition: alongside more
than 350 apps from 70 countries.

This is Sanad's first participation
in global contests. said a ministry
statement on Monday: affirming
that work is underway to develop
the app further and make it a
one-stop shop for all government

e-services.

The WSA is a global organization
established in 2003 within the
framework of the United Nations
World Summit on the Information
Society (WSIS). It is an awards
system that selects and promotes
local digital innovation to improve
society.

The organization showcases
a prime selection of 40 Winners
per year through a democratic
inclusive. and highly competitive
award system: in addition to 5
WSA Young Innovators Winners:
according to wsa-global. org.

1 Palestinian killed, 6
injured by Israeli army fire

Ramallah

Israeli forces on Monday killed
a Palestinian man and injured six
othersduringaraid ofarefugee camp
near Bethlehem in the occupied
West Bank that sparked clashes with
local youths.

The Palestinian Red Crescent
Society said soldiers stormed homes
in Dheisheh refugee camp using live
rounds. tear gas and stun grenades
against local people who confronted
them. It said a 22-year-old man was

fatally shotin the chestand six others
sustained various injuries and were
transferred to local hospitals.

Thelocal coordination committee
in Bethlehem called for a general
strike to condemn the killing of
the man and urged local people to
participate in his funeral.

Today's killing brings to 212 the
number of Palestinians killed by the
Israeli occupation army this year:
160 in the West Bank and 52 in the
blockaded Gaza Strip.

E REFERS BILLS TO COMMITTEES
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Gov>t committed to openness,
public service, says PM

Amman

The government is committed to
honesty: clarity and openness: and
its goal is public service: said Prime

Minister Bisher Khasawneh in a
Lower House of Parliament session on
Monday.

The premier stressed the government
"adapts and diagnoses the reality." and
explains it to the people: the parliament:
and the media with full transparency.

He challenged claims that his

government is close to becoming
the most borrowing government in
the history of the Kingdom: noting
that the difference between public
revenue; with the high tax base; and
basic public spending: of which the
wage bill constitutes approximately 70
percent: is two billion: which: he said.
"governments have borrowed to cover
this basic spending for years. "

The international prices of fuel
whether they go up or down: will be

P YA TR “

reflected locally: he said¢ underlining
that the public treasury cannot afford
another subsidization of fuel. This
year: the government subsidized fuel
with an amount of JD550 million: the
premier explained: and it is unable to
do so again because that would result
in an increase in indebtedness and
budget deficit. Meanwhile. Jordan's
inflation rate is at 4 percent: the lowest
compared to surrounding countries:
Khasawneh indicated.

Tabbaa: King»s Algeria visit opens «new Jordan Al

horizons» for business, trade cooperation

Amman
Jordanian Businessmen
Association  (JBA)  President

HamdiTabbaa: said that His Majesty
King Abdullah's visit to Algeria
during which a number of bilateral
agreements were signed: will open
"new horizons" for investment
trade and economic cooperation
between the two countries.

He said in a press release that
His Majesty has a keen interest in
promoting Jordan as a regional
hub for business and investment
during his visits to various world
countries: stressing that Jordanian-
Algerian relations are solid and
distinguished.

Tabbaa pointed to the many

investment opportunities in
promising sectors of common
interest: noting existing joint
investments in the pharmaceutical
industry: a key Jordanian export to
Algeria; and saying the Jordanian
business community looks to the
positive outcome of the visit as a
serious step to serve the national
economy.

He said the JBA¢ in cooperation
with the National Confederation
of Algerian Employers: held the
Jordanian- Algerian Investment
Forum in Augustc which tackled
prospects for cementing economic
ties« launching joint ventures and
networking between the business
communities of both countries.

New Danish envoy presents credentials

Amman

Secretary- General of the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs and Expatriates
for Diplomatic Affairs Lina al- Hadid
on Monday received the credentials
of Kristoffer Vivike as Denmark's

accredited and non-resident
ambassador to Jordan.

During a meeting with the new
envoy. al-Hadid wished him success
in his mission to boost Jordanian-

Danish ties.

Industrial exports surge by JDI,I*b
in 9 months, says chamber head

Amman

Industrial exports soared
by JD1.39 billion to reach
about JD5.8 billion in the
first nine months of 2022 an
unprecedented increase of
50 percent from the JD3.92
billion in the corresponding
period of 2021¢ according
to President of the Jordan
Chamber of Industry Fathi
Jaghbir.

In a statement Monday:
he attributed the upswing to
stepped-up efforts to prop up
the industrial sector.

Industrial exports to the
United States grew to JD1.313
billion during the same period:
followed by India at JD1.046
billion and Saudi Arabia JD626
million: said Jaghbir.

Mining industries were the
top contributor to the increase:
climbing by JD859 million to
JD1.453 billion: he added.

Jaghbir pointed out that an
expansion in production and
higher global demand have also
played a part in the growth of
potash: phosphate. fertilizer
and garment exports.

geria lay groundwork for

nhew economic cooperation phase

Amman

His  Majesty  King
Abdullah II and Algeria
President  Abdelmadjid
Tebboune established
a new phase of bilateral
cooperation which will
provide broader horizons
for trade and investment
relations between the two
countries following King
Abdullah's recent visit to

Algiers.

His Majesty  and
President Tebboune
instructed the
governments to  take
the necessary steps to
encourage investors

and business owners to
explore the investment and
commercial opportunities
in both countries and to
forge ahead with related
agreements. underscoring
the expansion of
collaborations in  the
sectors of health care
energy. medical tourismq
hotels: transportation:
aviation training: higher

education and cultural
exchange between
universities.

Economists have
praised the outcomes

of His Majesty's visit to
Algeria; which will reflect

on the future of economic
relations and develop trade
and investment exchange.
They told the Jordan
News Agency (Petra) about
the need for a direct Jordan-
Algeria flight and the
facilitation of visa issuance
to bring in stakeholders to
the two countries.
Jordanian investment
in Algeria has gradually
increased over the past
two decades: said Senator
Mazen Darwazah: adding
that the drug industry's
expenditure. for example:
has almost reached a
billion dollars employing

more than 4,000 workers.

The Jordanian-Algerian
Business Council's
Coordinator: Khaled Soub:
called for a maritime trade
route to boost trade so it
can "meet aspirations.”

He said the Algerian

investment law  grants
privileges  to  foreign
investors: allowing
Jordanian investors to

expand their projects and
acquire shares from foreign
partners.

Energy expert Hashem
Akel said the volume of
Jordanian- Algerian trade
exchange is "very small"and

that concerned authorities
are "derelict" in promoting
Jordanian industries.

Algeria is a country
rich in petrol and natural
sources: he added: hoping
that energy imports from
Algeria  would  further
expand after granting
Jordan preferential prices.

Trade exchange
between the two countries
amounted to JD140 million
from the start of 2022 until
the end of last September:
of which JD53 million
were Jordanian exports of
medicines fertilizers: and
pesticides.

Energy Ministry launches 3rd phase of
support programme to indstial sector

AMMAN

The Ministry of Energy
and Mineral Resources'
Jordan Renewable Energy
and Energy Efficiency Fund
(JREEEF) and the Jordan
Chamber of Industry (JCI)
on Sunday launched the
third phase of the ministry's
support programme for
the industrial sector. which
aims to reduce the cost of
production and increase
the competitiveness of the
sector at a total cost of JD4
million.

Minister of  Energy
and Mineral Resources
and JREEEF Chairman
Saleh Kharabsheh
signed agreements with
10 factories that have
qualified for this phase out
of 22 factories that have
applied to benefit from the
programme: according to a
ministry statement.

Kharabsheh noted
that the  programme
is part of the strategic
goals of the energy sector

which

include reducing
energy consumption
and improving energy
efficiency.

The minister stressed
the importance of these
agreements in providing
long-term and renewable
specialised industrial
financing: describing the
industrial sector as the
“largest”  operator and
supporter of the national
economy.

He said that the
ministry has developed
this programme through

JREEEF to serve the
industrial sector: noting
that  the  programme

is implemented in
cooperation  with  the
ministry's partners: The

Central Bank of Jordan
commercial banks:
Jordan Loan Guarantee
Corporation: and the JCI.

Kharabsheh also
highlighted the importance
of achieving the goals
of the sector: especially
considering ~ that  the
industrial sector consumes
approximately 17 per cent
of the total consumption of
all sectors.

JCI  President Fathi
Jaghbir said that the support
programme is “vital and
important” in light of the

sector’s suffering from high
monthly power bills that
affect its competitiveness
compared with
neighbouring markets.
Commenting on the

programme: JREEEF
CEO Rasmi Hamzeh
said that the fund’s

mission is to supervise
and follow up on
projects with owners of
factories as well as offer
technical opinions and
evaluate work:e which
encourages factories
to increase turnout on
implementing projects
that rationalise energy
consumption.
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